Newsletteii February 2025

{ Dear Parents & Carers

opening statement of our recent Ofsted repaoit Term 4 Dates

“OPupils flourish at thids
epitomises everything we strive for on a daily basis anc All Key Dates can be found on our
8 we are delighted that Dalmain Primary School has bee W_hOIe school calendar on _Our

8l recognised for exceptional place it is. Highlights from | Websitefilook for the calendar icon at
the report can be found on page 2 and the full report is the top right hand side of the

on our website but we can also provide you with a haro homepage.

copyd please ask the School Office and they will assist . .
A huge thank you and well done to everyone across our Dalmain communit F“day 28" Februaryé Phonics
for this report and the outstanding achievements celebrated within! Workshop 9:0010:00am

We are delighted with our new rain garden in the corner of the KS1 Friday 28" 8 WRITING EXHIBITIC
playground and, after a long 18 month wait, we were over the moon to have : }

our new trees planted in the same playground this week. What a difference in the playground at 3.00pm
they have made and we are excited to further develop this area of the schoc Monday 3d March & Class

The Spring Term al ways feels quite Photographs

raft of events and celebrations. Please do join us for our annual Writing

Exhibition, taking place on Friday 28February from 3pm in the playground. Week Beginning 8' March:
Every childés work will be on disp Reading Week

incredible progress with you all families and relatives are welcome! We also
look forward to Writing Week, including World Boo""f 5
Day on Thursday 8 March, and the fantastic
Friends of Dalmain Music Night on Friday 28
March, all of which promise to be a lot of fun. Wha

a term ahead! e

Thursday & March: World Book
Day 2025

Friday 7 March d LAMDA
Showcase 3:30pm Top Hall

Friday 28" March &8 FOD Music
Night at 7:30pm

END OF TERM: Friday 4th March
1:00pm

HOUSE P QIsNoT S
far thés term

D —— ] P—

We wish you a wonderful Half Term break and willi‘}_;'

look forward to seeing you for the start of the?2 |
half of this academic year on Monday 24 February 4? é
at 8:45am. 'y,

Best wishes, Ms Eiselé® Headteacher

Oak House: 2535
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Ofsted 2024i Feedback
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DPupils f‘Iou;|sh a
Dal mai nds Of sted Rep

\ We are extremely proud to have achieved Outstanding for Behaviour & Attitudes,
+ ¢~ Personal Development with the school being graded as Good in all other areas. Glyen
,3 that the current Ofsted Framework demand high and exacting standards, it is evelf
more remarkable to have achieved these outcomes, a reflection of the hard work and.
. dedication of our incredibly skilled and talented Staff Team.

‘ ? Amongst a plethora of compliments about Dalmain, we are particularly pleased t
> . following have been recognised:
OPupils |l eave the school we
future. o

Pupils behave extremely well
As a result, they feel

OThe school has created an e)
culum is effective in sup
range of subjects. o

0OThey (l eaders) have high >zpo
with special educational

OLeaders at al | |l evel s ar e
Staff appreciate | ealeirsgd and

3™\ oParents and carers value/f
appreciate the improvements that have taken place over rec
years. 6

Behaviour in | essons and a

armonious. Pupils learn how to recognise and manage their
ns. They are independent, resilient and highly enthusiastic” )
. about their | earni

_uragé you to read the full Ofsted report, which is available on the Ofsted
&t Dalmain Primary SchoolOpen- Find an Inspection Repg



https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/21/100677
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@ READING AT DALMAIN @
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At Dalmain, we are passionate about fostering a love of reading in all our students.
Unfortunately, the National Literacy Trust Children’s Survey shows that reading
enjoyment has dropped to its lowest level in almost two decades, with only one in three
young people saying they enjoy reading in their free time. We are committed to
reversing this trend and ensuring every child develops a passion for reading.

We are fortunate to have dedicated reading volunteers who already work with children
from Year 2 to Year 5. The impact on the children’s reading confidence has been
immense. Thank you to all our volunteers - the children thoroughly enjoy their reading
sessions.

However, we need more volunteers!

