DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Newsletteri July 2024

Yet another year at Dalmain comes to a close and this one has most

definitely been a memorable one! Our 150 year anniversary celebratio KeV Da_teS: NOW On Our
were an incredible highlight and we are so lucky to have been able to = .
Website

|l earn about our unique communi:t
new Dalmainian newspaper brilliant?! Such a fantastic idea to bring th

pupil written newspaper back, the first time in decades! Following feedback from our recent Pare
Across the year, all pupils have inspired us and we have loved working SUrvey, we have set up a calendar on o
with them, seeing them develop into the incredible young people they |  website where all school events will be
are. We are extremely grateful to our wonderful Dalmain Staff Team w detailed.

as | have said before, go above and beyond every day to care for our We hope this will be an easier way to

pupils and support them in so many ways during their primary school :
years. A huge thank you to every member of our team, all of whom ha access key dates and associated

demonstrated uncompromising commitment, passion and skill this yea information.
working tirelessly to provide D
of education. Autumn Term 1: starts
A huge thank you too for the enormous contribution that the Friends of

Dalmain continue to make to our school. School budgets are tighter th WedneSday 4th September at
ever and the money raised by FoD has helped us to purchase much 845am

needed equipment and provide children with amazing educational
experiences that unfortunately are at risk
due to the current financial pressures. We are incredibly grateful for your exceptional dedication,
expertise and the many hours of hard work.

Dear Parents & Carers

It has been wonderful to work closely with parents and carers to support the wellbeing and
education of our fantastic children. We all want what is best for them and it is through our
collaboration that we are able to achieve this. Thank you for the many ways in which you have
supported our work and for your dedication to our community. You all make Dalmain the special
~ place that it is.

I hope that you enjoy reading our gorgeous end of term newsletter, and that you all have a restful
and relaxing summer break. We will look forward to seeing you all in Septemdsgmou will love what
we have planned for the new academic year! See you on Wednesd#ySéptember at 8:45am.

" Best wishes, Ms Eisel@Headteacher
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Polling Day at Dalmain Primary School

Democracy is alive and very well at Dalmain Primary School!

A couple of weeks ago, to coincide with the General Election, we held our own Polling Day. The ballot was
organised by the School Council, and was called to decide the new theme for our class names for next ye

The choice was vast, with options ranging from historical events to exotic fruits to sea animals. When the pI ;
opened on 4h July, children were queueing up to have their say. It was an amazing and moving sight!

While the General Election turnout was a fraction under 60%, the turnout across the school was a far health
94%! And just like in the General Election, our result was something of a landslide.

Official Results of Dalmain School
Polling Day:

Gems & birthstones: 38%
Sea animals: 19%
Greek gods: 14%
Exotic fruits: 14%

Extinct animals: 6%
Natural disasters: 5%
Historical events: 4%

So next year, we will see a change from class names
based on mythical creatures to names based on gems
and birthstones.

our own exercise in democracy with the election taking

place across the country. In assemblies and PSHE
lessons, children have discussed and learned about
writing manifestos, election campaigning and the
importance of voting in a democracy.

Since our Polling Day, the children have come up with

fabul ous names for their

forward to learning all about the science, history and

geography connected to the gems that have been chosen.
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@ The Friends of Dalmain {‘)
FOD Updates

Friends of Dalmain (FoD), the school

Parent-Teacher Association

ThanK you for What we
supporting the have funded
summer fair this year

KS2 Climbing Frame

The sun was shining and it was a
9 Shed for sports equipment

wonderful day. We raised nearly £7k,

Djembe drum skins

a record! This means we have Trees (to be planted next

fundraised £20k since September! Winter)

Plants for the playground
ISOth Anniversary mugs for all
KS2 end of year discos
Year 6 hoodies

Committed for next year:

» Early years resources

* New bin storage area

* Philosophy KS2 teaching

Would you like to
be Chair of FoD? Save the

¢ Social Media posts
Sadly I am stepping down as Chair, Date

e Bake sale lead

Other Vacancies

it has been an amazing and

* Raffle lead Halloween Disco

rewarding couple of years. If you
9 P Y Y e Christmas fair lead

would be interested or would like a
For these roles you don't have to

chat about the role, please get in
F . be part of the main committee

touch.

