Newslettei October 2024

Dear Parents & Carers

From the exceptional learning in classrooms, to the wide range of trips, our Tel'm 2 Da.tes

visit from Spirit of the Wild and of course our fantastic Community

Celebration, it has been a phenomenal start to the academic year! Inside All Key Dates can be found on our
this termds newsletter you will fi { wholeschoolcalendaron ourwebsife/e n
including some incredible feedback from our most recent external whole look for the calendar icon at the top

school reviewisee page 2. We are so proud of our children, staff team and right hand side of the homepage.

entire community!

WINTER PERFORMANCES

Thank you for your patience while we finish off our premises improvements.

We are nearly there with the installation of our new air source heat pump, Wednesday 11 December
refurbished radiators and gorgeous new rain garden. Eco Council did a

superb job getting stuck in with the planting. And thank you for your 9.30am d Years 1 & 2
engagement in our parent workshogshave a look on our website school 2:00pm - Years 3 & 4

calendar for future dates and we look forward to welcoming you to them.

. " , :00pm - Year

Term 2 promises to be as exciting as the start of the new year. We wish you SHde SEE S EE

all a wonderful Half Term holiday and look forward to seeing you on Monday Thursday 12th December:
4th November at 8:45am.

9:30am - Reception
2:00pm -Years 5 & 6
2:45pm & Nursery Singalong
5:00pm -Years 3 & 4
Friday 13th December:
9:30am - Reception

2:00pmd Years 1 & 2
END OF TERM: Thursday 19th
December at 1:00pm

Best wishes, Ms Eisel® Headteacher

HOUSE P @I sNoT S
far thés term

< P

Oak House: 902
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Whole School ReviewFeedback

We regularly invite external professionals in to Dalmain Primary
School to review our provision and receive invaluable feedback so
that we can further develop our fantastic school.

Our most recent review looked at learning and progress across th
entire school and we wer@verwhelmed by the enormously positive fee¢: v
back we received, some highlights being:

OPupils agree that the school is very supportive d t|
are highly positive about school and keen to commuimi cal

0The school 6s success within national assessments ®&re
particular, a good proportion of pupils achieved at the greater depth standard at KS2. Results in phonics are
strong. 6

oDevel opment of | angua g eunderpimindnanehégotigblechiglaquality textssre asedcas @c i a |
a framework for the curriculum not just in literacy but across the curriculum; hence, for example, the vibrant and
skilled artwork around the school reflects the cur @i cul

0 An e hasediappypach coupled with strong crossurricular links also help pupils to build new learning
systematically and securely as they move through t @e c

0Observations and discussions demons tlevehquestioning and taske a @h e r
areopenre nded enough to provide opportunities for all/l mupi |l

0The curriculum is well structured to support chal [@eng
and delivery of I essons. 6

0The provision for early years is going from strend@th 1
early years team to create a much more consistent and effective learning environment. It is coherent with clear a
consistent communication about the learning taking place. The indoor and outdoor areas provide rich opportunitie

for learning across all the early years areas; there is careful attention to avoiding sensory overload while providing

rich | earning opportunities. o

OPupils are proud of their books and keen to show ff
they know that making mistakes is part of the process of learning; they are able to share how they have corrected
errors and how this helped to i mprove their | earni g. o6

oBehaviour within the classroom is strong across t e s
participating very attentively in class . This good behaviour is a result of westablished routines which pupils

follow and the high expectations set by staff. Corridor behaviour is calm and purposeful and pupils play happily
together when outside. o

0Through coaching, more formal training, such as s @ppol
onto nationally recognised professional courses, and working with other schools and external consultants, the
headteacher has established a strong team whose members work cohesively and collaboratively to lead the scho

and school i mprovement. o6

0The coaching and support for | eadells i
personalised to the needs of indivi ual

As an inclusive and diverse school with high expectations for all, we are

..« delighted to hear from external professionals how well we are doing anc
look forward to driving further improvements. A huge well done and
thank you to the whole team!
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OUR COMMUNITY CELEBRATION!

Last week the school hosted our Dalmain Celebration of Culture on Thursda$ 17
October, as part of our celebration of Black History Month. Our school is a
wonderful community of people with connections all around the world, and it was
great to see so many families sharing their own traditions and cultures.