Are you passionate about books? Would you like to help children develop a love of
reading? Become a reading role model! Children need support to build the habit and joy
of reading. If you can spare a morning or afternoon to volunteer, we would love to
welcome you.

Please contact the School Office for more details -
admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk

. Reading increases creativity and imagination.

. Reading together builds strong family bonds.

. Reading expands a child's vocabulary.

. Reading opens minds to new and diverse people, places, and situations.
. Reading is fun and helps children relax after a stressful day.

. Reading promotes and enhances critical thinking skills

. Reading teaches children about the complex world we live in. E

. Reading promotes positive communication in families.

. Reading helps build character. ?

© ® N O O S WN =
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NurseryiTopaz Class

This term we have been enjoying t
Pigsd and 6Gol dilocks and the Thr
porridge. It was delicious! We pa
Goats Gruffd which inspired some
the story using masks.

We also enjoyed celebrating Lunar New Year. We opened up our own Chin
café in the classroom and had a go at writing New Year messages in

about the change in th
season, and how cold
== and wintery itis. The
children have noticed
N frost on the leaves and
how hard the ground

% has been. It makes it a tad difficult
3 to dig up worms but, when we are
wrapped up warm, it is all fine.

Forest school has been the best place in the world to act out our fairy t
stories. Little Red and Red Riding Hood have had lots of adventures
following the paths on the way t
visiting grandma. That wolf was quite conniving and was able to chase
the children out of their hiding places!

We have had 1 new tree planted in the Forest School and we are lookirj{#
forward to seeing how that changes over time. Spring is such a lovely
time out in our wonderful Wildlife Garden!
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In the days leading up to Writing Week,
excitement startedbuilding upas
mysterious paw prints and motivational
guotes popped uparound the schooaol,

sparking the children's imaginations.

Every year group, from\ursery to Year 6,
have immersed themselves in the world
of Poonam Mistry'sp T h e '

~

Pant her 0.

Throughout the week, the school was
filled with the sounds of animal calls anc
vivid figurative descriptions of the
panther over the tannoy, inspiring rich
1% and creative
= writing.

From poetryto narratives, the children have

to sharing with parents next half term on Friday
28th February from 3:00pm.

&N Alongside their writing, they have also created
= some beautiful artwork inspired the book's
W illustrations. What an inspiring and memorable

week!
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Receptiom Jade Class

What an exciting half term we have had. Jade Class have been learning about alternative fairy tales.
They really enjoyed acting out the stories of 0
Pig. 06 They have shown such creativity and probl
their own homes outside in the playground. We have had bridges that were made out of cups and the

Music is enjoyed every week with Mrs Jackson. The children are able to follow patterns of beats with
simple instruments, and they were overjoyed and excited to sing a long to an accordion in class. It is
lovely to hear them independently singing the songs during their free play.

Our writing week incorporated screen printing onteshirts and designing repeated patterns to go on
panthers and tigers. The children have been fascinated to learn about panthers, tigers and lions and
they are now passionate conservationists. They are eager to spread the word about protecting
endangered animals and the rainforest. Well done to all children in Jade Class for your work!

Receptiom Garnet Class

Wow-what a great start to 2025 we have had in Garnet
class! All of the children came back in January ready and §
excited to learn.

The children have been totally obsessed with art, drawing
creating and building this term, and so we have made sure
to include |l ots of this in

In Maths we have been exploring the composition of
) GRS . SO numbers 6, 7 and 8. We
o ~
. have also begun to look a
part-whole models and experiment with all the different ways we can
- make or show a number.

#This term we have followed the 't
we have read all sorts of fairytales in class. One of our favourites has
been 6The 3 Billy Goats Gruffod.

their own trolls and were inspired to build their own bridges in the
classroom. Wedve even started to
characters and acting out our own stories.

