
NewsletterñOctober 2025 
What a fabulous start to the 2025-26 academic year 

weõve had! From the moment our children stepped 

through the doors, it has been nothing short of joyful to 

see how confidently they have embraced their new 

routines and settled into life at Dalmain. Iõm incredibly 

proud of you all! 

A huge thank-you to our fantastic Staff Team for your 

dedication, positivity and energy in supporting our 

learners. Your work day in, day out, is what makes our 

school a place of belonging, growth and joy. And a very 

warm welcome to the new families who have joined us 

this year ð youõve already added so many smiles and 

stories. 

This term has been brimming with excitement! Standout moments include our 

vibrant World Food Day celebration, where we embraced the wonderful diversity of 

our community; the incredible trips to the Horniman Museum, London Transport 

Museum, Natural History Museum, and Catford Synagogue; the launch of our new 

Chess Club; and the hugely popular Halloween Disco. And of course, our Year 6s are 

off on their residential this week ñ we canõt wait to hear all their stories when they 

return! 

Looking ahead, we are buzzing with excitement 

for our seasonal Winter Performances and 

canõt wait to welcome back Spirit of the Wild 

after Half Term for more thrilling learning 

adventures. 

Enjoy a well-deserved, restful half-term break, 

and I look forward to seeing you all in Term 2 

for more learning, laughter and growing 

together.            Best wishes, Ms Eisele - Headteacher 

DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

HOUSE POINT      
RESULTSðso far... 

Forest House: 891 Grove House: 429 

Hawthorne House:  590 Oak House: 670 

Term 2 Dates 

All Key Dates can be found on our website 

under Current Information 

Open Classrooms: Tuesday 4th November  

3:30-4:15pm 

FOD Winter Fair: Saturday 6th December   

12:00-3:00pm 

WINTER PERFORMANCES 

Wednesday 10th December  

9.30am ð Years 1 & 2  

2:00pm ð Years 3 & 4  

5:00pm - Years 5 & 6  

Thursday 11th December 

9:30am - Reception  

2:00pm - Years 5 & 6  

2:45pm ð Nursery Singalong  

5:00pm - Years 3 & 4 

Friday 12th December 

9:30am - Reception  

2:00pm ð Years 1 & 2  

END OF TERM: Thursday 19th December at 

1:00pm 



AUTHOR VISIT 
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A Special Visit from Author Jamel Carly 

Campbell 
We were delighted to welcome Jamel 

Carly Campbell ñ a Black British     

author, Early Years specialist, and 

proud ex Lewisham resident ñ into 

our Nursery and Reception this week. 
 

Jamel shared his book, Oluõs Teacher: 

A Story about Starting Nursery, with 

the children through an engaging and 

joyful storytelling session. The       

afternoon was filled with laughter, 

singing, and the joy of rhymes and 

stories, as Jamel connected        

beautifully with our young learners. 
 

His warm and animated storytelling 

style, rooted in his many years of      

experience in Early Years education, 

helped the children feel seen, heard, 

and excited about the world of 

books. Representation matters and 

it was powerful for the children to 

meet an author who reflects the rich 

diversity of our wider community. 

 
 

Jamelõs visit was truly 

a highlight ñ an       

inspiring and      

worthwhile              

experience for all    

involved. We are so 

grateful he took the 

time to come and 

share his talents with 

us! 
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Food Donation Week 2025 

Dalmain Primary School proudly took part in Food Donation Week from Monday 6th  October to 

Friday 10th October. We were delighted to welcome representatives from the Lewisham Local 

Food Cycle, who delivered a special assembly for our KS1 and KS2 pupils. The assembly    

highlighted the importance of  reducing food waste and understanding why food sustainability 

matters. 

Throughout the week, we asked our parents and children to 

donate food itemsñand you certainly delivered! 

Our school community came together with         

incredible generosity, filling boxes with tins, packets, and 

fresh produce.  

A heartfelt thank you to all parents and carers for your 

generous contributions during our Week of Food Donation. The team 

at Lewisham Food Cycle were truly  overwhelmed 

by the kindness shown by our school community. 

Your donations will make a real difference to 

some of the most vulnerable people in our area. 

This initiative has not only supported those in 

need but also provided our children with a        

valuable lesson in compassion, community spirit, 

and the importance of helping others. 

THANK YOU! 

FOOD BRINGING US TOGETHER! 

Look what we 

collected! 

Dalmain Primary School Celebrates 

World Food Day! 

Dalmain Primary School recently came together to celebrate 

World Food Day, embracing our theme: òOne School, Many 

Flavours ð Come & Celebrate Our Diversity Through Food!ó 

Families, children, and staff joined in a joyful celebration, 

sharing dishes from around the world and exploring the rich 

diversity within our school community. 

The event was a wonderful opportunity for everyone to       

connect, try new foods, and learn about different cultures. 

Smiles, laughter, and the delicious aromas of home-cooked 

meals filled the school hall, reminding us of the power of food 

to bring people together. 

Thank you to all families who contributed their favourite    

dishes and helped make this celebration such a memorable 

and inclusive experience. 



Nurser yñRose C lass 
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It has been a great start to the year in Rose Class! The children 

have been settling in well and adjusting to their new environment. 

They have actively engaged in exploring the various indoor and    

outdoor spaces, familiarising themselves with the resources      

available. The children have done an amazing job learning all the 

new routines, especially during carpet time, demonstrating great 

participation and enthusiasm. 

Weõve enjoyed reading the    

story ôOwl Babiesõ, which has 

helped the children with the 

transition into nursery. As part 

of this, each child created their 

very own Owl Babyñan activity they all thoroughly enjoyed. 

Weõve also been learning about 

the Zones of Regulation, which 

has really helped the children 

talk about and manage their 

emotions in a positive way. 

We were lucky enough to have 

a visit from the author Laura 

Henry-Allain, best known for 

the ôJoJo and Gran-Granõ series. It was a memorable experience as 

the children love storytelling and reading. 

We look forward to continuing to build on their curiosity and love of learning as we move through the 

term. It has been such a joy getting to know each child and seeing their confidence grow each day. 

The children have really enjoyed exploring the Wildlife Garden during Forest School. Theyõve had great 

fun searching for bugs and discovering the different colours of the autumn leaves. Weõve been talking 

about the changes that occur during this season and have started to notice these transformations 

during our visits to the garden. 

The Wildlife Garden has quickly become a favourite part of the week for both Reception classes. The 

children have loved learning how to climb trees, investigate their surroundings, and play hide and 

seek among the bushesñitõs always such fun! One afternoon, we were even lucky enough to spot 

some tiny frogs! 

I wonder if you can spot anyone hiding through the undergrowth? 

Learn ing  i n  the  Wi ld l i fe  Garden 



The Fr iends  o f  Da lma in 
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The Fr iends  o f  Da lma in 
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Recep t ionñDaf fod i l  C lass 
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We have had a wonderful start to the term in Daffodil Class! The children have been busy 

learning each otherõs names, exploring our Reception environment, and building new 

friendships. It has been lovely to see all the children settling in to our routines so quickly. 

Daffodil Class were thrilled to welcome one of our wonderful parents, who kindly came in to teach us some 

ballet positions and movements. We had a fantastic time learning how to get into first and second position. 

The children loved listening carefully and moving gracefully to classical music.  

Autumn leaves are starting to fall, and we have begun collecting all kinds of natural objects, such as acorns 

and conkers, that can be found on the ground at this time of year. The children have loved using their          

findings in creative play, exploring textures, colours, and patterns in nature. They also enjoy making all sorts of 

imaginative concoctions in the mud kitchen ñ from soups and teas to magical potions! We have been hard at 

work planting daffodil bulbs and canõt wait to watch them blossom when spring arrives. We are so proud of the 

childrenõs enthusiasm, teamwork, and progress this half term, and we wish everyone a happy, restful half term 

break as we look forward to more exciting learning ahead!  

What a wonderful start to the school year weõve had in Daisy Class! 

The children have settled beautifully into their new classroom, & itõs 

been a joy to watch them grow in confidence & curiosity each day. 

We began the term with a mystery! Strange footprints appeared in 

the classroom ñ could they belong to Wild Things? This sparked fantastic detective work, creative 

thinking, and even the design of imaginative cages to try and catch these mysterious visitors. 

As part of our focus on celebrating what makes us unique, weõve been     

exploring our differences and similarities. Weõve looked closely at our skin, 

hair, and interests, encouraging conversations about what makes us      

special and how we are all connected. Hair Love inspired lots of role play in 

our class hair salon ñ though it was occasionally a little painful for the 

adults involved! These activities led to thoughtful discussions about        

belonging and kindness. Our Skin, a child-friendly book, helped us explore 

racism and the importance of treating everyone with 

love and respect. One child reflected, òWe all have 

hearts and feelings, so we need to be kind to each other.ó 

To bring these ideas to life, we carried out an egg experiment. The children no-

ticed that, although the eggs had different coloured shells, they were the same 

inside ñ just like us! 

We are so proud of all the childrenõs progress and wish everyone a happy, restful 

half term! 

Recep t ionñDaisy  C lass 



We are very excited to be part of the     

Partnership for Inclusion of Neurodiversity 

in Schools (PINS) project this year, funded 

by NHS England in partnership with the  

Department of Education, Department for 

Health and Social Care and the National 

Network of Parent Carer Forums (NNPCF).  

 

The purpose of this project is to improve 

the experience of mainstream school for 

children who may have an additional       

educational need.  

The programme aims to:  

¶ help shape whole-school special educational needs and disabilities 

(SEND) provision 

¶ provide early interventions at a school level 

¶ upskill school staff 

¶ support the strengthening of partnerships between schools and parent 

carers 

To help us identify what area(s) to focus on, we are asking all our parents of 

children with SEND to complete a survey using the link on                    

https://forms.gle/PTZfBs5NMiSJSsRi6  

The information from the survey will be used to help us understand our 

strengths and potential areas of improvement at Dalmain School.  

Our first PINS coffee morning will be held on Friday 24th October. We will 

have three more coffee mornings as part of the programme and we will 

share the dates with you in due course so please keep an eye out!  

I nc lus ion  Team 
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Our Inclusion Team 

Ms SewaniñAssistant Headteacher & SENCo 

Ms JoyceñSENCo 

Ms WilkinsonñBehaviour & Safeguarding Leader 

They are always available to offer support to families with any concerns or questionsñplease 

get in touch via the School Office or see them in the playground.  



I nc lus ion  Team 
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Year  1ñBluebe l l  C lass 
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What a brilliant start we've had in Bluebell Class! The children have     

settled in beautifully, embracing Year 1 with curiosity, enthusiasm, and a 

positive attitude. Weõre so proud of how well theyõve adapted to new   

routines and challenges. 

In English, we began with the mischievous Naughty Bus, inspiring imaginative storytelling, descriptive 

writing, and our own mini books. We then journeyed into space with Astro Girl, learning about          

astronauts, rockets, life on the ISS, and creating a class space fact file. 

In Maths, weõve strengthened our understanding of numbers to 20 using hands-on activities and    

outdoor learning to make maths fun and meaningful. 

Our History and DT learning has explored transport through time. We designed boats, learned about 

animals that helped pave the way for spaceflight, and built cars with working wheels and axles,  

showing teamwork and creativity. Science has also been a real hit, as we explored our five senses 

through exciting investigations, including tasting and smelling different foods. 

A huge well done to all of Bluebell Class for a fantastic start to Year 1ñwe are so proud! 

Welcome to Year 1 Foxglove Class! The whole class has          

transitioned fantastically from Reception and started the year 

with a great attitude to their learning. 

We have been            

consolidating our      

number bonds to 10 and 

20 over the past few 

weeks and have especially enjoyed our lessons outdoors. We 

went on number hunts around the playground, finding bricks, 

leaves, stones, and more. 

This half term we have read The Naughty Bus and Astro Girl. Everyone was 

very surprised by the mischief the Naughty Bus got up to and loved writing 

sensible rules for him to follow. When Astrid from Astro Girlõs bag         

mysteriously appeared in our classroom, it inspired everyone to design 

rockets, planets, and think about what we would need to bring to space. 

One of our favourite subjects so far has been Science. We have explored 

the senses, going on a hunt for sounds around the school, tasting          

different fruits, and playing games with our eyes closed. 

What a wonderful start to the yearñwe are so impressed by everyone! 

Year  1ñFoxg love .C lass 
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Year 1 Learning Environment 

We are in the exciting process of developing our Year 1 learning areas to in-

spire children to become more independent and self-directed learners, follow-

ing their own interests and curiosity through a range of topics and learning 

opportunities. 

While we plan to purchase new equipment throughout the year, we would be 

hugely grateful for any donations if you happen to be having a clear-out at 

home and have items that could support our learning spaces.  

We are particularly on the look out for games and activities relating to: 

ß Space and the Universe 

ß Sea, Pirates & Seaside 

ß Nature & Minibeasts 

ß Dinosaurs 

ß Transport 

 

However, any of the following items in good condition would be hugely appreciated! 

Art & Craft Supplies 

Colouring pencils, felt pens, Sellotape, masking tape, chalks, oil pastels, crayons, whiteboard pens, glue 

sticks, big rolls of paper, tags and labels, envelopes, sticky notes, blank postcards, clipboards, fabrics 

(linked to classroom topics), lolly sticks, pompoms, feathers, pipe cleaners, glitter, gems, pasta shapes, 

paint brushes, water pots, water-based poster paint, playdough cutters and rolling pins, aprons, water 

measuring vessels, funnels, jugs, pipes, scoopers, and stencils. 

Creative & Construction Resources 

Small world toys (animals, minibeasts, dinosaurs, vehicles, people, etc.), natural materials, pegs, baking 

tins, small tools, food colouring, real kitchen utensils (saucepans, frying pans, sieves, baking resources), 

letter and number stamps or cutters, clay, Magna-Tiles, mini bricks and building materials, construction 

toys, beanbags, cones, tarpaulins, hula hoops, plastic money, and more! 

Larger Items 

Cable reels, guttering, ramps, building blocks, large bricks and construction                                             

equipment, wheels, all-weather storage units, mini wheelbarrows, etc. 

And basically, anything else you think might be useful or youõre looking to pass on! 

Please speak with the Year 1 team if you have any questions. THANK YOU! 

 

 

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ ǘƻ ¸ŜŀǊ мΗ 


