
NewsletterñMarch 2024 
Dear Parents & Carers 

A short but sweet term has come to an end and we are delighted with 

the progress that all children have made. A huge thank you to our 

superb Staff Team for making Dalmain the brilliant place it is! 

And a big thank you to everyone involved in organising, performing and 

attending the Friends of Dalmain Music Night last week. This event is 

enjoyed by all and is such an important date in the schoolõs yearly 

calendar for bringing together the talents of our 

wonderful community. An event enjoyed by all. 

Drum roll please because itõs nearly hereñour 150 year 

anniversary! We are thrilled to be celebrating this 

milestone across Term 5 through a variety of themed 

events and learning opportunities. We canõt wait! 

Wishing everyone 

a wonderful 

holiday and we 

look forward to 

seeing you on 

Monday 15th 

April at 8:45am. 

Best wishes,     

Ms Eisele  

DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Key Dates: Term 5 

All Key Dates can be found on our website under 

ôCurrent Information / Whole School Informationõ 

§ Monday 15th AprilñStart of Term 

§ W/b: 22nd AprilñClubs & instrumental lessons resume 

§ W/b: 13th MayñY6 SATs Week 

§ Friday 3rd May 9:00amñTackling Race Inequality 

Meeting & FoD Coffee Morning 

§ Wednesday 22nd May a.m.ñKS1 Sports Day 

§ Friday 24th May a.m.ñKS2 Sports Day 

§ Friday 24th May 2p.m.ñ150 Year Celebration 

 

 

Dalmain Primary 

School, the oldest school in the local area, will be turning 150 years old on 

13th April 2024! 

Across Term 5, we will be learning about the world in 1874, what it was like to 

be at school during the Victorian era, Dalmain through both World Wars and 

diversity in Lewisham since Dalmain opened its school doors.  

We hope that you will join us for a wonderful celebration event on Friday 

24th May from 2:00pm! 

Dalmainôs 150 Year                
Anniversary 

HOUSE POINTS! 

1st place: Oak Houseñ1069 

2nd place: Hawthorne Houseñ979 

3rd place:  Grove Houseñ877 

4th place: Forest Houseñ872 

 

WELL DONE to everyone! 
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We are extremely lucky to work with Trinity Laban at Dalmain and this term Year 5 

stunned audiences with their breath-taking performances at the Catford       

Broadway Theatre. Based on the book ôFreedom Birdõ, in which an enslaved sister 

and brother are inspired by a majestic bird to escape to freedom, their dance was 

a celebration of strength, hope and freedom. The children worked incredibly hard 

alongside choreographer extraordinaire, Wendy Steatham, and should be beyond 

proud of themselves.  Well done Year 5! 

²ŜƴŘȅΣ ƻǳǊ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻπ

ǊŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΦ            !ƭƛŎƛŀ /ƭŀǊƪŜΦ 



Read ing  Week 
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What a fantastic Reading Week we had,         

celebrating the magic of books & promoting a 

love of reading that lasts a lifetime. 

We kicked off the week by grooving to the 

catchy tunes of MC Grammer's World Book Day 

song. The song reminded us of the joy that 

books bring into our lives, and it got us all      

excited to dive into our favourite stories. After 

listening to the song, we got creative and made 

our own raps about the books that mean the 

most to us. It was so much fun  expressing our 

love for reading through music! 

During our Drop Everything And Read Sessions (D.E.A.R), we grabbed our favourite books, snuggled up with 

blankets, and even invited our furry friends to join us. There's something so special about reading with a warm 

blanket and a cuddly bear by your side.  

Then came World Book 

Day, and it was time to 

let our imaginations run 

wild. We dressed up as 

our favorite book    

characters and brought 

them to life right here 

at school. The hallways 

were filled with wizards, 

princesses,                

superheroes and the odd banana! ñit was like stepping into a   

magical storybook world! We were so impressed with the range of presentations and costumes we saw. Well 

done to all children, It is impressive to see the wide range and genre of reading that takes place across our 

school.  

