
NewsletterñJuly 2025 
A Phenomenal Year of Growth and Achievement 

 

Wowñwhat a year itõs been! As we head into the summer break, itõs the perfect time to 

take a moment to look back and celebrate all the wonderful things weõve accomplished 

together, none of which would have been possible without the cheer, energy and 

fantastic support from everyone within our school community.  

 

To our wonderful pupils ð thank you for your 

boundless curiosity, your kindness, your 

determination, and the joy you bring to school each 

and every day. Your resilience, enthusiasm, and 

growth have been truly inspiring ð itõs a privilege to 

watch you thrive! 

 

To our amazing staff ð your passion, dedication and care shine through in everything you do. You donõt 

just teach; you shape lives, spark imaginations and build confidence. Thank you for going above and 

beyond every single day. 

 

To our parents and carers ð your continued support, encouragement and partnership have been 

invaluable. Thank you for walking alongside us with such trust and positivity, and for helping to shape 

the wonderful community Dalmain is. 

 

Never a school to rest on its laurels, Dalmainõs commitment to 

creativity and academic excellence has continued to flourish 

across 2024-25. This yearõs achievements have been recognised 

again in our most recent external review, where we received glowing feedback, highlights of which 

can be found on Page 2 & 3. Well done to everyone! 

And finally, weõve also made remarkable progress in enhancing our school environment. From 

planting new trees and unveiling our beautiful Rain Garden, to upgrading our EYFS and KS1 outdoor 

areas, our focus on sustainability and playful learning has never been stronger. With the successful 

installation of air source heat pumps already behind us, weõre wrapping up the year on a highñ

starting in July, the entire school will benefit from a brand-new roof! 

 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who has played a part in making this year such a success! We wish 

you all a restful, joyful summer break and look forward to seeing you all in September. 

 

Best wishes, Ms Eisele - Headteacher 

DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

HOUSE POINT      
RESULTS 

3rdñForest House: 4,756 2ndñGrove House: 4,768 

1st ñHawthorne House: 4,902 4thñOak House: 4,744 
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Dalmainõs Development 

Going from Strength to Strength! 
 

At Dalmain, weõre always looking for ways to grow and improveñeven       

following the wonderful feedback we received from our recent Ofsted        

inspection. Thatõs why we invited an external peer review to give us further 

perspectives and help us build on our successes. The review was a hugely 

positive and affirming experience, highlighting so many of the great things 

already happening in our school while offering helpful suggestions to support 

our continued development.  

 

Pupils right across the school exhibit excellent personal, social, and          

behavioural standards, with students demonstrating politeness, welcoming 

attitudes, and inclusivity. 

A strong culture of understanding and practising inclusion is evident across 

the school community. Those speaking to members of the review team were 

very articulate but also thoughtful and reflective. 

 

EYFS 
The Early Years provision is exceptionally 

good and staff are delivering high-quality 

early education through a play-based         

approach using practical, imaginative and 

creative activities to engage childrenõs       

interests. 

Adults working with children in both the 

Nursery and the Reception classes were 

skilled in guiding learning, extending          

language and developing childrenõs         

communication, knowledge, understanding 

& confidence.  

Children also engaged exceptionally well with one another and talked and listened to one anotherõs       

comments and observations, demonstrating strong personal and   

social development.  

Skills and knowledge in literacy and numeracy are built into a wide 

range of tasks and learning opportunities provided for children in 

both the Nursery and the Reception classes. Representation of  

numbers and letters was cleverly included in many different ways 

to reinforce knowledge and recognition of letters and numerals. 

Children had multiple opportunities for mark making and           

developing early writing skills.  

Activities include exciting problem-solving tasks and tasks which   

encouraged exploration and investigation. These experiences 

make a rich and memorable contribution to childrenõs learning.  

Children were immersed and engrossed in their work and were    

enjoying every moment of being in school.  
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Going from Strength to Strength! 
 

Writing 
The quality of writing across the school is strong. 

Published work on display is of very high quality. 

Writing is imaginative and expressive and, even in 

the youngest classes, pupils are producing good 

quality extended writing. 

Their books 

show an        

effective,     

structured 

framework for 

developing writing including learning key grammatical constructions. 

There is good attention to audience and purpose and pupils have 

many relevant purposes for writing to which they can relate.  

Most importantly, the standard of writing is good across different  

ability groups and all groups are accessing a high-quality writing    

curriculum. 

Discussion with pupils indicates a strong enthusiasm for writing, with 

them enjoying the process. In talking about their writing, pupils are   

highly articulate in explaining the purpose of their writing and what 

they enjoy about the process, showcasing confidence and depth in 

their    expression. 

 

Maths 
Reviewers saw many good examples of skilled questioning whereby teachers probed more deeply into    

pupilsõ understanding to check how secure they were. 

