DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Newsletter—May 2022
Dear Parents & Carers,
We have ended Term 5 with a fantastic day of Jubilee related celebrations and an
absolutely stunning art exhibition across the school; I very much hope you enjoyed it as
much as I did. What incredible art work the children have all produced and a very big thank
you must go to Mr Roberts for his inspirational teaching and vision in this subject, and for
his team of helpers in getting everything ready for Friday’s exhibition. It has been an event
of particular significance considering that the last open exhibition was just one week before
the first lockdown, when schools and communities had no idea what was about to happen.
After such a tough two years, it has just been the most wonderful thing to have parents,
carers and wider families back in school celebrating the work of our young learners!
And it doesn’t stop there – we still have a lot of events planned for Term 6 and we hope
that as many of you as possible will be able to join us in the coming weeks. See page 2 for
our Key Dates for the rest of the Summer Term.
But of course, none of this could be possible without the relentless dedication, love, care
and commitment of our Dalmain Staff Team. It was ‘Thank A Teacher Day’ this week, and I
am sure you will agree that every member of the staff team in every capacity deserves a huge THANK YOU for what they do every day for our
school community. Our children and community deserve the very best, and we have the most incredible team striving to achieve this as
best as we can, ensuring that the school continues to thrive and develop in all areas. Thank you, Dalmain Staff Team!
Last but not least, the big news is finally in: we are delighted to announce the theme of next year’s class names. The winner of the 2022-23
class name vote is…(drum roll, please)…’Space’! We had a massive turn out on voting day, and based on the buzz around the different
themes, it may not come as a complete surprise that ‘Space’ received a
whopping 53% of the vote, followed by ‘Mountains’ with 17% of the vote.
We are looking forward to hearing your suggestions about individual class
names, so please ask your children to let their School Council
representatives know what they think should be included next year,
including as much diversity as possible.
I hope that you enjoy reading our wonderful newsletter and we wish you a
safe and restful Half Term break. See you all for the start of the Summer
Term 2 on Tuesday 7th June.
Best wishes, Ms Eisele—Headteacher

We have updated our final Key Dates
for the rest of the Summer Term—have
a look on page 2 to see what exciting
events we have planned between now
and the end of term!
General school email: admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Other Contacts
For specific queries, please use the contacts below:
Admissions (including Nursery & Reception intakes), attendance, meal choices, breakfast or after-school
clubs: attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Finance, curriculum clubs, instrumental lessons, trips, medicines or allergies: office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Covid 19 related issues, including reporting a positive case: covid@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
After-school club: please note the after-school club number is 07710 362 100, operating from 3:15 - 6pm. This number should
be used for pick-up arrangements for our after-school club only.

Key Dates—Summer
Term 1 & 2
All dates are also listed on our website.

Summer Term 1
Friday 27th May 3:00-4:00pm: Art Exhibition
Friday 27th May: Queen’s Jubilee Celebration in class & own clothes day
W/b 30th May: Half Term

Summer Term 2
Monday 6th June: Inset Day – school starts Tuesday 7th June
Friday 10th June 9:00am: FoD Coffee Morning
Thursday 16th June 9:15 – 10:45am: New Reception Welcome Open Morning
(parents only)
th
Saturday 18 June: Choir performing at Mountsfield Park
W/b: 20th June: Y4 Naturesbase Trip
th
Weeks of 20 June, 27th June & 4th July: Reception Stay & Play
Thursday 23rd June 5:00pm: LAMDA Showcase
Friday 24th June 9:30am-11:30am: Key Stage 1 Sports Day – King’s Sports
Field
Friday 24th June: Own Clothes Day / Jolly Jar donations for FoD Fair
Friday 1st July 9:30am-12:30pm: Key Stage 2 Sports Day – King’s Sports Field
Saturday 2nd July: Friends of Dalmain Fair
*Early July: Y6 SATs results published – exact date TBC by DfE
Wednesday 6th July 1:30-3:30pm: Music Progress Concert – further information will be circulated to parents & carers before Half Term
Monday 11th July 2:00pm: Y6 End of Year Performance
Tuesday 12th July 6:00pm: Y6 End of Year Performance
Thursday 14th July 3:30-4:30pm: Progress Party in classrooms & collection of
reports – all children, parents & carers invited
th
Thursday 14 July 9:15-11:45am: EYFS Sports Day – in school in classes
Monday 18th July: Meet the new class teacher / transition morning
19th July: Y3 & 4 Disco and 20th July: Y5&6
Thursday 21st July 3:15pm: Last Day of 2021-22 Academic Year – no school
on Friday 22nd July
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Nur ser y—Lakwena Class
Starting the new term with our annual trip to Godstone Farm was exceptionally exciting for the children in Lakwena Class. During the
previous term, we had focused on the topic of growth and change in preparation for this trip. When the day finally arrived and we were
safely on our coach, we entertained ourselves by singing nursery rhymes and sharing jokes all the way to the farm. On our arrival, we
were met by our allocated farmer who showed us to our barn and talked to us about how to keep safe while moving around the farm.
We spent the rest of the day engaging in handling sessions and learning about a wide range of animals. We had a fabulous time, but it
was over all too quickly. Here are some comments from the children:
Ripley: ‘I like the little piglets’
Clodagh: ‘I remember seeing the pigs they were playing in the mud. I saw some mummy
ones as well.’
Raven: ‘There was a black animal that was fat, and it was over a wooden fence. I think it
was a pig. It was the best, I liked it.’
Ilya: ‘I liked the peacock it was yellow and blue and green and red it was beautiful.’
Zion: ‘I liked the feathers on peacocks because they were colourful.’
Another high point from last term was our longitudinal observation of the life cycle of butterflies. Prior to
our Easter break, we observed the transformation from caterpillar to the chrysalis stage; however, the final
stages of the cycle and subsequent release of our butterflies had to be recorded and posted on our
Tapestry webpage for our children to observe. We are thrilled that the children did not miss this wonder of
nature.
Lakwena Class marked St George’s day by re-enacting the story of George and the dragon. The age of chivalry and combat was
dramatically re-created, as the fearless and valiant St Georges battled fierce dragons and rescued frightened princesses. The children
also made their own individual flags, which were used to decorate the castle, donated by Margaret, Abigail’s mum. Thank you,
Margaret, your donation was very well used and came at just the right time.
Towards the end of last term, we
began to prepare the children for
using real tools in our woodwork
area. Miss Thelma guided them
through the safety aspects and
ensured that they wore goggles
and high visibility jackets whilst
working in this area. She also
invited Mr. Mark to demonstrate how to use a hand drill safely and to explain the importance of the maintenance work he undertakes
throughout the school. Thank you Mr. Mark!
We were also thrilled to welcome Dr Bo, who
spoke to us about her job as a liver specialist.
The children had many questions and were
thoroughly engaged throughout the session.
Thank you, Dr Bo, for taking time out to share
your work with us. The children were also
introduced to a range of adults who help us
within our school community. Thank you Mr
Joe, Miss Kay and Viet for being so accommodating to our Nursery children.
We continue to care for our pond creatures by keeping the pond clear of algae, sticks and litter. We are still attempting to attract
smaller birds to our garden, but the pigeons and squirrels appear to be scaring them away. The Nursery children have been
instrumental in maintaining our outdoor spaces by planting, watering, weeding and tidying up daily. It has been an extremely busy term
and we are delighted that the children are continuing to enjoy their learning experience.
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Reception—Gaudi Class
It has been another SPECTACULAR term! We launched the term
with a book called ‘Clean Up’ which was all about a girl named
Rocket who travels to Jamaica to visit her grandparents. While
she is there, she learns how our rubbish impacts the lives of
precious animals and can cause them great harm. Ms Reid
came to visit and told the children all about Jamaica; we learnt
about whales and other endangered animals and during Forest
School we carried out our own litter pick. Gaudi class are such
caring and brilliant helpers!

