
Newsletter—December 2024 
Dear Parents & Carers 

It has been a long yet incredibly eventful half term but 

what fun we have had! I hope that you enjoy this 

newsletter, packed full of the incredible learning and 

achievements of our wonderful children and 

community since October.  

A huge thank you for the support we receive from all parents and carers, and from the 

work of the Friends of Dalmain. We enjoyed another wonderful Winter Fair thanks to a 

massive team effort resulting in a lovely afternoon enjoyed by all! FOD’s fundraising 

activities are critical for supporting the wonderful events and activities the children 

enjoy at Dalmain, in addition to school improvements such as the new KS1 trees. 

‘Project Playground’ remains the focus but FOD have also funded a number of other 

resources, as detailed within this newsletter. Thank you to all families for their 

support across the year. 

Looking ahead to next term, we should be able to re-open the Brockley Rise side of 

the playground now that we have had our final air source heat pump installed 

alongside our new rain garden. Both projects have been a long time coming and we 

are delighted to have finished them so our pupils can benefit from both. We are also 

very excited about our new trees being planted in the KS1 playground in the spring. 

The school is now proudly gas boiler free with a beautiful wildlife area in school!  

And finally, a huge thank you to our wonderful Staff Team at 

Dalmain. Their hard work, passion and dedication make this 

school  the special community that it is, inspiring the next 

generation and always having the children’s best interests 

at the core of all they do. Their service and commitment to 

Dalmain is commendable and we are so lucky to have them 

all. 

Have a happy, safe and restful holiday, and we look forward 

to seeing you all on Tuesday 7th January 2025 at 8:45am. 

Ms Eisele - Headteacher 

DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Key Dates: Term 3 

All Key Dates can be found on our 

website under ‘Current Information / 

Whole School Information’ 

 Tuesday 7th January at 8:45am—

First Day of Term 

 W/B 13th January—Clubs start 

 Wednesday 5th February—

afternoon—Parent Teacher 

Meetings 

 Friday 7th February—morning—

Parent Teacher Meetings 

 Friday 14th February—End of 

Term 3 at 3:15pm 

Looking Ahead to Term 4 

We will be hosting our annual 

Writing Exhibition on Friday 28th 

February at 3:00pm. We hope to see 

you there! 

 

HOUSE POINT 
RESULTS 

2nd—Forest House: 1,411 1st—Grove House: 1,460 

3rd—Hawthorne House: 1,325 4th—Oak House: 1,283 



 

 
 

Year 2 have been learning about art activism, and studying human impact on our planet 

and climate. Using a combination of painting and printing techniques, the children have 

produced these spectacular paintings. 

 
 

 
 

In Art, Year 4 children have been learning about prominent artists from The Harlem         

Renaissance. Using sketching techniques children have drawn their own compositions     

exploring narrative and feelings inspired by this creative era in history. 
 

     

In DT, children in Year 1 have 

been learning about seasonality 

and food groups. They have       

enjoyed taste testing and made 

their own delicious autumnal     

butternut squash and sage pizza!  

Children in Year 3 have also 

been learning about          

seasonality and food           

pyramids. Our DT project has 

culminated in them making a 

delicious seasonal potato   

salad! 

A r t / DT  



In Year 5 children have been designing their own flying machines inspired by designs through 

history and the legend of Icarus. The end results have been some brilliantly engineered flying 

machines. 

         
 

A huge congratulations to Year 6 who have completed their model ‘Beckenham Biome and 

once again, have won the top award, ‘City Champions’ at the Opencity Architecture in Schools 

Awards. A total of 27 schools across London were shortlisted so this is a phenomenal      

achievement. This year we collaborated with BDP Architects, developing a sustainable           

development that harmonised habitats for animal species and humans. Our diorama was    

described as ‘exemplary’ by the judges, take a look at the images, I am sure you will agree! 
 

         

 

 

                         

                      

 

A r t / DT  



The  Fr ien ds  o f  Da lma in  
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Nur ser y —To paz  C la s s  
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This term, we have been exploring light 

and dark. We talked about the change 

of seasons as we moved from Autumn 

to Winter, and explored light and     

shadows in our dark den using torches.  

We particularly enjoyed the story of 

‘Whatever Next’ which inspired lots of 

imaginative role play as we took off in 

our very own rocket ship to have            

adventures in outer space! We used information books to find out 

more about space. 

We also began our Forest School sessions. We enjoyed exploring, climbing up onto logs and finding 

pathways through the foliage. There were lots of opportunities for children to develop their social 

skills and help one another. We look forward to more sessions in the New Year! 