If you would like to join FoD or have  Christmas Fair
a chat about What we do, please
email:

@www.p‘l’a-even‘l‘s.co.uk/friendsofdalmain
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NurseryiUnicorn Class

What an incredible year in Nursery it
children have blossomed this year; we are very proud of them!

This term in Nursery we have been exyq
about different journeys and talked about the journeys we have made, both every
and on special occasions such as holidays. We drew maps and enjoyed acting ou
embarking on adventures to distant lands.

Wedve been getting crafty this term,
modelling materials together, including using split pins to create wheels for vehicle

—

As the weather has (mostly!) warmed ug
we also had great fun experimenting witk
different ways to make water flow using
8 pipes and guttering.

We have been caring for caterpillars
and watching their incredible
metamorphosis as they change into
butterflies! We made our own
information books about them and
™ read them to each other.

We were very excited to discover that some of our froglets had at last grown t
front legs, completing their transformation from tadpoles to frogs! Just like tho
of us moving on to Reception next year, the frogs have grown and changed si
they were small. They need space to grow and learn new things. So we took t
back to Forest School to return them to the pond.

Forest School

Forest School is always fun during this time of year as it is full of greenery
that creates amazing shadows for us to explore on the ground. The
children have loved finding areas to play hide and seek in and they have
& been extra hard to find because of luscious green foliage. We have

8 enjoyed lots of independent investigations and discussion about shapes

.l and mini beasts. Many snails and worms have been found, and we have

used lots of language around what they would like to eat and how we

could measure the
longest ones. The
dragonflies seen flying
around the pond have
created flashes of colour
for the children to marvel at and to follow. We could never catch them
though! Froglets were returned and we saw 2 larger frogs popping their &
heads above the water.

During Eco Week the
children did some litter
picking and they were not
happy about the amount
of rubbish that people just throw over the fence. They created posters and
had ideas on how they were always going to behave.

We are so lucky to have this amazing resource at Dalmain. All of the
children love visiting our Forest School and very soon we will be filling the
pathways with fresh wood chippings and chopping back some of the
overgrowth to make it even more exciting!

nt
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This term we had our first ever Dalmain Eco Week! We planned this with Ms Sewani in
our Eco Council Meetings.

Every class:

1 Took their learning outside for a lesson which would usually be inside. For example,
as part of Year 506s |l earning about Budc
some meditation in the Wildlife Garden

91 6Switched of fd for an hour so we had a

interactive white board

Went veggie for a week (or tried our best to!)

Took part in a plartbased picnic in the playground, which was lots of fun!

Swapped toys and books in a swap shop

Learnt about the climate crisis in different ways. For example Year 5 made posters to

promote recycling and Year 3 made bug hotels out of plastic bottles to promote

biodiversity

= =4 -4 =2

After Eco Week, we took part in a o6runni
baton throughout the school. The baton was making its way from Ben Nevis to Big Ben
so lots of schools across the country had already taken part. It calls for politicians of all
parties - and leaders in all walks of life to cut emissions, restore nature and help those
most affected by climate change.

| tds been a gr eat 0vhechidrerf have beermse cofmittedt€ o u n ¢
making the schoolmoreecéd r i endl y and we are | ooking
initiatives! Well done to everyone involved.
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Inclusion Team

Our Inclusion Team
Ms Sewanii Assistant Headteacher
Ms WilkinsoriiBehaviour & Safeguarding Leader
Ms RicotdiSENCo

They are always available to offer support to families with any concerns or questipplease
get in touch via the School Office or see them in the playground.

Our final coffee morning this year focused on transitions with
an insightful presentation by Sonia Gannon from Drumbeat After Security there are shops
Outreach Team. Soniads pr es andplacestoeatanddrink
platform to discuss how we can collaboratively support our

children and young people as they navigate changes and ne | My “Ii7xl| 1/ « ﬂ
experiences. | Ny, V—

Tips for supporting children through transitions:

1. Visual aids:using photos of places your child will visit
during the holidays can help them visualize and prepare
for new experiences. Seeing images of the airport, the
holi day destination or a

Countdown calendarcreating a calendar to count down

the days to an upcoming transition can provide a sense ¢ : s
L . . . A big screen with flight

control and anticipation. Marking off days and discussing iso;mation will tell you

what to expect can help your child feel more secure and  where your plane is

excited about the change. parked and when to start
walking to it.