After that, we read the adventures of Supertato and of course we were visited by none other than THE
EVIL PEA! As you can imagine, we had a busy week keeping up with all of his mischief! He trapped tricky
words in tape, covered our fruit and vegetables in slime and hid other food around the classroom. In the
midst of this madness, we had a special visitor (Coralie’s mother) and we learnt all about healthy food.
She told us how fruit and vegetables can make us stronger, can keep our teeth healthy and can even help
heal cuts and grazes- crucial in Reception class!
We continued our theme of Superheroes with the book ‘Super
Milly’, and Gaudi class had a great time playing superheroes,
discussing all their superpowers and using our Superhero
Headquarters to help save people in emergencies. This got us
thinking about who the real superheroes are in our life- our
parents, carers, police officers, fire fighters, nurses, bus drivers,
bin men…what would
we do without them?
We had a fantastic
visit from our local
firefighters who had
to dash in the middle of their visit as there was a real emergency! It was all very exciting- we followed them out of the classroom and saw the fire engine speed off. We are looking forward
to having them back again so that we can see the fire engine
and learn more about the equipment that they use!

Pirate Week was another great highlight of this term, and it began with a dress up day as the children created and wore costumes in school. We learned how to dress,
speak and behave like pirates, we sang sea shanties, read wild pirate tales, created treasure maps, built
ships and wrote our own book about how to be a pirate. We discussed locational language and had lots of
fun games, hiding pirate treasure and using clues (with prepositions!) to help other children find the
precious loot.
We have had so much fun this term and the children have really begun to make huge
strides with their learning. Gaudi class are very passionate about Maths; they have
learnt a handy rhyme to remember their number bonds to ten and are confident in
counting and reading numbers beyond twenty. They have made incredible structures
such as pirate ships, rockets, buses and castles and have created beautiful tangrams
and patterns. As you can see, there is never a dull moment in Gaudi class!
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Reception—Hadid Class
What a memorable half-term this has been! Our theme was ‘Strength of
Mind’, and the children have challenged themselves to try something new
and to demonstrate growth mindset whilst playing and exploring in the
environment.
As part of our superhero work, the children enjoyed the Supertato stories
and created their own amazing Super vegetables. We discussed real life
superheroes and had a spectacular visit from the local fire brigade. The
children had an opportunity to put questions to the firefighters as well as
…. climbing aboard the pirate ship!
Shiver me timbers! Pirate week was a huge success. From map drawing to
sword-making, the children have immersed themselves in the new theme. The Night Pirates instructed the
children to teach the old pirates how to behave by creating a ‘How to be a Pirate’ guide.
In Maths, children used their pirate treasure to count and practise adding, subtracting and finding one more
and one less. The children have worked super-hard this term and have certainly made some wonderful
memories.
‘The best part of this term was the emergency services visiting us’- Quinn
‘I have liked playing Pirates with my friends and learning letters and numbers’- Hila
‘I liked learning about fire safety from the firefighters’- Zachary
‘I liked playing on the Pirate ship and making a flag’-Ololade
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Ye a r 1 — S h o n i b a r e C l a s s
Shonibare have had an excellent term! We have been working really hard and
our work really reflects this. Everyone is growing in independence and showing
a keen interest in learning, which is lovely to see.
In Maths, we have been focusing
on teen numbers. We looked at
how to construct them using a ‘ten
and a bit’ structure and how to solve addition and subtraction problems
within twenty. Then, we put this into a practical context by measuring objects
in centimeters. We enjoyed using mathematical vocabulary such as longer,
shorter, longest and shortest to describe our findings!
In English, we have read two amazing books- ‘Yeti and the Bird’ by Nadia
Shireen and ‘Stanley’s Stick’ by John Hegley. In our recent unit, Stanley’s
Stick, we used our imaginations to think outside the box about what everyday
objects could become. Cups became telescopes, shells became magical phones and pompoms became guinea pig
sculptures! We wrote stories about our adventures with our objects.
In Science, we have been learning all about plants and their properties. To do this, we have been growing our own bean
plants. We water them frequently and have been measuring them to see how much
they grow. It has been amazing to see the roots grow and then how the bean used
the sun and water to shoot right up! In Geography, we have been learning about our
local area. We have made our own maps of the local area using map symbols, and
even plotted some routes to get to our favourite places.
We can’t wait for next term!