This term, we have been finding out about different festivals 

and celebrations. We made firework paintings to celebrate bon-

fire night. We also enjoyed learning about the Hindu festival of 

Diwali and the story of Rama and Sita. We made our own   Diva 

lamps to celebrate.  

We have been reading the story of Christmas and celebrating         

together by making decorations and writing cards to our friends 

and families. We also made our own jingle bells for our Nursery 

Singalong!  

Wow—both Reception classes have been totally loving Forest School  

sessions this half term! The cold weather has not put us off and we 

have all wrapped up warm to walk over there each week. We have 

loved observing our environment as the seasons change from Autumn 

to Winter, making sure to count and collect as many leaves as we can.  

We made leaf crowns, searched for bugs, sang songs and set           

ourselves challenges to climb up some of 

the trees. One of our favourite activities has 

been to play a big game of hide and seek 

each week. Some of the children have 

found some amazingly creative places to 

hide!  

We also made repeating leaf patterns and found snails with concentric 

circles on their shells. And of course we are always looking for worms and 

having pretend camp fires with pretend marshmallows. It was fun turning 

a large pile of twigs into an imaginary bonfire for Guy Fawkes Day. Well 

done to all of the children—we are looking forward to discovering more in 

Forest School next term. 

For e s t  Scho o l  



P a g e  6  D a l m a i n  S c h o o l  N e w s l e t t e r  

This term, 6 of our Eco Councillors attended the Lewisham Pupils’ Climate Network Meeting at 

Stillness Primary School. We learnt about, and were inspired by, some of the green spaces that 

Stillness had created in their playground. It has motivated our Eco Councillors to ensure that all 

the children at Dalmain access the green spaces we have here. One of the things we will be    

working on is to audit our curriculum and identify lessons which could take place outside, for     

example Science or even Maths and Writing.  

As part of the meeting, we also took part in 3 different workshops where we learnt about compost, 

the important role that worms play, and we took home some pumpkin seeds to plant next       

Summer. It was a great day, and we are looking forward to doing more in the new year to make 

our school as eco friendly and eco conscious as possible!  



Rece p t io n — Jad e  C la s s  

D a l m a i n  S c h o o l  N e w s l e t t e r  P a g e  7  

This half term, we have been exploring lots of exciting things. We 

investigated who Guy Fawkes was and the children showed    

amazing empathy when learning about why we celebrate           

Remembrance Day. It was humbling to hear the children discuss 

how lucky they were after exploring how some children do not 

have the same rights and choices that they have. We also have been investigating number bonds to 5 

and experimenting with 1 more than and the properties of 2D shapes in Maths. 

Healthy and unhealthy eating has been investigated through stories and play. It led to the children 

trying different types of tomatoes and tasting new fruit. We have been writing and drawing our         

favourite foods and we learnt that it isn’t quite the right time to plant vegetables yet.  We have also 

tried a little Tai Kwando and yoga as exercise is important for our bodies too. After reading the story 

‘Willy the Wimp’, we learnt about gorillas and how they are an endangered species. 

We had an amazing cake sale to raise funds for our trip to  

see ‘Sleeping Beauty’ the pantomime in Catford.  Thank you to 

everyone who helped raise  the final amount of money that 

enabled every child in Reception to attend. 

The children have showed what incredible singers they are 

and their rehearsals for our Christmas singing production 

have left us feeling so immensely proud of all of them. Well 

done to all in Reception! 

Garnet Class have had a wonderful half term!   

We have really enjoyed exploring  shape in our Maths 

lessons, comparing and contrasting the different shapes 

we see in our classroom and even creating some      

beautiful artwork out of concentric circles!   

One of our favourite books that we learned about this 

term was ‘I Will Never, Not Ever Eat A Tomato’. We spoke 

all about what an alien might name different foods and 

we came up with some hilarious answers. We also spent 

the week thinking about which foods we would love to try in the future. We are feeling adventurous! 

On Remembrance Day we learned all about the 

planes from the past and compared them to the plans 

we see in the present day. We also loved creating our 

own poppy designs and decorating the classroom with 

them.  

As the term comes to an end we are learning all about 

the nativity story and practicing our songs for our 

Christmas performance. The class are so excited to 

dress up as their favourite characters from the story, 

especially after learning all about it! We hope that 

everyone has a wonderful holiday—see you in 2025! 

Rece p t io n — Gar n et  C la s s  



B R EAKFAST  &  AF T ER  SC HO OL  C LUB  
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Ye ar  1 — Emer a l d  C la s s  
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Just like that we have finished our first full 

term in Year 1! This term has been truly 

amazing and we have progressed so 

much. A huge thank you to all of our      

families for your support this term. 

