Newsletteifi March 2026

Dear Families of Dalmain,
Follow us!
Where did that term go?! I
wedve made the most of eve b
Reading Week and the nownfamous FOD Music Night, to a DAL MAI
wide range of engaging trips, visits and activities, as well as .
the introduction of Suzuki Violin lessons, there really has
been something for everyon
begin to capture the learning taking place in classrooms
each day.

;Do take a | ook i OnlnStagram
Newsletter and our Curriculum & Facebook

Enrichment Celebration Newsletter
for a snapshot of what pupils have
'been | earning and the progress they he

To give families a more regular glimpse into life at our school, we have also
¥ recently launched two new social media accounts. You can now follow us on

) updates, examples of work, and snapshots of
)/ school life.

: |

ltds been another fantastic ter
school continues to flourish across all areas. And at the heart of all we
are our pupilgiconsistently demonstrating curiosity, resilience and a
positive attitude to learning. We are so proud of you all!

Wishing everyone a super holiday! Best wishes, Ms Eisele, Headteach

HOUSE POI
ga WI NNERS!

3rdiiOak House: 2480



avez (8) Reading Week €

This term, we enjoyed a truly wonderful

.~ Reading Week at Dalmain. It was a pleasure
to celebrate the importance of reading,

.;? particularly as 2026 marks The National

! Year of Readinga major Ukwide campaign

- aimed at reversing the decline in reading for

il pleasure among children. With its inspiring
theme, 0Go All 1 n, o
children to connect reading with their
personal interestgiwhether that be sports,
music, gaming, or cookinghelping to make
reading a meaningful and enjoyable part of
everyday life.

Prior to Reading Week, we celebrated World Book Day with great enthusiasm. It was a
fantastic occasion, showcasing a wide range of mutdved books. We were incredibly

i mpressed by the creativity displayed in
costumes worn by pupils and staff alike. The presentations provided valuable insight into the
diverse range of authors, genres, and titles enjoyed by our pupils. It was particularly pleasing 1
see the confidence, eloquence, and passion with which children shared their favourite texts.
Classrooms were filled with imagination, transporting us to a variety of exciting literary worlds.

We were also delighted to welcome author Talmud Bah on World Book Day. He delivered an
engaging assembly, introducing his novel
thrilling fantasy adventure. Following this, selected pupils had the opportunity to take part in
an exclusive OAuthor Hot Seatd session,
about the writing process.

Throughout Reading Week, both staff and pupils participated in a wide range of engaging
activities. Thank you to all who attended the aftesschool Reading Pyjama Party, which featured
cosy storytelling, interactive log fires, and a wonderfully relaxed atmosphere. Drop Everything
and Read (DEAR) was once again a highlight, giving children the opportunity to enjoy
uninterrupted reading for pleasure each day.

Additional activities included Book Trails in the Wildlife Gardehhe Gruffalo for Nursery to
Year 3, and The Jungle Challenge for Years 4 to 6. On Thursday, pupils took part in an exciti
West End in Schools workshop, where a professional actor used drama, dance, and storytelli
to bring literature vividly to life.

4
We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to all pupils anc |
families who supported our Sponsored Read and Book Fair. We
are delighted to share that £600.99 worth of books were sold at |
the Book Fair, generating £249.50 in rewards for the school. In |
addition, approximately £279£280 was raised through
sponsorship. This means we have been able to purchase new s
books to the value of £524.50 for our school library. We now loog&tes®
forward to selecting a wide and diverse range of texts to inspire ="
of our readers in the coming weeks. ’

The week was truly inspirational and a wonderful celebration of §#
reading in all its forms!
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SKIPZ PRODUCTION CIC PRESENTS

EASTER

Join us for drama, dance, singing, arts & crafts
clay modelling, nutrition activities and lots of
fun!

SLunch provided | Siblings welcome
Paying children welcome

For more information and to register,
please visit
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NurseryiRose Class
Rose Class has had a wonderful spring term!