Ye a r 1 — B a s q u i a t C l a s s
This half–term the children have really engaged with their literacy work inspired by two lovely
stories, ‘Yeti and Bird’ by Nadia Shireen and ‘Stanley’s Stick’ by John Hegley. The children had great
fun drawing their own yeti characters and using adjectives to describe them. They also let their
imaginations go when thinking about everyday objects that could become something else. Stanley
had a stick that became a telescope, and we had hairbrushes
becoming magic wands and action figures coming to life! In their
writing, the children showed how well they could apply all that
they have learnt throughout the year, and they are doing this
with increasing independence. It has been lovely to read their
stories and to see the progress they have all made.
In our Maths work we have continued to practise our number
skills, with a focus on counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. We have also
focused on teen numbers and their structure, using this
knowledge to help us to measure beans that we grew. We were
able to record our findings using mathematical language such as
longest, shortest and tallest and writing our measurements in
cm.
In Science, we have learnt all about plants and their properties.
We grew our own bean plants. We watered them frequently and
measured them to see how much they grew. We really enjoyed watching the roots develop and grow
and how the bean shot up, having been watered and received light from the sun.
In Geography, we have continued to develop our map reading skills and have learnt to label maps
and draw symbols for the features of our local area.
We are looking forward eagerly to the next half-term and to continuing the excellent progress we
have made so far this year.
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Ye a r 2 — A l c o r n C l a s s
Alcorn Class have had a fantastic start to the summer! We began the term with a trip
to the Horniman Museum, where we recapped our learning from last term on
Amazing Africa. We then launched into our new topic: the Great Fire of London. We
have examined the causes of the fire, and how London and England changed
afterwards. The children were very proud to take home their informational booklets
describing the changes to London between 1666 and today! We also took a trip to
One Tree Hill this term, visiting local landmarks such as the Bandstand and the Oak
of Honor and spotting iconic London landmarks from the top of the hill. Last but not
least, the children have impressed us with their resilience and independence when completing their SATs during
activity week – well done Alcorn class! Here are some of their highlights:
Logan: ‘I liked when we went to the Horniman Museum and I got to see animals and skulls I
had never seen before.’
Isla D: ‘I liked Art because I got to do different kinds of painting.’
Oliver: ‘I liked going to One Tree Hill because we got to see the Bandstand and the Oak of
Honor.’
Charlotte: ‘I liked Science because we got to see how tall our plants grow.’
Anna: ‘I liked the trip to the Horniman because I
liked looking at toys that children made.’
Ivo: ‘I liked ICT because I liked giving each other funny instructions and
algorithms.’
Nina: ‘I liked indoor PE because I like making up different dance routines.’