This term we read an amazing book, ‘Send 

for a Superhero’ by Michael Rosen which 

was story about two baddies who were destroying Townton. We wrote 

our own versions and created our own superheroes to help Brad 40 

save Townton.  

In Maths we have enjoyed lots of counting forwards and backwards, to help us solve some tricky 

problems. Our knowledge has really improved recently. 

In RE we have been learning all about the Holy Bible and Christmas.  

In History went learnt about some amazing Hero’s like Mary Seacole and 

Florence Nightingale and in Science we learnt 

lots about materials and different textures we 

really enjoyed all of the fun investigations we did. 

 We hope you all enjoyed our Christmas            

performance and we wish you a merry Christmas 

and a happy New Year!  

What a fantastic term it has been in Year 1! As we approach the end of 

the Autumn Term, we wanted to share the wonderful learning and 

achievements your children have experienced over the past few weeks. 

This term, we delved into the exciting world of our book, ‘Send for      

Superheroes,’ where the children explored the story with enthusiasm 

and creativity. Inspired by the book, they wrote their own imaginative 

versions, showing off their growing storytelling skills. More recently, 

we’ve started reading ‘Billy the Beast’ by Nadia Shireen. The children 

were captivated by the story and got creative by making wanted      

posters for the Terrible Beast.  

In Maths, our focus has been on length and weight. The children have 

had so much fun measuring      

objects and comparing them. In Science, we’ve been learning all 

about materials and their properties. A highlight was our exciting 

floating and sinking experiment, where the children made       

predictions and tested objects to see which would float and 

which would sink. It was wonderful to see their curiosity and 

teamwork during this activity! 

Thank you for your continued support—whether it’s reading at 

home, discussing their day, or simply cheering them on! 

Ye ar  1 — Am et hy s t  C la s s  



Inclusion at Dalmain 

This term we welcomed a Family Navigator from one of            

Lewisham’s Family Hubs to Dalmain. She talked about what 

Family Hubs are, where our closest one is and what support is 

available.  

What is a Family Hub?  

A Family Hub is a place where children, young people and their 

families can go for help and support—or just to meet other      

families and socialise. A Family Hub is a one-stop shop with    

different support services in one location.  

Who can access a Family Hub?  

Any family with a child between the ages of 0 and 19 (or 25 with 

special educational needs and disabilities) can access a Family 

Hub. Pregnant women and birthing people can also access    

Family Hubs.  

What services are provided within a Family Hub?  

 Stay and Play activities that enable children and families to 

socialise, connect and play! 

 Parenting support 

 Employment and benefits advice 

 Housing advocacy 

 Special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 

 Low mood and mental health 

 Domestic abuse support 

 Midwifery 

 Support for fathers and male carers 

 Health Visiting 

How can I access a Family Hub?  

To access a Family Hub, simply walk in during opening times or call the Family Hub. All Family Hub services are 

free and interpreters are available for families where English is an additional language.  

I nc l u s io n  Team  
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Our Inclusion Team 

Ms Sewani—Assistant Headteacher & SENCo 

Ms Wilkinson—Behaviour & Safeguarding Leader 

They are always available to offer support to families with any concerns or questions—please 

get in touch via the School Office or see them in the playground.  

Our closest Family Hub is: 

Bellingham Family Hub, 109 Randlesdown 

Road, SE6 3HB 

You can also 

access a Family 

Navigator by 

scanning this 

QR code:  

 



B e in g  A  Paren t  C o ur se  
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We ran a number of fantastic parent workshops this term to support families across a 

number of topics. We received excellent feedback from them all and below we have 

shared some of the comments from our ‘Being A Parent’ workshops:  

 
“The 'Being a Parent' course held at the school this term was an extremely rewarding experience for me. 

The idea of committing two hours each Thursday morning for 8 weeks was a bit daunting and I imagine 

the time commitment unfortunately put a lot of people off, but I have learned so much during that time 

that I would highly recommend it to any parent or carer.  

  

The eight sessions headings were Being a Parent, Feelings, Play and Listening, Valuing My Child,           

Understanding Behaviour, Discipline Strategies, Listening and Communication, and Coping with Stress 

and Anger. The sessions were a mixture of information, discussion and shared experiences, everyone 

was very honest, and we learned such a lot from each other as well as from our trained and supportive 

course leaders. Parenting can sometimes feel lonely and difficult, but I've already tested out such a lot of 

the stuff I've learned, and I think it's helping me do better, and definitely feel better.  

