
NewsletterñFebruary 2025 
Dear Parents & Carers 

The opening statement of our recent Ofsted report ð 

òPupils flourish at this warm and welcoming schooló ð 

epitomises everything we strive for on a daily basis and 

we are delighted that Dalmain Primary School has been 

recognised for exceptional place it is. Highlights from 

the report can be found on page 2 and the full report is 

on our website but we can also provide you with a hard 

copyð please ask the School Office and they will assist. 

A huge thank you and well done to everyone across our Dalmain community 

for this report and the outstanding achievements celebrated within! 

We are delighted with our new rain garden in the corner of the KS1 

playground and, after a long 18 month wait, we were over the moon to have 

our new trees planted in the same playground this week. What a difference 

they have made and we are excited to further develop this area of the school. 

The Spring Term always feels quite short but that doesnõt stop us packing in a 

raft of events and celebrations. Please do join us for our annual Writing 

Exhibition, taking place on Friday 28th February from 3pm in the playground. 

Every childõs work will be on display and we look forward to celebrating their 

incredible progress with you - all families and relatives are welcome! We also 

look forward to Writing Week, including World Book 

Day on Thursday 6th March, and the fantastic 

Friends of Dalmain Music Night on Friday 28th 

March, all of which promise to be a lot of fun. What 

a term ahead! 

We wish you a wonderful Half Term break and will 

look forward to seeing you for the start of the 2nd 

half of this academic year on Monday 24th February 

at 8:45am. 

Best wishes, Ms Eisele ð Headteacher  

DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Term 4 Dates 

All Key Dates can be found on our 

whole school calendar on our 

websiteñlook for the calendar icon at 

the top right hand side of the 

homepage. 

Friday 28th February ð Phonics 

Workshop 9:00-10:00am 

Friday 28th ð WRITING EXHIBITION 

in the playground at 3:00pm 

Monday 3rd March ð Class 

Photographs 

Week Beginning 3rd March: 

Reading Week 

Thursday 6th March: World Book 

Day 2025 

Friday 7th March ð LAMDA 

Showcase 3:30pm Top Hall 

Friday 28th March ð FOD Music 

Night at 7:30pm 

END OF TERM: Friday 4th March at 

1:00pm 

HOUSE POINTSðso 
far this termé. 

Grove House: 2776 

Oak House: 2535 Hawthorne House: 2643 

Forest House: 2670 
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Ofs ted  2024ñFeedback 

òPupils flourish at this warm and welcoming school.ó  

Dalmainõs Ofsted Report 2024 

We are extremely proud to have achieved Outstanding for Behaviour & Attitudes, and 

Personal Development with the school being graded as Good in all other areas. Given 

that the current Ofsted Framework demand high and exacting standards, it is even 

more remarkable to have achieved these outcomes, a reflection of the hard work and 

dedication of our incredibly skilled and talented Staff Team.   

Amongst a plethora of compliments about Dalmain, we are particularly pleased that the 

following have been recognised: 

òPupils leave the school well rounded and very prepared for the 

future.ó 

òPupils behave extremely well in lessons and around the school site. 

As a result, they feel happy and safe.ó 

òThe school has created an engaging and exciting curriculum. The 

curriculum is effective in supporting pupilsõ learning across the broad 

range of subjects.ó  

òThey (leaders) have high expectations for pupils, including those 

with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).ó 

òLeaders at all levels are highly ambitious for the schoolõs future. 

Staff appreciate leadersõ concern for their well-being and workload.ó 

òParents and carers value the schoolõs community focus and 

appreciate the improvements that have taken place over recent 

years.ó 

òBehaviour in lessons and around the school is calm, caring and 

harmonious. Pupils learn how to recognise and manage their 

emotions. They are independent, resilient and highly enthusiastic 

about their learning.ó 

We encourage you to read the full Ofsted report, which is available on the Ofsted 

website at Dalmain Primary School - Open - Find an Inspection Report - Ofsted, or you 

can obtain a hard copy from the School Office.  

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/21/100677


READING AT DALMAIN 
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Nurser yñTopaz  C lass 
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This term we have been enjoying traditional stories such as ôThe Three Little 

Pigsõ and ôGoldilocks and the Three Bearsõ. We made and tasted our own    

porridge. It was delicious! We particularly enjoyed the story ôThe Three Billy 

Goats Gruffõ which inspired some amazing bridge building and we acted out 

the story using masks.  

We also enjoyed celebrating Lunar New Year. We opened up our own Chinese 

café in the classroom and had a go at writing New Year messages in          

Mandarin. We also made our own dragon, which we used to perform a dance 

together in the Nursery garden to celebrate the New Year. 

Forest School has been more than a little damp this half 

term. All of the wet weather has made it a little soggy but this 

has not stopped the fun and learning that takes place. 