Ye a r 2 — Z i m m e r m a n C l a s s
Summer 1 has been a term of exploring for Zimmerman Class! The term started with an exciting trip
to the Horniman Museum to learn about different cultures of Africa. Since then, we have been
learning all about The Great Fire of London in our History lessons. There has been a range of
exciting lessons in this subject including; a ‘Who was to blame?’ lesson, where Zimmerman class
had to defend or accuse Thomas Farriner of being responsible for the Great Fire of London. Well
done to the winners of that debate, who were able to convince us it that it was actually the ‘lazy’
Lord Mayor that was to blame! Our learning in History has been closely linked to our English lessons. We have been
reading a non-fiction text called ‘The Great Fire of London’ and another story called ‘A Walk in London’, which follows a
young girl and her mother going on a walk around London. We were so inspired by the book that
we went on a trip to One Tree Hill and wrote our own narratives when we got back. In Science,
Zimmerman class have been growing plants that we will soon be bringing home with us. We have
learnt a lot about what plants need to survive, so it will be very exciting to look after them when
we take them home!
‘I enjoyed making a gold and silk painting in Art’ –
Amberlie.
‘I really liked making a Great Fire of London information booklet, it was really fun!’ – Audrey.
‘I liked completing my Maths booklet during activity week’ – Freddie B.
‘I enjoyed learning all about the Great Fire of London in History, it was
really exciting to learn about;’ – Freddie F.
‘I enjoyed spending time and playing with my friends again this term’ –
Ramadan.
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Ye a r 3 — B a z a l g e t t e C l a s s
We’ve had a great term of learning in Bazalgette Class! The highlight was our class
assembly, when we told all the children in Years 3 to 6 about the amazing engineer,
Joseph Bazalgette, and how his sewage system saved thousands of lives. We even
sang a song about him, to the tune of ‘London’s Burning’!
In English, we loved reading the book ‘The Heart and the Bottle’, by Oliver Jeffers. It’s a
slightly sad book about how a girl copes when her grandfather passes away. We loved
writing our own stories based on this, which looked at how people cope when
something challenges them. We used our imagination for our stories, which featured
robots, children, cabbages, guinea pigs, illness and even leopards in love.
We have been learning all about the Stone Age in History. We made a timeline that showed just how long the Stone Age was. Look at the
picture below – it shows that the Stone Age was very long indeed! We’ve also been learning about the first ever human drawing, which was
discovered in Lascaux (Lass-co) in France. We drew our own ‘first drawing’ and then wrote a script for a news report, imagining we were there
on the day it was discovered. Then we acted our scripts out. Meanwhile, in Science we’ve learned all about different kinds of rocks, how they
are formed, and how they are weathered and eroded to form soil, which was amazing.
In RE (and sometimes in computing too), we’ve really enjoyed learning about Buddhism, and how Buddhists
believe that life is a combination of happiness and sadness, and that Buddhists seek to follow Buddha’s middle
way to enlightenment. In PSHE we have been talking about the appropriate use of medicines and legal drugs:
always read the label, for example!
We have also been reading poems about all sorts of things – sand, the moon, foxes, fear and a toy dog. We
looked out for poetic features like alliteration and personification, and then we performed the poems in class.
In Maths, we have been learning all about fractions. We made a fractions wall, and thought about how we
answer Maths questions when there are lots of steps involved.
In PE we have had fun learning to play tennis, in Latin we have learned how we use some old Latin words in
English today, while in computing we traveled through a computer-generated version of the Lascaux Caves.
Finally, we have loved painting flowers in Art, using wet-on-wet techniques, dabbing and layering with acrylic and water. We were inspired by the
work of Piet Mondrian. We hope you enjoyed viewing them at the Art exhibition!

Ye a r 3 — Va n G o g h C l a s s
What an amazing term we have had in Van Gogh class and how busy we have been! The highlight of our term
was without a doubt our class assembly in front of all of the children and Ms. Eisele! In honor of Vincent Willem
van Gogh we made our own version of some of his most famous paintings and showed them to everyone!
For Teaching of Reading this term we have been reading selections from ‘New and Collected Poems for
Children’ by Carol Ann Duffy, identifying different poetic features and summarizing the key events in them. Our
favourite poem from the collection was ‘The Moon’.
We have been learning all about the Stone Age in History. We made a timeline on the playground to give us an
idea of how long ago the Stone Age really was. We have been learning all about the first ever drawings in the caves of Lascaux and even produced our
very own versions of cave paintings. We then wrote scripts for news reports about the discovery of the first ever drawing, envisioning that we were
actually there.
In Maths this term, we have been learning all about fractions. We made our own fraction walls and used all of our division knowledge to help us find
fractions of amounts. Our favourite lesson was when we had to work out which table to sit at to get the most chocolate- and then Miss Rochester let us
eat the chocolate!
In Writing, we read a beautiful book called ‘The Heart and the Bottle’, by Oliver Jeffers. Despite this being quite a sad story about a little girl whose
grandfather had disappeared, it was exciting writing our own versions of the story and looking at how people cope with challenges. Miss Rochester was
really proud of our stories.
We have really enjoyed learning all about Buddha and Buddhism in RE. We learned all about
how he became Buddha and why the Four Noble Truths are so important to Buddhists. We
produced amazing double page spreads with all of the information we had learned about him,
and about the Sangha, which is the Buddhist community.
Science this term was all about rocks. We learned about the three different types of rocks, and
how rocks are weathered and eroded to form soil and sediment– and that it’s when dead
organisms are covered by sediment that fossils are formed. In Art we have really enjoyed
painting flowers, inspired by the work of Mondrian. Mr. Roberts was so proud of us!
We hope you enjoyed viewing them at the Art exhibition!
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Ye a r 4 — H e p w o r t h C l a s s
This term we have been reading ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ in Teaching of Reading
and in Writing; so far we have got to Chapter 11. The story is very inspiring because it shows
that sometimes some people can be very nasty, but also that some people can be very nice.
Good always wins! We have been writing summaries of the story, making predictions and using
inference. We also recreated our own versions of Chapter 1, and made our very own Narnia!
We have also read the poem ‘The Jabberwocky’, and we have had to convert nonsense words
into real words. Do you know what an ‘uffish’ thought is?
In Maths, we have been learning about fractions, and to add
and subtract them. We have also been doing lots of other
things to do with fractions, and everyone in the class has
been improving their fractions every single day. We now know
how to convert equivalent fractions and use improper fractions and mixed numbers. We even completed some Tarsia puzzles,
which we found challenging but super fun. It was such a victory when we solved it. We have also been practising our times
tables for the big quiz in June! Every week, we get to practice our speed and keep track of our best score. We just keep getting
better and better!
In Latin, we have been learning about ancient words like magnus and optimus. What do you think they mean? Most Latin words
we have learnt have links to the English we use today. In Music, we have been making our own variants of ‘Going Over the Sea’.
We have also been learning about how to play xylophones. In RE, we have been learning about Islamic celebrations like Eid.
In Science, we have been learning about how living things can be classified into different groups depending on what characteristics they share. So far, we have looked at vertebrates (birds, mammals, fish, reptiles and amphibians), and we have also
learned that there are many types of invertebrates (animals without backbones), including worms, molluscs and insects.
We saved the best for last! We went on a trip to the British Museum. It was a lovely day to go on a trip because
it was nice and bright. We were able to see some Ancient Egyptian artefacts that we had learnt about in the
Autumn Term. Then, we had a workshop that taught us about the Anglo-Saxons. The teacher taught us about
the timeline of when the UK was invaded– although it wasn’t known as the UK then!. We then got to use these
special phones that would teach us even more about
that time period. As we did a lot of learning about this
CONGRATULATIONS!
the previous term, it was great to learn so much more!

