Dear Parents & Carers,

As we come to the end of another wonderful Autumn Term, | a
thrilled to celebrate everything our school community has
achieved together. This term has been filled with inspiring
learning, exciting experiences, and outstanding progress acros
the curriculum. From the curiosity and enthusiasm of our
youngest learners in the Early Years to the confident problem
solving and creativity of our older pupils, it has been a joy to s4
our children thriving every day. A huge well done to everyone!

A huge thank you to our talented musiciaris

| would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the incredible sta Peter, Lucy, Ms Joyce, and Ms Eisélfr their

at Dalmain for their dedication, professionalism, and tireless wonderful string quartet performances at the end

hard work this term. Their higiuality teaching, creative of term! The children thoroughly enjoyed hearing

planning, and unwavering commitment ensure that every childfj Vivaldi'sWinter, The Snowman Sleigh Ride and

challenged, inspired, and supported. It is thanks to their passid§ @ fun singalong version ofWe Wish You a Merry

and collaborative spirit that Dalmain continues to be such a Cf:h”Str.naS et 2V S VY (D SIS i oy

vibrant, inclusive, and nurturing community. of music and give our children such a memorable

gift to end an exciting term!

Finally, thank you to all our

parents and carers for your ongoing support,

encouragement, and partnership. | wish you and your

families a joyful and restful Christmas holiday, and | loo

forward to welcoming all our children back in the New
Year for another

~ exciting term of

f' learning, growth, and

discovery.

. Best wishes, Ms
- Eisele- Headteacher

HOUSE POI
RESULTS

1stfiForest House: 1882

3rdii Oak House: 1567
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We are delighted to share the outcomes of a recent review, which strongly
recognised the exceptional achievements of pupils and staff across
Dalmain Primary School. The feedback celebrates the high quality of
teaching, inspirational | eader ghi

culture, particularly in mathematics, alongside the many strengths of thg

wider school community.

Outstanding Achievement in Mathematics

Mathematics is a standout strength at Dalmain. Teaching is highly consistent and continues to o
from strength to strength, resulting in excellent outcomes. An abecaeerage proportion of pupils
6achieved the expected standard in Year 6, with a notably high number reaching greater dept
compared to local and national figures. Year 4 pupils also exceeded national averages in the

Multiplication Tables Check, providing strong foundations for future success.

Across classrooms, pupils demonstrate confidence, enthusiasm, and a secure understanding Jpf
mathematical concepts. Teachers expertly break learning into clear steps, using practical
resources, visual representations, and strong modelling to support all learners, including pupils \@ith

SEND, enabling them to move confidently from concrete to abstract thinking.

Confident Communicators and Problem Solvers

A defining feature of mathematics teaching at Dalmain is the strong emphasis on oracy and
mathematical language. Pupils confidently articulate their thinking, collaborate with peers, ang
engage in highquality mathematical discussions. Teachers skilfully promote reasoning and
participation, helping pupils to develop confidence, resilience, and independence as learners

Inclusive, Supportive Learning for All

Dalmain is a truly inclusive school. Pupils with SEND are fully engaged, enthusiastic, and we
supported through effective classroom practice and targeted intervention. Support staff are
deployed exceptionally well, using thoughtful questioning and carefully chosen resources to deegpen

understanding and secure progress for all pupils.

Strong Leadership and Excellence from the Early Year:

Leadership in mathematics is highly effective, underpinned by a clear vision and excellent
professional development for staff. Mathematical learning in Nursery and Reception is engagifg
and purposeful, providing a strong foundation and a smooth transition into Year 1, supporting
pupils®&é confidence and well b@i ng

A Thriving School Community

Beyond mathematics, the review highlighted outstanding behaviour, engagement, and attitude o

learning. Pupils are polite, articulate, and respectful, reflecting a strong culture of inclusion an
belonging. Art remains a major strength, with exceptional work produced across the school throfggh
an ambitious and inspiring curriculum.

We are immensely proud of our pupils, staff, and wider school commungy.
This feedback reflects the shared commitment, passion, and ambition tHt

make Dalmain Primary School such an exceptional place to learn anc
grow.



Page 3 Dalmain School Newsletter J!W

NurseryiRose Class

This term, we have been exploring the theme of light and dark. We |

discussed the changing seasons as we moved from autumn into &
winter and delved into the topic of space. Our very own Space Stat
quickly became a class favourite, inspiring lots of imaginative role
play. The children also enjoyed using information books to discove}
more about space and learn about the different planets.

—ue \We OVve been finding .
festivals and celebrations too. The childre

| created vibrant firework paintings for ’
Bonfire Night and loved learning about the
Hindu festival of Diwali, where they

inge

vehlcles They were thrilled to have the chance to <= =
inside the vehicle and explore it up close.

We also had an incredible experience meeting the different animals when
Spirit of the Wild visited us! Wow! The children were so brave and listened E

exceptionally well about the different animals and their natural habitats.

The children have also been working incredibly hard to practise their songs
for the winter performance. They thoroughly enjoy their music sessions wit
Mrs Jackson, and we so enjoyed sharing our performance with all of the
parents and carers. Thank you for all of your support this term!

Learnlng in the Wildlife Garden

he children have thoroughly enjoyed i

; spending time in the wildlife garden, even§s

' as the weather has become colder. They

i have particularly enjoyed observing the
changing seasons, from the leaves

radually turning colour and falling from

he trees, to noticing how the plants and §

insects adapt as winter approaches. Theu

® observations have sparked many

conversations and questions, and it has

been wonderful to see the children

| learning and exploring in a different

= environment.

They have shown great curiosity and care for the natural world, often
stopping to examine the smallest details around them. It has been fantastic to
watch their confidence grow as they explore independently, make discoveries, a
share their ideas with friends. They have been inspired by the beauty and divers
of nature, and their enthusiasm for outdoor learning is contagious. Each visit
brings new excitement and opportunities for discovery, making the wildlife garde

a truly magical learning space.
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Inclusion Team

Our Inclusion Team
Ms SewaniiAssistant Headteacher & SENCo
Ms Joycé SENCo
Ms Wilkinsorii Behaviour & Safeguarding Leader

They are always available to offer support to families with any concerns or questippiease
get in touch via the School Office or see them in the playground.

Inclusion at Dalmain

Dal main School is one of the s @ in
PI' NS programme this year and w; on

various areas.

Th NS Progr amme

Th NS programme is a nation, ngint f
ion (DfE) and NHS Engl an: t he
ment of Health and Soci al al
k of Parent Carer For ums

r Aims include:
Neurodivergent Neurotypical

q ate more inclusive envi Brain functions, learns Those who are
i i : and processes NOT classified as
n main r m ri mar ‘
P a strea P ary s information differently Neurodivergent
. . . than those classified
1 vide early interventi o] as Neurotypical
S

kil school staff thr ol

To trengthen partnerships al
chool s ancdarpearrse.nt

We have benefistcadadolr €cRDwhol dow we can better support our Bneur
relational approach | ooks |Iike and how we can support earlfly co
al so had twompanéengscofftdeby Sophie Hodson, where we have fbeen
pupil ssatvosalt & and communicate their sensory needs and preffere

Our next parent event Widbr baer yo,n Weidate sida ytihe
Parent Teacher Meetings.

As part of& DPuMBestpport for Dal mai n, Tthife v
6: 00pm to talk plar e
We invite Parents to come ahdrleav@earoc

experiences of inclusion at Dal ma@n
Share experiences of parenting hil c
Find out more about SEN, Autism ADt
ssing and other devel opment al dgffer
Find out about the services and@suprg
g en with additional needs in Lewi@shar
Suggest ways to increase representat

Vestibular at Dal mai n

your child receives additional SEN
Interoception | Proprioception meeting with Ms SéfFaemir uan yWe @bn el g & &y !
view the tar@etsaonipguplahil Weljreal

this area so please get in toug@h if
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feel s ' I a

ti me. 6

What ADHD can be like, by Dalmain parents

Dalmain, like any other primary school, is lucky enough to have a fair few ADHDers in it
classrooms. The way that ADHD shows up is different for everyone, but Dalmain parent$
have shared what itds | i ke for their chfj Il d

OHe candt sit still at the table at megal:'t
OWhen sheds into something, she candt fjsee
oOHe i s s-whenlragka guestian, | would never expect the answer he comes

ut with.©o

oOWhen itds something he | oves, he can §f oc
OMy son talks to himself in the bathr aom.
I's brain whirring round all the ti me. 6

T 0For wus, I tds asking questions and then i
Starting and fully engaging i n an acti vty
constantly upside down! Feeling paralysed by paragraphs of wordkey need bullet
points!o

f oMy kids are very sensitive ¢tiot Gasnya lsmalsgtht
physically painful someti mes©é.

