DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Newsletteifi July 2025

A Phenomenal Year of Growth and Achievement

Wowiwhat a year itdéds been! As we head ito:
take a moment to | ook back and cel ebr g\ thin
together, none of which would have been possible without the cheer, energy and
fantastic support from everyone within our school community.
\j, To our wonderful pupil$d thank you for your
y boundless curiosity, your kindness, your
g determination, and the joy you bring to school each# A

and every day. Your resilience, enthusiasm, and

growth have been truly inspiringi t 6 s a p

watch you thrive!

Toouramazing staffy our passi on, dedication and care shine

just teach; you shape lives, spark imaginations and build confidence. Thank you for going above and

beyond every single day.

To our parents and carer$) your continued support, encouragement and partnership have been

invaluable. Thank you for walking alongside us with such trust and posmwty, and for helping to shape

the wonderful community Dalmain is.

Never a school to rest on itscs nods

creativity and academic excellence has continued to flourish :

across 20242 5. This yeards achieve reco
again in our most recent external review, where we received glowing feedback, highlights of whic|
can be found on Page 2 & 3. Well done to everyone!
And finally, wedve also made remarkable pro ng o
planting new trees and unveiling our beautiful Rain Garden, to upgrading our EYFS and KS1 outd
areas, our focus on sustainability and playful learning has never been stronger. With the success
installation of air source heat pumps alfirea or e

starting in July, the entire school will benefit from a brartew roof!

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who has played a part in making this year such a success! We
you all a restful, joyful summer break and look forward to seeing you all in September.

Best wishes, Ms Eisele Headteacher

HOUSE POI
RESULTS

4thinOak House: 4,744
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Dal mai nds Devel opment

Going from Strength to Strength!

At Dal main, wedre al ways | dievkni ng
following the wonderful feedback we received from our recent Ofsted
inspection. Thatdéds why we invited
perspectives and help us build on our successes. The review was a hugel
positive and affirming experience, highlighting so many of the great things
already happening in our school while offering helpful suggestions to supf
our continued development.

Pupils right across the school exhibit excellent personal, social, and
behavioural standards, with students demonstrating politeness, welcomin¢
attitudes, and inclusivity.

A strong culture of understanding and practising inclusion is evident acros
the school community. Those speaking to members of the review team were
very articulate but also thoughtful and reflective.

EYFS

The Early Years provision is exceptionally
_ good and staff are delivering higiguality
— early education through a plapased
approach using practical, imaginative and
creative activities

: gi Adults working with children in both the

~ ' Nursery and the Reception classes were
skilled in guiding learning, extending

e anguage and devel op

—— communication, knowledge, understanding

& confidence.

Children also engaged exceptionally well with
comments and observations, demonstrating strong personal andg. -
social development. ;

Skills and knowledge in literacy and numeracy are built into a wi¢
range of tasks and learning opportunities provided for children i
both the Nursery and the Reception classes. Representation of
numbers and letters was cleverly included in many different way:
to reinforce knowledge and recognition of letters and numerals.

Children had multiple opportunities for mark making and
developing early writing skills.

Activities include exciting problersolving tasks and tasks which
encouraged exploration and investigation. These experiences
make a rich and memorable co

Children were immersed and engrossed in their work and were
enjoying every moment of being in school.
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Gomg from Strength to Strength!

The quality of writing across the school is strong.

¥ Published work on display is of very high quality.
Writing is imaginative and expressive and, even in
the youngest classes, pupils are producing good
quality extended writing.

Their books
show an
effective,
structured
‘ : v = framework for
developlng writing mcludlng Iearnlng key grammatlcal constructions
There is good attention to audience and purpose and pupils have
many relevant purposes for writing to which they can relate.

Most importantly, the standard of writing is good across different
ability groups and all groups are accessing a higjuality writing
curriculum.

Discussion with pupils indicates a strong enthusiasm for writing, wi
them enjoying the process. In talking about their writing, pupils are
highly articulate in explaining the purpose of their writing and what
they enjoy about the process, showcasing confidence and depth in
their expression.