Many congratulations to Harris
who achieved an orange belt in
jujitsu recently. Well done for this
super achievement!

By Harris and Lucien

Ye a r 4 — W r e n C l a s s

We have had a very busy half-term in Wren Class! Our favourite part was the trip to the British Museum! We saw many different Egyptian artefacts, including a mummy and a statue from Tutankhamun’s tomb. We also saw different items discovered in the Sutton Hoo burial site; we really enjoyed seeing the
helmet and swords.
In English this term, we have been reading ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ by C.S.Lewis! We re-wrote our own versions of Chapter One and also
wrote character descriptions of Edmund. In Teaching of Reading we have also been reading the book, using our inference skills to discover the different
personalities of the children in the book. We have written about the characters’ feelings and wrote a diary entry as if we were them.
In Maths we have studied adding and subtracting fractions. We also have been doing equivalent fractions. We made our very own top tips for adding
fractions to help anyone else who would like to learn how to solve fraction problems.
In RE we have studied Islam, and we have focused on the Five Pillars of Islam and their meaning. We went on a pilgrimage around the school, like Muslims when they go to Mecca. We also discovered how Muslims feel during Ramadan and what it is like to fast for the month. We also studied the importance of Ramadan and Eid to Muslims, and how the festival of Eid is celebrated.
We have learnt about mountains in Geography! We have discovered how they are formed and the different types of mountains in the world. We were
mountain detectives and identified different mountains across the world.
In Science, we have been looking at how living things are classified into groups according to similar characteristics. Did you know that there are five different groups of vertebrates (animals with backbones)?
This term we have also loved having
philosophy lessons with Mr Whorley. We
have discussed many different situations, and how we would solve problems.
We have listened to the views of all
members of the class and seen if our
points of view have changed over the
lesson.
By Beatrice, Sophie and Shervin
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Ye a r 5 — G u c c i C l a s s
It has been an exciting and busy term for Gucci class. To celebrate the end of the Spring Term, children in our class
prepared an event called Gucci’s Got Talent. We had an opportunity to present our skills, and enjoyed watching dance,
singing, poetry and drawing. It was a true celebration of our talents!
At the beginning of summer term, we participated in a filming workshop in school. People who are experts in their field
shared their knowledge about principles of filming. In small groups, we
created short scenes and recorded them. We learnt some technical
language that film-makers use, used some professional equipment and
presented the outcome to other groups.
In English and History, we have been learning about the Anglo–Saxons. We
have been looking at Anglo-Saxon battles, invasions and their daily lives,
putting it all together to create our own Anglo-Saxon stories. These stories
were based on ‘Beowulf’ (the version by Michael Morpurgo). We also used our knowledge from History
lessons to write our legends in a style of the Anglo- Saxon times!
We published our fantastic writing and presented it in front of our peers. It was almost like becoming a
true bard!
In Maths, we explored fractions. We investigated the meaning of equivalent fractions, added them, subtracted them, and even converted improper
fractions into mixed numbers. If you would like to explore this area of Maths, or you are not sure about the mathematical language that we have used,
please ask us. We have become experts in this field!
Our Science learning has focused on life-cycles. We learned that some insects metamorphose completely (like a
caterpillar becoming a butterfly), but some, like grasshoppers, only have an incomplete metamorphosis: when they
hatch from the egg they are tiny versions of the adult– as they develop they just get bigger and grow wings.
In PSHE we started to record our learning in a Floor Book, which is a real reflection on what we do in class and how we
engage in our learning.
We are looking forward to what the next half-term brings– our last in Year 5!

Ye a r 5 — M i y a z a k i C l a s s
What a great start to the Summer Term we have had in Miyazaki class!
We finished reading ‘Beetle Boy’ this half-term and we thoroughly enjoyed Darkus’s adventure! As
a culminating task, we chose a favourite scene from the book and then we could choose how we
wanted to showcase it. Some people made board games, some wrote poems, some made comics,
some made movie posters, and we even had a few cardboard theatres! In Computing, we have been looking at Computational Thinking Skills. We looked
at the concepts of abstraction, pattern matching, decomposition, and algorithm writing. We also discussed how computers can sort information by
following rules and using a system, and we re-created this on the floor- using tape- to make a ‘super computer’. We then used this to sort numbers and
alphabetize them.
Our Writing and History have been linked this half-term; we have been studying and writing about the Anglo-Saxons. We LOVED the story of Beowulf, as
retold by Michael Morpurgo, and we even wrote our own Beowulf inspired tales! We then published our stories and created our own front covers for our
little books!
In Science, we have been comparing the life cycles of birds, mammals, insects and amphibians. We were
surprised to find out that some plants can reproduce asexually, which means that only one parent plant is
needed! If you have any sprouting onions or potatoes in your vegetable rack, that’s what they’re trying to do.
This half-term we have also been working with Mr Roberts on our cooking skills! We taste tested some spices and
herbs and used them to make our own quesadillas! Yum!
We look forward to seeing what our final term in Year 5 brings!
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Ye a r 6 — E i f fe l C l a s s
We tried to describe this term in just three words and it was impossible: it has been
fun, exciting, chaotic, challenging, packed-full, surprising, rewarding, mind-blowing,
and unique and many more! Since the beginning of the term we have been reading
‘The Invention of Hugo Cabret’; this story taught us about how hard it can be to fend
for yourself and we tried to instill the same hard work and resilience in our own lives.
The first few weeks of term focused on preparing for our SATs exams - we learnt lots
of different mathematical topics such as shape & angles, coordinates, algebra and
statistics. We also enjoyed Cricket in PE and feel we have improved our teamwork
and sportsmanship across the term.
When SATs week finally arrived, there
were a lot of nerves but after the first exam they were gone. We all worked hard and
strived to do our best - it was a fun week and showed us that with hard work comes reward!
Last but not least, our PGL week! This was a well-deserved, fear-defying adventure that
embodied collaboration. Join us on a journey of excitement and thrill, where we got to
abseil, orienteer, trapeze, climb (and much more!) and bond with all our class mates.
We all agree that this experience has changed us for the better. Those of us who stayed
in school also had a brilliant week! We really enjoyed making iMovies and our visit to the
Science Museum where we learnt lots and got to spend time with different class mates.
On our final day of term we are excited to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and
taste lots of delicious cakes in our class British Bake Off! Finally, we are looking forward
to our final term at Dalmain – as Primary School pupils! We can’t wait!