But the best part of Reading Week 

was getting to share our love for 

books with each other. We had the 

chance to talk about our favourite  

stories and why they mean so much to 

us. Whether it's a thrilling adventure, a 

heartwarming tale, or a laugh-out-loud 

comedy, we all have books that hold a 

special place in our hearts. Sharing these stories with our friends made us realise just how much joy reading 

can bring into our lives. 

In the Reception classes the children listened to the super funny poem called "Chocolate Cake" by Michael 

Rosen. Feeling inspired by this great author the children, baked their very own chocolate cake! 

Even though Reading Week comes has come to an end, let's remember to keep the spirit of reading alive every 

day. Whether we're diving into a new book, sharing stories with friends, or dressing up as our favorite             

characters, let's continue to celebrate the joy of reading together. Here's to a lifetime filled with wonderful 

books and endless adventures! 



Inclusion Team Coffee morning - childhood anxiety 

This term, we hosted a thought-provoking coffee morning centered on childhood anxiety, welcoming Sonia and 

Madelaine from Drumbeat Outreach Team for an enlightening presentation.  

They shed light on the myriad challenges confronting our young people 

today and how these challenges manifest in their behaviours. We delved 

into strategies for nurturing children's mental well-being and fostering  

resilience.  

If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child's mental health 

and would like to explore them further, please don't hesitate to reach out 

to one of our dedicated members of the Inclusion Team. We're here to 

support you and your child every step of the way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drumbeatõs Padlet/Outreach blog 

Drumbeat's new blog space is up and running 

and they want to hear what you have to say. 

Padlet is a new creative space where you can 

safely share your thoughts and experiences 

with other autistic people and their families. 

Each week, they will post a question, headline, 

video that they want your thoughts on. They 

also welcome your contributions so if you have 

anything you think will spark a conversation, let them know and they will get it posted.  

 

You can join the conversation here: https://padlet.com/Drumbeat_Outreach/drumbeat-

outreach-rl12pzjw7bssxjty or by scanning the QR code: 

Let's lead the conversation to make the change!  

I nc lus ion  Team 
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Our Inclusion Team 

Ms SewaniñAssistant Headteacher 

Ms WilkinsonñBehaviour & Safeguarding Leader 

Ms RicoteñSENCo 

They are always available to offer support to families with any concerns or questionsñplease 

get in touch via the School Office or see them in the playground.  

https://padlet.com/Drumbeat_Outreach/drumbeat-outreach-rl12pzjw7bssxjty
https://padlet.com/Drumbeat_Outreach/drumbeat-outreach-rl12pzjw7bssxjty


Deba te  Mate 
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Buoyed by our success in the previous round, our Year 6 Debate Mate teams strode into Oasis Academy 

Ryeland, armed with the debating skills that had brought us through to this phase of the competition.  

This time, we were given prior notice of the motion for 

our first debate: 

òThis House believes everyone should be paid the 

same.ó 

Forewarned is forearmed, and our debaters had 

amassed their facts, figures and debating points. They 

were ready for this debate, and debated with the   

combination of passion and respect we have come to 

expect in this yearõs competition. 

The second debate 

returned to an unseen motion, with pupils asked whether junk food should 

be banned for under 11s. Irrespective of their own opinion, children debate 

in favour or against. Debate were robust, but courteous, and once again an 

emphasis was placed by the Debate Mate organisers on being good         

listeners, as well as persuasive speakers. 

As with the previous round, our debaters saw victory and defeat in their 

matches, but the good news is that we have qualified for the Debate Mate 

Cup, which takes place at the University of Westminster in late April. 

More on that nearer the time, but a huge congratulations to all of the children (and our brilliant student   

mentors) for their dedication and debating skills in helping us reach this stage of the competition! 



Nurser yñUnicorn  C lass 
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It looks like spring has finally sprung! This term in Nursery we have 

been finding out more about how plants and animals grow. We were 

very excited to watch out little beans begin to grow and we observed 

them closely, identifying their roots, shoots, stems and leaves before 

replanting them into pots so they have more space to grow.  

