Newsletteii May 2026
‘ B Term 6 Dates

All Key Dates can be found on our
website under Current Information

1 Saturday 27th June
12:00-4:00pmii FOD

o )/ Summer Fair
From nurturing living things and exploring the world around them in EYFS, to t
fantastic teamwork and determination shown at Sports Day, it has beenajoy ttf 1 Wednesday 1th Jufy
see our pupils thrive. A particular highlight has been the incredibly positive, P

focused and resilient attitudes demonstrated by our Year 6 pupils during their Music PI‘OQI‘ESS

SATSs this yediyou truly embody the Dalmain spirit. Concerts (10:00amam
& 2:00pm)

Dear Families of Dalmain,

Every day, the children at Dalmain inspire =
us, and we could not be prouder of their
achievements this term. Across the
curriculum, pupils have made exceptional
progress while demonstrating the life skills
we value so highl§icuriosity, resilience,
kindness and teamwork.

Looking ahead to next term, our School Council will once again be leading the

annual vote for next yeards cl ass 0
fantastic turnout on voting day! This term, we were T ThurSday oth J,UIﬁYear
also incredibly proud of our inspiring Eco Week, whe 6 Production
pupils showed great enthusiasm and responsibility in
learning about sustainability, caring for our i Monday 13th JUW‘
environment and making positive changes within our Transition / Meet the
school community.

Teacher Day & Collec
We hope you enjoy reading all about what we have Reports

A/ been up to in this vibrant and exciting newsletter.
"\ Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable break. We loo F
~ forward to welcoming you back on Tuesday 2nd June Frlday 17th JU|y

at 8:45am. 100pmﬁ END OF

ACADEMIC YEAR

Best wishes, Ms Eisele, Headteacher

HOUSE POI

RESULTS &.0 .

Oak House: 7518
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R Ry mia . A\ e TR OO L N S
' i A MESSAGE FROM ECO COUNCIL.
L) qOr T - e O \§

We are excited to announce our upcoming
8th June. During this week, we aim to put food sustainability at the heart of our school. Ev
" class will engage in various activities where we will learn about food and how it impacts th

environment. These topics have been thoughtfully chosen by the children through feedback
* the Eco Council and class teachers. We wanted to inform you of some of our wisaleool ac- *

tivities and invite you to get involved!

Dalmain School challenges you to eat more vegetables and less meat

To raise awareness of the benefits of a plafitased diet, we challenge you to choose the veg
tarian option in school dinners throughout Eco Week. This could be an extra day to your u
choice, or you could try being veggie for the whole week. If you have a packed lunch in sc
we ask that you also consider making it vegetarian.

)

, ’/ Switching off \’

by
N

"@ Every class will take on the challenge of not using any electricity for 1 lesson and to take on
.., lesson which they would normally do inside to one of the many outdoor learning areas at
Dalmain. This could be in the wildlife garden, the rain garden or even a green space in our
cal area.

Learning about food and climate action

Each class has chosen a theme or topic they want to learn about to better understand how
food we eat impacts climate change. From learning about food packaging to calculating ho
many miles food has travelled to make it onto our plates, we will be learning about simple ac

tions we can take to help challenge climate change. /’

Cooking with Phil from Bloom, our new caterers

Every class will take part in a delicious cooking activity during Eco Week, whipping up eve
thing from zesty local salads to flavgracked curries.

Food Donationd Friday 12" June

To support those in need, we will be holding a Food Bank collection on Friday 1@ne. We
are asking families who are able to donate food items to bring them into school, where the
will be collected and delivered to FoodCycle Lewisham.

Iltems most in demand include:

. Oil (vegetable, sunflower, olive), tinned fruit, tinned tomatoes, tinned pulses, red or greenl
/ tils, flour, porridge oats, custard powder, sugar, baking powder, coffee, tea, biscuits, vinega
stock cubes, herbs and spices, tomato puree, mustard, honey and mayonnaise.

r,

‘&‘

&
o
§

:J

' Thank you in advance for your generosity and support.

We are really looking forward to Eco Week and hope you are too!

Kind regards, Dalmain Eco Council
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Nurseryi Rose Class

A real highlight of this term was Sports Day. It was
such a special morning, and the children had a
wonderful time. In the weeks leading up to the event,
the children worked incredibly hard practicing their

races and developing their teamwork skills, and it wa
fantastic to see their confidence grow. On the day,
everyone joined in enthusiastically, showing great

teamwork, cheering on and supporting their friends
throughout.

It was lovely to see

SO many parents and carers coming along to support and

~ encourage the children. We finished by celebrating with medals
w1 and the children felt incredibly proud of their achievements. Well
- B done Rose class! \

We were very lucky this term to a
~ have a visit from Captain Black! As -
part of our People Who Help Us
§ topic, we learned about pilotsand | °
the important work they do. Captair, %
¥ Black came to visit Rose Class and®
% talked to the children about what a
day in the life of a pilot is like and !
how planes fly. The children really
enjoyed listening and asking
questions, and it was great for thenps
to hear all about the job from a real|
pilot. It was a very engaging experience for the children.