Our focus this term hasbee® How d o e sandthe ¢
children have fully immersed themselves in exploring the ne
ural world around them. As the weather improved, they love
getting involved in planting, learning how to care for and nu
ture seeds and plants, and watching the early signs of growi

appear.

Our learning has also been enriched through our exploratior 5§
of Easter and the theme of new life. The children have creajjass
ed beautiful artwork inspired by springpainting flowers, dec-§ % *
orating eggs, and exploring colour and texture througha |2
range of creative activities. These experiences have helped —
them make meaningful connections between the changing | &
seasons and the world around them. e

“i Sy Ry ': \ i 4 !'T A

S We were also fortunate to collect some frog spawn from the wildlife gar-
2 ‘. den, which we brought back to the nursery. Since then, the children have

¥

been excitedly observing it hatch and develop into tadpol@éae currently
have around ten! This has been a fantastic hanem learning experi-

» ence, sparking curiosity and lots of thoughtful questions as they watch
/. the changes unfold. \ T

P

It has been a joyful and vibran
term in Rose Class, full of curi
osity, creativity and discovery.

Learning in the Wildlife Garden

In the Wildlife Garden, the children took part in a Gruffalo trail as part of Reading Week
experience they were especially excited about

As they explored this exceptional outdoor spaige natural D)
resource in urban South East London where children learr#
every dayithey followed the story step by step, searching ==
for clues and matching different parts of the sequence |
along the way. They eagerly spotted familiar characters a
events, recalling key moments from the story and talking %
about what might happen next. It was wonderful to see the #8
enthusiasm as they moved through the trail, completely L&,
s & s immersed in the \
: ' narrative.

~ & .

(7
-i‘? '

>3

¢ This handson experience brought the story to life in a

| sequencing, storytelling and language, while also encouraging

meani ngful way, supporting the



Over the past two Saturdays

11 pupils from Dalmain took 3
part in the Bromley Festival =
of Music and Speech, repre-_
senting the school with :
confidence, poise and
enthusiasm.

Performing poems by the

likes of Steve Turner and

Jack Prelutsky in front of
audiences of up to 100 people, our pupils ;
demonstrated not only strong speaking skills, but also
real courage and presence.

Every child involved performed exceptionally well,
showcasing their learning with confidence and
' pride. Experiences like these are a key part of life
at Dalmainfiproviding children with opportunities
to develop their voice,
build resilience and

shine beyond the class-
room. [

A special mention goes t
three of our Year 3
3 pupils: Ottoline
s Fitzpatrick and Ayla
L DochertyWhyte, who
both won bronze medals.
in their heats, and Aruna A
Venthakone, who achiever
a fantastic silver medal. -
Rafaela StathiScott also -
picked up a bronze medal
W inthe Year 1 category. .7

QhA'

These are outstanding accomplishments, placing in
the top three out of more than 20 performers in
each category.

We are incredibly proud of all the children
who took part!
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Receptiom Daffodil Class

Daffodil Class have &=
had a very exciting ==
and busy term. The - -
children have 85
enjoyed planting ¢
seeds and flowers,
carefully looking after them by watering them and watching
them grow. Alongside this, we have been learning about the
different parts of a plant and what plants need to survive.

The children were also fascinated with the frogspawn that we
carefully collected from Forest School and brought into the classroom to observe. They have loved
watching the frogspawn hatch into tadpoles and have been observing them closely, looking for signs

We also had a wonderful time &
& § during Reading Week, where we§
__ \took a trip to Forest School and =3

W followed a Gruffalo trail, which =8

Easter break!

and enriching term! The children have
thoroughly enjoyed spending time in the
| garden, where they have been busy diggin:
planting, pruning and caring for our growing
plants. This handson experience has not only brought lots of joy, but has
also encouraged mindfulness and a real sense of responsibility.

Through our gardening activities, the children have explored the different

- stages of growth and development, linking this to our learning about life

. cycles. Our tadpoles are still alive and growing rapidg | t hough | 6 m
children are a |ittle disappointed t

- it overrun with hopping frogs!

‘jWe also celebrated St Patrick6s Day
d‘" and even some mysterious leprechaun dust appearing in the classroom. We

. were incredibly lucky to have a spec
- sister, who is a world champiofiwhat an amazing experience!