We also collected frogspawn from the pond in the wildlife garden. The children were very sensible and warned 

Ms Miles ð òBe careful! Donõt fall in! Itõs not for swimming!ó We used the internet to find out more about how to 

care for the tadpoles and made sure to fill the tank with rain water, because tap water can make them ill.  

We enjoyed meeting the ducklings in Reception! The children drew some insightful comparisons, noting that 

the ducklings push their way out of the eggs just like the tadpole from the frogspawn, the butterfly from the 

chrysalis and the shoot from the bean. 

What a brilliant term the LAMDA students at Dalmain have had! Students have continued to explore a variety of 

fun childrenõs poetry in class with their LAMDA teacher. Lessons have involved developing a variety of           

performance skills including voice projection, diction and eye contact whilst speaking. More recently, the      

children have been working in depth on how they can use vocal and facial expression to help effectively convey 

the mood of a piece to an audience.  

This half of term also saw many LAMDA students participate in the Bromley Festival of Music and Speech. The 

Festival took place at Farringtons School and involved pupils from Year 1 all the way up to Year 6 performing a 

poem in front of a big audience and some judges. All the children involved did a brilliant job and should be   

super proud of themselves! A special mention must go to Ethan Walden (Year 2) who won a silver medal and 

Elena Lewis (Year 2) who took home a bronze medal! We want to take this opportunity to say a BIG well done 

to everybody who participated. 

We are looking forward to next term where many of 

the students will be working towards their graded 

LAMDA exam and also an exciting summer        

showcase! All students (Years 1-6) have now been       

allocated their exam piece(s) so will be practising 

lots at home over the Easter break! 

LAMDA lessons bring so much joy to the pupils at 

Dalmain and we see their confidence in and out of 

the classroom grow each week. If you are interested 

in your child starting LAMDA classes please contact 

us on info@armstrongspeechanddrama.com. 

LAMDA 

mailto:info@armstrongspeechanddrama.com


Recep t ionñPegasus C lass 
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 Wildly exciting times in Pegasus Class!  

 

We have been learning about how plants grow and our beans and 

seeds have flourished under many little green fingers. The addi-

tion of a Venus fly trap was ôso coolõ according to the children and 

led to learning about wonderful words such as carnivorous! 

Cooking is a highlight of the week and we have made sandwiches 

and had a tea party to link in with the ôTiger Who Came to Tea.õ The children also made a 

tasty salad and tried sprouting lentils, olives and rocket for the first time.  

During Book week we had A Runaway pea and a tiger who was rather mischievous. The 

children were outraged, followed a trail of footprints and left him messages. Dressing up 

and snuggling under blankets with stories was wonderful but the highlight was reading Michael Rosenõs book, 

ôChocolate Cake.õ The children made a large chocolate cake to share and went home with big smiles and    

frosting on their lips. 

Learning about lifecycles and talking about the 

changes in ourselves, the tadpoles and the 

hatching of ducklings has been thrilling and  

inspiring to see. The children are such eager 

scientists and have explored colour changing 

experiments and electricity with circuits. 

 

We have had such a brilliant and fun filled term in Pixie Class!  

We read ôThe Tiny Seedõ and ôThe Extraordinary Gardenerõ 

which allowed us to explore and discuss the life cycle of a 

plant and how to look after the nature that grows around 

us. We also had great fun planting our own seeds and have 

had such joy watching ducklings hatch and observing how they have grown!          

In Maths we have been looking at measurements and how 

tall each of us are in the class. In groups we made our own 

Pixie Class measurement chart and compared the results 

from each group.  

This term we have been lucky enough to have some parents kindly volunteer to 

come into Pixie Class to read wonderful stories in their mother tongue. We had    

stories read in Spanish, French, Vietnamese and Romanian. The children were very 

excited and eager to hear some quite familiar stories read in a different language. 

We were also delighted to welcome Ismaelõs mum who taught the children all about 

Ramadan and Eid. Thanks to all parents and carers for their amazing support and 

engagement this term! 