It was an incredible afternoon, of food, music, stories, fashion, dance and laughteg

It was a wonderful to see so many children dress in the clothes they love to
celebrate in, and we were so grateful to everyone who brought food, inspired by
cooks from every corner of the world.

Mary Martin London is a celebrated fashion designer, who told us her inspiring
story of how she overcame many obstacles in life to become an awarnthning
designer. She also turned the stage into a catwalk, introducing us to some of her
fantastic dress designs.

The children really enjoyed looking through the wonderful
4§, === range of books brought by Moon Lane Books, many of
2 \which were books children read, explore and love here at
Dalmain.

The music was a real highlight of the afternoon. We heard
wonderful folk songs, then listened to Raggo Zulu Rebel
perform his hit, OWi ndrush
WISl performances came from
\ the children of Dalmain,
TP whose singing group

We really enjoyed the day, and we hope you did tjges
We are looking to organize more occasions that %3
celebrate the many cultures that make up our
wonderful community. Watch this space!
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NurseryiiTopaz Class i

It has been an exciting start to the year in Topaz Class! We enjoyed the story of

6The Owl Babiesd which has hel ped u:

morning and settle into our learning at Nursery, safe in the knowledge that our

families always come back, just 1ik

job learning all our new routines, including helping to set up the tables for our
‘u - ;i," . lunch in the classroom.

We read the story of ©6The
us to name and talk about our emotions. We
experimented with ways to mix colours and made our o
monsters!

We enjoyed celebrating Black History Month by making
* 1 our own necklaces inspired by the Masai tribe of Kenya.
| We had fun making tiedye designs and danced to Calyps
music! We tasted Caribbean cuisine, Jollof rice and
sampled fruits from around the world!

& The children in Reception have loved exploring our wildlife
garden during our forest school sessions this term. We went on a
bear hunt, searched for foot prints and tried to spot if any Wild
Things were hiding in the trees..

Garnet class had a great time seeing if we could see any frogs in
the pond! We also played lots of exciting games like hide and
seek and had a competition of who could find the most Autumn

~ leaves.

7 Some of the children &
climbed trees, others &

woodl i ce!
wait to come back
and see how the

wildlife garden will
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WHY DOES GOOD ATTENDANCE MATTER?

Less than 6 days absence | Excellent attendance! These young people

ayear will almost certainly get the best grades they
can, leading to better prospects for the future.
Pupils will also get into a habit of attending
school which will help in the future.

10 days absence a year These pupils are likely to achieve good grades
and form a habit of attending school regularly.

Pupils who take a 2 week holiday every year
during term time can only achieve 95%
attendance.

WHY DOES GOOD PUNCTUALITY MATTER?

Being late to school can have a considerable impact over the whole school year. The table below
shows you how much time can be missed over a year by being late to school every day.

Attendance

Your chil dodés attenda
vital for their progress and attainment, both
academically and socially. Poor attendance
can affect childrenod
friendships, which is a vital part of growing up
and of course we don
behind academically at this crucial time in

their educational careers.

Sessions Missed

Each O0sessiond equat
child has missed 10 sessions for example, thi
means that they have missed 5 days of schod

We have high aspirations for every child, and
we are committed to enabling all of our pupils
to achieve and sustain the highest level of
attendance, believing that every lesson
counts. We encourage good attendance for

S minutes late every day = 3 days of school lost a year

these reasons and to fulfill our statutory
safeguarding responsibilities.

Attendance Letters

I f your <childds atte
below, you will receive a letter regarding this.
does not i mprove in
fails to i mprove t

School momings can be very busy but when your child is late for school they are missing out on
vital parts of their education and in particular the start of the school day. It is alse disruptive for the
whole class if pupils arrive at different times throughout the morning. If your child arrives 30
minutes sfter the register has been tsken they will have an unsuthorised absence for the whole

attendance

c hi ndance stil!]l

meeting.

How to Contact Us

When your child is off school, please confirm this in writing via email. You will be asked to provide
proof of any appointments your child may have to the School Office either in person, so that the
school can retain a photocopy, or you can attach any relevant documents via email.

Please emailattendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.ulty 9:00am
(when registers close) if your child is not going to be in school,

indicating the specific reason for their absence.

Alternatively you can report absence via ParentMail under Absences.

