
NewsletterñApril 2025 
Dear Parents & Carers 

As we reach the end of another phenomenal term, weõve 

got so much to celebrate with you from across our 

provision. So much so, that we will now be publishing a 

2nd newsletter focusing on our incredible enrichment 

curriculum offerñintroducing the fantastic first edition of 

our Enrichment Celebration Newsletter, which will be 

circulated alongside our usual newsletter. It will come out 

3 times per year, at the end of each full term, and we 

canõt wait to share it with you! 

Speaking of creativity, what an epic evening we shared 

together for our annual Music Night last week. We were 

treated to a spectacular musical concert, performed by the exceptionally talented 

parents at Dalmain. Thank you all for your time and for helping us to fund raise for the 

creative arts at Dalmain. It was epic! 

The fundraising efforts of our community help us to maintain the enrichment 

opportunities that Dalmain is renowned for. Unfortunately, schools nationally have 

been subjected to nearly 15 years of budget cuts and this has had a direct impact on 

what providers can afford. At Dalmain, the cuts felt by our school equate to £400,000 

annually, which could have been used for 3 additional teachers, 4 additional support 

staff plus just under 150 new laptops per year.  

While this is unpleasant reading, please be reassured that our curriculum offer 

remains of the highest caliber and we are deeply committed to provided the well 

rounded and exceptional education that of our 

wonderful children deserve.  

We wish all families across our community a happy, 

safe and restful holiday, and we look forward to 

seeing you all on Tuesday 22nd April 2025 at 

8:45am. 

Ms Eisele - Headteacher 

DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Key Dates: Term 5 

All Key Dates can be found on our 

website under ôCurrent Information / 

Whole School Informationõ 

§ Thursday 24th April ð Friends of 

Dalmain Coffee Morning 8:15am 

§ Thursday 1st May ð Jenner Clinic 

ð Art Exhibition with Mayor of 

Lewisham 3:30pm 

§ Friday 9th May ð Nursery & 

Reception Sports Day 

§ Friday 16th May ð Year 3, 4, 5 & 

6 Sports Day 

§ Wednesday 21st May ð Year 1 & 

2 Sports Day 

§ Thursday 22nd May ð Friends of 

Dalmain Coffee Morning 8:15am 

 

HOUSE POINT      
RESULTS 

3rdñForest House: 3134 1stñGrove House: 3242 

2ndñHawthorne House: 3158 4thñOak House: 3068 
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Attendance & Punctuality 

Why Attendance Matters 
We are ambitious for all children and our 

aim is for them to: 

§ enjoy their experience at school 

§ succeed 

§ have the best possible start to their 

adult life. 

 

By attending school regularly, children can: 

§ reach their full academic potential 

§ develop and sustain relationships 

§ demonstrate to future employers they are reliable 

§ reduce their risk of becoming a victim of crime or abuse 

§ reduce their risk of becoming involved in antisocial or criminal behaviour. 

 

The link between irregular school attendance and poor academic achievement and limited life          

outcomes have been well researched. 

 

 

How to Improve Your Childõs Attendance 
We expect your child to attend school every day and to be on time, but we understand there may be 

exceptional reasons for them to miss school. 

 

You can support your childõs regular attendance at school by making sure: 

§ medical and dental appointments are outside school hours, such as during school holidays 

§ your child is organised for school the night before by having their bag packed, PE kit ready,      

homework completed and lunch packed 

§ your alarm clocks are set in good time. 

 

How Schools Calculate Attendance 
Schools count each school day as two sessions, one morning and one afternoon, making a total of 10 

sessions over a full school week. Children must attend all 10 sessions each week to achieve 100%. 

 

If a child does not attend school their attendance is reduced by 10% for each session missed. For     

example, if a child has a half-day absence in a full school week they will have attended nine sessions 

out of 10. This means they will achieve 90% attendance. If a child is absent for a whole week, their   

attendance is 0%. Schools will then calculate each childõs attendance over a whole term. 

 

Children who attend school for less than 90% are considered to be ôpersistently absentõ.  
 

Thank YOU For Your Support 
We know that you, as your childõs parent/carer, want your child to get on well in life. Children only get 

one chance at school, and your childõs chances of a successful future may be affected by not attending 

school every day on time, so we thank you in advance for your support with this matter. 