BENJAMIN DEAN VISITS DALMAIN!
On Monday 25th April, author Benjamin Dean visited Dalmain School. We all gathered to hear
about how he became an author and his inspiration behind his novels. We were able to ask
him LOTS of questions and learnt that his favourite author is Malorie Blackman and he didn't
know that she was a Dalmain pupil. He also guided us to create own ideas for stories by
thinking about the characters, plot and setting. Finally, he read the openings to his two books:
The Secret Sunshine Project and Me, My Dad & The End of the Rainbow which had us all
gripped – we wanted to read more!
Jaina: ‘Meeting Benjamin Dean was a great experience. He is a gay author and is very inspiring – writing his first book, Me,
My Dad and the End of the Rainbow, in 2020 during lockdown. I’m enjoying reading his books which feature Pride. He also
told us that he is writing his third novel which will come out soon!’
Lucy: ‘It was a very interesting experience to hear from an author’s perspective how to write a book.’
Soadh: ‘It was great to have experience of a different author from the LGBTQ+ community.’
Ayann: ‘It was a very nice assembly and I enjoyed hearing about Benjamin Dean’s life.’

It has been another great half-term
for Action Tutoring at Dalmain; we
continue to be impressed with the
positive attitude and progress of
our year 5 and 6 children. Well done!
An extra special congratulations for Blake, Esther, Harun,
Jahvid, Kayano, Lewis and Oria for 100% attendance so far!
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Ye a r 6 — G u i g i a r o C l a s s
This term we have had a lot of fun and we have been extremely
busy, in fact it has been one of the best terms in Year 6 -so far!
At the start of the term, some of the members from the Debate
Mate team went to Goldsmiths College to take part in a
competition with other schools. They took part in two debates, and
following these debates the team with the most points competed in
the final. The team enjoyed he trip and thought it was really motivating and inspiring as they were able to develop their skills and
come away with some top tips for debating after they watched several debating teams, including those held by teachers and adults.
Hassan said that watching the final debate was very intense. The
team were also allowed ask floor questions after each debate and
the candidate who asked the most intriguing question could win a Nando’s voucher. Personally, we feel that Harry was robbed of his
Nando’s voucher!
Also at the beginning of the term, we had a TFL transition workshop as part of the junior citizenship
workshop scheme. It taught us how to travel more safely and told us some important rules that we
should follow. For instance, if we are unruly on public transport we will lose our zip cards! We learnt other
important safety lessons too for travelling and how to be a good public transport traveler that is
respectful of other passengers. The session also helped us reflect and consider other important issues
such as not giving into peer pressure and to make sensible choices without being persuaded to do
something that may be cool. Aleef (he delivered the session) was animated and delivered in a manner
which had us gripped and engrossed from the beginning until the end.
In our English lessons, we have been reading Hugo Cabret. We have done lots of writing around the main
character Hugo, including writing in role. We also wrote a film review for the film a trip to the moon by
Georges Méliès, which features in the story. We watched other silent movies and our favourite was
Safety Last! The film didn’t need any dialogue as the main character was incredibly funny.
In our Maths lessons we have carried out lots of different investigations. To help us with
our data handling we carried out our own investigation and then we went to the hall
with the other class and gathered our data. We then put this information into pie
charts. This week, we have been looking at the Royal Institution Primary Maths Magic
Square Masterclass. It has been interesting to learn about the history and origins of
magic squares as we didn’t haven’t learnt about this before. We now know a cool trick
that uses a special formula that can be applied to any magic square!

CONGRATULATIONS!
Many congratulations to Scarlett
and Iden who did amazingly well
in their Grade 3 ballet show. We
are so proud of you!