Maths

pupil sd understanding to check how secure the

Teachers pay very good attention to mathematical vocabulary and ensure that pupils know what key
» terms mean and that they are able to say the words correctly
~ there were many good examples of pupils rehearsing important
' mathematical terminology.

Resources are carefully planned and methodically developed to
support effective learning, especially for those with SEND or
additional needs.

Teachers model processes and
procedures well so that pupils can
follow their lead and learn from
watching what they do.

Reviewers noted the high level of

" engagement of pupils and their
excellent understanding of class
routines and te
expectations.
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@ ENRICHMENT CELEBRATION @

Attached with this newsletter,
take a look our outstanding
Enrichment Celebration,
Issue 2!

Enrichnient Celebration

Our termly guide celebrating arts, culture, expression and learning at Dalmain

WELCOME....

Welcome to our Summer bulletin celebrating all the incredible
ways we link art and creative expression to learning. We
have reached the end of the school year! In this second issue
we will be showcasing learning through the school, not only in
Art, Music, Laban, Philosophy, DT but also our Summer Fair
and the stunning Year é Production!

Providing our children with such a wide variety of creative
and cultural experiences is definitely something that enables
them to shine. With such a wealth of learning happening on
a weekly basis it is impossible to show it all in our regular

newsletter.

Although social media is a huge part of every day life not
everyone uses it or has hours to scroll and search, so
‘@Dalmain — Creative Arts and Expression’ provides us with
a platform to share with you. For those of you on social
media you can also view the incredible art our children
create by visiting our Bluesky account @dalmain-
art.bsky.social
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(‘) Mr Clarke is retiring! @

Farewell to Mr Clarke

A Truly Inspirational Teacher

After 21 remarkable years at Dalmain, we say a
heartfelt farewell to Mr Clarke as he retires from
teaching. His calm presence, dry wit, and deep
commi tment to children
indelible mark on our school.

Mr Clarke has been an inspiration to so mafiypoth
pupils and colleagueéthroughout his years at
Dalmain. His love for learning, particularly in Math
and Science, was infectious. He had a special
talent for turning even the trickiest concepts into
something engaging and accessible, often with a
clever twist or welkimed joke. Whether explaining
equivalent fractions or dissecting flowers, his
lessons were packed with curiosity, challenge, ant

excitement.

Oscar in Year 5 said;He always helps me with
maths questiongibut makes it fun! | never thought
fractions could make me laugh!That blend of humour and learning became something of a Mr Clarke

give us those tricky maths problems!"

Hi s sense of humour didndt go "Alwagsanaking jokés abohitithg ald
daysil i ke when calcul ators were the si zAndSianleylnrYeac
6 recalled, "My favourite memory was when Mr Clarke put on those hilarious videos where 12 x 7 fiR8

was so funny, and somehow still educational!"

Mr Clarke has taught across the school, and his impact has been felt by pupils of all ages. Ethan in Ye
shared,"He is smart and has helped me many timésespecially when | was stuck and about to panic!"
Olive in Year 6 said,He always knew how to answer my questione ven t he weird o
much, Mr Clarke!"And Alara summed it up beautifully'He is knowledgeable, wise, and caring. Basically

like a walking, talking encyclopedia with a kind heart."

Beyond the classroom, Mr Clarke has been a dedicated staff governor for many years, championing t
school community with thoughtfulness and integrity. His contributions have shaped Dalmain's growth,
always grounded in what was best for the children. He also quietly managed the essential role of

overseeing health and safety, ensuring the school remained a safe and happy place for everyone.

When asked to describe him, the words from children and staff come easily: calm, clever, witty, thoug
generous, and endlessly dependable. A true team player.