Learnlng in the W|Id||fe Garden

t Forest School this term, Rose Class had the wonderful experience
f releasing our frogs back into the pond within our beautiful Wildlife

| Garden. We had been caring for the frogs in our classroom for several
weeks, and the children were fascinated watching them grow and
change each dajifrom tiny tadpoles to fully formed frogs. This
hands-on experience linked beautifully to our learning about life

- cycles from the previous term, bringing the concept to life in a
meaningful and memorable way

Our Wildlife Garden is a special space filled with natural habital™ s
including the pond, wildflowers, long grasses and shaded
woodland areas. It is home to a wide variety of creatures such
insects, birds, and small mammals, providing endless s
opportunities for exploration and discovery. The children love {‘,~ ‘
visiting this calm and inspiring environment, where they can £ %
observe nature up close and develop a deeper understanding € 3
the world around them.

The excitement and curiosity from the children were truly heartwarming, and it was a very special
moment as we gently released the frogs back into their natural habitat. Experiences like this help to
nurture a sense of care, responsibility and wonder for the natural world.



-From Nursery and
8l EYFS through to
B KS1 and KS2, the
my day was filled with
® energy, excitement
“and smiles all
== around. We were s(
fortunate to enjoy
brilliant weather,
delicious food and
- a fantastic
atmosphere, W|th our whole school community coming
together to celebrate.

It was wonderful to see such outstanding sportsmanshi
and enthusiastic participation from all of our pupils.
Every child showed determination, teamwork&a real loy
of being activéisomething we are incredibly proud of.

A huge thank you to Ms
“— Sewani for her
i exceptional
organisation in making the day such a success.
- are also so grateful to all of our staff and parents
. for attending and supporting the everitit truly

= made the day special.

A special thank you to Ballers Sports Coaching fo

‘running each session so professionally and
smoothly. Your organisation, energy and support were outstandlldgell done to
everyone involved and a huge congratulations to all of our amazing young
sportspeopldiwhat fantastic events!
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ReceptioniDaffodil Class

This term, Daffodil Class have been enjoying the warmer weather and making the most of learning both inside
and outside the cl as s rTohoen, Dadteidspiredihe chitdeeta becomacdentineg 6
artists, producing their own artwor kTheaWoandwemtdr om
on a oWonder Wal koé around our | ocal ar ea, using our

A highlight of the term was celebrating Sir David A
children shared their favourite animals and explained why they liked them. They then carefully observed
photographs of these animals to produce detailed drawings.

The children have also worked extremely hard practising for Sports Day. They showed fantastic enthusiasm,
team spirit and sportsmanship, cheering each other on and thoroughly enjoying the event.

In maths, we have been developing our skills in skip counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. The children are becoming
very confident and are beginning to notice patterns within numbers. We have also been learning about 3D
shapes and naming them. The children have been working collaboratively to build a rocket using a range of 3D
shapes. They have challenged themselves and built different models of rockets by stacking the shapes in

different ways.

Well done,
Daffodil Class!

term.

2 The children have loved exploring the topics g
of Supertatoand Superheroes We learnt all about bats and ;

Their fascination with space continued as we moved on to aliens and the badliens Love UnderpantsThere

was much hilarity as the children designed colourful underpants and imaginative spaceships, alongside
creating some wonderfully groovy names for strange aliens. The alien visitor watching us in the classroom was
very impressed! The children even made their own giant rockets and space;
ships!

Outdoors, the children have been busy exploring a range of exciting activiti
including tunnels and water play with chutes. These activities have ;
encouraged the children to work together, share ideas and practise |mporta ,
negotiation skills, which will support them greatly as they prepare for their
transition into Year 1.

There has also been lots of excitement in the garden, with the childreg
eagerly watching the lettuce and carrots grow and anticipating the
beautiful flowers that are soon going to bloom.
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Year 1fBluebell Class ,

Bluebell Class have been enjoying all the light and life of Spring!
a wonderful time of year it is!

In Science we have been exploring how plants grow and change o\
time and we have loved watching our wildflowers grow, as well as
planting some beautiful Spring flowers in our little garden trough! In;
Art and DT we have thoroughly enjoyed making ocean coral using
and modroc. We had to design our coral in our Art books before
getting our hands dirty and exploring the clay, using different

markings and features to create the coral pieces. We painted them
help them come to life, and we love the outcomes!

m Geography has seen us exploring our local area, creating maps and
completing traffic and building surveys. It was fun to count the vehicles
hat passed our school. We discovered that there is a lot of traffic in our
- | part of SE23!

'Our English texts have been 0The Od
“and we have been using lots of adjectives, writing letters and creating

egg fact presentations to perform in front of our peers. It was fun to film

our presentations and watch them back. We learned about how to speak
publicly using a clear, slow voice, with lots of intonation and expression!

e
Maths has been exciting as we have been exploring the concept of money and the coins that we use in the UK.
We have been counting in 2s, 5s and 10s,, which has then helped us to count the money in 2p, 5p and 10p
coins!