Teachers pay very good attention to mathematical vocabulary and ensure that pupils know what key 

terms mean and that they are able to say the words correctly ð 

there were many good examples of pupils rehearsing important 

mathematical terminology. 

Resources are carefully planned and methodically developed to     

support effective learning, especially for those with SEND or        

additional needs.  

Teachers model processes and    

procedures well so that pupils can 

follow their lead and learn from 

watching what they do.   

Reviewers noted the high level of 

engagement of pupils and their    

excellent understanding of class   

routines and teachersõ                

expectations.  



ENRICHMENT CELEBRATION 
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Attached with this newsletter, 

take a look our outstanding   

Enrichment Celebration,         

Issue 2! 



Mr C la rke  i s  re t i r ing ! 
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Farewell to Mr Clarke  

A Truly Inspirational Teacher 

After 21 remarkable years at Dalmain, we say a 

heartfelt farewell to Mr Clarke as he retires from 

teaching. His calm presence, dry wit, and deep 

commitment to childrenõs learning have left an   

indelible mark on our school. 

Mr Clarke has been an inspiration to so manyñboth 

pupils and colleaguesñthroughout his years at 

Dalmain. His love for learning, particularly in Maths 

and Science, was infectious. He had a special     

talent for turning even the trickiest concepts into 

something engaging and accessible, often with a 

clever twist or well-timed joke. Whether explaining 

equivalent fractions or dissecting flowers, his      

lessons were packed with curiosity, challenge, and 

excitement. 

Oscar in Year 5 said, "He always helps me with 

maths questionsñbut makes it fun! I never thought 

fractions could make me laugh!" That blend of humour and learning became something of a Mr Clarke 

trademark. Jasper in Year 6 added, "Enjoy your retirement! We will always remember you... even if you did 

give us those tricky maths problems!" 

His sense of humour didnõt go unnoticed. Niya in Year 4 remembered, "Always making jokes about the old 

daysñlike when calculators were the size of bricks! Weõll miss your sense of humour!" And Stanley in Year 

6 recalled, "My favourite memory was when Mr Clarke put on those hilarious videos where 12 x 7 = 28ñit 

was so funny, and somehow still educational!" 

Mr Clarke has taught across the school, and his impact has been felt by pupils of all ages. Ethan in Year 3 

shared, "He is smart and has helped me many timesñespecially when I was stuck and about to panic!" 

Olive in Year 6 said, "He always knew how to answer my questionsñeven the weird ones! Weõll miss you so 

much, Mr Clarke!" And Alara summed it up beautifully: "He is knowledgeable, wise, and caring. Basically, 

like a walking, talking encyclopedia with a kind heart." 

Beyond the classroom, Mr Clarke has been a dedicated staff governor for many years, championing the 

school community with thoughtfulness and integrity. His contributions have shaped Dalmain's growth,   

always grounded in what was best for the children. He also quietly managed the essential role of         

overseeing health and safety, ensuring the school remained a safe and happy place for everyone. 

When asked to describe him, the words from children and staff come easily: calm, clever, witty, thoughtful, 

generous, and endlessly dependable. A true team player. 

Mr Clarke, thank you for everything you have given to Dalmainñyour knowledge, your humour, your        

wisdom, and your unwavering care. Youõve helped shape not just minds, but the very heart of this school. 

We wish you all the very best for a joyful, well-earned retirement. Your legacy will live onñand you will be 

greatly, deeply missed. 



Miss  Margare t  i s  re t i r ing ! 
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Farewell to Miss Margaret  

A Dalmain Legend 

This term, Dalmain School says goodbye to one of 

its most beloved teachers ð Miss Margaret ð as 

she retires after more than 40 years of devoted 

service. Itõs hard to imagine the school without her. Over the decades, she has worked with countless 

children, supported hundreds of families, and left a lasting mark on every corridor, classroom, and 

heart. 

To the children, sheõs been so much more than a teacher. Sheõs been a comforter, a listener, a      

rescuer ð and sometimes, even a bit of a magician. 

Keanu remembers how she supported him on his learning journey, gently taking him out of class 

when he needed help. òMiss Margaret to the rescue!ó she would say with a smile. Malik recalled the 

time he came in late, worried about his homework. Quietly, without fuss, she spoke to his teacher 

and made everything okay. That was Miss Margaretõs way ð always noticing the little things, always 

stepping in with kindness. 

Bella said sheõll never forget how, when she was younger, Miss Margaret read with her ð a simple 

moment, but one that made her feel safe and seen. Toure shared how they made their own card 

games together, sparking creativity and fun in ways only Miss Margaret could. And Zia said sheõll  

always remember her soft, fluffy jumpers ð a small thing, perhaps, but one that made her feel warm 

just looking at them. 