Mr Clarke, thank you for everything you have given to Dalnfajour knowledge, your humour, your
wi sdom, and your wunwavering care. Youdve help

We wish you all the very best for a joyful, wekirned retirement. Your legacy will live érand you will be
greatly, deeply missed.
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@ Miss Margaret is retiring! {‘)

Farewell to Miss Margaret

o0 I LA A Dalmain Legend

U Sy
)y o™ U2 ’ T_his term, Dalmain School says goodbye to one ¢f, B
M “‘f» . its most beloved teachers) Miss Margaretd as
‘ \ £ she retires after more than 40 years of devoted -
service. |Itds hard to i magine the school wi
children, supported hundreds of families, and left a lasting mark on every corridor, classroom, a

heart.

To the children, sheds been so much more t
rescuerd and sometimes, even a bit of a magician.

Keanu remembers how she supported him on his learning journey, gently taking him out of clag

when he needed help. O0OMiss Margaret to the
time he came in late, worried about his homework. Quietly, without fuss, she spoke to his teach

and made everything okay.oaWdysnoticingahe littMd things, aliays

stepping in with kindness.

Bella said shedol |l never forget how, whasimples

moment, but one that made her feel safe and seen. Toure shared how they made their own ca

games together, sparking creativity and fu

always remember her soft, fluffy jumperd a small thing, perhaps, but one that made her feel war
just looking at them.

For so many pupils, Miss Margaret has been a quiet force of care and strength.
Zoe shared how she always helped sort out problems in class.
Zara said her handwriting improved t
Rosie remembered being in her spelling grougssomething that made her feel special.
Muriel told us how Miss Margaret helped with her worries, always listening, always calm.

Kayden and Ramone said she gave them ot@one support in English that made all the difference

And along with all the learning, there was always plenty of laughter. Milo recalled her pencil case
said,0 He |l p! Mi s s Mar gar @domethingatipapselldnakesshimigigglehLés r
remembered how shedd hurry down the corridgd
said she often mixed up student s 80 andsomelsow
brought them even closer together.

When asked to describe her, the words came pouring in: jolly, caring, sweet, funny, welcoming,
And as Hester so perfectly putib Mi ss Mar garet i s magi ca

For over four decades, Miss Margaret has given her time, her heart, and her whole self to this sc
and its children. She has seen generations pass through these gates, always with patience, war
and a twinkle in her eye.

Mi ss Margaret, thank you for everythingd@and¥We
will carry it with us, always.

Wedl |l miss you more than words

h ou!t

anks
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NurseryiTopaz Class

What a fantastic end to an exce
to see how much the children have learned, grown, and devel-
oped over the year.
. = .3 This term, we've been exploring the
theme of journeys, growth, and change,
~{ especially as some of our children
prepare to move on to Reception. A
highlight was watching our caterpillars
g transform into beautiful butterfliesd a
M magical metamorphosis that reminded
us how much wedve
grown!

Wedve al so had Iot?“o [ '
Mr. Roberts, baking a variety of delicious cakésfrom classic chocolate to a
summery strawberry treat!

With the warm, sunny weather, outdoor
N play has been a big hit. The children hav§®
" loved slimemaking, getting creative in
== the mud kitchen, and junk »
model | i ng. Wec“>v
how to stay healthy and safe in
the sun by wearing sunhats,
P2 applying sunscreen, and drinking
plenty of water.

celebration to mark the end of a very special year.

Well done to all our little learner$ we are so proud of you!

Teddy Beardés Picnic in the Wil

....

To mark the end of the school year, Nursery held a magical tedd
bearsd picnic i &aspdacethavtias becbnefsce
special to us through our weekly Forest School adventures. The
dren brought their favourite teddies along for the afternoon, and
families were warmly invited to join in the fun.

The garden was transformed with cheerful decorations, soft picnig
blankets, and music that filled the air with excitement. There was :
wonderful sense of community as children proudly introduced thei

teddies to their friends, shared snacks, and explored the natural
surroundings one last time before summer. It was a relaxed and
joyful afternoon, full of smiles, giggles, and even a few impromptug
teddy bear dances!