Finally, SATs week arrived, and it wasn’t as tricky as we thought it would be. In fact, we
thought the week was enjoyable and we all felt very relaxed. We started off with an incredible breakfast, which provided us with a calm
start to the day. Ms Kempster is exceeding in her toast buttering skills! Thank you also to Ms Ince, who helped out every day.
Throughout the week we all worked incredibly hard and tried our best – we are feeling really confident with how we have done. We
would like a big thank you to all the school adults who helped us throughout the week. The pizza party at the end of SATs week was
brilliant. We certainly would have won the Guinness World record for making 10 Dominoes pizzas disappear in record time!
PGL was amazing. We loved the call out songs, especially the repeat after me song! Throughout the week, we tried out lots of new
things and overcame some of our fears, such as climbing to the top of the abseiling tower. However, our favourite part was working in
collaboration with other members of year 6 especially people who we may not have worked with before.
We have formed lots of new friendships.
Mr Clarke’s group, who stayed behind at school had an action packed
week of fun too. They created their own who wants to be a millionaire
quiz and they enjoyed carrying out some independent own research for
their questions. They also used iMovie to make their own film trailers,
there were some very interesting trailer titles such as ‘How to get kicked
out of school part 1’ (how many mischievous scenarios would lead to
being kicked out of school). ‘Murder mystery the case of the missing
teacher’ Ms Rose gave an Oscar worthy performance of a teacher being
murdered!!!
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Art

This term the children have produced stunning work, both independently and working
collaboratively with their peers. We have seen some remarkable examples of drawing,
painting, and sculpture in our art lessons with children successfully applying
challenging techniques to produce beautiful outcomes. Children have excelled
themselves, exploring a wide range of projects ranging from flower sculpture and
collaborative silk fire painting in Art to Mexican street food and designing playgrounds
for farm animals in DT!

In Year 1 pupils have been learning about the flower sculptures of artists Sourabh Gupta, Vladimir Kanevsky and Ana
Tzurev this term. Children started by drawing different interpretations of flowers linked to peace, before exploring
making paper lilies to prepare them to begin working with clay. They have done an incredible job crafting roses, petal
by petal, for their final piece of work, taking great care to wet the petals with clay paste to complete their own flower
sculptures.
The results are truly stunning!

As part of their Great Fire of London topic, Year 2 have been studying historical and abstract paintings of fire,
focusing on a depiction of the Great Fire by an unknown artist. Children recreated the complex swirling patterns of
smoke and fire using charcoal and oil pastel. These designs were then enlarged to create a 2m template on silk,
giving the children the opportunity to paint with silk inks and use guta paste as a barrier. This is an extremely
challenging medium requiring great precision to paint with control.
Alongside this the children have painted a bespoke wooden frame for their collaborative work, using pallet knives
and acrylic to give the frame the resemblance of burnt wood. The results are truly spectacular. Year 2 have excelled
themselves and we look forward to seeing the results hung up in the school.
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Children in Year 3 have been studying the flower
paintings of Piet Mondrian this half-term as part of
their painting focus. The children began by doing
observational drawings of real flowers before learning
various washes and brushwork techniques used by
floral painters. We looked at various tones of colour to
recreate the feel of Mondrian’s paintings to produce
vivid, beautiful flowers!
Year 4 have been learning about fictional foods from
famous literature in DT and discovering some new
flavours from around the world. This has included
making mocktails with links to ‘The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe’! Year 4 have also been learning to draw different
representations of figures to contribute to a KS2 collaborative painting which
will be exhibited at the Horniman Museum next term
as part of a ‘Peace’ themed exhibition.
Children in Year 5 started the term learning about
Mexican street food as part of their DT topic. The
children made their own salsa, using fresh
ingredients based on prior learning about herbs and
spices used in Mexican food, and filled quesadillas
with salsa, slow roasted peppers and cheese. Both
teachers and students agreed they were delicious!
This term in Year 6 children have been learning
about livestock and poultry, researching their
behaviour and facts about the animals. They
investigated animal welfare standards and
information, thinking about how their living conditions can be improved whilst
living on farms. Using their new-found knowledge, children used their technical
drawing skills to design playgrounds and
facilities for cows, hens and pigs that would
stimulate them and support their wellbeing.
Along with other year groups in KS2, the
children have also been studying different
representations of figures to add to our
collaborative artwork: they have been
painting and distressing using pallet knives
and pearlescent paint.
Drawing Club have also been working hard
on getting our Horniman Museum exhibit
ready, helping with the painting and drawing
representations of people based on the work
of famous artists and illustrators.
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Writing Laureate
Award
Since the start of this school term, we have been absolutely astounded by the standard of writing
that our pupils have produced. The following children have been chosen to receive our Dalmain
Laureate Award for their exceptional progress, use of high-quality vocabulary and application of
literary skills across the curriculum. Unfortunately we can’t invite parents and carers in to see their
work, but the children are incredibly proud it, and rightly so. We are so impressed to see what they
have achieved! Look out for these future authors!

Reception: Lockie & Caspar
Year 1: Joy & Teyah
Year 2: Joanie & Elise
Year 3: Mahlik & Charley
Year 4: Imaan & Lucas
Year 5: Orla &Leila Rose
Year 6: Niyah & Tora
CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE!

Te r m D a t e s
Term

First Day

Last Day

Half Term

Monday 30th May

Monday 6th June

Summer Term 2

Tuesday 7th June

Thursday 21st July

Summer Holidays

Monday 25th July

Friday 2nd September

Autumn Term 1

Monday 5th September

Friday 21st October

Half Term

Monday 24th October

Friday 28th October

Autumn Term 2

Monday 31st October

Thursday 15th December

Christmas Holidays

Friday 16th December

Tuesday 3rd January

Spring Term 1

Wednesday 4th January

Friday 10th February
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Spor ts at Dalmain
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Clubs at Dalmain

This term, all our pupils
have been working super
hard preparing for the
LAMDA Showcase! This
informal showing will give
our pupils the opportunity
to demonstrate to parents
and carers all the skills
they have acquired across
the course of the year. Our
Reception pupils will be
performing a group poem
and our Year 1-6 pupils will
be performing their
individual poems. This will
be excellent practice for
everyone that will be taking their LAMDA exam in July. The
experience should give the pupils a boost of confidence and we
wish everyone involved the best of luck!
Keep an eye out for pictures from the Showcase and for updates
on the pupils LAMDA results which will be available next term.
We are delighted to announce that lessons will be continuing at
Dalmain Primary School in the next academic year. If you would be
interested in your child being involved in lessons please contact us
at info@armstrongspeechanddrama.com for more information and
a booking form.