Sensory awarenessb ei ng mi ndf ul of
processing needs is crucial. Changes in environment car
be overwhelming, so incorporating familiar sensory tools,
like their usual pillow case or favourite foods, can help
your child manage transitions more comfortably.

Information screens

| I'have been to the Departure lounge @

=

L Throughout the year our coffee mornings have
= "! aimed to create a space for open dialogue,
support, and shared learning. We have covere
| various topics, from the Zones of Regulation,
| childhood anxiety and 5 point scales. Your
} engagement and participation have been
e invaluable and, we hope, that they have
B provided a supportive network for parents and
8 carers. We are grateful for your insights,
' questions, and the shared commitment to
making Dalmain such an inclusive place.

- Wishing you a wonderful summer holiday and
3 looking forward to next year!
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Receptiomi Pegasus Class

Pegasus Class have had a fun filled time to round off the end of their year in Reception. We have been focusing on books
that reflect the amazing achievements that the children have made and how they have changed during our year together.

6 The Magbhiyc aAngYeeltad Di Ter |l i zzi was all about things that we
could achieve them. This encouraged the children to reflect on how they have changed. It was wonderful to hear pride in

their voices and sheer amazement at all they can do now.

We al so re8dmébedgt S8wgl Bwing&ah w&k. ahe chiddyed were horrified at seeing so much
pollution there is in the ocean. It led to great discussions about what we could do and how we could help our

environment. We recreated scenes so that the children could have hands on experience.

Many of the children tried raw spinach for the first time during Eco Week and they loved it! See if they will have a go at

homeé. We have also been using herbs grown in our own pl
scents. And, we had a swash buckling time singing and da
|l oved acting out the song 6When | was one. 86 We are so pr

Thank you for all of your help and for joining in with all of our ideas to give your children the best experiences and
memories. It has been a special year full of learning , laughter and belonging.

Receptiom Pixie Class

Summer 2 has been a busy and brillazyanyiPip deaedrand Sata OdiveegThen t h
children explored things that had gone wrong for Izaywriting her a letter of encouragemend and then went on to invent

their own gadgets and gizmos to help a creature or a pet, just as Izzy helps the crow in the story.

We al sdheedldgbfandHad such fueis @swasHuckling fashion with a fantastic pirate day! The outfits

were incredible and we even did an entire phonics lesson in our best pirate voiéeARGGHH!! The children walked the

plank with deep water below, created their own hooks and eye patches, drew pictures of terrifying pirates and learnt

about the life on a pirate ship. We have some fierce pirates in Pixie Class!

Pixie Class had an incredible Sports Day where everyone demonstrated excellent team work and had a fantastic time
cheering one another on. The children did so well at ren
a fabulous time too.

Over this term we have been discussing how some children may have some big feelings about the change and transition

to Year One. We gave the children many opportunities to share their feelings through class discussions, circle time and

story time. We had a lovely visit from the Year One children and Pixie Class were able to ask any questions they had about
moving into year one. We have also visited the playground and got to grips with the monkey bars! This was lots of fun.

A huge thanks to all the parents for being so supportive across the ye@rhas been a joy to teach your children. Well
done to all children in Pixie Class; it has been a great end to a fabulous year!
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LAUNCH EVENT

MOMENTS THAT MATTER

Join us for:

Story telling and rhyme time

Low cost and no cost activity ideas

Get advice and support from a range of services
...and more fun activities!

1 August 2024 | 10AM - 2PM

Catford Library, London SE6 4JU

o 2%y
angela.russell@lewisham.gov.uk mm
R

lewisham.gov.uk/moments Lewisham




Page 10 Dalmain School Newsletter

Year 1iDragon Class

Just like that we have finished Yeariwe candt b gr’:
has truly flown by. 1B

This term we started with reading the beautiful sto@ T h e bm% e
Ma g i c,aBtendabout a little boy called Georgie who go

a new bed which took him on magical adventures. We Wrot:m,. F ™ -
our own stories about a piece of furniture that took us on sl
magi cal adventures. We then transfor nhegdgyl nPteoc ka rAcr hci ht

and designed fact files with lots of information about different buildings in London.

