[image: image1.png]




Dear Parents/Carers

In September, we started using Unlocking Letters and Sounds as our DfE validated phonics scheme.

All the children in EYFS and Key Stage 1 have made exceptional progress with their knowledge of the letter and sounds, and their skills of blending and segmenting. We are so proud of them!

As we are now over half way through the academic year, we are circulating a quick reminder of phonics and reading expectations at Dalmain.

Reading at Home
Thank you so much for supporting your child’s progress at home by spending time reading together every day. Reading for just 10 minutes a day has a hugely positive impact on the progress children make by developing good reading habits alongside a love of literature. 

Children have a new phonic book and library book, chosen by the child, every week to read at home. The phonics book reinforces the learning that has taken place in school and your child should be able to read 90% of this book independently. 
When your child reads at home please complete the reading record, which will be checked and signed by a school adult daily.
Group Reading
Your child will read with the class teacher or member of support staff at least twice a week in a small group. Where additional support is needed, children will read in a group up to four times a week. 

These sessions target key phonic and comprehension skills, a strategy that has hugely improved learning and accelerated progress. 

We keep a record in school of which books have been read and the progress of all the children during the session so that we can adapt to any emerging needs through this targeted provision.

Individual Reading

Under the Unlocking Letters and Sounds approach, the targeted group reading sessions replace the traditional individual reading model previously used at Dalmain. The Unlocking Letters and Sounds approach equates to significantly more reading time with the class teacher and support staff. Reading sessions for a child have increased from an average of 38 sessions over a school year to 76!
In addition to the at least twice weekly group sessions, children read with their class teacher individually at least once per half term. The teacher will make a note of this session in your child’s individual reading record.
Phonic Assessments
Every half term the children are assessed. Our wonderful children love showing off all their new knowledge with a trusted adult so it is not as scary as it may sound! This information enables us to track progress, identify any gaps in understanding and support the children in their learning journey. 

Thank you again for all the support you give to your children and the school. We can see the progress that all children have made and we are incredibly proud of them!

Best wishes

Mrs Rose
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