  

You can find more information about the specific being a parent course on the Lewisham Early Years 

website here: https://lewishamearlyyears.org.uk/p/family-information-service/empowering-parents-

empowering-communities-epec. The current dates are for this term but the website has contact details 

to find out when the next courses are.” 

 

Look out for the workshops scheduled during the Spring Term and please do let us know 

if there are any areas we could offer further workshops in.  

https://lewishamearlyyears.org.uk/p/family-information-service/empowering-parents-empowering-communities-epec
https://lewishamearlyyears.org.uk/p/family-information-service/empowering-parents-empowering-communities-epec
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Ye ar  2 — Ta n zan i te  C la s s  

Finally, in geography we have been learning all about Earth’s    

continents and oceans, and how we can protect them. We felt so 

strongly about saving our oceans that we made Save Our Oceans 

signs and marched around Dalmain demanding protection for the 

seas!  

In RE we have been learning lots of stories that are important to 

Christianity and the traditions of Christmas, and we can’t wait for 

our final trip of 2024 to St Saviour’s Church to consolidate this 

learning.  

On that note, we wish you all a merry Christmas and happy New 

Year, and look forward to another amazing year!  
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Ye ar  2 —F lam e Aur a  C la s s  

What a wonderful half term it has been in Year 2! Time 

has flown by and we can’t quite believe it is almost 

Christmas. 

This term, a big focus has been on protecting the        

environment. In Art, we learnt about art activism and 

created our own smoky skyscapes showing different 

forms of pollution. We read a moving book called ‘The 

Journey Home’ by Frann Preston-Ganon and heard all about different endangered animals before   

publishing persuasive speeches that defended animals and their habitats!   

This term has been filled with exciting learning adventures and we 

are so impressed with the progress all children in Tanzanite Class 

have made.  

In Writing, we explored the theme of 

‘Journeys Home,’ a story about            

endangered animals. We dived into     

imaginative narratives about                

endangered animals finding their way home. Meanwhile, in Maths, we 

focused on doubling and halving, culminating in the creation of our very 

own board games that incorporate these operations. The children 

worked collaboratively, planning and testing their games with great     

enthusiasm. 

 

In Geography, we studied the continents and oceans, producing fact files on 

inspirational individuals who are actively working to protect our oceans. This 

created lively discussions and a deeper awareness of how each of us can play a 

role in protecting our planet.  

 

For RE, we learned about symbols in Christianity, and our highlight was a trip to St Saviour’s Church. 

The visit offered valuable insights into church architecture, worship traditions, and the importance of 

community. It was truly a memorable experience for the whole class.  

 

As we reflect on our learning journey, we remain grateful for your continued support, engagement  

and encouragement. We look forward to sharing more exciting updates with you soon. 
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This term our online safety theme was self-image and identity.  

We explored the differences between online and offline identity beginning with self-awareness, 

shaping online identities and media influence in propagating stereotypes. We identified effective 

routes for reporting and supported children to explore the impact of online technologies on        

self-image and behaviour. 

O N L I NE  SA FE T Y — Ye ar  1 ,  2  &  3  

  In PSHE lessons, 

children learned 

about… 

Conversation starters you can try out at home 

Year 1, Year 2 & Year 3 
Year 1 I can explain how 

my online identity 

can be different to 

my offline identity 

Q: If you could pretend to be a different character / person what would they 

look like? Do? Be like? Can you describe them? 
Eg: an animal / a character 

Different hair / clothes / voice 
Fly / jump / swim underwater 

  
Q: Can you draw a picture of this character? Dress up as them? 

  
Q: How is this character different to you? How do you look different? What can 

they do that you can’t? And vice versa? 
  

Q: What is fun about pretending to be a different version of ourselves? 
How does it make you feel? 

  
Celebrate your real life selves with these statements… 

  
“I really like it when you do this….” 

“Your online character is good at X… but you are really brilliant at Y” 

 

Year 2 I can explain ways 

in which someone 

might change 

their identity     

depending on 

what they are   

doing online (e.g. 

gaming; using an 

avatar; social    

media) and why) 

Q: Do you ever pretend to be someone or something different at playtime or in 

the park with your friends? 
Do you talk / move differently to your pretend character? 

  
Q: Do you have any characters online? e.g… TimesTables Rockstars. Tell me 

about them: Can you describe them? E.g. what do they look like? 
  

Q: Do you ever play as a different character? Why is this fun? 
  

Q: Why do we behave in different ways at different times? E.g. in the park / in 

the library, at school / in the park, playing online game / playing together in 

the playground? These are all different ways of being you. How can we          

celebrate all the different ways to be you? 
  