In Maths this term we learned about time, thinking about calendars and how these can be useful. Phonics has
been really fun we even had some of our lessons outside, Miss Rochester is so proud of all of us for doing so
well in our Phonics Screening. This term Science has been our favolirite were cooking! We learned about
farmers and growing what we are eating, we planted

and grew cress heads, and made cress and cucumber
sandwiches. We even made a vegetarian pasta dish.

¥ We had an amazing time on our trip to the Planetarium
and joining in with the workKk
Adventure.

We have really loved Year 1 and cannot wait to see what
= adventures we will go on in Year 2! Have a wonderful
summer holiday.

Year lnMermaid Class

We cannot believe that Year 1 is over!

We started this term readindd T h e  Ma ,quistory aBautdadittle boy called Georgie who got a new bed
which took him on magical adventures. We wrote our own stories about a piece of furniture that took us on
magical adventures. We then transformed into Architects and read an amazing bookcaed g gy Pec k
Ar c h iand@esigng&d fact files with lots of information about different buildings in London.

8 In Maths, we learned about time, how to use a calendar and how to
write the date using information from the calendar. Eco Week was
really fun, we got to have our phonics lesson outside, create posters
and build bug hotels in the Wildlife Garden.

Our favourite lesson this term was Science. We grew our own cress
heads and then we made cress and cucumber sandW|ches and ate
them! And we also
achieved amazing results
in our phonics screening
assessments; Miss Gree
and all of our teachers were extremely proud of our results!

We really enjoyed our trip tofs wnd
Adventure was a really fun workshop. 3 : : { >

We have really loved Year 1 and cannot wait to see what
adventures we will go on in Year 2!
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EMPOWERING IV o @ ~ 2l
PARENTS
EMPOWERING [l = > 2%

COMMUNITIES
Lewisham

Being a Parent

The course helps parents learn practical parenting techniques for
everyday life and bring up confident and happy children.
It empowers parents to better understand and manage their children’s
needs and development and as well as their own wellbeing.

The course is free and highly recommended.

Dalmain Primary School: Grove Cl, London SE23 1AS
Thursday, 10:00am-12:00pm starting from 37 of October,2024 for 8 weeks.
Please register your interest with the school office, printed registration forms
are available upon request, otherwise, you may use the QR code below.

*We also offer Parent Group Leader training to parents looking to
upskill themselves and wish to volunteer their time in facilitating the
Being a Parent course to other parents in their local community.

+ Civic Suite, Catford SE6 4RU
Tuesday, 9:30am-14:30pm starting from 24 of September,2024 for 10 weeks

Course and training places are limited per term. It is first come first serve
basis. If in need of childcare to attend, please speak to a member of
staff.

To register, email Ms Sewani via
admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk

For further information, please contact Leila:

Family Information Service

famly _ Email: fis@lewisham.gov.uk
s Telephone: 020 8314 3940

Service
Mobile: 073 9286 2138
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Year 2iPhoenix Class

How is it possible that wedre
wonder ful

time wedve had toget

This term we have been i RosipRevese bo
En gi rbyeAndréga Beaty. We saw how Rosie wanted to be a great
inventor, but she needed to be determined and resilient if she was
going to get her helb-cheesecopter to take off. We also read the boof
Africa, Ambyi Agi Attkeca@hich taught us some amazing
di verse continent on the planetd, according to the
E That book gave us great information about Somallawe | ooked at S
\ wildlife, its landscape and its seasons as part of our Geography, but it also
+ reminded us of all the work we did on animals and their habitats in Science
earlier this year. Also connected to Africa, in Art we have been making baob
trees with Mr Roberts.
Wedve really enjoyed Maths this term,
capacity, temperature and length, as well as brushing up on other Year 2
Mat hs skill s. We d v e N X “f t ch
Computing to make computer programs
featuring dialogue and quizzes.
One of the most fun things this year has been spending time reading with
Frank the Phoenix Bear, and we are looking forward to spending more time
with Frank next year!
In recent weeks, we have been going to more assemblies with the older
children, as we get ready for | if &= 2 i
says we are so ready for Year 3, and we are all excited about being upstairs
and going to a different playgrouig rar
Year 2d Sphinx Class
- | Wow, what an absolutely brilliant Year 2 Sphinx Class have had! Not only
have they been super focused and dedicated to all of their learning, they
. have supported each other with kind words and encouragement all year
™ long.
| To kick off the last half term, we had Sports Day. Sports Day was a full of
& fast competitions, teamwork and fun, fun, fun. We loved competing in our
houses, whilst cheering on everyone
I n Writing, we enrolled i ndbRosi e Re
created our own wacky inventions, blue prints, and an explanation
booklet to match. We have loved designing lots of gizmos & gadgets to help make life a little bit more magical!
In Maths, we have found measuring volume, capacity, temperature and length super interesting. Also, we are
now super confident in demonstrating our Year 2 Mat
computer programs featuring dialogue and quizzes. ——
In Reading, we been learning about all of the interesting countries ir®
Africa from the bookd Af r i ca A mahisihas nkedihr i ¢ [ A
perfectly with our Geography \_‘ ma |
able to | ocate countries on afb\ hi c
Wedre |l ooking forward to movin 3.

go swimming, become even better mathematicians and even more
talented writers. Gooebye Year 2 and hello Year!3
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Your baby & You

Learn how to support your baby'’s early
communication and language through
everyday opportunities and play

Would you like to
e Find out how your baby learns and develops through
practical and fun activities

e Meet other parents

e Receive free resources to take home

Sign up to our FREE four Week course

Wednesday mornings For parents with babies
10am - 11:30am 12 months and under

7t August Catford Library

14 August Opposite Iceland in the
Mews

SE6 4JU

21°* August
28t August

To book a place

sign up using the QR code

or contact Angela Russell

arussell@ncb.org.uk
07432739032 ; 1 o) BaonEn's

/\ BUREAU
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Year 3nGriffin Class

The final term of the school year has been a fantastic one for Griffin Class,
filled with engaging and creative lessons and memorable learning
experiences.

I'n our Writing | essddwo,udwel etananvitith ntkeeeyrs ,rébeadi ng 0
sparked our curiosity about the origins of tea from around the world. In
Maths, we have been exploring different types of lines carrying out lessons
in the outside environment to see what we could find. In Science, we have
been learning about the different
parts of plants, their functions, and
the essential requirements for thei

In History, we delved into the fascinating world of the Indus Valley
Civilization, one of the earliest and most advanced civilizations in ancient
history. To bring the topic to life, we explored the location and
significance Of the Indus Valley along the Indus River. We also analysed
a range of different artefacts and

their uses such as tools, pottery and

seals.

During Eco Week, we created our
own bug hotels and had the opportunity to plant them in the Wildlife
Garden, helping to create homes for local wildlife. Also, as one of our Eco
Week challenges we limited our screen time in class to help reduce energy
consumption. We are always up for a challenge!

Superb work Griffin Class and what a fantastic end to Year 3!

Year 3iMakara Class

As our final term together draws to a close, I'm excited to share the
wonderful learning experiences we've had in Summer 2. In Writing, we
reaCd otud T e aandwarotekreports dbout the magic of tea and
the importance of Fairtrade for tea farmers. The children engaged deeply
with this topic and produced insightful reports.

In Maths, our focus was on statistics and the children enjoyed the
challenge of creating pictograms. It was fantastic to see them rise to the
occasion and tackle these challenges with enthusiasm.

History lessons took us back to the Indus Valley civilisation. The children created travel guides inviting people
to explore this ancient civilisation, showcasing their creativity and knowledge. In Science, we explored friction,
testing how different materials can increase or decrease it. The children loved these haondsexperiments

and learned a lot from them.

Thank you for your continued support throughout the year. It has been a
pleasure teaching your children!

o0l really enjoyed PE because we played tennis and
as a &Maahad

0l |iked making volcanoes in DT Bbecause we got to
Taymour

0l really enjoyed getting closer with my friends a
them t hdiSamyear 6

0l enjoyed dress

g up as a character for Wxardad Bo
u

in
oOLearning about tsunamis in reading was realilJgy fun