What a busy and wonderful term it has been! We have had a fabulous time and are so proud of the progress
we are making in all our | earning. Well done Bl uebe

Year 1iFoxglove.Class

Foxglove Class have impressed me so much this half
everyone has made.

Y
\“,

17th €Ca (5Ca ntn
focm

In Writing this half term, the children worked in groups to create their own presentations about how to care for

di fferent animal eggs, inspired by our book &86The Oc
performed to their peers and it was wonderful to see their collaboration! The class reflected on what it takes to

be a great friend, and have written some wonder ful
Pebbl ed.

Foxglove class have taken Maths in their stride this half term, one of our favourite topics being measuring,
where we got a chance to investigate the lengths of different items in our classroom! The children have also
been very engaged in learning about the value of different coins in our topic on money. We have compared 1p,
2p and 5p and used this to work out how much different items will cost!

Well done Foxglove Class, you all continue to make me so proud!
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The Eco Council has had an exciting and
make our school more ecdriendly, raise awareness of sustainability and learn more about
how we can protect our planet.

Earth Day Assembly

We had a special KS2 assembly where we learnt
about Earth Day which is celebrated every year c
the 22nd April. We learnt about how the very first
Earth Day began in 1970, after a major oil spill in
California inspired millions to take action to
protect the planet. We talked about how Earth De
has grown into a global day of action, encouragin
everyone to make positive changes: from reducir
waste to protecting wildlife.

Meeting our local MP: Ellie Reeves

'4 We were delighted to welcome Ellie Reeves,
our local MP, to school. The Eco Council
spoke about all the projects we have been
working ond from recycling to energy saving
to improving biodiversity on our grounds. We
also asked her important questions about
what the government is doing to reduce food
packing waste and how the UK is working
with other countries to
tackle climate change.

She was impressed by ou
ideas and encouraged us

aking our school more
cofriendly.
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Year 2ii Marigold Class

Marigold Class has had a fantastic start to the summer term, filled with exciting

weather through outdoor learning and handen activities that have brought our topics
to life.

! During Writing lessons, the children became

o historians as they created fascinating fact files §
about the Great Fire of London. They loved
discovering how the fire changed London
forever and enjoyed sharing the amazing facts
they uncovered. History lessons were equally |
exciting, with lively debates about the causes ¢
the fire, during which the children confidently
4 shared and justified their ideas.

A real highlight of the term was our trip to the
% London Archives. The children learned even
more about the Great Fire of London, and the
train journey added to the adventure. Their
behaviour throughout the day was exceptional.
This term in Maths, the children are continuing to work hard on adding and
subtracting twodigit numbers, showing growing confidence and fantastic problem

solving skills.

Meanwhile, RE and Computing lessons encouraged curiosity and creativity as the
children explored Hinduism in the home and experimented with sound and pitch
using computers. | am so proud of Marigold Class for their enthusiasm and

excellent attitude towards learning!

What a wonderful start to Summer Term in Snowdrop Clas
We started the term off strongly with a History trip to The

Thomas Farrinerd6s bakery f
\? | exciting to travel on the Elizabeth Line for the first time!

We have become experts about The Great Fire this term
thanks to our learning in Writing and History lessons, wher
we pieced together the story of the fire, compared London

today with London 400 years ago and created faétled
dposters for Sadiq Khanoés L
it is really happening!).

| Elsewhere, we have enjoyed growing bulbs and seeds in
& science, comparing how shallots and sunflowers grow on t
~ cooler side of Dalmain with how they grow on the warmer
¥side. So far, the warmer sideds shallots are

have really demonstrated how well we work together in our bridge building pro;ect in DT. The
jsturdy bridge we constructed would not have
and help, and is a testament to the wonderful relationships we have in Snowdrop class!

Have a lovely, restful break all, and we look forward to our final term in Year 2!
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Trip to Blythe Hill Park

We were invited to take part in some planting
around the new pond in Blythe Hill and we also
learnt about swales and mounds and how they
help the local area.

1 A swale is a shallow, level ditch dug on a
slope, while a mound is the raised pile of
earth created on the downhill side using the
soil excavated from the ditch.

They are lowtech techniques used together to
manage water in landscapes.

They will help protect the area around the
new trim trail from becoming too boggy in the
winter so that we can continue playing there.

Did you know?

f Ponds are amazing for increasing the
biodiversity in the local area.

Plants, amphibians and insects will make it
their home, mammals come to drink, birds to
bathe, and snakes and bats may even come
to hunt!

A single drop of pond water can hold tiny
organisms

In the last century, around a third of ponds in
the UK have disappeared

We were delighted to find out that the swale and
mound that we planted seeds on have been
named Dalmain Swale and Dalmain Mound!

Do go and visit Blythe Hill and find out more
about these amazing projects on our doorstep!