Year 3 I can make       

positive              

contributions to 

other’s self-

identity, where 

appropriate (e.g. 

avoiding negative 

comments or     

positive             

commentary on 

profile pictures). 

Q: How does it make you feel when someone says something really kind to 

you in the playground? 
  

Q: How does it make you feel when someone says something unkind to you in 

the playground? 
  

Q: Now imagine the kind thing was written on a poster and put up on your   

bedroom wall for you to see every day – how would this make you feel? 
What if it was the poster showed the unkind thing? 

  
Celebrate some of the kind things you have said to each other in your fam-

ily and talk about how these made you feel… 
  

“When you said X to me, it made me feel….” 
  

“I noticed you doing X (e.g. helping your brother) and it made me feel…(e.g. 

happy / really proud) ” 
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This term our online safety theme was self-image and identity.  

We explored the differences between online and offline identity beginning with self-awareness, 

shaping online identities and media influence in propagating stereotypes. We identified effective 

routes for reporting and supported children to explore the impact of online technologies on        

self-image and behaviour. 

 

O N L I NE  SA FE T Y — Ye ar  4 ,  5  &  6  

  In PSHE lessons, 

children learned 

about… 

Conversation starters you can try out at home 

Year 4, Year 5 & Year 6 

Year 4 I can           

demonstrate how 

to make           

responsible   

choices about 

having an online 

identity,           

depending on 

context. 

  

Q: Can you share with me what you have been learning at school about 

online identity? 

  

Q: Do you have any different online identities? 

If you play online (e.g. Times table rockstars / Roblox / Minecraft /          

Mariocart etc) Are you different in each of these online worlds? How do 

you know which one to be? 

  

Q: In real life we are all different in different situations too. Why do you 

want to be different in different places or with different people? 

Year 5 I am aware that a 

person’s online 

activity, history or 

profile (their 

‘digital              

personality’) will 

affect the type of 

information      

returned to them 

in a search or on 

a social media 

feed, and how 

this may be       

intended to      

influence their 

beliefs, actions 

and choices. 

Q: Did you know that search engines (e.g. google) remember what you 

search for? 

  

Q: Do you know that social media learns what you like and then shows you 

more of it? 

  

Q: Why do you think they do that? 

  

Pretend you are interested in buying something new (e.g. a bike).            

Everytime you go online, your computer shows you more bicycles –         

different brands, colours, speeds etc. How is this useful? How might it not 

be helpful? Who is choosing which bicycles you see or don’t see? How can 

you choose for yourself? 

  

Year 6 I can explain how 

online images 

can help to      

reinforce         

stereotypes. 

Q: What is a stereotype? Can you give some examples? 

  

Q: Do you think you fit into a stereotype? Do you think I do? 

  

Q: How are you different to that stereotype and how are you the same? 

  

Q: Are there stereotypes you would like to be part of? 

  

Q: How does it feel when someone thinks about you in a certain way based 

on the way you look? 

  

Q: Have you ever thought something when you first met someone that 

then changed as you got to know them? How were they different? 

  

Q: How do online images reinforce stereotypes? 

  

Q: How can you be yourself online? 
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Ye ar  3 — Ci t r i ne  C l as s  
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We’ve had an excellent term in Citrine Class, filled with exciting activities! 

We finished reading ‘The BFG’ and started our new book, ‘The Barnabus 

Project.’ The children created fantastic adverts for one of the perfect pets 

from the story. In Maths, the children have been focusing on bridging the 

100s boundary and have been working on their 6 and 4 times tables. We 

will continue working on the 4s when they come back. Please keep up 

your practice during the holidays! 

In Science, we explored the properties of rocks,        

finishing the term with an experiment to test and compare them. In               

Geography, the children learned about the different parts of the UK and some 

of their key characteristics. 

It’s been a wonderful term, and I’m so proud of 

the children’s hard work. Thank you for your 

support and well done to all children for their 

fantastic progress! 

We hope that you have a restful and joyful 

Christmas, and we look forward to more exceptional learning in 2025! 

Ye ar  3 —O p a l  C l a ss  

This term has been full of exciting and hands-on learning                 

experiences. In English, we read ‘The Barnabus Project’ and ‘The 

BFG,’ and then created our own versions of The BFG story. In PSHE 

we talked about our hopes and dreams and used this to make dream 

jars. In Science, we conducted a rock experiment, testing how hard different rocks are, whether they 

react to acid, and whether they float or sink.  

In Maths, we focused on bridging through 3-digit numbers and strengthened our understanding of 

place value. In Geography, we studied the countries of the UK, learning about their populations, 

weather, and cultures. We then created posters based on our research and presented them in 

groups. In Computing, we got creative with stop-frame animation and made our own mini films. 