We have been talking 

about the change in the 

season, and how cold 

and wintery it is. The 

children have noticed 

frost on the leaves and 

how hard the ground 

has been. It makes it a tad difficult 

to dig up worms but, when we are 

wrapped up warm, it is all fine. 

Forest school has been the best place in the world to act out our fairy tale 

stories. Little Red and Red Riding Hood have had lots of adventures      

following the paths on the way to Miss Cavanaghõs house instead of      

visiting grandma. That wolf was quite conniving and was able to chase 

the children out of their hiding places! 

We have had 1 new tree planted in the Forest School and we are looking 

forward to seeing how that changes over time. Spring is such a lovely 

time out in our wonderful Wildlife Garden! 

Fores t  Schoo l 
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In the days leading up to Writing Week,     

excitement started building up as        

mysterious paw prints and motivational 

quotes popped up around the school, 

sparking the children's imaginations.   

Every year group, from Nursery to Year 6, 

have immersed themselves in the world 

of Poonam Mistry's, ôThe Midnight      

Pantherõ.  

Throughout the week, the school was 

filled with the sounds of animal calls and 

vivid figurative descriptions of the      

panther over the tannoy, inspiring rich 

and creative  

writing.  

From poetry to narratives, the children have      

produced incredible pieces, which we look forward 

to sharing with parents next half term on Friday 

28th February from 3:00pm.  

Alongside their writing, they have also created 

some beautiful artwork inspired the book's          

illustrations. What an inspiring and memorable 

week!    

WRITING WEEK 2025 



Recep t ionñJade C lass 
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What an exciting half term we have had. Jade Class have been learning about alternative fairy tales. 

They really enjoyed acting out the stories of ôLittle Redõ and ôThe Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad 

Pig.õ They have shown such creativity and problem solving and they loved designing  and building 

their own homes outside in the playground. We have had bridges that were made out of cups and the 

children were challenged to create some with paper. What wonderful and collaborative work. 

Music is enjoyed every week with Mrs Jackson. The children are able to follow patterns of beats with 

simple instruments, and they were overjoyed and excited to sing a long to an accordion in class. It is 

lovely to hear them independently singing the songs during their free play. 

Our writing week incorporated screen printing onto T-shirts and designing repeated patterns to go on 

panthers and tigers. The children have been fascinated to learn about panthers, tigers and lions and 

they are now passionate conservationists. They are eager to spread the word about protecting         

endangered animals and the rainforest. Well done to all children in Jade Class for your work! 

Wow - what a great start to 2025 we have had in Garnet 

class! All of the children came back in January ready and 

excited to learn.  

The children have been totally obsessed with art, drawing, 

creating and building this term, and so we have made sure 

to include lots of this in Garnetõs continuous provision.  

In Maths we have been exploring the composition of      

numbers 6, 7 and 8. We 

have also begun to look at 

part-whole models and experiment with all the different ways we can 

make or show a number.  

This term we have followed the topic ôTelling A Taleõ, which means 

we have read all sorts of fairytales in class. One of our favourites has 

been ôThe 3 Billy Goats Gruffõ. Everyone had a great time designing 

their own trolls and were inspired to build their own bridges in the 

classroom. Weõve even started to think about creating our own    

characters and acting out our own stories.  

In literacy and phonics, Garnet Class have been extending their 

learning and writing increasingly longer sentences which even        

include punctuation! We have started to incorporate lots of common 

exception words into our sentences too. Their progress has been  

incredibleñwell done to everyone! 

Recep t ionñGarnet  C lass 
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Year  1ñEmera ld  C lass 
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As we reach the end of this half of the term, weõd love to share 

some highlights! 

Our school trip to the London Aquarium 

was a big hit. The children were fascinated by sea creatures, especially the   

jellyfish and giant sea turtles. This trip tied in perfectly with the books we were 

reading ôLeo the Octopusõ and ôJulian is a Mermaidõ. The children wrote a letter 

to Leo and gave him advice on how to make friends, created informative    

booklets all about octopuses and even had a carnival in the classroom just like 

in the book. 

In Maths, we explored partitioning numbers and identifying 2D and 3D shapes. 

We carried out an investigation to see if the 3D shapes rolled, slid or rolled and slid down the ramp in 

the same way. We discussed our findings as a class and we loved how hands on the learning was. We 

also enjoyed spotting shapes in everyday objects!  

In History we have been learning about change over time and talked about change 

in technology, our local area and even toys we play with. We have grown our own 

plants in Science and have kept track of our bean seeds development over time in 

a bean diary, and in RE we have shared family photos and discussed faith families. 

In PE, we focused on dance, using music and movement to express emotions. The 

children created their own routines and performed with confidence. Weõre so proud 

of their achievements!  

Year  1ñAmethys t  C lass 

What a fun half term we have had in Emerald Class!  

We started our term in writing 

with an amazing book called ôLeo 

and the Octopusõ which was all 

about a little boy who meets Maya the Octopus and they become friends. We 

then wrote leaflets for the London Aquarium for them to give to visitors filled with 

lots of information about Octopuses. We also read ôJulian is 

a Mermaidõ and celebrated us all being different we had our 

very own parade and created poems.  