This special event was not only a celebration of the children's -,
achievements but also a chancg

grown in confidence, independence, and imagination over the yeag

Thank you to all the parents and carers who joined us, brought
treats, and helped make the afternoon so memorable. Your supp
warmth and encouragement have been invaluable all year, and
wedre so grateful to share th@s

rsert

We ended the term with odajoyNlur sery



Page 8 Dalmain School Newsletter

Inclusion Team

Our Inclusion Team
Ms Sewani Assistant Headteacher & SENCo
Ms Joycé& SENCo

Ms WilkinsoriiBehaviour & Safeguarding Leader

They are always available to offer support to families with any concerns or questipplease

Inclusion at Dalmain

We have been working to support and prepare all children for the transition to next year. This has included
creating and updating pupil passports, creating transition packs for pupils to take home with some information
about their new classes and new teachers and visits to the new classrooms and playgrounds. We hope these
will prepare and reassure our pupils over the Summer holidd@nd as always, do come and talk to us if you
have any further questions.

Below are some tips you may find useful for the Summer holidays:

Tips for supporting children through transitions:

1. Visual aids:using photos of places your child will
visit during the holidays can help them visualize
and prepare for new experiences. Seeing images | :
the airport, the hol i ’ n
home can ease anxiety.

. Countdown calendarcreating a calendar to count down the days to an upcoming
transition can provide a sense of control and anticipation. Marking off days and
discussing what to expect can help your child feel

more secure and excited about the change.

After Security there are shops
and places to eat and drink

. Sensory awarenessb e i ng mi ndful o _ e 16
sensory processing needs is crucial. Changes in NN N r H
environment can be overwhelming, so incorporating % J

familiar sensory
> T@I@ tools, like their

(XX
321

Countdown to  Summer holiday usual pIIIOW CcaSe
or favourite
18117 foods, can help ool

where your plane is

yOUI’ Ch||d pa;tgd and when to start
walking to it.
manage
11 10 8 transitions more
4 3 comfortably.

holiday | I have been to the Departure lounge @
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Lewisham Disability
Sports Network presents:

Lewisham Register
o Now!
Inclusive

@ ]
Sports Summer Acilvﬂg
A free activity, accessible to all abilities, for
disabled young people and their families, aged 2025

5-25!
Register below or scan the QR code: 10 am to 12 pm

https://tinyurl.com/LewishaminclusiveSummer25

The Alex Yee Ladywell
-\ Arena
. Silvermere Rd

e
oty
In Partnership with: SE6 4QX

LONDON Wﬂmmw 1049248, ¢
Access GI_I_ INHSI (WX} IR R

S or1' Lewisham and Greenwich =8 LondonTennis
p befte NHS Trust

Lewisham TENNIS FOR ALL

Disability.Inclusion@AccessSport.co.uk 020 7993 9883
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Receptiom Jade Class

Wedve had a fantastic time in
having fun together!

Inspired by the boodzzy Gizmp wedve been bus
inventors. We discovered that we can achieve anything we set o
minds tofi all it takes is trying! Sometimes, making a mistake or
trying something for the first time can lead to the best ideas.

We also explored routines and expectations of behaviour throughe Bad

Seed helping us think about the choices we make and how we treat others.

& While readingThe Magical Yet we tal ked about thing:
yet! We even had a go at something completely néina karate lesson!

&= In art, we studied the work of Van Gogh and created our own masterpieces
inspired by his style. The children's artwork was incredible and full of detail.

One of our favourite times was Pirate Week! Both children and staff

dressed up as pirates. We drew treasure maps, made up pirate stories, and

P even wrote | ists of what wedd need t
2 walk the plank, but we did build an awesome pirate ship outside for role

'R playf it was such a hit!

en a joyful and creativég term
been superstars!

[=lNe]
ot wm

be
Ve

< -
OI—P

Receptiom Garnet Class

What a fantastic term we have had in Garnet Class!

In Maths, we have been consolidating our key skills such as counting in twos,
number bonds to ten, and doubling. We have been learning about positional
language and even challenging ourselves to learn our left and right! In our
continuous provision, the children have really enjoyed creating their own maps
and working as a team to play giant dominoes.