The highlight of our term so far has got to be Reading Week, which included World Book 

Day. Pixie class enjoyed all the wonderful books we were readingñwe had a tiger on the 

loose in the classroom, a runaway mischievous pea and a fabulous time dressing up as 

our favourite book characters on World Book Day! 

Recep t ionñPix ie  C lass 
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Since the start of this school term, we have been absolutely astounded by the standard of writing 

that our pupils have produced. The following children have been chosen to receive our Dalmain   

Laureate Award for their exceptional progress, use of high-quality vocabulary and application of    

literary skills across the curriculum. We are so impressed to see what they have achieved and are 

looking forward to their writing being displayed in school. 

Look out for these future authors! 

Reception: Leo-Tao & Imogen 

Year 1: Bobby & Alexis 

Year 2: Ilyna & Finlay 

Year 3: Jessie & Joy 

Year 4: Naomi & Lilia 

Year 5: Blossom & Seb 

Year 6: Soadhi & Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

Dalmainôs 150 Year                
Anniversary 

Writing Laureate 
Award 

D a l m a i n  S c h o o l  N e w s l e t t e r 

Dalmain Primary School, the oldest school in the local area, will 

be turning 150 years old on 13th April 2024! 

To celebrate the history of our school, we have booked a series of events 

and workshops across Term 5. Have a peek at the letter we sent on  

Monday 25th March with more information. We really cannot wait! 

One date for our whole school community will be  

Friday 24th May 2024 (2pm-4pm)  
Please make a note in your diaries about this as we would like to 

welcome as many people as possible to celebrate with us that 

day! 



Year  1ñDragon  C lass 
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Can you believe that we are at the end of our second term 

in Year 1?! We have defiantly been super busy this term!  

In Writing, we read a beautiful story called ôJulian is a    

Mermaidõ by Jessica Love Which is a beautiful story about a 

little boy who dreamed of being a mermaid. We created our own sea animal and a really fun parade               

celebrating. We also read ôDinosaurs and All The Rubbish.õ  

In Maths we have been learning about money and we even created our own 

shop in the hall which was lots of fun!  

In Science we grew our own bean stalks 

and we made seed bombs to put into 

the wildlife garden to give the butterflies 

and insects some food.  

In RE we have been learning about the 

church and what key things we will find 

in a church, In History we have learned 

so much about the past and how different it is 

being a child now.  

We have really enjoyed this term and Miss Rochester is super proud of us all and the 

progress we have made. Happy Easter everyone! 

This term in Mermaid 

Class has truly been     

superb! 

In Writing we read the 

book õJulian Is A      

Mermaidõ and wrote a 

poem about a sea   

creature that we would like to be. We also created headdresses and had 

a mini carnival around the classroom. The children really enjoyed making their headdresses and dancing in the 

classroom carnival. We then read ôDinosaurs and All That Rubbishõ and created a poster on keeping the               

environment safe. 

In Maths we have been looking at money. We practiced buying objects and 

counting money. Then we created a big market place ð we even had pocket 

money from Miss Green to buy fruit and veg which was lots of fun! 

In History we looked at the changes that has happened in our lives so far 

and how different the world is now in comparison to the past. In RE we 

learned about the church and what things would find there. 

Science has been very exciting this term! We planted some beans and have 

been keeping bean diary. We also made plant bombs and brought them to 

forest school. Itõs amazing to see how tall the bean sprouts have grown. 

Have a lovely Easter holiday everyone! 

Year  1ñMermaid  C lass 



The Fr iends  o f  Da lma in 
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Eco Fr iends  o f  Da lma in 
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Eco-FoD is planning to do some gardening to help boost the plants we have in the 

playground.  

  

Join us on Sunday, 21st April 2024, from 10:30am to 12:30pm. We'll engage in 

light pruning, feeding, and weeding. Donõt worry if youõre not experienced in     

gardening; we welcome all hands! Please bring gloves and any gardening tools 

you can provide. 

