
NewsletterñDecember 2024 
Dear Parents & Carers 

It has been a long yet incredibly eventful half term but 

what fun we have had! I hope that you enjoy this 

newsletter, packed full of the incredible learning and 

achievements of our wonderful children and 

community since October.  

A huge thank you for the support we receive from all parents and carers, and from the 

work of the Friends of Dalmain. We enjoyed another wonderful Winter Fair thanks to a 

massive team effort resulting in a lovely afternoon enjoyed by all! FODõs fundraising 

activities are critical for supporting the wonderful events and activities the children 

enjoy at Dalmain, in addition to school improvements such as the new KS1 trees. 

ôProject Playgroundõ remains the focus but FOD have also funded a number of other 

resources, as detailed within this newsletter. Thank you to all families for their 

support across the year. 

Looking ahead to next term, we should be able to re-open the Brockley Rise side of 

the playground now that we have had our final air source heat pump installed 

alongside our new rain garden. Both projects have been a long time coming and we 

are delighted to have finished them so our pupils can benefit from both. We are also 

very excited about our new trees being planted in the KS1 playground in the spring. 

The school is now proudly gas boiler free with a beautiful wildlife area in school!  

And finally, a huge thank you to our wonderful Staff Team at 

Dalmain. Their hard work, passion and dedication make this 

school  the special community that it is, inspiring the next 

generation and always having the childrenõs best interests 

at the core of all they do. Their service and commitment to 

Dalmain is commendable and we are so lucky to have them 

all. 

Have a happy, safe and restful holiday, and we look forward 

to seeing you all on Tuesday 7th January 2025 at 8:45am. 

Ms Eisele - Headteacher 

DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Key Dates: Term 3 

All Key Dates can be found on our 

website under ôCurrent Information / 

Whole School Informationõ 

¶ Tuesday 7th January at 8:45amñ

First Day of Term 

¶ W/B 13th JanuaryñClubs start 

¶ Wednesday 5th Februaryñ

afternoonñParent Teacher 

Meetings 

¶ Friday 7th Februaryñmorningñ

Parent Teacher Meetings 

¶ Friday 14th FebruaryñEnd of 

Term 3 at 3:15pm 

Looking Ahead to Term 4 

We will be hosting our annual 

Writing Exhibition on Friday 28th 

February at 3:00pm. We hope to see 

you there! 

 

HOUSE POINT 
RESULTS 

2ndñForest House: 1,411 1stñGrove House: 1,460 

3rdñHawthorne House: 1,325 4thñOak House: 1,283 



 

 
 

Year 2 have been learning about art activism, and studying human impact on our planet 

and climate. Using a combination of painting and printing techniques, the children have 

produced these spectacular paintings. 

 
 

 
 

In Art, Year 4 children have been learning about prominent artists from The Harlem         

Renaissance. Using sketching techniques children have drawn their own compositions     

exploring narrative and feelings inspired by this creative era in history. 
 

     

In DT, children in Year 1 have 

been learning about seasonality 

and food groups. They have       

enjoyed taste testing and made 

their own delicious autumnal     

butternut squash and sage pizza!  

Children in Year 3 have also 

been learning about          

seasonality and food           

pyramids. Our DT project has 

culminated in them making a 

delicious seasonal potato   

salad! 

Ar t /DT 



In Year 5 children have been designing their own flying machines inspired by designs through 

history and the legend of Icarus. The end results have been some brilliantly engineered flying 

machines. 

         
 

A huge congratulations to Year 6 who have completed their model ôBeckenham Biome and 

once again, have won the top award, ôCity Championsõ at the Opencity Architecture in Schools 

Awards. A total of 27 schools across London were shortlisted so this is a phenomenal      

achievement. This year we collaborated with BDP Architects, developing a sustainable           

development that harmonised habitats for animal species and humans. Our diorama was    

described as ôexemplaryõ by the judges, take a look at the images, I am sure you will agree! 
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The Fr iends  o f  Da lma in 
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Nurser yñTopaz  C lass 
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This term, we have been exploring light 

and dark. We talked about the change 

of seasons as we moved from Autumn 

to Winter, and explored light and     

shadows in our dark den using torches.  

We particularly enjoyed the story of 

ôWhatever Nextõ which inspired lots of 

imaginative role play as we took off in 

our very own rocket ship to have            

adventures in outer space! We used information books to find out 

more about space. 

We also began our Forest School sessions. We enjoyed exploring, climbing up onto logs and finding 

pathways through the foliage. There were lots of opportunities for children to develop their social 

skills and help one another. We look forward to more sessions in the New Year! 

This term, we have been finding out about different festivals 

and celebrations. We made firework paintings to celebrate bon-

fire night. We also enjoyed learning about the Hindu festival of 

Diwali and the story of Rama and Sita. We made our own   Diva 

lamps to celebrate.  

We have been reading the story of Christmas and celebrating         

together by making decorations and writing cards to our friends 

and families. We also made our own jingle bells for our Nursery 

Singalong!  

Wowñboth Reception classes have been totally loving Forest School  

sessions this half term! The cold weather has not put us off and we 

have all wrapped up warm to walk over there each week. We have 

loved observing our environment as the seasons change from Autumn 

to Winter, making sure to count and collect as many leaves as we can.  

We made leaf crowns, searched for bugs, sang songs and set           

ourselves challenges to climb up some of 

the trees. One of our favourite activities has 

been to play a big game of hide and seek 

each week. Some of the children have 

found some amazingly creative places to 

hide!  

We also made repeating leaf patterns and found snails with concentric 

circles on their shells. And of course we are always looking for worms and 

having pretend camp fires with pretend marshmallows. It was fun turning 

a large pile of twigs into an imaginary bonfire for Guy Fawkes Day. Well 

done to all of the childrenñwe are looking forward to discovering more in 

Forest School next term. 

Fores t  Schoo l 



P a g e  6  D a l m a i n  S c h o o l  N e w s l e t t e r 

This term, 6 of our Eco Councillors attended the Lewisham Pupilsõ Climate Network Meeting at 

Stillness Primary School. We learnt about, and were inspired by, some of the green spaces that 

Stillness had created in their playground. It has motivated our Eco Councillors to ensure that all 

the children at Dalmain access the green spaces we have here. One of the things we will be    

working on is to audit our curriculum and identify lessons which could take place outside, for     

example Science or even Maths and Writing.  

As part of the meeting, we also took part in 3 different workshops where we learnt about compost, 

the important role that worms play, and we took home some pumpkin seeds to plant next       

Summer. It was a great day, and we are looking forward to doing more in the new year to make 

our school as eco friendly and eco conscious as possible!  



Recep t ionñJade C lass 
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This half term, we have been exploring lots of exciting things. We 

investigated who Guy Fawkes was and the children showed    

amazing empathy when learning about why we celebrate           

Remembrance Day. It was humbling to hear the children discuss 

how lucky they were after exploring how some children do not 

have the same rights and choices that they have. We also have been investigating number bonds to 5 

and experimenting with 1 more than and the properties of 2D shapes in Maths. 

Healthy and unhealthy eating has been investigated through stories and play. It led to the children 

trying different types of tomatoes and tasting new fruit. We have been writing and drawing our         

favourite foods and we learnt that it isnõt quite the right time to plant vegetables yet.  We have also 

tried a little Tai Kwando and yoga as exercise is important for our bodies too. After reading the story 

ôWilly the Wimpõ, we learnt about gorillas and how they are an endangered species. 

We had an amazing cake sale to raise funds for our trip to  

see ôSleeping Beautyõ the pantomime in Catford.  Thank you to 

everyone who helped raise  the final amount of money that 

enabled every child in Reception to attend. 

The children have showed what incredible singers they are 

and their rehearsals for our Christmas singing production 

have left us feeling so immensely proud of all of them. Well 

done to all in Reception! 

Garnet Class have had a wonderful half term!   

We have really enjoyed exploring  shape in our Maths 

lessons, comparing and contrasting the different shapes 

we see in our classroom and even creating some      

beautiful artwork out of concentric circles!   

One of our favourite books that we learned about this 

term was ôI Will Never, Not Ever Eat A Tomatoõ. We spoke 

all about what an alien might name different foods and 

we came up with some hilarious answers. We also spent 

the week thinking about which foods we would love to try in the future. We are feeling adventurous! 

On Remembrance Day we learned all about the 

planes from the past and compared them to the plans 

we see in the present day. We also loved creating our 

own poppy designs and decorating the classroom with 

them.  

As the term comes to an end we are learning all about 

the nativity story and practicing our songs for our 

Christmas performance. The class are so excited to 

dress up as their favourite characters from the story, 

especially after learning all about it! We hope that 

everyone has a wonderful holidayñsee you in 2025! 

Recep t ionñGarnet  C lass 



BREAKFAST & AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
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Year  1ñEmera ld  C lass 
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Just like that we have finished our first full 

term in Year 1! This term has been truly 

amazing and we have progressed so 

much. A huge thank you to all of our      

families for your support this term. 

This term we read an amazing book, ôSend 

for a Superheroõ by Michael Rosen which 

was story about two baddies who were destroying Townton. We wrote 

our own versions and created our own superheroes to help Brad 40 

save Townton.  