To finish the term, we put on a   

lovely Christmas performance. We 

really hope you enjoyed it as much 

as we enjoyed preparing for it! 

Have a lovely Christmas and a           

wonderful New Year! 
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What a tremendous Autumn Term we have 

had in Singing Club! 

We were asked to prepare something rather 

wonderful for the Dalmain Culture Day        

celebrations during Black History Month in 

October. The children performed new songs, 

rising to the challenge of exploring new 

rhythms and drum patterns with the use of 

the djembe drum and piano to accompany 

them.  

During the second half of this term we        

focused on learning new songs with some 

being from of our favourite Christmas adverts 

and iconic songs such as ‘Eye of The Tiger’ by 

Survivor which we showcased at the       

Christmas Fair. 

It was a busy term, with a ‘Train the Trainer’ session which focused on the children throwing back at 

me techniques that I have taught them and allowing them to be the leaders of the club for the     

session. This was great fun and had everybody laughing lots. 

As always, we celebrated the last session of the term with feedback from our performances; an    

impromptu sing-a-along of our favourite songs learnt over the term, with certificates and awards. 

Quite fittingly, 2 new starters were given awards for resilience & effort for overcoming nerves,     

gaining confidence and participation. A huge well done to Kaiden and Nedaviah! 

Two of our wonderful Singing Club members were given awards for their dedication, contribution 

and commitment, including for for supporting their peers and being fantastic role models.           

Congratulations to Jasper and Alara! 

Watching the children learn these songs, feeling their excitement and seeing them support one   

another right up until the performance is a beautiful sight! With the community at the heart of the 

school, so shall it be the heart of Singing Club.  

Singing Club is a supportive and inclusive environment where we sing as a collective. Both     

achievements and mistakes are applauded with emphasis being on how we can all learn from 

them, sharing opinions on how to turn negatives into positives, with recognition being a huge part.  

If you would like your child to join After School Singing Club next term 

please contact office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk  to express your interest.  

 

Sessions are available for children in years 3-6 and takes place on      

Thursdays in the Music Room from 3:30pm – 4:30pm for 10 weeks. Pupil 

premium is available to those eligible. 

S i ng i ng  C l ub  

mailto:office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk


P a g e  1 8  

Since the start of this school term, we have been absolutely astounded by the standard of writing 

that our pupils have produced. The following children have been chosen to receive our Dalmain   

Laureate Award for their exceptional progress, use of high-quality vocabulary and application of    

literary skills across the curriculum. We are so impressed to see what they have achieved and are 

looking forward to their writing being displayed in school. 

Look out for these future authors! 

 

Reception: Dyland & Thierry 

Year 1:  Drew & Xander 

Year 2:  Sebastain & Emily 

Year 3:  Laura & Caspar 

Year 4: Elia & Leyla 

Year 5:  Celia & Elise 

Year 6:  Tianna & Rollo 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE! 

 

Writing Laureate 
Award 

D a l m a i n  S c h o o l  N e w s l e t t e r  

General school email: admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk  

Other Contacts 

For specific queries, please use the below contacts: 

Admissions incl. Nursery & Reception intakes, attendance, meal 

choices, breakfast or after school 

clubs: attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk 

Finance, curriculum clubs, instrumental lessons, trips, medicines 

or allergies: office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk 

Afterschool club: please contact Top Marks Coaching 

at  info@topmarksportscoaching.co.uk  

mailto:attendendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
mailto:office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
mailto:info@topmarksportscoaching.co.uk


Ye ar  4 —Aquama r i ne  C l a ss  
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Ruby Class has been diving into a rich and varied curriculum this term. In our Writing lessons, we have been 

reading the captivating book ‘Tar Beach,’ which tells the story of Cassie, a young girl with a dream to be free to 

explore the world without limits. This beautifully written story has sparked meaningful discussions about 

themes such as race, freedom, dreams, and the importance of family. By the end of the term, students worked 

collaboratively in groups to craft an engaging play script, expertly merging their creativity, dynamic dialogue, 

and compelling storytelling. In Maths, we have been sharpening our skills in rounding numbers to 10, 100, and 

1000, using number lines to support our understanding. The children have also been demonstrating mastery in 

column addition and subtraction, seamlessly exchanging values of one or more to tackle complex problems 

with accuracy and confidence. 