For so many pupils, Miss Margaret has been a quiet force of care and strength. 

Zoe shared how she always helped sort out problems in class. 

Zara said her handwriting improved thanks to Miss Margaretõs support. 

Rosie remembered being in her spelling groups ð something that made her feel special. 

Muriel told us how Miss Margaret helped with her worries, always listening, always calm. 

Kayden and Ramone said she gave them one-to-one support in English that made all the difference. 

And along with all the learning, there was always plenty of laughter. Milo recalled her pencil case that 

said, òHelp! Miss Margaret trapped us in here!ó ð something that still makes him giggle. Liv           

remembered how sheõd hurry down the corridor in a funny voice, always full of energy and joy. Rollo 

said she often mixed up studentsõ names, which made the whole class laugh ð and somehow 

brought them even closer together. 

When asked to describe her, the words came pouring in: jolly, caring, sweet, funny, welcoming, wise. 

And as Hester so perfectly put it: òMiss Margaret is magicalé like a unicorn.ó 

For over four decades, Miss Margaret has given her time, her heart, and her whole self to this school 

and its children. She has seen generations pass through these gates, always with patience, warmth, 

and a twinkle in her eye. 

Miss Margaret, thank you for everything. Youõve left a legacy of love, laughter, and learning ð and we 

will carry it with us, always. 

Weõll miss you more than words can say. 



Nurser yñTopaz  C lass 
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What a fantastic end to an excellent year in Nursery! Itõs been wonderful 

to see how much the children have learned, grown, and devel-

oped over the year. 

This term, we've been exploring the 

theme of journeys, growth, and change, 

especially as some of our children        

prepare to move on to Reception. A    

highlight was watching our caterpillars 

transform into beautiful butterflies ð a 

magical metamorphosis that reminded 

us how much weõve all changed and 

grown! 

 

Weõve also had lots of fun cooking with 

Mr. Roberts, baking a variety of delicious cakes ð from classic chocolate to a 

summery strawberry treat! 

 

With the warm, sunny weather, outdoor 

play has been a big hit. The children have 

loved slime-making, getting creative in 

the mud kitchen, and junk     

modelling. Weõve also learned 

how to stay healthy and safe in 

the sun by wearing  sunhats,   

applying sunscreen, and drinking 

plenty of water. 

 

We ended the term with our Nursery Teddy Bearsõ Picnic ð a joyful   

celebration to mark the end of a very special year. 

 

Well done to all our little learners ð we are so proud of you!  

To mark the end of the school year, Nursery held a magical teddy 

bearsõ picnic in the Wildlife Garden ð a space that has become so 

special to us through our weekly Forest School adventures. The chil-

dren brought their favourite teddies along for the afternoon, and 

families were warmly invited to join in the fun. 

The garden was transformed with cheerful decorations, soft picnic 

blankets, and music that filled the air with excitement. There was a 

wonderful sense of community as children proudly introduced their 

teddies to their friends, shared snacks, and explored the natural 

surroundings one last time before summer. It was a relaxed and 

joyful afternoon, full of smiles, giggles, and even a few impromptu 

teddy bear dances! 

This special event was not only a celebration of the children's 

achievements but also a chance to reflect on how much theyõve 

grown in confidence, independence, and imagination over the year.  

Thank you to all the parents and carers who joined us, brought 

treats, and helped make the afternoon so memorable. Your support, 

warmth and encouragement have been invaluable all year, and 

weõre so grateful to share this journey with you. 

Teddy Bearõs Picnic in the Wildlife Garden 



Inclusion at Dalmain 

We have been working to support and prepare all children for the transition to next year. This has included   

creating and updating pupil passports, creating transition packs for pupils to take home with some information 

about their new classes and new teachers and visits to the new classrooms and playgrounds. We hope these 

will prepare and reassure our pupils over the Summer holidaysñand as always, do come and talk to us if you 

have any further questions.  

Below are some tips you may find useful for the Summer holidays:  

 

Tips for supporting children through transitions:  

1. Visual aids: using photos of places your child will 

visit    during the holidays can help them visualize 

and prepare for new experiences. Seeing images of 

the airport, the  holiday destination or a relativeõs 

home can ease anxiety.  

2. Countdown calendar: creating a calendar to count down the days to an upcoming 

transition can provide a sense of control and anticipation. Marking off days and   

discussing what to expect can help your child feel 

more secure and excited about the change.  

3. Sensory awareness: being mindful of your childõs     

sensory processing needs is crucial. Changes in       

environment can be overwhelming, so incorporating 

familiar sensory 

tools, like their 

usual pillow case 

or favourite 

foods, can help 

your child     

manage         

transitions more 

comfortably.  