 

Please email attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk if you have 

any questions or we can help in any way.  

mailto:attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
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The Fr iends  o f  Da lma in 
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Welcome to the magical world of Friends of Dalmain (FoD), Dalmainõs official PTA and a registered charity 

thatõs been raising an incredible Ã20,000 every year to support our amazing school community. From epic 

fairs and roof-raising music nights to bake sales and discos, our events bring joy and vital funding to 

Dalmain. 

Our mission? 

Simple, powerful, and full of heart: 

To help our school, our children, and our community thrive. 

 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You! 

We couldnõt do any of it without YOU ñ the fantastic parents who show up, roll up sleeves, and bring their 

spark. A massive shoutout to everyone whoõs volunteered their time, talent, and energy to make FoD the 

vibrant crew it is today. 

Meet the dream team making it all happen: 

Chair ð Jacqui Woodall 

Fundraising Events Lead ð Katie Whitney 

Co-Treasurer ð Amy Fox 

Co-Treasurer ð Miriam Walden 

Secretary ð Anna Stern 

Christmas & Summer Fair Lead ð Vanessa Miller 

Bake Sale Lead ð Baljit Vohra 

Social Media Lead ð Kim Brown 

Music Night Lead ð Hayley Doyle 

Uniform & Raffle Lead ð Debbie Hembury 

Library Refurb & Event Food Lead ð Philip McGonigal 

 

 

 

 

And with a mix of pride 

and sadness, we wave 

goodbye to Zori Phillips, a 

long-time FoD superstar. 

Your energy and heart 

have left a lasting legacy. 

Get Involved ð Weõd Love to Have You! 

Whether youõve got ten minutes or ten hours, thereõs a place 

for everyone at FoD. Youõll meet brilliant people, have a laugh, 

and make a real difference. 

Interested? 

Drop us a line at: friendsofdalmain@gmail.com 

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram 

Easyfundraising = Free Money for Dalmain! 

Weõre now on easyfundraising.org.uk! 

Over 7,000 brands donate a slice to us every time you shop onlineñat no extra cost 

to you.  

Find out more here: Friends of Dalmain - Lewisham Fundraising | Easyfundraising 

Takes 2 minutes to sign up & helps us raise money all year long. Win-win! 

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofDalmain/
https://www.instagram.com/friends_of_dalmain/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendsofdalmain/
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Whatõs Coming Up ð Summer Term Preview! 

Mark your calendars and get ready for more feel-good fun: 

§ Live Music Afternoon ð a special treat for the whole school featuring our amazingly talented parents 

who performed at the recent Music Night (date TBC) 

§ Welcome Morning for new Reception Dalmain parents ð 22nd May 

Bake Sales, Frozen Fridays, and Pre-Loved Uniform Sales galore! 

§ Monthly Coffee Mornings ð top up your caffeine, connect with other parents, and chat with the senior 

leadership team (8.15am every 4th Thursday ð next one 24th April) 

§  Dalmain Fest ð Our Summer Fair spectacular! Save the date Sat 28th June 2025   

 

Donations Always Welcome 

Donate anytime via our PTA Events site. 

Come & Join the Fun! 

Want to bake a cake, design a poster, run a stall, or help behind the scenes? 

No experience needed ð just enthusiasm and a smile. 

Together, weõre building something brilliant for our kids. Come be part of it! 

2024/25 ð What a year! Look how much we have raised so far! 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofdalmain/Visit


Nurser yñTopaz  C lass 
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This term we have been exploring the            

fascinating world of how plants and animals 

grow. The children have loved discovering the 

different stages of plant growth, from seeds to 

seedlings. We planted a vegetable garden with 

the help of some wonderful parent volunteers, 

who guided the children as they sowed fennel, 

sunflowers, poppy seeds, and even strawberries and raspberries. Itõs 

been amazing to watch our plants grow right before our eyes! 

 

In addition to our gardening adventures, we had an exciting discovery in 

our wildlife garden: frogspawn! The children were thrilled to find it and we 

set up a tank in the classroom so they could begin to observe the       

frogspawn grow into tadpoles. Itõs been a wonderful opportunity for the children to witness firsthand 

the life cycle of frogs. Itõs been a term full of hands-on learning and excitement, and we look forward 

to continuing our exploration of nature in the weeks to come! 

Nursery & Reception have been investigating the changes 

Forest School have gone through as the seasons move from 

Winter into Spring. They have searched for flowers,         

blossoms and budding leaves with lots of excitement!  