Our Science lessons have been hands-on and exciting, as we have investigated the different states of matter by 

testing evaporation, condensation, and melting through experiments. Geography has taken us on a journey 

across Europe, where we’ve been using atlases to locate countries and discover some of the continent’s most 

iconic landmarks. In RE, we have explored various celebrations and events in Christianity. Finally, our PE       

lessons have focused on gymnastics, where we have been practicing exercises that improve our balance, 

strength, flexibility, and coordination. It has been a busy and enriching time in Ruby Class! 

 

 

Ye ar  4 —Ruby  C la s s  

 

This term was jam-packed with lots of exciting learning, Times Tables 

Rock Star tournaments and rehearsal practice. Aquamarine Class 

have dived head first into one of the busiest terms of the year and 

still managed to produce fantastic learning along the way. 

As our theme for this term was ‘Find Courage’, the children studied books 

(‘The Undefeated,’ ‘Tar Beach’ and ‘Pride’) that explore ideas such as     

equality, overcoming struggle and the importance of fairness. Whilst studying 

‘The Undefeated’ they discussed the fire of the civil rights movement, and 

the grit, passion, and perseverance of some of the world's greatest black   

heroes. While studying ‘Tar Beach’ in Writing, children wrote persuasive    

letters speaking against the injustice of racism.  

In Maths, children are beginning to master 

numbers within 10,000 and will move on 

to shape and perimeter. As part of our    

Science topic ‘States of matter, children 

have taken part in various experiments, 

exploring how substances change state. All 

in all, Aquamarine Class have worked hard 

to produce fantastic learning and hope to 

producing great learning next term! 
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Ye ar  5 —Pe ar l  C la s s  

This half term, Pearl Class have 

been on an incredible journey 

based around the theme of 

Power Vs Principles. 

 In English, we have studied the 

classic story of Odysseus,    

writing chilling diary entries and 

creating our own epic narratives. Pearl Class have continued to       

develop their comprehension skills through reading the fascinating 

(and beautifully illustrated) book, ‘Mythologica’, and delved into the 

captivating world of the ancient Greeks in History.  

In Maths, we have been exploring money, regularly visiting the ‘Pearl Class Shop’ to practice manipulating 

amounts in a real-world setting. The children are becoming confident scientists, learning about independent, 

dependent and controlled variables through a variety of experiments into forces.  

On top if all of this, we have learnt 

about Gods and Beliefs in          

Hinduism, basketball and the    

language of dance in PE, video 

production in Computing, flying 

mechanisms in DT and               

stereotypes in PSE – what a       

tremendous term!  
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This term, Alexandrite Class have embarked on an jam packed learning journey inspired by the theme of Power 

Vs Principles.  

In Maths, we delved into the topic of money, whilst using real life examples to practice efficiency when working 

with money. Our budding scientists have been investigating forces through a range of experiments such as   

creating our own parachutes and experimenting with friction. As a class, they are learning all about                

independent, dependent, and controlled variables.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, we have explored the timeless tale of Odysseus, crafting captivating diary entries and creating our 

own epic narratives. Alexandrite Class have also developed their comprehension skills by reading the            

fascinating and beautifully illustrated book, ‘Mythologica,’ while immersing themselves in the world of the      

ancient Greeks in History.  

Beyond this, we’ve explored gods and beliefs in Hinduism during our visit to our local Hindu Temple; improved 

our passing skills in basketball; explored the language of dance in with Trinity Laban; created flying            

mechanisms in DT, and discussed stereotypes in PSE. What an jam packed term of learning has been, have a 

lovely well– deserved Christmas break!  

Ye ar  5 — A lexa nd r i te  C la s s  
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PE lessons have a multitude 

of direct benefits for pupils, 

such as promoting a healthy 

lifestyle. At Dalmain, PE   

lessons are taught with the 

following aims in mind: 

 

 To meet the require-

ments of the national 

curriculum 

 To encourage physical 

activity and exercise 

 To build self-esteem, confidence and resilience 

 To develop pupils’ academic, social and physical ability 

 To encourage good behaviour and respect amongst pupils 

 To promote teamwork and cooperation amongst pupils 

 

With these aims and the benefits that PE has in mind, it is important that 

your child attends school with the appropriate PE kit. At Dalmain, pupils 

are expected to wear: 

 

 White t-shirt (school badge optional) 

 Dark blue/grey/black shorts or jogging bottoms 

 Dark coloured trainers for outdoor PE 

 
It should be noted that pupils will be expected to remove any 

piercings, watches and tie long hair up. Children should not be 

wearing branded sports tops/jerseys.  

As a reminder, on the day/s that your child has PE, they should 

come into school already dressed in their PE kits and remain in 

these clothes for the whole day. You do not need to send in 

school uniform on PE days, but PE clothing will be required to  

adhere to the above expectations. 