In literacy and phonics, Garnet Class have been extending their
learning and writing increasingly longer sentences which even
include punctuation! We have started to incorporate lots of common
exception words into our sentences too. Their progress has been
incrediblefiwell done to everyone!
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Touch typing courses for 7 — 16s

Spring half term and Easter 2025

Monday 17 — Thursday 20 February 2025
Monday 7 — Thursday 10 April 2025
Monday 14 — Thursday 17 April 2025

Venues and times
St Joseph's Primary School, Kingston KT1
Dulwich College, London SE21

Course sessions run 10:00 - 12:15 pm daily

Typing’s Cool teaches children and young people how to touch type
40+ words per minute using correct fingers and posture.

Beginners, improvers and advanced typists are warmly welcome.
We mix rigorous tuition with the latest app games to make learning
effective and fun. The course is suitable for all ages and abilities.
Cost: £176.00 per place

Childcare vouchers accepted. 10% sibling, bring a friend discount
Duke of Edinburgh skills assessor.

Apply at www.typingscool.co.uk .l:E
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Year 1 Emerald Class

What a fun half term we have had in Emerald Class!

We started our term in writing
with an amazing :
and the Octopuso—

about a little boy who meets Maya the Octopus and they become friends. We
then wrote leaflets for the London Aquarium for them to give to visitors filled with
l ots of information about
& Ya Mermai dd6 and cel ebrated

very own parade and created poems.

In Maths we have been talking lots about 2d and 3d shapegg
and different ways of identifying them. In Science, we had a competition of wh
could grow the biggest bean stalk and learnt lots"
about different animals. In RE we learnt about
belonging and it was so nice to see all of our

family photos.

We have had so much fun but our favorite part of the term was
defiantly our visit to the London Aquarium and getting to see all the
sea life there. Have a lovely half term everyone!

Year 1i Amethyst Class

As we reach the end of this
some highlights!

By

@ Our school trip to the London Aquarium

was a big hit. The children were fascinated by sea creatures, especially the

jellyfish and giant sea turtles. This trip tied in perfectly with the books we were

=8 reading 6Leo the Octopusd and o6Julian
® to Leo and gave him advice on how to make friends, created informative

\, booklets all about octopuses and even had a carnival in the classroom just like

in the book.

~ \ In Maths, we explored partitioning numbers and identifying 2D and 3D shapes.
We carrled out an investigation to see if the 3D shapes rolled, slid or rolled and slid down the ramp in
the same way. We discussed our findings as a class and we loved how hands on the learning was. We

also enjoyed spotting shapes in everyday objects!

In History we have been learning about change over time and talked about chang
in technology, our local area and even toys we play with. We have grown our ow
plants in Science and have kept track of our bean seeds development over time
a bean diary, and in RE we have shared family photos and discussed faith famili¢
In PE, we focused on dance, using music and movement to express emotions. T
children created their own routines

of their achievements!
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@ The Friends of Dalmain {‘)

NOW THAT S WHAT ICALL A

MUSIC NIGHT

S0S NOSTALGIA
.

SAY YOULL BE THERE

Dalmain Primary School - SE23 1AS

GET YOUR EARLY BIRD TICKETS £10
scan QR code
Tickets £14 after offer ends

O

- )
T s

LIVE MUSIC
BAR & HOT SNACKS
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Year 2 Tanzanite Class

S —

' This has been filled with exciting learning
adventures in Tanzanite Class.

ln Writing, we readf _
and the Pianod. We @4
™ narratives about our own animal finding an
~ instrument in their home. The children were
, ~ very proud to publish their fantastic writing
2 . ~  that will be going on display. ’

HEeaps | | i &

Meanwhile in Maths, we focused on multiplication, specifically our 2, 5 and 10 times tables. We used
our knowledge to create word problems. The children worked collaboratively, planning and testing
their word problems with great enthusiasm.

In History, we studied the inspirational individuals: Rosa Parks and Emily
Davison. We produced fact files and had great debates about their bravery
the face of oppression. This created lively discussions and a deeper
awareness of how each of us stand up for what is right in our own lives. Fo
RE, we learned about Hinduism and ceremonies within the faith. We really
enjoyed designing our own Hindu wedding invitations.

As we reflect on our learning journey, | remain very grateful for your contin
support and encouragement. | look forward to sharing exciting updates wit
you next term!