We have collected a small amount of frogspawn and we are 

all very excited to watch the metamorphosis that takes 

place. This links in with the latest book that we have been 

reading in class called ôTadõ. Thank goodness there isnõt a 

ôBig Blubõ creature in the pond waiting to snaffle us! 

The children have all been very concerned about the amount of rubbish that is thrown into our Forest 

School. We need to do a rubbish 

check every time we use it. I wonder if 

anyone could design a poster that we 

could hang up on the outside of Forest 

School?! 

We need to ask people not to throw 

their rubbish into it! 

Fores t  Schoo l 
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THINK BEFORE YOU THROW! 

This term our Eco Council have        

designed and made posters for every 

classroom and around the school to 

let everyone know what goes in each 

bin.  

They have also been helping empty 

the bins and, in doing so, monitor if 

each class is recycling. 

Thank you Eco Council!  



Recep t ionñJade Class 
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Jade Class have definitely been amazing     

gardeners this half term. Our topic of Sowing a 

Seed has encouraged the children to plant 

and grow, seeds, bulbs and trees. They have 

been fascinated with the lifecycles of plants 

and are so excited to see what happens with 

their flowers. 

Along with collecting tadpoles, we also had a 

competition to see who could recognize a 

class friend from their baby photograph. We 

have discussed how much we change as we 

grow up and how this is our own life cycle.   

Everyone is excited about  receiving real  

chicken eggs to hatch in May. 

In Phonics we have been going over the Phase 

3 sounds and common exception words. Some 

of these are quite tricky to remember,          

especially ôoiõ and ôairõ. Our challenge in class 

is to try and use  those common exception 

words in a sentence , either orally or by writing. 

We are getting really good at this. 

Spring  2 has been totally fabulous for us in Garnet Class. Our topic has been Sowing A Seed so we 

have spent lots of time outside gardening, planting and watching things grow. We have thoroughly   

enjoyed looking out for the first signs of spring during our forest school sessions! We have been doing 

lots of lovely springtime artwork which the children have all been so proud to take home. 

In Maths we have gone from strength to strength as a classñinvestigating less than, more than,     

doubling and halving. The children have been getting so speedy at their subitising too! 

Another highlight this half term included World Book Day, when everyone looked amazing in their   

costumes and we spent lots of time discussing our favourite stories. AlsoñI canõt forget our Pancake 

Day celebration when we had all sorts of topping combinations and had an indoor pancake picnic.  

These last two weeks we are learning all about the lifecycle of a frog. We have already learned some 

great songs, spoken about the different stages from tadpole to frog and have discussed how we might 

collect some frogspawn from the Forest School pond. 

Recep t ionñGarnet  C lass 



BREAKFAST & AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
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Year  1ñEmera ld  C lass 
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What a fantastic term weõve had in Year 1!  

 

In Writing, we loved reading ôDinosaurs 

and All That Rubbishõ and worked hard 

to create posters encouraging everyone 

to care for our planet and stop littering. 

We also enjoyed ôStanleyõs Stickõ, using 

our imaginations to think of creative 

ways an ordinary stick could become something magical. 

 

In Maths, weõve been busy developing our addition and subtraction skills, 

growing in confidence with numbers. 

 

In Science, we explored ways to care for our  

planet, learning about recycling, reducing waste, 

and the effects of pollution. We had great        

discussions about how small changes can make 

a big difference and we even made seed bombs 

to feed the butterflies in the wildlife garden.  

 

In RE, we learned all about the Easter story and 

its importance. In Geography, we have been   

looking at maps and exploring our local area, learning how to identify key features 

and understand directions. 

 

A real highlight this term was reading ôCharlie and the Chocolate Factoryõ! We were thrilled to find golden     

tickets hidden around our classroom and even had a special visit from Mr. Wonka himself! 

What an exciting term weõve had in Year 1 Amethyst Class!  

 

In Maths, we explored number stories, using our imagination to bring numbers to life. During Writing Week, we 

created wonderful poems to share. World Book Day was a fantastic celebration, with everyone looking amazing 

in their costumes!  

 

We loved reading ôDinosaurs and All That Rubbishõ and learning about how to take care of our environment. 

ôStanleyõs Stickõ sparked our imaginations, and we had so much fun thinking about all the creative things an 

ordinary stick could become. In PSHE, we had thoughtful discussions about our similarities and differences, 

celebrating what makes us all unique. Itõs been a busy and fun-filled term! 

Year  1ñAmethys t  C lass 