In Maths we have enjoyed lots of counting forwards and backwards, to help us solve some tricky 

problems. Our knowledge has really improved recently. 

In RE we have been learning all about the Holy Bible and Christmas.  

In History went learnt about some amazing Heroõs like Mary Seacole and 

Florence Nightingale and in Science we learnt 

lots about materials and different textures we 

really enjoyed all of the fun investigations we did. 

 We hope you all enjoyed our Christmas            

performance and we wish you a merry Christmas 

and a happy New Year!  

What a fantastic term it has been in Year 1! As we approach the end of 

the Autumn Term, we wanted to share the wonderful learning and 

achievements your children have experienced over the past few weeks. 

This term, we delved into the exciting world of our book, ôSend for      

Superheroes,õ where the children explored the story with enthusiasm 

and creativity. Inspired by the book, they wrote their own imaginative 

versions, showing off their growing storytelling skills. More recently, 

weõve started reading ôBilly the Beastõ by Nadia Shireen. The children 

were captivated by the story and got creative by making wanted      

posters for the Terrible Beast.  

In Maths, our focus has been on length and weight. The children have 

had so much fun measuring      

objects and comparing them. In Science, weõve been learning all 

about materials and their properties. A highlight was our exciting 

floating and sinking experiment, where the children made       

predictions and tested objects to see which would float and 

which would sink. It was wonderful to see their curiosity and 

teamwork during this activity! 

Thank you for your continued supportñwhether itõs reading at 

home, discussing their day, or simply cheering them on! 

Year  1ñAmethys t  C lass 



Inclusion at Dalmain 

This term we welcomed a Family Navigator from one of            

Lewishamõs Family Hubs to Dalmain. She talked about what 

Family Hubs are, where our closest one is and what support is 

available.  

What is a Family Hub?  

A Family Hub is a place where children, young people and their 

families can go for help and supportñor just to meet other      

families and socialise. A Family Hub is a one-stop shop with    

different support services in one location.  

Who can access a Family Hub?  

Any family with a child between the ages of 0 and 19 (or 25 with 

special educational needs and disabilities) can access a Family 

Hub. Pregnant women and birthing people can also access    

Family Hubs.  

What services are provided within a Family Hub?  

¶ Stay and Play activities that enable children and families to 

socialise, connect and play! 

¶ Parenting support 

¶ Employment and benefits advice 

¶ Housing advocacy 

¶ Special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 

¶ Low mood and mental health 

¶ Domestic abuse support 

¶ Midwifery 

¶ Support for fathers and male carers 

¶ Health Visiting 

How can I access a Family Hub?  

To access a Family Hub, simply walk in during opening times or call the Family Hub. All Family Hub services are 

free and interpreters are available for families where English is an additional language.  

I nc lus ion  Team 
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Our Inclusion Team 

Ms SewaniñAssistant Headteacher & SENCo 

Ms WilkinsonñBehaviour & Safeguarding Leader 

They are always available to offer support to families with any concerns or questionsñplease 

get in touch via the School Office or see them in the playground.  

Our closest Family Hub is: 

Bellingham Family Hub, 109 Randlesdown 

Road, SE6 3HB 

You can also 

access a Family 

Navigator by 

scanning this 

QR code:  

 



Being  A  Paren t  Course 
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We ran a number of fantastic parent workshops this term to support families across a 
number of topics. We received excellent feedback from them all and below we have 
�V�K�D�U�H�G���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���¶�%�H�L�Q�J���$���3�D�U�H�Q�W�·���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V���� 
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The idea of committing two hours each Thursday morning for 8 weeks was a bit daunting and I imagine 
the time commitment unfortunately put a lot of people off, but I have learned so much during that time 
that I would highly recommend it to any parent or carer.  
  
The eight sessions headings were Being a Parent, Feelings, Play and Listening, Valuing My Child,           
Understanding Behaviour, Discipline Strategies, Listening and Communication, and Coping with Stress 
and Anger. The sessions were a mixture of information, discussion and shared experiences, everyone 
was very honest, and we learned such a lot from each other as well as from our trained and supportive 
course leaders. Parenting can sometimes feel lonely and difficult, but I've already tested out such a lot of 
the stuff I've learned, and I think it's helping me do better, and definitely feel better.  
  
You can find more information about the specific being a parent course on the Lewisham Early Years 
website here: https://lewishamearlyyears.org.uk/p/family -information-service/empowering-parents-
empowering-communities-epec. The current dates are for this term but the website has contact details 
�W�R���I�L�Q�G���R�X�W���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���F�R�X�U�V�H�V���D�U�H���µ 
 
Look out for the workshops scheduled during the Spring Term and please do let us know 
if there are any areas we could offer further workshops in.  


