
NewsletterñFebruary 2026 
Dear Families of Dalmain, 

What a short but wonderfully action-packed 

term it has been at Dalmain Primary School! 

We started 2026 with magical snowfall and 

have gone on to enjoy a half term of 

exceptional learning, fantastic trips and, of 

course, this weekõs inspiring Writing Week.  

We were also proud to receive a special 

message from the Education Secretary 

celebrating our nationally recognised success 

for disadvantaged pupilsñsee p.2 for the full 

letter. 

As we hit the mid-way point of the academic 

year, we still have a plethora of fantastic 

learning and community events to look 

forward to, not least our Writing Exhibition on 

Friday 27th February and the incredible FOD 

Music Night on 20th March. We remain 

immensely proud of every childõs 

achievements and thank youñthe Dalmain 

communityñfor your continued support. 

 

Wishing everyone a super holiday!  

 

Best wishes, Ms Eisele, Headteacher 
 

DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

HOUSE POINT      
RESULTSðso far... 

Forest House: 1719 Grove House:  1677 

Hawthorne House:  1649 Oak House: 1647 

Term 4 Dates 

All Key Dates can be found on our website 

under Current Information 

¶ Friday 27th February 3:00-

3:45pmñWriting Exhibition 

¶ Monday 2nd MarchñClass 

Photos 

¶ 2ndñ6th MarchñReading 

Week 

¶ 5th MarchñWorld Book Day 

with Author visit from Talmud 

Bah who has written Shadow 

Destiny https://

shadowsdestiny.com/  

¶ 10th-13th MarchñBook Fair 

¶ Friday 20th MarchñFOD 

Music Night 

Friday 27th March 1:00pmñ

END OF TERM 

https://shadowsdestiny.com/
https://shadowsdestiny.com/
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We are  so  p roud  o f  ever yone ! 
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Tuesday 10thůFriday 13th March in 

the Playground. Everyone welcome! 



Nurser yñRose C lass 
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The Nursery has had a truly fantastic and joyful start to 

the spring term! Weõve been diving into traditional stories 

and fairy tales, and the children have absolutely loved 

bringing them to life through imaginative role play and 

puppet performances. It has 

been wonderful to see their 

confidence grow as they retell 

familiar tales with expression, 

creativity and excitement. 

This term, the children also     

became little chefs! Inspired by 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears, they made their own porridge, carefully 

mixing, stirring and tasting. There was great teamwork, turn-taking and lots 

of proud smiles as they enjoyed the results of their hard work. 

During Writing Week, we explored how plants 

grow and what they need to thrive. This linked 

beautifully to Jack and the     

Beanstalk, sparking curiosity and 

awe. The children planted their 

own beanstalks and are eagerly 

watching for signs of growth, 

showing patience, care and real 

wonder at the magic of nature.  

 

What an exciting term 

it has been! 

Although the weather hasnõt been the best, it hasnõt stopped us from playing 

and exploring outside in the wildlife garden. 

We were lucky enough to see some snow, which was very exciting. The       

children showed great curiosity, making observations and describing what 

they could see and how it felt. 

Our wonderful Wildlife Garden has 

continued to be a rich and inspiring 

learning space this spring. Despite 

the mud, the children have          

embraced every opportunity to     

explore nature first-hand ñ      

demonstrating true Dalmain       

resilience and enthusiasm. We 

have been spotting early signs of 

spring, listening carefully for birdsong, and searching for minibeasts beneath 

logs and leaves.  

The garden has provided endless opportunities for questioning, investigating and 

imaginative play. Whether building habitats, creating nature-inspired art, or work-

ing collaboratively to solve problems, the children have shown curiosity, team-

work and respect for the environment. It has been a joy to see them so engaged 

in purposeful outdoor learning! 

Learn ing  i n  the  Wi ld l i fe  Garden 



Mobi le  Phones 
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A gentle reminder that our school site is a                   

MOBILE FREE ZONE. 

We ask that all parents, carers and visitors do not use mobile phones at 

any time while on the school premises, particularly when children are 

present. This includes during morning drop-off and afternoon collection. 

In line with our policy: 

¶ Children may only bring ôbrickõ phones (phones without internet 

access) to school. 

 

¶ Any smartphones brought onto the school site will be handed in, 

and parents will be asked to meet with a member of the Senior 

Leadership Team to collect them. 

 

These measures are in place to safeguard all children and maintain a 

safe, focused environment for everyone. 



Recep t ionñDaf fod i l  C lass 
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We have had a fantastic 

term in Daffodil Class!  

One of the highlights was 

our visit to Forest Hill    

Library, where the         

children loved sharing 

stories with familiar adults and friends. They were excited to      

explore the wide range of books and showed great enthusiasm 

when choosing stories to enjoy together. The visit also introduced 

the idea of borrowing books to take home with a special library 

card, which the children found very exciting. 

We have also enjoyed pulling on our wellies for weekly Friday     

afternoon Forest School sessions. The children have been         

developing their curiosity about the 

natural world and recently spotted a 

nest high in our climbing tree, 

sparking thoughtful discussions 

about spring and birds. 

In Maths, we have been comparing the mass of objects using            

vocabulary such as heavy and light, and worked collaboratively to      

create balance scales in the construction area. 

We have been thrilled to welcome some 

new friends to Daisy Class, who have     

settled in beautifully and quickly become 

part of our daily routines, forming warm 

and positive relationships with their    

classmates. 

In Literacy, we have been diving into the 

magical world of fairy tales and had     

enormous fun re-enacting The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff. The children enthusiastically 

took on different roles, using expressive voices, actions and fantastic 

teamwork to bring the story to life. It has been wonderful to see them 

confidently using story language and ideas in their own imaginative 

play. 

Earlier this term, we also enjoyed a visit to Forest Hill Library. The      

children loved the calm, welcoming environment and shared books 

thoughtfully with their friends, demonstrating excellent listening skills 

and a growing love of stories. 

We are also making the most of our two new outdoor canopies, which 

allow for outdoor learning in all weathers. The children have especially 

enjoyed the construction zone and creating artwork outside, supporting 

the development of their gross motor skills. 

Recep t ionñDaisy  C lass 
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We have recently noticed that there has 

been an increase in plastic wrappers in 

our school playground. This is not good 

for our school environment or for climate 

change.  

We have been making posters to          

encourage our school community to use 

re-usable pots or packaging when     

bringing  snacks to school.  

We want to see more children 

bringing in fruit , either whole or 

in pots, rather than processed 

fruit in packaging.  

Even if you swap a processed 

snack for fresh fruit 1-2 days a 

week, it will make a difference!  

 

 

By Ruby and Casper  

Eco Councillors, Year 4 



Connec t ,  Grow & Thr i ve 

D a l m a i n  S c h o o l  N e w s l e t t e r P a g e  8  



Year  1ñBluebe l l  C lass 
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In Year 1 we have been on some underwater adventures this term! 

In English, we read Leo and the Octopus and discovered some 

amazing facts about octopuses, including that they have blue blood, 

three hearts and incredibly intelligent brains. We loved writing and 

illustrating our own fact files and are very proud of our work. We 

then read Julian is a Mermaid and used exciting vocabulary to     

describe how mermaids and other sea creatures move through    

water. We finished with a workshop and visit to the Horniman Museum aquarium, where we had a wonderful 

time. We continue to develop reading for fluency, comprehension and pleasure every day. 

In Maths, we explored tangrams and the many pictures we can make 

using the seven classic òtansó. We are also developing our addition 

skills using part-part-whole and bar models, which help us             

consolidate our learning. 

In Science, we explored animal           

classifications, diets and features and 

planted cress, sunflowers and runner 

beans to observe how plants change 

over time. We have loved caring for them 

and watching them grow. 

In DT, we enjoyed designing and making pizza pockets, choosing toppings and    

carrying out a taste test before making the real thing. It was great fun and           

delicious too! 

Itõs been a fun-filled and busy half term, and I am so proud of how well the Bluebells have started 2026.  

Foxglove class have been getting stuck into   

learning across all our subjects this half term.  

 

In Writing, the children have been working        

incredibly hard at creating some fantastic         

octopus fact files. We have learnt so many       

interesting facts whilst reading our focus book 

Leo and the Octopus. The children ensured that 

they included facts, questions and illustrations in 

their booklets.  

 

Our Maths topic at the start of the term has been 

shape and the children have investigated this in many waysñfor example, working as a team to find examples 

and ônon-examplesõ of certain shapes. In one of our lessons the children created their own games and ways of 

matching the shapes to really consolidate everything they have learnt. 

 

One of our favourite Science lessons 

so far this half term was one where 

we planted cress, runner beans and 

sunflowers! We have been caring for 

the plants and observing any      

changes as the weeks go on.  

 

What a wonderful start to 2026! 

Year  1ñFoxg love .C lass 
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A MESSAGE FROM ECO COUNCIL 



The Fr iends  o f  Da lma in 
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The Fr iends  o f  Da lma in 
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It was wonderful to meet so many parents last week during Parent Teacher meetings to review childrenõs 

learning plans and talk together about how we can continue to support their progress. These conversations 

are a vital part of ensuring every child receives the right balance of challenge, care and encouragement. Our 

ongoing focus on high expectations, strong relationships, and a well-sequenced curriculum means children are 

thriving academically and personally. We are proud that our approach reflects a robust, high-quality standard 

of education, where pupils feel safe, supported and motivated to achieve their best. 

We hope lots of you also had an opportunity to talk to Sophie, 

from Drumbeat Outreach Team, about the support that is 

available for pupils with SEND in Lewisham. Sophie has been 

leading our parent coffee mornings as part of the PINS project 

(Partnerships for Inclusion of neurodiversity in schools) and 

we have one more coffee morning left next termñthe date for 

this will be shared with parents as soon as it has been        

confirmed.  

Lewisham have launched a Microsoft Teams Survey aimed at 

parents/carers of children aged 7 and under, asking about 

support they have received or would like to receive about how 

best to prepare your child for Reception. All submitted  re-

sponses will go into a draw and the winner will get a £50 

voucher. Please fill out the survey before the end of February.  

Supporting Neurodivergent Children During the Half-Term Break 

The half-term break is a great opportunity for children to rest, recharge and enjoy time with family. For many 

children, particularly those who are neurodivergent, changes to routine can sometimes feel unsettling. A few 

small strategies that might help:  

¶ Keep some familiar routines in place, such as regular mealtimes and bedtimes, to help children feel       

secure. 

¶ Talk through plans in advance, using calendars or 

simple visual timetables.  

¶ Build in quiet time alongside busier activities,         

allowing children space to relax and regulate. 

¶ Offer choices where possible, helping children feel 

more in control. 

¶ Continue using strategies that work well during term 

time, such as movement breaks, sensory activities or 

breaking tasks into smaller steps. 

We hope the break provides a chance for everyone to 

rest and return feeling refreshed. 

I nc lus ion  Team 
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Our Inclusion Team 

Ms SewaniñAssistant Headteacher & SENCo 

Ms JoyceñSENCo (Maternity leave) 

Ms WilkinsonñBehaviour & Safeguarding Leader 

They are always available to offer support to families with any concerns or questionsñplease 

get in touch via the School Office or see them in the playground.  
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SIGN UP FOR THIS     
FANTASTIC HALF TERM                   
MULTISPORTS CAMP 
WITH BALLERS SPORTS 

COACHING! 
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BOOK NOW TO 
GUARANTEE 
YOUR SPACE! 



Year  2ñ Mar igo ld  C lass 
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Year  2ñSnowdrop C lass 

At the start of this year, we launched into our learning journey with an exciting focus on plants. Our budding bot-

anists have been exploring how to identify the different parts of a plant and confidently explain their functions. 

Bringing science to life, the children began a òBean Diaryó investigation, changing growing conditions to discov-

er what plants truly need to thrive. They have shown fantastic curiosity and responsibility, carefully recording 

weekly observations and spotting changes over time. 

In PSHE, we have been developing our understanding of òKeeping Safe and Managing Risks.ó The children 

have engaged thoughtfully in discussions about identifying hazards and making sensible, informed choices ñ 

both indoors and outdoors ñ demonstrating growing independence and maturity. 

Maths has been a real highlight! We have been exploring grouping and repeated addition, making strong con-

nections to multiplication. Although challenging at times, the children have shown great resilience and enthusi-

asm, especially during our creative òBuilding Groups of Windowsó project, where they transformed abstract 

numbers into practical, visual structures. A brilliant example of Dalmain determination and creativity in action! 

 
What a fantastic start to 2026 it has been in Snowdrop Class! We have truly     

embodied our Dalmain spirit this term ñ working hard, showing curiosity and    

taking pride in everything we do. 

Our learning has been rich and memorable. In RE, we explored Hindu weddings 

and brought our learning to life by recreating different parts of the ceremony. In 

Science, we became young investigators, growing our own beans and comparing 

them to plants without the essential conditions for survival ñ developing our     

scientific thinking and questioning skills. 

In Art, we produced sensational cityscapes        

inspired by London and Mumbai, carefully        

considering colour, shape and skyline to create 

striking final pieces. In Maths, we have shown real 

determination in our multiplication unit. We even created our own òGroup Cityó 

to showcase our understanding of equal groups, repeated addition and         

multiplication ñ a wonderful example of collaborative learning in action. 

Our writing has been full of creativity and ambition. Inspired by The Bear and 

the Piano, we invented imaginative animal-and-instrument combinations and 

crafted our stories using expanded noun phrases, adverbs and conjunctions to 

bring them to life. 

Snowdrop Class, you have worked incredibly hard and should be very proud of 

yourselves. We are so proud of you all. Have a well-deserved and restful half 

term! 



Language & Commun ica t ion 
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Language & Commun ica t ion 
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