T h e Fr i e n d s o f D a l m a i n

T h e Fr i e n d s o f D a l m a i n

Climate Adaptation Retrofit

Our Next Eco Project —Utilising
R a i n Wa t e r

Climate Adaptation Retrofit

Our Next Eco Project —Utilising
R a i n Wa t e r ( c o n t i n u e d )

Clubs at Dalmain
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One year of an exceptional club!
What a fantastic year it has been for our first ever Debate Club at Dalmain!
Our Year 6 children have taken part in two debating competitions, and our
Year 5 children have taken part in two Debate Mate Deloitte Futures Month
2022 sessions.
We are so proud of the progress all of our children have made, particularly the confidence they have
gained.
It is no mean feat to be able to stand up in front of an audience and debate so eloquently, often
having to think on the spot and quickly articulate ideas and responses. I am sure that you will not be
surprised to hear that our children have done exceptionally well in debating competitions.
Over two rounds in the Urban Debate League, Dalmain came 6th out of 36 schools in the London
core group and 13th out of 62 schools nationally, missing out on a place in the national finals by one
point!
What a fantastic achievement from our Year 6 children – huge congratulations to all involved!
Whilst attending the Debate Mate Cup competition at Goldsmiths University, Dalmain Primary was
presented with a very special award - the ‘Best Overall Attendance’ award for our sessions in school.
We had nearly 100% attendance, evidence that it really is the best club on offer at Dalmain!

O f f i c e Te a m

Reporting Medical Absences— email office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
If your child has an allergy or medical need, please ensure you update the School Office as soon as possible
by emailing office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk This will ensure that the school holds the correct information
and follows the required procedures for your child.
If your child cannot attend school, will arrive late or needs to be collected early due to a medical
appointment, you will need to provide proof of the appointment. This can be a letter, appointment card or a
screenshot of the text message. If medical evidence is not provided, their absence will not be authorised. We
do ask that medical appointments are planned outside of school hours whenever possible, so that your child
does not miss out on their learning.

Payment Reminder for School Residential Trips
For the upcoming residential trips, please make payments in full by the below:
Year 4 Naturesbase—27 / 05 / 2022
Year 6 Kingswood—04 / 07 / 2022

Self-isolation - Positive Results
If your child tests positive for COVID-19 we advise that they self-isolate for 5 days. If they have had two consecutive negative lateral flow tests on the 5th and 6th day with no high temperature they can return to school
on the 6th day. Test must be taken at least 24 hours apart. If your child remains positive on day 5, then a negative test would be done on both day 6 and day 7 to release from self-isolation, or positive on day 6, then a
negative test is required on days 7 and 8, and so on until the end of day 10.

Thank you to all parents and carers for your support every day!

July 2021
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Attendance
Your child’s attendance at school every
day is vital for their progress and
attainment, both academically and
socially. Poor attendance can affect
children’s ability to make and keep
friendships, which is a vital part of
growing up, and of course we don’t
want any child falling behind
academically at this crucial time in their
educational careers.
We have high aspirations for every
child, and we are committed to enabling
all of our pupils to achieve and sustain
the highest level of attendance,
believing that every lesson counts. We
encourage good attendance for these
reasons and to fulfill our statutory
safeguarding responsibilities.
90% Threshold for Absences
We work directly with families to support
good attendance and punctuality. When
a child has 20 or more days off school
during the year, their attendance will
be 90% or below.
Attendance Letters
If your child’s attendance falls to 90% or
below, you will receive a letter regarding
this. If your child’s attendance does not
improve in four weeks you will receive
another letter, and if your child’s
attendance still fails to improve then you
will be invited into the school for an
attendance panel meeting.
Sessions Missed
Each ‘session’ equates to half a day; if your child has missed 10 sessions for example, this means that
they have missed 5 days of school.
Covid Absences—DfE changes since September 2021
Unfortunately, because of changes to DfE guidelines made at the start of the year, if your child is off
school with Covid this will now affect your child’s attendance record.
How to Contact Us
When your child is off school, please confirm this in writing via email. You will be asked to provide proof
of any appointments your child may have to the School Office either in person, so that the school can
retain a photocopy, or you can attach any relevant documents via email.
Please email attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk by 9:00am (when registers close) if your child is
not going to be in school, indicating the specific reason for their absence
Alternatively you can report absence via ParentMail under Absences.
Thank You For Your Support
We know that you, as your child’s parent/carer, want your child to get on well in life. Children only get
one chance at school, and your child’s chances of a successful future may be affected by not attending
school every day on time, and we thank you in advance for your support with this matter.
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I n c l u s i o n Te a m

For other support you may need over the Half Term, we have a list of agencies and their contact
details on our website under Home / Parents & Carers / Safeguarding & Wellbeing

CLUBS & MUSIC
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All instrumental
lessons & clubs will
run on the weeks
beginning:
Monday 6 June
Monday 13 June
Monday 20 June
Monday 27 June
Monday 4 July

These dates can be also be
found on the school website.

Grove Close, Brockley Rise,
London SE23 1AS

Dalmain
School

Phone: 020 8699 2675
Email: admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Twitter: @dalmainschool
www.dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk

