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        Dalmain Primary School                       








Dear Parents and Carers 
September 2025 Welcome Letter 
It’s the start of another exciting year at Dalmain, and we can’t wait to see everyone back on Wednesday 3rd September! A very warm welcome to all the new families and staff who are joining our community – we’re so pleased to have you with us. We hope you’ve all had a happy, safe, and restful summer break.
This letter shares some key reminders and notifications for the start of term. More detailed information about clubs, instrumental lessons, parent workshops, and other opportunities will follow over the next few weeks. In the meantime, please find some general information below.
General Start of Term Information
	Key Dates & Information
	All Key Dates for the entire academic year can be found on the school website at:
Dalmain Primary School - Whole School Information
https://www.dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk/page/?title=Whole+School+Information&pid=60
We endeavour to strike the right balance of the frequency and quantity of information circulated so that families have accurate information in a timely manner. The website is the best place to find key information such as:
· Key Dates: the main dates for the entire school year eg, Winter performances and Parent Teacher meetings. 
· Year group specific information: including the weekly PE / library sessions, dates of instrumental lessons and clubs, and also an overview of the curriculum map for that year group.

	School Day Timings
	To help ensure a calm, positive, and safe start to the day, the bell is rung 5 minutes before teachers arrive. This signals to children that it is time to line up. We kindly ask parents and carers to support us by making sure children arrive on time and encouraging them to walk sensibly to their class lines or classrooms once the bell has rung.
The school day timings are as follows:
· Start of school: 8:45am (gates open at 8:30am)
· End of school: 3:15pm (gates open at 3:00pm)

	Drop Off & Pick Up Locations
	For both morning drop-off and afternoon collection, please meet your child(ren) at the following locations:
· Nursery, Reception, Y1 & Y2: At the classroom door.
Reception & Y1 families: For the first 6 weeks of term, access will be via the Nursery playground due to building works at the Brockley Rise end of the site. Once the works are complete, we will return to the usual entrance route. Thank you for your patience and support during this time.
· Y3 & Lily Class (Y4): Outside the main school entrance. Children will be met by their teacher and escorted to their classrooms.
· Jasmine Class (Y4) & Cosmos Class (Y6): Outside the middle staircase. Children will be met by their teacher and taken to their classrooms.
· Y5 (both classes) & Iris Class (Y6): Outside the end staircase (next to the Lower Hall). Children will be met by their teacher and taken to their classrooms.
Members of the Senior Leadership Team are always present around the school site during drop-off and pick-up times. We greatly value these opportunities to connect with families and are available to discuss any concerns.
As these are very busy times of day, please remember that children’s safety is our top priority. 
If you would like to speak directly with a teacher, we kindly ask that you arrange an appointment via the School Office at admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk

	Dalmain is Smart Phone Free
	Since 2024, Dalmain has been smart phone free and we ask that:
· All parents, carers and members of the public to refrain from using any mobile device at morning drop off or afternoon collection.
· Only ‘brick’ phones (phones that do not have internet access) to be used by children – any smart phones brought into school will be handed in to the school and parents asked to meet with a member of the Senior Leadership Team to collect them.
Thank you for your support with our school’s policy on this matter.

	Breakfast Club and After School Club

	Our wonderful on site wrap around care providers, Top Marks Coaching, will be continuing to run their club every day for Breakfast Club and After School Club. This will resume on Wednesday 3rd September. 
They offer:
· a range of exciting and engaging activities including multi sports, arts & crafts, karaoke and dance to name but a few
· flexible booking, including ad hoc places
· provision for all year groups, including EYFS
· a light evening snack
· direct bookings including ad hoc places
Further information can be found on their website: https://topmarksports.co.uk/
If children attend Top Marks, they will still also be able to attend Dalmain's curriculum clubs too. 
The prices of the clubs will be:
· Breakfast Club £5 per day or £22.50 for full week
· After School Club £12 per day or £55 for full week
Please register and book at topmarksportscoachingltd.ipalbookings.com 
If you have any queries or need help to book please contact Mark Hyland on 07901 768436 or email info@topmarksportscoaching.co.uk 

	School Uniform

	All children are expected to wear school uniform every day. Please label every item with your child’s name.
Uniform includes:
· Maroon sweatshirt or cardigan (with school badge)
· Grey or black trousers, skirt, or shorts
· Plain white shirt or polo shirt (with or without school badge)
· Summer dresses: yellow & white or red & white check
· Footwear: plain, flat, dark shoes or trainers (no heels, no open toes)
· Tie (optional)
PE Kit:
· White T-shirt (school badge optional)
· Dark blue, grey, or black shorts/joggers
On PE days, children should come to school wearing their PE kit and remain in it all day (no uniform needed).
Important:
· No logos or designer labels are permitted.
Where to buy:
· Wearabouts Schoolwear, 99 Sydenham Road, SE26 5UA
Tel: 020 8659 9917

	Home School Communications
	We do our best to keep communications clear and to the point, with as much detail as possible included. However, there may be times during the school year when we need to send out more frequent updates.
To help us respond quickly and efficiently, please use the following email addresses when contacting our Office Team:
· attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk – Admissions (including Nursery & Reception intakes) and attendance
· office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk – Finance, curriculum clubs, instrumental lessons, trips, medicines or allergies
· admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk – All other queries
As we receive a large number of emails each day, we give priority to urgent matters (e.g. changes to pick-up arrangements or medical concerns). For general enquiries, we aim to reply within 3 working days.

	Clubs & Instrumental Lessons

	These will start again from the week beginning Monday 22nd September 2025. Sessions run for 10 weeks each full term (5 before Half Term and 5 after).
A separate communication will be sent with full details on:
· How to sign up
· Payment information
· Which day(s) sessions will take place

	Parent Teacher Meetings

	Parent Teacher meetings for all year groups will take place on:
· Wednesday 8th October – afternoon & evening (1:30 – 6:45pm all classes except Marigold only)
· Thursday 9th October – Marigold Class only – afternoon & evening (12:30-5:45pm)
· Friday 10th October – morning (8:00-11:00am)
Further details for each year group will be shared nearer the time.



We’re looking forward to a fantastic year ahead and to working closely with all our families to help every pupil thrive in every aspect of school life. We can’t wait to see you on Wednesday 3rd September at 8:45am!
Best wishes
Ms Eisele
Headteacher
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