Thank You For Your Support

know that you, as your childds parent/ ca
one chance at school, and your chil dds c¢ha
attending school every day on time, so we thank you in advance for your support with this mattg

We



mailto:attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
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Receptiom Jade Class
What an incredible start to the year!

The Reception children have settled into their new
classes beautifully. We have been concentrating on
making friendships, learning routines and following
instructions. It can be a big change from a Nursery
Class and the children absolutely love learning
Phonics everyday. We have explored stories about
starting school, learnt how to mix primary colours
together and we have discussed how we are all
different and yet the same. We are like one big fami
and we respect everyone's differences.

A

We were very excited to come into class and find
out that we had been vi si
from O0Where the Wild Thil
trails, looked for clues and used magnifying
glasses to inspect the evidence. The children
designed their own o&Wil
for the 6Wild Thingso t
expected behavior for the creatures to throw

toys all over the room!!

d
0

Receptiom Garnet Class

Garnet Class have had a wonderful time settling into th?
first term at school!

We have been learning inside and outside, including A=
creating some wonderful recipes in our mud kitchen,
building in our sand pit and creating in the construction
zone. We loved the learning we did during Kindness We
when we drew around one of our class members and he
a go at writing all the lovely ways we could be kind to 7
.m each other-including =
i some of our top tips |
for making friends! &

I n Literacy we have been readincg
visit from Anansi this week. We have been enjoying using the

phonics sounds we have learnt so far this term to write captions for

our silly spider pictures.

And finally, in Maths we have been exploring numbers up to five

have even been making our own number blocks using cubes. We
have also been learning lots of number songs and even started to
use our measuring scales to see how heavy different objects are.

~

ltds been a fabulous start to Ot
more learning next term!
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Inclusion Team

Our Inclusion Team
Ms SewaniiAssistant Headteacher & SENCo
Ms WilkinsoriiBehaviour & Safeguarding Leader
Mr OO D aGSEb@oa n

They are always available to offer support to families with any concerns or questipplease
get in touch via the School Office or see them in the playground.

Inclusion at
Dalmain

This term we hosted two
parent workshops where we
discussed ways to support
childrends emc
through the Zones of
Regulation

The ZONES of Regulation®

What are the
Zones of
Regulation?

Feelings are complicated. The

BLUE ZONE

Sad
Sick
Tired
Bored
Moving Slowly

GREEN ZONE
Happy

Calm
Feeling Okay
Focused
Ready to Learn

YELLOW ZONE

Frustrated
Worried
Silly/Wiggly
Excited
Loss of Some Control

RED ZONE

Mad/Angry
Terrified
Yelling/Hitting
Elated
Out of Control

come in different sizes,
intensities, and levels of
energy that are unique within
our brains and bodies. To make them easier to talk about, think about, and regulate, The Zones of Regulation
organises our feelings, states of alertness, and  energy levels into four colored Zodi@®ue, Green, Yellow

and Red. The simple, common language and visual structure of The Zones of Regulation helps make the ¢om-
plex skill of regulation more concrete for learners and those who support them. We learn to regulate our Zanes
to meet our goals and task demands, as well as support our overall wWaing.

Family Hubs in Lewisham

Lewisham's Family Hubs are a new way of bringing together #uwiceand support a family may need, from
pregnancy through to young people turning 19 (or 25 if they SEND).

The Hubs provide space to access support from professionals such as early years
practitioners, health visitors, midwives, speech and language therapists and Speci
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) advisors.

PPN WY

Our closest Family Hub is Bellingham Family Hub
Visit 109-111, Randlesdown Road, SE6 3HB

e
Lewisham

Open Monday to Friday 9aipm
Get in touch on020 8314 9545 or email Family.Hubs@Lewisham.gov.uk
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Year 1 Emerald Class

Can you believe it we are half way through our first term i
Year 1?! We have been having so much fun this term. In
Writing, we have read two amazing booR® Na u g h t

by Jan Oke and 6Astro Girl
Emerald Class into Space HQ and we all became astronz
experts, creating fact files filled with facts about space!

In Maths, we have been doing lots of counting with numbers up to 100. Our favorite lesson was playing Incy,

Wi ncey, Spider and one person was the sunshine and
you had to move the spider up the drain and when it was the rains turn you had to move the spider down the
drain. We had so much fun and learned a lot of maths during this game.