 

I nc lus ion  Team 
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Our Inclusion Team 

Ms SewaniñAssistant Headteacher & SENCo 

Ms JoyceñSENCo 

Ms WilkinsonñBehaviour & Safeguarding Leader 

They are always available to offer support to families with any concerns or questionsñplease 
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Recep t ionñJade C lass 
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Weõve had a fantastic time in Reception, exploring, learning, and 

having fun together! 

 

Inspired by the book Izzy Gizmo, weõve been busy becoming        

inventors. We discovered that we can achieve anything we set our 

minds to ñ all it takes is trying! Sometimes, making a mistake or 

trying something for the first time can lead to the best ideas. 

 

We also explored routines and expectations of behaviour through The Bad 

Seed, helping us think about the choices we make and how we treat others. 

While reading The Magical Yet, we talked about things weõre not good at... 

yet! We even had a go at something completely new ñ a karate lesson! 

 

In art, we studied the work of Van Gogh and created our own masterpieces 

inspired by his style. The children's artwork was incredible and full of detail. 

 

One of our favourite times was Pirate Week! Both children and staff 

dressed up as pirates. We drew treasure maps, made up pirate stories, and 

even wrote lists of what weõd need to take aboard our ship. No one had to 

walk the plank, but we did build an awesome pirate ship outside for role 

play ñ it was such a hit! 

 

Itõs been a joyful and creative term in Reception. Well done, Jade Class ñ 

youõve been superstars! 

What a fantastic term we have had in Garnet Class! 

 

In Maths, we have been consolidating our key skills such as counting in twos, 

number bonds to ten, and doubling. We have been learning about positional 

language and even challenging ourselves to learn our left and right! In our  

continuous provision, the children have really enjoyed creating their own maps 

and working as a team to play giant dominoes. 

 

Our topic this half-term has been     

working together, friendships, and new 

challengesñand our class has taken all 

three in their stride. In Literacy, some of 

our favorite books have included The 

Bad Seed and The Magical Yet. The    

children have written some great       

sentences all about bravery, kindness, 

and being considerate to others. 

 

As always, we have loved Forest School sessions in the wildlife gardenñ

especially during this heat! 

 

We have begun talking about the transition to Year 1 during circle times 

and reflecting on the year we have had in Reception. We have had an 

amazing learning journey as a class and cannot wait to continue in     

Year 1!  

Recep t ionñGarnet  C lass 



The Fr iends  o f  Da lma in 
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Year  1ñEmera ld  C lass 
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We simply cannot believe itñbut we have    

finished Year 1! What an amazing year it has 

been, and it has truly flown by! 

 

This term, we started off writing our own     

stories inspired by Lubna and Pebble,         

imagining our pebbles going on magical adventures. Phonics has been really fun, 

and we even took some of our lessons outside as part of Eco Week. Miss       

Rochester is so proud of all of us for doing so well in our Phonics Screening! 

Our classroom then transformed into Iggy Peckõs Architecture Academy, where we learned about different    

famous buildings and created fact files about them. Our favorite activity was designing our own buildings out of 

LEGO! 

 

In Maths this term, we learned about money. We had a lot of fun creating our own shop 

and buying lots of different items. We also learned about time, and Miss Rochester was 

super impressed with how well we could tell the time to the hour and half past. 

 

This term, Science has been our favouriteñwe were     

cooking! We learned about farmers and where our food 

comes from. We planted and grew cress heads, made 

cress and cucumber sandwiches, and even cooked a     

vegetarian pasta dish. 

 

The best part was our trip to Mudchute Farm and being 

able to feed the animals! 

What an amazing term we have had! 

 

This year, we have been practising our 2s, 5s, and 10s skip 

counting and learning how to tell the time 

using oõclock and half past. Weõve read 

Lubna and the Pebble and Iggy Peck,   

Architect. We have been practising writing 

coherent sentences on whiteboardsñdrafting them first, reading and checking for sense, 

and then writing them into our books. Weõve published our own versions of the stories 

weõve read and even built our own structures, just like Iggy did. 

 

In Geography, we have been learning about the different countries that make up the   

United Kingdom and their unique culturesñlike Scottish Highland dancing, which we then 

practised with our partners in class. 

In RE, we have been learning about the Five Pillars of Islam, and in Computing, we have been practising coding 

with our partners. 

 

In Science, we have been learning about how plants grow, and we even grew 

some cressñwhich we then used to make delicious cress and cucumber    

sandwiches. 

 

We visited Mudchute Farm and saw many farm animals such as ducks,      

chickens, and sheep. We loved spending time there and enjoyed being         

together while seeing the animals. 

 

We have loved learning this term and are looking forward to relaxing over the 

summer and returning to Dalmain in Year 2! 

Year  1ñAmethys t  C lass 