Our topic this halterm has been
‘working together, friendships, and new
challengediand our class has taken all

our favorite books have includedhe
Bad Seedand The Magical YetThe
children have written some great
sentences all about bravery, kindness,
and being considerate to others.

especially during this heat!

We have begun talking about the transition to Year 1 during circle time
and reflecting on the year we have had in Reception. We have had an
amazing learning journey as a class and cannot wait to continue in
Year 1!
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The Friends of Dalmain @

Donate Now!

FRIENDS
OF DALMAIN

That’s how much we raised
this year - and how much
we spent on projects to
benefit the school

We funded all these projects... Brighton Half Marathon 2026
Lace up your trainers and join the

N ; Dalmain parents and carers running

v Plogground plonts & gordenlng the Brighton Half for FoD. Last year

£ Philosophy classes for KS2 they raised nearly £1,800!

¥ New bin storage area

£ Primary Shakespeare workshop

Computing resources

&2 School trips £,

Email friendsofdalmain@gmail.com

...and many more! for more info.

Friends of Dalmain needs YOU!

School budgets are incredibly tight, so parent-teacher associations like
FoD are more important than ever. And that’s where YOU come in...

We're seeking a NEW CHAIR to We need NEW VOLUNTEERS to
take the reins from Jacqui ensure the success of our fairs,

Woodall and a SECRETARY to bake sales, music nights, and
support the Chair. the many other events we host.

If you'd like to volunteer for FoD or be considered for the role of Chair
or Secretary, please email friendsofdalmain@gmail.com

FoD Insight Survey Who are the Friends of Dalmain?

E Parents and carers: We're a team of parents and carers who work
help shape our together to raise money for projects that benefit
funding decisions by the school and its children. We find the work fun,
completing a two- sociable and incredibly rewarding. Join us by
minute survey. emailing friendsofdalmain@gmail.com
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Year 1 Emerald Class

We simply cannot believe itbut we have
finished Year 1! What an amazing year it has
been, and it has truly flown by!

This term, we started off writing our own

stories inspired byLubna and Pebble

imagining our pebbles going on magical adventures. Phonics has been really fun,

and we even took some of our lessons outside as part of Eco Week. Miss

Rochester is so proud of all of us for doing so well in our Phonics Screening!
Our classroom then transformed into I ggy Peckds Arc
famous buildings and created fact files about them. Our favorite activity was designing our own buildings out of
LEGO!

In Maths this term, we learned about money. We had a lot of fun creating our own shop
and buying lots of different items. We also learned about time, and Miss Rochester was
super impressed with how well we could tell the time to the hour and half past.

This term, Science has been our favouriieve were
cooking! We learned about farmers and where our food
comes from. We planted and grew cress heads, made
cress and cucumber sandwiches, and even cooked a
vegetarian pasta dish.

The best part was our trip to Mudchute Farm and being
able to feed the animals!

Year 1 Amethyst Class

What an amazing term we have had!

This year, we have been practising our 2s, 5s, and 10s skip
counting and learning how to tell the time

using od6clock and

Lubna and the Pebbleand Iggy Peck,

Architect We have been practising writing

coherent sentences on whiteboard$drafting them first, reading and checking for sense,

and then writing them into our books. Wedv
wedve read and even built our own structur

In Geography, we have been learning about the different countries that make up the

United Kingdom and their unique culturaslike Scottish Highland dancing, which we then

practised with our partners in class.
In RE, we have been learning about the Five Pillars of Islam, and in Computlng we have been practlsmg codlng
with our partners. -

In Science, we have been learning about how plants grow, and we even g

some cressiwhich we then used to make delicious cress and cucumber ,
. ¥/ 1 {

sandwiches. e

T

We visited Mudchute Farm and saw many farm animals such as ducks,
chickens, and sheep. We loved spending time there and enjoyed being
together while seeing the animals.

We have loved learning this term and are looking forward to relaxing over
summer and returning to Dalmain in Year 2!