In Maths we have been talking lots about 2d and 3d shapes 

and different ways of identifying them. In Science, we had a competition of who 

could grow the biggest bean stalk and learnt lots 

about different animals. In RE we learnt about   

belonging and it was so nice to see all of our    

family photos.  

We have had so much fun but our favorite part of the term was        

defiantly our visit to the London Aquarium and getting to see all the 

sea life there. Have a lovely half term everyone!  



The Fr iends  o f  Da lma in 
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Year  2ñTanzan i te  C lass 

This has been filled with exciting learning 

adventures in Tanzanite Class.  

 

In Writing, we read the story of ôThe Bear 

and the Pianoõ. We dived into imaginative 

narratives about our own animal finding an 

instrument in their home. The children were 

very proud to publish their fantastic writing 

that will be going on display.  

 

Meanwhile in Maths, we focused on multiplication, specifically our 2, 5 and 10 times tables. We used 

our knowledge to create word problems. The children worked collaboratively, planning and testing 

their word problems with great enthusiasm. 

 

In History, we studied the inspirational individuals: Rosa Parks and Emily    

Davison. We produced fact files and had great debates about their bravery in 

the face of oppression. This created lively discussions and a deeper        

awareness of how each of us stand up for what is right in our own lives. For 

RE, we learned about Hinduism and ceremonies within the faith. We really 

enjoyed designing our own Hindu wedding invitations.  

 

As we reflect on our learning journey, I remain very grateful for your continued 

support and encouragement. I look forward to sharing exciting updates with 

you next term! 
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Flame Aura have started 2025 off with a bang, having so much fun 

with our learning and making incredible progress.  

We are particularly proud of our writing projects this term: we each 

created our very own stories based on the book ôThe Bear and The 

Pianoõ, getting creative with our animal/instrument combinations 

and producing stunning books with  

illustrations, blurbs, borders and pages 

of incredible writing. Sharing these 

with Tanzanite Class was such a      

special way to show off our hard work.  

We have also loved growing our own 

beans in science to supplement our 

learning on plants. Though the results were not quite as we expected 

(why did the bean that received no air grow the longest shoot?!) it was 

great to see the beans' growth week by week.  

More highlights include learning about brave women from history and 

acting out our own Hindu weddings in RE. Now time for a rest before a 

busy start to next term with our boat trip along the River Thames!  

Year  2ñFlame Aura  C lass 



Inclusion at Dalmain 

This term our Inclusion coffee afternoon brought together parents for a warm and supportive discussion about 

the experiences of raising a child with SEND needs. It was a great opportunity to share experiences, exchange 

advice and build a sense of community. Thank you to everyone who joined usñwe look forward to more         

sessions where we can continue to learn from and support one another!  

Our next coffee afternoon will be on  

Friday 7th March between 2:00ñ3:00pm, delivered by Sonia Gannon, Lead teacher 

from Drumbeat Outreach Team.  

Her talk will focus on the topic of Masking.  

 

 

 

Masking is a term that is now more widely heard in relation to autistic and neurodivergent individuals where 

they may, consciously or unconsciously, hide their challenges to fit in with social expectations. We warmly invite 

all parents who may find this useful to join us for an open and supportive conversation.  

I nc lus ion  Team 
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Our Inclusion Team 

Ms SewaniñAssistant Headteacher & SENCo 

Ms WilkinsonñBehaviour & Safeguarding Leader 

They are always available to offer support to families with any concerns or questionsñplease 

get in touch via the School Office or see them in the playground.  

 Childrenõs Mental Health Week  

We took part in Childrenõs Mental Health Week last week. The 

theme this year was ôKnow yourself, grow yourselfõ and was linked 

to the fantastic film ôInside Outõ.  

We loved seeing how children across the school explored this 

theme in different ways. When we take notice of ourselves and 

how we feel, we are able to make better choices and be more    

connected with our feelings and 

behaviours. Noticing these things 

can help us recognise when we 

need support.  

 



Childrenõs Mentla Health Week 

D a l m a i n  S c h o o l  N e w s l e t t e r P a g e  1 2  



P a g e  1 3  

 

 

Ar t /DT 

The Spring Term got off to a flying start with children across the school      

producing incredible work in both Art and DT.  

Children in Year 1 have been learning about the artist Jean Michael 

Basquiat, exploring Identity and our hopes and aspirations. Children have 

been experimenting with painting with acrylics and incorporating different 

media to create beautiful compositions. 

 

In DT, Year 2 children have been learning about food groups and have made 

delicious Asian inspired salads. Yum yum! 

 

Year 3 have been Learning about volcanoes. In DT, both classes have        

constructed their own model volcano which reproduced an eruption with 

dust clouds and lava flow! 

   