  

If you're bringing children, kindly fill out this online health and safety 

form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSd3RMceOxBjN1k_cZJC06fReTQxQ6lvlUiwJkMS1ZPDZibhxA/viewform 

  

If you're interested in staying updated on gardening activities, please join our 

WhatsApp group: https://chat.whatsapp.com/HXxk3PXwKK50XxZIitNsNB 

  

Additionally, weõre looking to populate a few empty planters. If you have healthy, 

evergreen shrubs or long-flowering perennials to donate, please bring them along 

or drop them off at reception between 15th-19th April. 

  

Hope to see you there, Eco-FoD 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3RMceOxBjN1k_cZJC06fReTQxQ6lvlUiwJkMS1ZPDZibhxA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3RMceOxBjN1k_cZJC06fReTQxQ6lvlUiwJkMS1ZPDZibhxA/viewform
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HXxk3PXwKK50XxZIitNsNB
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We have continued to work towards our 

Earth Pledge this term, in particular our 

pledge to ôdispose of rubbish appropriately, 

including recycling, both indoors and          

outdoorsõ.  

We have now got the appropriate food bin in 

our dining hall so all our food waste at lunch 

times is being disposed of appropriately.  

Did you know that over 7,000 tonnes of food 

waste is produced by Lewisham residents 

every year? This is equivalent to over 550 

double-decker buses. The food waste from 

the bins, like the one we are now using, is 

sent for anaerobic digestion at the East London 

Biogas plant, which turns waste into energy for 

local homes and fertiliser for the agricultural 

sector.  

We have also got two food waste bins in the 

playground ð perfect for the fruit peels and 

cores we have at break times!   

 



CLUBS! 
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Year  2ñPhoen ix  C lass 

This term we have been learning about our amazing city. 

We loved reading ôA Walk in Londonõ, and we learned so many 

facts about our capital city. Did you know that Big Ben is not the 

name of the clock? Itõs actually the name of the bell! Did you 

know that St Paulõs Cathedral was destroyed in the Great Fire of London and had to be re-built? We loved  

learning about London and our walk round the city was amazing! We also walked around Forest Hill and wrote 

our own brochure called ôA Walk In Forest Hillõ. 

In Maths weõve learned about division, shapes and 

fractions. Each thing we learned helped us get ready 

to learn the next thing. Itõs been lots of fun. 

We absolutely loved World Book Day! Whether we 

were dressed up or not, we all spoke about our       

favourite books and characters, and why we enjoy 

them so much. We looked forward to the Drop Everything And Read slots    

every dayñthey were the best! 

Weõve also learned about Lowry in 

Art, we played football in PE (when it 

wasnõt raining!), learned about New 

Delhi in Geography and Easter in RE. 

Next term weõll be learning about the Great Fire of London and 

Dalmainõs 150th anniversary. Awesomeñwe canõt wait! 
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Sphinx Class have really helped to support each otherõs learning 

journeys this half term. As a class, they have consistently shown 

determination and enthusiasm within all their 

learningñwell done to all pupils.  

In Writing we have read two brilliantly written 

and illustrated books called ôA Walk in        

Londonõ and ôGrandadõs Camperõ.  

ôA Walk in Londonõ inspired us to write our own 

walking guides for Forest Hill as well as plan out next school trip, where we will plan our 

very own walking tour to some of Londonõs most famous landmarks!  

In Maths, we have learnt a new operation called     

divide. With the help of our fantastic multiplication 

knowledge, we are now able to divide numbers by 2, 5 and 10 confidently.  

During RE, we discussed the origins of 

Easter and the meaning behind the Holy 

Week. We looked at different ways that 

Christianõs celebrate Easter through    

symbolic actions, giving out Easter eggs 

and the baking of hot cross buns.  

Finally, in Geography weõve been comparing our city of London to New Delhi, 

India using Venn diagrams. To do this effectively, we researched the weather 

conditions, human and physical features and tourist attractions in New Delhi.  

Year  2ñSphinx  C lass 