1 0l mpul sive and distractible. But so ch
T 0l dve noticed how amazing my ADHD son {]i s
a nasty cut on the head, he cal med hi d o w

If your children are struggling to focus
wildly creative, energetic or have big
feelingsthis short videomight be

hel pful . It tal ks
have ADHD, from a “rocys N

AIRPLANE

“\HAT'S HiS
toy, or regular movement breaks. The e B
~N

perspective. School can do all kinds ¢ £ s A o T
things to help, like give them a fidget
=27
f\_/

can break down tasks into bullets to

SONG
help them foIIow_and keep focus. & STucK
More than anything, they can un 5 DAYS

derstand, and help find ways for then

. / T
to learn and make friendships. ADHD ‘stogo |
is a lifelong brain differencei t 0 s SHOP 7
choice. The more we all understand . ws'

this, and the small thingswe candot =~ \, /., «"0MG | ForgoT
- MY UMBRELLA iN

support, the more . THE BUS !
community thrives. w

E s My PH?NE
— RINGING?

(@THe _Mini_ADHD_COACH

If you want to talk more about this,
come and chat to parents and experts in the lower hall at the next pareéaaicher meet-
ings day. We promise it wondt be boring


https://youtu.be/1t9UHQgtDfU?si=soRJCqYiCqX3hy75
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Lewisham

Ongoing sessions for parents and carers of children and young
people with SEND who would like to take part in strategic
discussions with senior leaders in Lewisham.

Come along to:
¢ hear from SEND Services across education, health and

social care

« share your views and ask questions about wider SEN

strategic matters
« find out more about Lewisham's future plans and support

available to learners with SEND

Why attend?
have your voice heard in shaping services and provisions
gain a better understanding of local SEND priorities
connect with other parents and carers
meet senior managers from the local authority as well as

NHS and other partners
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resentation from Senior managers leading the discussion
n and Answer session with parents/carers
ion on emerging challenges and opportunities
ction plan where appropriate and required and determine
ents and carers will be kept updated

Dates:

Wednesday 3 December 2025, 6-8pm

Provision of Early Intervention and Meeting needs via SEN support
Advice from schools and partners on what support looks like for learners
without EHC plans.

Tuesday 27 January 2026, 6-8pm

SEND Reforms: White Paper

The Government is proposing significant changes to the SEN system.
We want to ensure that you can feed into the consultation.

Venue:

Buses: 47, 54, 75, 136, 171, 181, 185, 199, 208,
320, 336, 380
Nearest stops: Catford Road / Lewisham Town
Hall. 2-3 minutes walk from Catford Bridge and
Catford Train stations.
There is no free parking in the area

For accessibility needs or questions, contact:
stella.sumah@lewisham.gov.uk
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Receptiom Daffodil Class

Autumn 2 has been a wonderfully busy and exciting term in Daffodil Class. During, . &
Maths Week, we readHow Many Jelly Beansand the children estimated how many
jelly beans they thought were inside our class jar. At the end of the week, we cou
them together and were amazed to discover there were 279 jelly beans in total!

' & This has given the children a lovely
opportunlty to share a book with someone special from home. We w
continue to welcome parents and carers every Friday morning, so

please do feel free to pop in.

|nclud|ng Bonfire Night and Diwali. They particularly enjoyed
re-enacting the Diwali story in a class play. In addition, they have been
b working hard to learn the songs and actions for our upcoming winter

performance and are very excited to wear their costumes and perform
for their grownups. It has truly been a memorable term for Daffodil

4 Class!

Daisy Class has had a wonderful Autumn term. One of the highlights was
welcoming a parent into the classroom to play her violin, bringing Julia
*Do n al dTskabyMcSato life in a truly magical way. The children loved the
: storytelllng and listened carefully to the different =

and even a tarantula. The children were incredibly
brave, and some even had the opportunity to hold ar’™®
animal. They were wonderfully calm and careful,

showing great respect for each creature.

M Another exciting highlight was our trip to the
~ pantomimefi oh yes we didThe children were thrillec
 to watch Dick Whittington and His Catford Catt the

Catford Broadway Theatre and were captivated by t
lively performances, sound effects and colourful

costumes.

AWe are now feeling wonderfully festive and full of
holiday spirit. If anyone spots a cheeky elf up to o
mischief, please do let us know where you have seei@

him!
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The Friends of Dalmain

0&’ FRIENDS @friends_of _dalmain) ’\[0

O F DA L M A I N https//www.pta-events.com/friendsofdalmain/

THANK YOU!

Y N
¢ 2 pRCS

Dalmain Winter Wonderland

This half term’s highlight was without doubt the spectacular
Winter Wonderland fair!

.

The school was transformed into a None of this would be possible
festive hub where families enjoyed  without the incredible dedication of
brilliant games, delicious food, a the school community. Enormous
magical Santa’s grotto, creative thanks goes to EVERYONE who
crafts, and an array of incredible volunteered, baked, decorated,
homemade treats at Made for sung, cooked, wrapped, organised
Dalmain! We even had and supported. It was an incredible
marshmallow toasting - a cosy, team effort and a celebration of the
crackling hit enjoyed by the community that makes Dalmain so
children and grown ups alike. special!
e — —
Tea
towels and
cards
£268

7%
v
i
N\
\
\
E

Winter
Wonderland
Fair Christmas
£6,100!! Trees
£979

o\ %

N 72\ ZN /A 7

V// /(A \\"CRS (L AEAR """ //
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You have funded....

Dalmain School Newsletter

The Friends of Dalmain

FRIENDS

@friends_of _dalmain)

€)

O F DA L M A I N https//www.pta-events.com/friendsofdalmain/

Beyond the fun, Friends of Dalmain fundraising has also made a
significant impact on learning and enrichment across the school - here
are some of the things that you have supported

Brand new iPads
The new iPads are already being
put to good use in classrooms -
Year 4 put them to work to research
European countries, diving into
geography with extra enthusiasm!

New football kit
We were proud to fund new football
kit for the school team, who
debuted it on 6 December - and
even celebrated by scoring a
couple of goals!

Drama workshops
The incredibly popular Primary
Shakespeare workshops are back
this year, helping Dalmain pupils
develop their performance skills and
grow in confidence

Maths workshop
All year groups benefitted from a

specialist maths workshop,
stretching their learning in an
different and engaging way

Contribution to class trips
We helped support some fantastic
class trips this term - Reception had
a great time at the pantomime (oh
yes they did!), year 4 adventured to
the Science Museum, and more!

Philosophy classes
Philosophy classes continue to
support pupil’s critical reasoning,
empathy and confidence - and
inspire mind-blowing conversations
on the way home from school!

Watch out for reading events and library fundraising to
celebrate the national year of reading in 2026!

Dates for your diary

¢ Quiz night Fri 30 January
¢ Music night: Fri 20 March
¢ World cup celebrations: TBC

e Summer Fair: Sat 27 June

If you have questions,
r"/”\ suggestions or would
\ like to support us,
please email:

4
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Year 1iBluebell Class

Bluebell Class have been on superhero missions this term Filth and Vacuu
wanted to wreak havoc in our school, so we wrote letters to Ms Eisele and|
Mayor to ask for a superhero to help us save the day. Inspired by this, the
children created and designed their own superheroes, giving them a name
costume, superpower, super words and a logo. We then wrote our own
stories explaining how our heroes could save our school.

We have loved Maths this term, exploring mass and capacity, as well as
enjoying some wonderful jelly bean activities. The children continued and
created patterns, explored number composition and even took home a
few sneaky jelly beans at the end! We have also been learning how to

partition numbers into parts using the padpartdwhole model.

Another highlight was our visit from the emergency services. Firefighters,
paramedics and police officers let us explore their vehicles and try on
some of their equipment. We al so vi
were fascinated to learn about the different parts of the building and

listened to the Christmas story to support our RE learning.

Bluebell Class have been wonderfulf
this term. As we bring out the glitter
| and sparkles to celebrate all things |
Christmassy, we are reminded of
how far they have come and how
¥ proud we are of them. Well done,
brilliant Bluebell Class!

This half term has been amazing! Foxglove Class have really enjoyed our
Maths investigations, especially as we began our new unit on comparing
guantities. The children have been spotting Maths all around us and loved
using counting bears to show groups that|
were more, less or the same.

Il n Writing, t he chi
impressed me. Our first book of the half
term wasSend for a SuperheroOver the
first few weeks, we wrote messages from
Superhero HQ, designed our own

from the emergency services an

our trip to the local church. We
88 have also been practising our

: ;\ songs for the Winter

' Performances and are very much looking forward to seeing all of

our grownups there. Well done, Foxglove Class!
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Every class in KS2 elects two Eco Councillors to represent their class that year. This is a very

petitive process because so many children want to be in the Eco Council! We had to prepare &
presentation, talking about what we would do as Eco Councillors and the impact we could havg
After some amazing presentations, we were so excited to be elected Eco Councillors this year
have enjoyed attending meetings this term. We have also been helping with the recycling bins
around the school and ensuring that waste is disposed of correctly.

At the Winter

Fair, we also had §
a dedi cal
Stall 6 w
children and

adults could
decorate their

own reusable

tote bag. Here

are some
examples.

We chose this as a focus because plastic bags create plastic pollution which means thatreals
and birds can get trapped, tangled and even strangled by all kinds of plastic waste. The averadg
plastic bag is only used for 12 minutes, but it takes more than 400 years to decompo¥¢hen
plastic breaks down inthe ocean, t d 0 e s n 0 tconpletely® k justl getassmaller and

ends up being swallowed by fish and other marine animals and birds. The tiny particles of plas
absorbtoxic industrial chemicalswhich, when eaten by fish, are absorbed into their tissues and
are eventually eaten by humans.

Did you know that every year 8 million
tonnes of plastic
beautiful blue oceans?

However, you can be part of the solution! You ca
choose to use reusable bottles, shopping bags
(like the tote bags!) and buy loose fruit and veg

and not using pointless plastic.

By Ruby and Caspar (Lily Class)
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Year 2ii Marigold Class

This term in Year 2 has been filled with exciting learning adventures acros
all subjects. In Writing, we explored the them#ourneys Homea story

about endangered animals finding their way back to safety. The children
produced imaginative and heartfelt narratives that showed their growing §&

confidence as writers. We then began our new topM/e Are Water
Protectors After learning about waterways and the importance of clean |
water, the children designed their own rivers, complete with river creature_
and thoughtful sentences explaining why water is essential for living thing

In Maths, we have focused on calculations within 20 to solve a variety of
problems. The children were introduced to helpful strategies, including

bridging to 10, partitioning, using the bar model and finding differences.

dl They also practised comparing quantities using the terms more and fewer,
confidently making statements such a

OThIS jar has fewer

In Geography, the children learned to us
maps to identify and name the seven
continents and the five oceans. Their
enthusiasm grew as they discovered
fascinating facts about the oceans and
explored ways to protect them. In RE, we studied important symbols in
Christianity, with the highlight

As we reflect on a wonderful term of learning, we are grateful for your co
tinued support and look forward to sharing more updates soon.

Year 2diSnowdrop Class

What a wonderful half term it has been in Year 2! Time has flown by and
we canod6t quite believe it is almost

building each day. : - pp— = [§ [El|

This term, a big focus has been on
protecting the environment. In Art, we
learnt about art activism and created
our own water sculptures from clay. In
Writing, we read two moving book§he
Journey Homeand The Water £
Protectors learning about endangered | §
animals & environments before writing |
our own persuasive pieces to encourag
others to become environment '

champions , just like us.

|l earning about Earth
We were lucky enough to join a Zoom call wi Lk
two scientists speaking I|ve from Antarctica about the amazmg work they do

L In RE, we have been learning stories that are important to Christianity and the
Mtraditions of Christmas, and we enjoye
consolidate this learning. What an amazing term!
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