Year 2iFlame Aura Class

Flame Aura have started 2025 off with a bandyaving so much fun
with our learning and making incredible progress.

We are particularly proud of our writing projects this term: we each
. - created our veryown storieb ased on the book OTh:¢

Pianod, getting creative with our
and producing stunning books with m‘% ; . p |
i \=M‘~D; T,;_' = y e

l We have also loved growing our own
beans in science to supplement our
learning on plants. Though the results were not quite as we expect
(why did the bean that received no air grow the longest shoot?!) it
great to see the beans' growth week by week.

More highlights include learning about brave women from history a
acting out our own Hindu weddings in RE. Now time for a rest befo
busy start to next term with our boat trip along the River Thames!
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(ﬂ) Inclusion Team @

Our Inclusion Team
Ms Sewanii Assistant Headteacher & SENCo
Ms WilkinsoriiBehaviour & Safeguarding Leader

They are always available to offer support to families with any concerns or questipplease
get in touch via the School Office or see them in the playground.

Inclusion at Dalmain

This term our Inclusion coffee afternoon brought together parents for a warm and supportive discussion abput
the experiences of raising a child with SEND needs. It was a great opportunity to share experiences, exchange
advice and build a sense of community. Thank you to everyone who joinefiwe look forward to more
sessions where we can continue to learn from and support one another!

Our next coffee afternoon will be on

Friday 7th March between 2:063:00pm, delivered bySonia Gannon, Lead teacher
from Drumbeat Outreach Team

Her talk will focus on the topic oMasking.

What is masking?

Childrends Ment al

p's We took part in Chil
PHEEEEE theme this year was

] to the fantastic film 6l nside
CHILDREN'S

MENTAL HEALTH We loved seeing how children across the school explored this
NEEK theme in different ways. When we take notice of ourselves and
how we feel, we are able to make better choices and be more

"The most important thing is to try to know yourself.”
@ — Socrates

“Promise me you'll always remember you're braver than you
connected with our feelings and “ believe, and stronger than you seem, and smarter than you

; = : think.”
behaviours. Noticing these things . Christopher Robin
can help us recognise when we

need support. “Every one of us needs to show how much we care for each
other and, in the process, care for ourselves.”
— Princess Diana
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@ Chil dr enos

Dalmain School Newsletter

TIPS
FOR
FAMILIES

@

Encourage journalling

Just like Riley, encourage your older
children and young people to express
their emotions and thoughts through
journalling. It can be less confronting
than speaking out loud and is a helpful
way to process what is going on.

Make space for reflection

When children and young people reflect
on their different emotions, it can help
them better understand themselves
and what they need.

Go for a walk, drive, or try some mindful
colouring or baking together.

Be visual
Use imagery, such as emojis or
flashcards to help children and

young people recognise and
label their feelings.

Mentla@Hea

Place2Be’S

CHILDREN'S
MENTAL HEALTH

WEEK

Practice mindfulness

Try mindful activities, and quiet family
time, to enjoy being in the present
moment. This can help children

and young people be aware of their
thoughts and emotions and leam a
useful new coping technigue.

Communicate
Feedback is crucial for helping us
see our blind spots and gain greater
insight. Children and young people
are no different. Creating safe and
supportive ways to share your own
experience with your child can help
therm understand themselves and their
impact on the world around them.
7)
D

“»

If you're a parent or teacher, you'll find loads of useful advice to help you support the brilliant
young people in your lives - from FAQs to downloadable packs. (£ Here4You.co.uk
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The Spring Term got off to a flying start with children across the school
producing incredible work in both Art and DT.

Children in Year 1 have been learning about the artist Jean Michael
Basquiat, exploring Identity and our hopes and aspirations. Children have
been experimenting with painting with acrylics and incorporating different
media to create beautiful compositions.

B S y - 2 B

S 2%

In DT, Year 2 children have been learning about food groups and have made
delicious Asian inspired salads. Yum yum!

Year 3 have been Learning about volcanoes. In DT, both classes have
constructed their own model volcano which reproduced an eruption with
dust clouds and lava flow!