.. In phonics, we have been practising our digraphs, trigraphs and common

« exception words in a fun and engaging way by hunting for them inside Easter
~ eggs. It has been fantastic to see the children beginning to use these confi-

- dently in their writing. Well done, Daisy Class, for all your hard work this

~ termiand Happy Easter!
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Looking for an exciting way to keep your
child active and smiling this Easter?

3 - Join us for action-packed days full of adventure, creativity, and
‘ unforgettable memories!

»
o
3 “‘X“X:

What’sincluded?

b Easter Egg Hunts v New Friendships
g w Arts & Crafts Workshops . Increased Confidence o
(create Easter keepsakes) | Teamwork & Communication Skills
6 Cooking Activities |/ Creativity & Self-Expression 3"2

. &, Construction & Building Projects "/ FunMemories to Treasure . i >
! ‘ ; - - « 0 I ,&' . ¢

Multi-Sports Actnvntugg i S0 ' Safe & Supportive Environment ¢
=y = ¢  Fully supervised by trained staff gz
v First aid trained team 2
 Safe, spacious, child friendly venue 5]
W Struclured timetable P e

Aol A
" e . S . e o
TR X A R

4 QT LEWISHAM
\' 17 HAF FUNDED PLACES!

- 3

I _‘/-’—'_-—m\
=", *~ FREE SPACES FORELIGIBLE CHILDREN ¢
= . ——— Healthy Meals Provided ——

-

}\

b
|
Be
AR
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Year 1iBluebell Class

Spring has sprung! Having passed the mid point of our journey
through Year 1, we would like to say how proud we are of all the lit
Bluebells and the progress they have made!

— Our Literacy and Science has seen us exploring how we can Iook after our

" planet, and we have created posters and leaflets with instructions on how

~ we can all help to do care for our beautiful Earth. World Book Day and our
| Bedtime Stories afternoon were so much fun and we were impressed with

In Maths we have been focusing on addition and subtraction skills, using

7 _F formal notation and a variety of calculation strategies. We have been
practicing doubling numbers to 10 and halving the same. Being able to instantly recall these number facts
helps us enormously when we tackle problem solving and complex addition and subtraction.

We have explored maps in Geography. We used a map of the school to go on a treasure hunt to find the clues!
It was fun as we had to work out where the next clue was using the locations on the map. We have been
Al | Bl & discussing human and physical geographical
e S - features, and explored our local area using
Google Maps! It was fun to find our houses on tr
maps!

What a fabulous term we have had. We hope yo
all have a brilliant break and enjoy Spring as it
continues to blossom. Well done, Bluebells!

Year 1iFoxglove.Class

Whilst this half term has been one of our shortest ones ydthave
been totally blown away by the fantastic progress our class have
been making! I have been | ooki
learning over the past few weeks and it has been hard to choose o0
a few highlights, but here are some of our top learning moments of =~
Spring 2.

Trem Science has been a

term, we thoroughly

enjoyed making and planting our seed bombs and nurturing the
plants whilst observing them grow. We also got super creative and
made our own wheels to illustrate the lifecycle of a bean!

Reading week was a huge success too! As our writing goes from
strength to strength it was so much fun to celebrate and discuss
the stories we love the most. N ¢

Il n Mat hs, I continue to be impresg
as we start to embrace numbers bigger than 10 in our calculations!

Wel |l done Foxglove class | am so
we get up to in Summer Term.

"~y
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Wedre delighted to share that wg

successful in securing a grant to transform
one of the school ds grey, unuse@

a vibrant green space.

This is a fantastic opportunity to bring more
nature, colour, and creativity into our school

environment.

The Eco Council met with a gardener to
explore possible locations and brainstorm
ideas. The session was full of energy and

Imaginationfi from edible planting to
sensory experiences, the children were

buzzing with possibilities.

Af ter the holidays
sleeves and getting stuck into the planting

phase.

Watch this spacefi quite literallyii as it transforms into something
wonderful!

a)