In PE we have been playing team sports, and we have loved climbing the trees at forest school and finding all
the things we think are beautiful. We have been making cars in DT with Mr Roberts and in Science we have
been learning all about the human body and our senses. We wish everyone a lovely half term!

Welcome to
‘ F'ﬂace HQ !t
1]

-

Year 1iAmethyst Class

This term we have enjoyed | earning about transport.
Bus® and became bus experts as we went on our first

O0We really Il oved the trip to Catford bus garage whe
t i measdKinmaya.

The | ast few weeks of term we have been reading 0A:s
classroom into the night sky and stargaze, describing the stars we could see using adjectives. Maths lessons

have been filled with counting everything from leaves in the wildlife garden, to cubes and straws in the
classroom. We have loved learning how to add on to numbers and compare different numbers.

We have spent P.E lessons playing in groups as a team and learning rules for new games and in Design &
Technology we made our own modes of transport using objects that can be recycled.

Well done Amethyst Class!




The Friends of Dalmain {‘)

&ﬂ
CERISTUAS
_F e =—

THI' S YEARY»S FAI R WI LL B

Saturday 30th
November from
12pm

We look forward to
seeing you there!
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Year 2 Tanzanite Class

What a brilliant start to life in Year 2!

part of the museum that expl a
answered quiz questions all about him. We also did a nature trail
the gardens outsided we had a great day!

We have also been looking at classic fairy taléswith a twist. We wrote a story where we imagined what
happened to Goldilocks after she grew up. We also read a story about what happened to Humpty Dumpty after
his famous fall. We even wrote a fact file about wolvésreal wolves, not the ones that huff and puff and blow
houses down!

We have also been making things, In DT, we made sliders and

levers with Mr Roberts, and in RE we made a puppet show tae#

the Hindu story of Rama and Sita and Diwali. Add in Sata n e s 0
Carnival of the Animals in Music plus dance and ball skills in PE and
itds been a busy start to the yec

Next term we are learning all about conservation, particularly of our
oceans. Itéds going to be great.

Year 2iFlame Aura Class

It has been a fantastic start in Year 2 for Flame Aura Class! Frot
partitioning tens and ones in maths to dancing like penguins in
PHieverything we have done we have put so much effort into a ;
had so much fun!

We have worked really
hard in Writing this

» halfterm, recently —
freading OWoOlVeEesSo DY

Emily Gravett ,which inspired us to create our own non
chronological reports filled with fabulous facts. Did you know
that Wolves have 42
teeth and need to eat
up to 9 kilograms of
meat every day?!

Flame Aura have also particularly enjoyed learning about
Frederick Horniman in History this term. We investigated
Horniman and some of the good and bad things about him and
discussed what sort of person he was.

To top it off we had a great trip to the Horniman Museum, where
we learnt more about him and got to see some of the animals in
the museum and in the gardens too. It was fantastic!
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Every class in Key Stage 2 has elected two Eco _
Councillors and we have already started meetings wit

Ms Sewani to discuss ideas to make the school more
environmentally friendly.

Ouir first task as eco councilors was to plant the plant:
in the rain garderiiit was great fun getting our hands -
dirty and we cannot wait to use this area of the
playground more!

DALMAIN SCHOOL EARTH PLEDGE

Bees, trees and sustainability

We will start and/or participate in initiatives

within our schools and the wider
community which enhance learning about
and the protection of biodiversity

Resources

- We will only take and use the resources we

need and use these responsibly

Rubbish and recycling

Y
We will try to reduce and re-use resources

before recycling them
We will dispose of rubbish appropriately,
including recycling, both indoors and
outdoors

Healthy children, healthy planet
We commit to weekly meat-free Mondays
and screen-free hours
We will try to travel to school by foot,
scooter or bike whenever we can

Dalmain Primary School

How has being an eco councilor helped you with your learning?

This was one of the questions that the children were asked dur-
ing our recent Quality of Education review. These were some of

the childrends answer s:

olt has made me care more about the environment
something | wildl keep with me for the rest of r
0Our school is greener and healthieré

0l can now teach my family about reducing wast e
0lt has helped me see that | can change the wor

We are so proud of our eco councilors and the amazing work
they do to make Dalmain more ecfriendly!