 

Please be advised that PE is a compulsory part of the national 

curriculum and that participation is expected, unless your child 

has a certified injury or illness. If you have any concerns or need support with         

uniform, please do not hesitate to contact the school office or Ms Wilkinson.  

 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

P E  



Ye ar  6 — Kya n i te  C l a ss  

At the end of last term, Year 6 enjoyed a fantastic residential trip to Norfolk. 

We embraced the school values of teamwork, adventure, and acceptance as 

we participated in activities like climbing and the Mini-Olympics. A highlight 

was our day at the beach, where we paddled in the sea and built sandcastles. 

The trip taught us valuable skills in independence and resilience. 

Last week, as part of our learning from last 

term on Migration and Movement. We visited 

the Migration Museum in Lewisham, where we explored exhibits such as ‘All 

Our Stories’ and the ‘Humanae’ photographic display by Angélica Dass. We 

were fascinated by the stories of migrants and their impact on our             

community. 

As part of our Open City project, we worked with BDP Architects at Beckham 

Place Park. We collaborated on ideas for improving the park, which we then 

incorporated into our reimagined model at school. We were thrilled to win the 

top prize at the Tower Hamlets award ceremony for the second year running! 

In our Evolution and Inheritance topic, we have read ‘Can We Save the Tiger?’ by Martin Jenkins and explored 

the threats facing endangered species. In Science, we studied Charles Darwin’s Theory of Evolution and       

conducted the ‘Battle of the Beaks’ experiment to understand how the finches’ beaks have adapted to their 

environment. 

In maths, we have been mastering Fractions, Decimals, and Percentages, applying our skills to reasoning 

tasks and problem-solving activities like arithmagons. It has been a term full of learning and adventure, and 

we are excited about what excitement next term will bring! 

D a l m a i n  S c h o o l  N e w s l e t t e r  
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We have been super busy in Sapphire 

Class this half term. Still reeling from 

our residential trip to Kingswood on the 

last week of Autumn 1, we began with a 

challenging week of mock SATS, to    

prepare us for the national exams in 

May.  

The theme for this half term has been 

‘Evolution and Inheritance’ and we have been looking at ‘Darwin’s Voyage 

of Discovery’ in our Teaching of Reading sessions, a wonderful picture book 

about the life of Charles Darwin. We expanded our knowledge of the natu-

ral world by looking at the book ‘Can We Save the Tiger’ in our English     

sessions, culminating in a wonderful explanatory text detailing reasons why 

tigers are facing extinction.  

In Science we looked at the theoretical and practical approach to Evolution 

and adaptation, answering important questions like “Where did we come 

from?” and “Why are some species suited to a particular environment?”.  

Lastly, in Geography, we began the first of two topics centered on Brazil 

and South America. We managed to squeeze in two trips, a Christmas    

production, won an award for our DT project and made enormous progress 

across the board. Phew! Merry Christmas!  

Ye ar  6 —S a p ph i re  C la s s  
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Attendance 

Your child’s attendance at school every day 

is vital for their progress and attainment, 

both academically and socially. Poor         

attendance can affect children’s ability to 

make and keep friendships, which is a vital 

part of growing up, and of course we don’t 

want any child falling behind academically at 

this crucial time in their educational careers. 

Sessions Missed 

Each ‘session’ equates to half a day; if your 

child has missed 10 sessions for example, 

this means that they have missed 5 days of 

school. 

We have high aspirations for every child, 

and we are committed to enabling all of our 

pupils to achieve and sustain the highest 

level of   attendance, believing that every 

lesson counts. We encourage good            

attendance for these reasons and to fulfill 

our statutory safeguarding responsibilities.  

Attendance Letters 

If your child’s attendance falls to 90% or below, you will receive a letter regarding this. If your child’s 

attendance does not improve in four weeks you will receive another letter, and if your child’s        

attendance still fails to improve then you will be invited into the school for an attendance panel  

meeting.  

How to Contact Us 

When your child is off school, please confirm this in writing via email. You will be asked to provide 

proof of any appointments your child may have to the School Office either in person, so that the 

school can retain a photocopy, or you can attach any relevant documents via email. 

Please email attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk by 9:00am 

(when registers close) if your child is not going to be in school,       

indicating the specific reason for their absence.  

Alternatively you can report absence via ParentMail under Absences.  

Thank You For Your Support 

We know that you, as your child’s parent/carer, want your child to get on well in life. Children only 

get one chance at school, and your child’s chances of a successful future may be affected by not          

attending school every day on time, so we thank you in advance for your support with this matter. 

mailto:attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk

