DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Newsletter—February 2022
Dear Parents & Carers,
What an absolutely wonderful term it has been at Dalmain and, we can honestly say, the first term
in a long time where it has felt more ‘normal’. We have packed in so many exciting events which
both children and adults have loved – from the exotic animals of Spirit of the Wild and our Writing
Week workshops to trips out of school— as
Fundraising for the World Wildlife Fund!
well as becoming Lewisham’s first school to
switch off part of the gas boiler system
By Nina Bennett, Van Gogh Class
following the extensive retrofit works we
We hosted a bake sale on Sunday 16th
have had done. Look inside this term’s
February to raise money for the WWF
exciting newsletter for further details and
pictures of everything we have had going on! charity, all about endangered animals.
We started the term with brilliant news –
after months of delays, the Pen was finally
resurfaced and how exciting it was to get out
there for the first time! The Pen has always
been such an important and valued resource for our school and, with our new
surface, we can now play a range of team sports with the correct markings and
of course it softens any landing if there is a slip. We would not have been able to
install this new surface without the immense fundraising efforts of the whole
community and for this we are extremely grateful – thank you to all who got
involved last summer; we look forward to utilising this facility for many years to
come.
It was lovely to have our first post lockdown Coffee Morning on Friday 11th
February and we are looking forward to being able to invite parents and carers
into school more often as the year progresses. For two long years we have been
restricted as to the activities we have been able to host, and we really have felt
this absence as a school community. However, now is the time to reinstate more
‘normal’ activities and we cannot wait to have more open events in the future.
We have a lot planned and will communicate this as the year progresses,
starting with our Writing Exhibition on Friday 25th February in the playground
from 3:00pm (weather permitting), when every child will have their work
displayed for all to see. All parents, carers, grandparents, aunts, uncles,
neighbours, friends and families are invited and we look forward to celebrating
our children’s amazing achievements in writing!
Please enjoy reading our wonderful newsletter, and we wish you a safe and
restful half-term break. We look forward to seeing you all on Monday 21st
February for the start of Term 4.

Narwhals, Lynxes and Shetland ponies are all
endangered species and I do like them very
much, not to mention elephants.
It was my idea and I asked all the children
on our road if they would do some baking.
My friends Jasper and Leo did, and Robin’s
friend Penny and her older brother Billy
made banana muffins. All our bakes were
enormously popular and altogether we
raised £120!
I do hope you know how much this means
to my family and other people.

Well done to our Dalmain pupils for this
excellent idea—we are very proud of you!

Kind regards, Ms Eisele—Headteacher

General school email: admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Other Contacts
For specific queries, please use the contacts below:
Admissions (including Nursery & Reception intakes), attendance, meal choices, breakfast or after-school
clubs: attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Finance, curriculum clubs, instrumental lessons, trips, medicines or allergies: office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Covid 19 related issues, including reporting a positive case: covid@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
After-school club: please note the after-school club number is 07710 362 100, operating from 3:15 - 6pm. This
number should be used for pick-up arrangements for our after-school club only.

Writing Week – Change Sings at Dalmain
“The best thing about Writing Week was the workshops and Moon Lane Books.”
“The best thing about Writing Week was learning all about Amanda Gorman.”
“The best thing about Writing Week is getting inspired… I love writing!”

After 5 days, 15 poetry workshops, 8 storytelling visits to Moon Lane Books, dozens of lessons, hundreds of
verses, thousands of lines of poetry and tens of thousands of carefully-chosen words, we are coming to the end of
our Writing Week, ‘Change Sings at Dalmain’, inspired by the poetry of Amanda Gorman.
We are incredibly proud of the children’s writing. Our children are always engaged, and are challenged and
inspired to produce work that is beautifully presented and full of the sense of wonder and joy that only a child’s
writing can bring. We chose the book ‘Change Sings’ as we felt it was right for the times we live in – after two
years of lockdowns and the difficulties we have all faced, we wanted something optimistic, positive, colourful and
inspirational.
From Nursery up to Year 6, children have been producing poems inspired by the theme of change as we seek to
develop their belief that they are powerful and can change the world they live in. As children progress through the
school, so they are able to express their poetry in more advanced ways. In Early Years, children learn lines of
poetry, use their developing writing skills to present them, and then perform them loudly and proudly, using their
verbal presentation skills. By Year 6, children will be expressing themselves through their writing, using figurative
language to present the kind of change they seek in themselves, their lives, their school, their community, their
world.
All of this work has been supported by Miss Jackson’s music lessons, in which children have learned to sing the
song ‘Change Sings’, a song set to the words of the book written by a teacher in the USA. We have also made sure
that Art lessons allow children to produce their own ‘Change Sings’
artwork, and we have even seen Maths and Science lessons
repurposed to focus on the theme of change.
The result of all this hard
work will be revealed to
parents, carers and other
guests on the Friday after half
term – after school on Friday
25th February. The children
have written their poems this
week, and by Friday 25th they
will look and sound amazing.
We look forward to
welcoming you!

First School In Lewisham to Switch Off
Part of Our Gas Boiler!
The mayor of Lewisham himself, Damien Egan, and his
entourage were coming to Dalmain and we were all super
excited. Not only did we feel like we were meeting royalty but
we had a great opportunity to show off our school and the
retrofit building works that have been taking place.
Whenever we have visitors in school, we take the opportunity
to show off our amazing art work and this day was no
different! We took our mayor and other councillors to the top
hall and Art room to show them the art work produced by
every year group. They were all so impressed!
Then it was time for the main event … the shutting down of
the dirty old school boiler!
We all went down to the boiler room and Elizabeth had the
important job of turning off the power to the boiler. It was an
incredibly exciting moment to know that our old boiler is no longer contributing to CO2 emissions
and that our new air source heat pump is now in charge of heating our building.
We are really proud to be part of a school that is making such a big difference to our environment.
Harry, Niyah, Patrick & Elizabeth

Stop the Press!

Primary school pupils celebrate switch to
greener heating system
Celebrations were to be had all around at Dalmain
Primary School as excited year 6 pupils joined the
Mayor of Lewisham, Damien Egan and other
cabinet members to switch off one of the school’s
gas boilers and champion its transition towards a
greener heating system.
Mayor Damien Egan, Cllr Patrick Codd, Cabinet
Member for Environment and Transport and Cllr
Chris Barnham, Cabinet Member for Children’s
Services and Schools Performance, joined pupils
and teachers from Dalmain to mark a key step in its
journey to net zero emissions.
The school building where the boiler was switched
off is one of the first Council buildings to be taken
off gas heating. After the half-term holidays,
Dalmain will be using a newly-installed air source
heat pump, which uses heat from the air to generate heating and hot water, as part of the Council’s work to reach net zero
emissions by 2030.
The Mayor and Councillors were also treated to a walk
around the school’s Climate Emergency art exhibition by the
pupils, who have created impactful paintings, sculptures
and drawings that highlight the urgent need to take action
against climate change and what people can do to help,
including using less electricity and protecting local green
spaces.
Elizabeth, Year 6, said: ‘It’s really good our school is trying to
help our environment. Climate change has had a huge
impact on our planet.’
Harry, Year 6, said: ‘I think the work being done to the
school is beneficial to our school and the environment.’
The pupils also enjoyed visiting the nearby Brockley Rise
Adult Learning Centre where works are being completed on a ground source heat pump, which will use heat stored in the ground to
power the building’s heating and hot water. Brockley Rise is one of three adult learning centres in Lewisham undergoing ecoimprovements over the next few months.
The children were encouraged to ask questions about how the pump
works and why it’s important in terms of climate change: Cllr Codd,
Robert Swift, the site manager working on the pump’s installation,
Eduard Lloret and Jason Stoyel, Energy Engineer and Business
Development Manager respectively at the renewable energy company
that is delivering the works on behalf of the Council, Ameresco, were able
to supply the answers.
These improvements are part of the Council’s work to deliver on the
commitments set out in its Climate Emergency Action Plan, which was
recently recognised as one of the best performing Climate Plans in the
country by Climate Emergency UK.

Stop the Press!

Primary school pupils celebrate switch to
greener heating system
Damien Egan, Mayor of Lewisham, said: “Well done
to everyone at Dalmain Primary School for all the
work you are doing to move towards using clean and
green energy. It is good to see first-hand the inspiring
work that the children and teachers have been doing
to explore the impact of the climate crisis, and why
we need to take urgent action against it.
“Today we have also seen the progress that’s been
happening with the ground source heat pump’s
installation at Brockley Rise adult learning centre one of three centres we’re making greener, as part of
the Council’s commitment to have net zero carbon
emissions by 2030.
Cllr Patrick Codd, Cabinet Member for Environment and Transport, said: “It was wonderful to be at Dalmain
Primary School to celebrate their switch to a cleaner and greener heating system.
“Buildings make up a huge amount of the borough’s carbon emissions if they’re relying on gas for heating
and hot water, which is why we’re working with schools, adult learning centres and other buildings to
introduce greener forms of energy, as part of our commitment to reaching net zero emissions by 2030 - 20
years earlier than central government.
“We continue to be inspired by local children and young people’s passion for protecting the environment
and we will keep working with our schools and communities on our journey to net zero emissions.”
Erika Eisele, Headteacher,
Dalmain Primary School, said: “Our
staff and pupils have been working
tirelessly with the Council and
other partners to create a greener
Lewisham, and it was wonderful to
join pupils, teachers, the Mayor
and Cllr Codd to mark another
step in our borough’s fight against
climate change.
“This switch away from gas
heating goes hand-in-hand with
other climate projects we’ve been
working on, including our climate
emergency art exhibition, which
uses recycled materials to
communicate the importance of
caring for the planet.”
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Nur ser y—Lakwena Class
Christmas in January?
We made up for the disappointment of having to cancel our annual
Christmas party by celebrating in fine style during the first week of
term. A great time was had by all as we danced and ate our way
through the day, and when the day finally ended we were very tired but blissfully happy.
With Christmas out of the way, we started the term with a bang as we blasted off into space,
exploring the solar system and learning some interesting facts about the universe. Here are just
some of the questions that the children asked during our discussions. Robin: ‘Why is the sun not
a planet?’ Zion: ‘Is there gravity in space?’ I am thrilled with the high levels of engagement and
the enthusiasm displayed by the children. The Solar System song is our most requested during
our carpet sessions and the children continue to enjoy dressing up and engaging in role play in our space station.
The children have been introduced to
Forest School through several taster
sessions over the past weeks. They have
now learnt the routine and are aware of the
safety procedures when we are outside the
school gates. Our first official session was a
great success, so please ask your children
about their experiences.
We have also been out and about in our Nursery garden, observing the seasonal
changes and caring for our plants The recent frosts have been a valuable resource
for the learning of the children as they looked at the patterns of the frost on
different surfaces and felt the differences in texture on a range of surfaces.

Other exciting activities we have been enjoying include the Chinese restaurant, a very popular role play area, and Raven
came up with the idea of using recycled tubes to create a game of crazy golf. It has been a busy and exciting term and we
are continuing to enjoy our learning journey.
The highlight of our term, however, was undoubtedly our participation in the handling session led by Spirit of the Wild
team. We saw and handled creatures that the children would have heard about but not experienced. Well done Lakwena
Class, for following instructions and listening very carefully during our session!
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Reception—Gaudi Class
Gaudi class have made enormous progress this term and have a lot to be proud of! At the start of the term
we read the book ‘Little Red’, and in the middle classroom we had our own inn, just like in the book! We
weaved baskets, designed waterproof coats, tasted Grandma’s favourite ginger beer and even made our
own healthy and delicious ‘Berry Blitz Smoothie’! We read many other classic tales with gingerbread men
and princesses, heroes and villains!
‘We enjoy playing superheroes with my friends - ’ Uria, Harley & Caiden
‘I enjoyed making bridges for the three Billy Goats’ - Jack
‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ was another great hit in our class this
term. They designed detailed wanted posters for the troll and
warning signs for the goats. The children also relished the
opportunity to retell the tale in front of the class using a story map.
In Maths, Gaudi class have continued their excellent number work,
applied their measuring skills and explored all sorts of patterns.
This term we started having weekly PE lessons and during this time we do lots of stretching, games and
relay races. We have also kept active in the classroom, dancing our fingers in our dough disco each
afternoon! No wonder we are exhausted at the end of the day!
‘I enjoyed playing animals with my friends’ – Nedaviah
We had a wonderful time learning about the Lunar New Year- we read lots of stories to help us understand the traditions of this
celebration and the children were particularly interested in ‘The Great Race’. Even a few days after reading the story, the children could
remember the order in which the animals finished the race. In first place was the clever rat followed by the kind ox and the strong
tiger… ‘Spirit of the Wild’ also came to visit during this time, so it was even more exciting to see some of these animals up close! What a
treat!
It has also been a pleasure to speak to all the parents and carers this term about the progress each child has made. Thank you so
much for your continued support - we can’t wait to see what next term brings!

Reception—Hadid Class
Although it has been a short term, Hadid class have certainly been very busy and full of joy and enthusiasm for their
learning! In Literacy, we have focused on Traditional Tales, including ‘Little Red’ and ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ as well as
‘The Magic Paintbrush’. We have retold the stories using story maps, and puppets, made our very own berry juice and have
explored ‘good’ and ‘bad’ characters in stories.
The children even used their own ‘magic paintbrush’ to help
people in need, providing food and other necessities. This led
to discussions about how we can help other people.
Lunar New Year provided much excitement when we learnt
about where and how people celebrate this around the world
using maps and artefacts. We read and retold the story of the
‘Great Race’, practised writing Chinese characters and made our own lanterns. The
children also discussed the importance of red in the festival and made red envelopes to
give to each other to show kindness. As money is traditionally given, we decided to make
our own coins using coin rubbings. In Maths, the children identified and ordered coins as
well as learning how to add money.
Our weekly
indoor PE session has allowed the children to develop their confidence in
movement by practising their jumping and sliding, moving over and under
apparatus as well as focusing on balance and shape.
‘Sprit of the Wild’ certainly lifted all of our spirits when the children had an
opportunity to hold some unusual animals. They were very careful and
gentle.
A big thank you to all parents, carers and children who have helped to make
this such a successful half-term. We look forward to seeing you at the start
of next term on Monday 21st February.
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Ye a r 1 — S h o n i b a r e C l a s s
Shonibare Class have had a busy term, full of creativity, discovery and laughter. The children
have been transitioning to a more formal school day, and we are so proud of how they have
settled into the term. They are making such amazing progress in their learning and are so
inquisitive about the world around them.
In English, we had an unexpected visitor in our classroom…
there was a hand print on the door, and a footprint on the
floor. We used our detective skills and decided it must
belong to some sort of beast! We knew we had to do
something, so we all wrote ‘WANTED’ posters for this beast, based on eye witness accounts from
some members of staff at the school. We read the story ‘Billy and the Beast’ and discovered that the
Beast may have wanted to make some disgusting soup from things he found in school, just like the
Beast in the story! We wrote our own stories based on the book, with new characters.
In Maths, we have been learning about addition. We have been using pictures, number lines, and
objects to count accurately. We have been writing stories about
addition; here is an example: ‘First, there were two giraffes drinking
water from a stream. Then, two giraffes joined them. Now, there are
four giraffes at the stream.’ Ask us to tell you one!
In RE, we have been looking at the concept of ‘Belonging’. We began
by sharing objects and pictures of something we belong to, such as
family, hobby groups or religions. Then, we looked at how children
are welcomed into different religions. In Science, we made floating
rafts. We had to consider which materials would be the best to use,
and how to construct the rafts. It was so much fun! In Geography, we
have been focusing on our local area and the physical and human
features around us. We went on a local walk and will be going on a
trip to Garthorne Nature Reserve on the last day of term.

Ye a r 1 — B a s q u i a t C l a s s
This half term, the children have really enjoyed our Science lessons, where we explored different types of building
materials and discussed why certain materials are used in construction. We also designed and made a raft using
plastic bottles, wood, cardboard, material, string and tape. The children loved testing out their creations in the water
tray to see which one floated the best! In literacy we enjoyed the stories ‘Iggy Peck, Architect’ by Andrea Beaty and
‘Billy and the Beast’ by Nadia Shireen. The children produced some fantastic pieces of writing, completing a Tour of
London leaflet inspired by Iggy and their own story inspired by Billy’s adventures!

In maths we have explored 2D and 3D shapes in the environment and learnt to name them, describe their
properties and identify these shapes in everyday objects. We have also used different strategies to solve addition
number problems. In our weekly Forest School sessions we have been inspired by the Story ‘Stanley’s Stick’ written
by John Hegley, in which Stanley uses his imagination to explore what his ‘fantastick’ might be. The children made
stick wands, fishing rods, pretend fires and dens in our wildlife garden. In Geography, we have been investigating
our local area and identifying human features and physical features as well as learning to use maps and symbols.
Finally, we all absolutely loved the visit from the ‘Spirit of the Wild’ team. We were able to meet some amazing
creatures up close and even touch and hold them. Some of us were braver than others!
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Ye a r 2 — A l c o r n C l a s s
It has been a great start to the year for Alcorn Class. The children enjoyed
finding strange signs around the school as a jump into our first book, 'The Bear
Under the Stairs'. They wrote their own informational texts about bears, which
tied in nicely with our work in Science, learning about different habitats and
what animals need to survive in
them. They have also been
exploring poetry with 'If All the
World Were...' and writing some very impressive similes and
metaphors! In Maths, the children have become multiplication experts
and have continued to impress us with their mathematical knowledge
of arrays, factors and products. Geography has been a hit this term as
we have been comparing the human and physical geography of Nuuk,
Greenland with London, and the children are looking forward to
building their own Greenlandic city after creating some impressive cityscape drawings with Mr Roberts. Here are
some of their highlights:
“I have enjoyed Teaching of Reading and reading the book ‘Rabbit and
Bear’.—Isla J
“I have enjoyed English and editing my work to improve it”.—Celia
“I have really enjoyed Art because I have learnt new skills and
techniques”.—Zachary
“Maths is great. I have learnt to solve multiplication and division
problems”.—Marcus
P.E has been my favourite lesson because I have enjoyed playing lots
of different games.—Charlotte

Ye a r 2 — Z i m m e r m a n C l a s s
Zimmerman Class have had a really exciting start to 2022! In
English, we have read two really interesting texts; ‘The Bear
Under the Stairs’ and ‘If All the World Were…’. As our Big
Write, we produced some lovely poems about staying happy
and dealing with sadness.
In Maths, we have
introduced the multiplication and division symbols
and we have been practicing our 2, 5 and 10 times tables every
afternoon. In Phonics, we have been exploring alternative spellings
of different sounds. This has really improved our spelling. In
Science, we have been learning about living things and their habitats. We have been going to the
wildlife garden and discovering the different animals that live there. In Geography, we have been
comparing Greenland to London. We have realised that
Greenland is very very cold!
“I loved learning about Greenland. It is super cold” – Ariana
“In Art, I liked creating collages of different houses” – Oscar
“In Handwriting, I enjoyed writing words with joined letters” – Ivy
“I loved writing our own poems in English” – Eddie
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Ye a r 3 — B a z a l g e t t e C l a s s
What a start to 2022 and what a fabulous term in Bazalgette class!
One highlight this term has been our sculpture work. We were inspired by
the work of famous sculptors Tony Cragg and Yayoi Kusama to create
imaginative sculptures of our own. We are now painting them in bright
colours and polka dots and we are really excited about making something
that looks so amazing.
We also loved meeting an owl, a parrot, some bugs, a tarantula, a snake
and a slightly whiffy meerkat in the hall one day. That might sound strange,
but we were visited by the ‘Spirit of the Wild’, who allowed us to hold and stroke their amazing animals.
We have also been reading a spledifulous, greatumbulous, spectacufull book – ‘The BFG’ by Roald Dahl. We
absolutely loved reading the story, and had great fun writing our own versions of it. Mr O’Donovan said they made
him “laugh like a hyena”, which we know is a simile. We also read a book called ‘The Tear Thief’ by the poet Carol
Ann Duffy. We made comparisons between the two texts, before writing a class poem about meeting the Tear Thief,
which we enjoyed performing. We all congratulated Fiyin on being our new Writing Laureate.
On the subject of poetry, we have also been reading ‘Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats’ by TS Elliot. We have
loved reading all the funny stories about cats, and enjoyed performing many of the poems in the book. Our favourite
is called Rum Tum Tugger.
In Maths, we have learned lots about angles – acute angles,
obtuse angles, right angles. Did you know that right angles are
made up of perpendicular lines? We can now spot
perpendicular lines everywhere – especially in the new pen,
which we love! We’ve had great PE lessons with Graham, and
when we play in the pen it’s great that it doesn’t hurt so much
when we fall over!

Ye a r 3 — Va n G o g h C l a s s
We have been truly busy in Year 3 this half-term. In Writing and Teaching of Reading we read an amazing book called The BFG which was all
about a little girl called Sophie and a Big Friendly Giant going on an adventure. We then wrote our own versions of the story. Finally, we read a
beautiful story called ‘The Tear Thief’. Miss Rochester is so proud of how hard we have worked this half term.
In Maths we have been learning about different mental math strategies to help us solve addition and subtraction problems. We then started
looking at multi-step problems were we had to do both addition and subtraction!
In our topic work this term we have been learning all about towns and the countryside. We were able to
look at lots of different maps and the different features of a map, and looked at all of the different symbols
that are used on maps. We have learned about what physical and human geographical features are and
the differences between cities, towns and villages. In computing, we were able to use some really fun
software called Digimap: we found our school on it and then we tried to work out our routes home.
In RE we looked at celebrations, what it means to celebrate and the importance of celebrating. We learned
about the Jewish festivals of Hanukkah and Yom Kippur, and looked at the similarities and differences
with celebrations that we have been to- birthdays
and weddings, for example.
We had lots of fun with Mr Roberts this term in Art,
as we designed and made our own sculptures
inspired by different artists such as Tom Cragg and
Yoyoi Kusama.
That’s not all we have been up to this term! In
Science we have been investigating light and how
light travels with Mr Clarke. In PE with Graham we have been learning all about football
and practicing lots of different skills such as dribbling and passing, and in PSHE we have
been thinking about different dangers and how to stay safe around them. We had a very
interesting class debate about whether or not children should be allowed around fire.
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Ye a r 4 — H e p w o r t h C l a s s
In English, we started off the term talking about freedom because the book we began and have
now been reading these past few weeks is all about a girl that dreams she can fly all over New
York and own every building in it. Our book was called ‘Tar Beach’ by Faith Ringgold. The book
was special because it originally started as a patchwork quilt. We designed some quilts of our
own for homework.
The first piece of work we did on ‘Tar Beach’ was looking at the cover and writing sentences about what we could
see. At the end of this term, our big story write was all about us and how we wanted to own a famous landmark in
London. The Shard, the O2 arena, Tower Bridge and the London Eye were among those chosen. We drew a
picture of what our Tar Beach would look like before we began writing our stories, and in them we used expanded
noun phrases to make our writing more vivid. We used a similar storyline to Tar Beach: one of our family
members weren’t allowed to join the Union because of their skin colour, sexuality or gender. In the end, they
owned the Union because we flew over it and gave it to our family member.
In Maths, we have been concentrating on multiplication and division which included learning our 7, 9, 11 and 12
times tables. At the end of the term, we were concentrating on factors of numbers and what numbers have more
factors or fewer factors: 6 has more factors than 9 and greater numbers don’t always have more factors than
smaller numbers. Prime numbers have only two factors, for example. We have also
been learning how to multiply two digit numbers: 34 X 5 =170!
In Art, we focused on sketching pictures of the Iron Giant from the book and the movie. We later sculpted them and the
result was outstanding!
In Science, we have learned about boiling and freezing points, and we did an experiment with salt and iced water which
lowered the temperature of the water to –10°C while it was still liquid! We are currently learning about sound and how we
hear things through vibrations and sound waves.
In Geography, we have been looking at Europe and all of the different countries and capitals, and at the end of this term, we
are making fact files of our chosen country.
In Teaching of Reading, our book was called ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’, a story set in war-time that follows two children
who had to move to Devon because London was too dangerous for them, but whilst they’re in Devon lots of mysteries
un-coil. It helped us to learn about life as a child during this difficult time, which allows us to appreciate where we are today.

Ye a r 4 — W r e n C l a s s
We have been extremely busy this half-term in Wren Class. In Writing, we have been rewriting the story ‘Tar Beach’, using speech, contractions and
fronted adverbials to make sure our writing is as spectacular as possible! We have been using inverted commas, and writing in the first person to make
the writing realistic as the story is told from the perspective of the main character, Cassie.
In Maths, we have been looking at multiplication and division. We have worked extremely hard on our times tables, looking at the 7s, 9s 11s and 12s; we
have now finished learning up to 12 and will keep practising to see how fast we can recall them! We have been multiplying two and three digit numbers
by one digit, and finding number pairs and fact families.
In Teaching of Reading we have been enjoying the story ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’, which is set during WWII. We have been developing our inference
skills to try and solve what has happened to Sukie, the main character’s sister, and where she has disappeared to. We have also compared the themes
in the story with other books we have read, looking at the similarities and differences between the different texts.
We have been looking at the continent of Europe in Geography! We have been exploring how to read maps using grid references. This has helped us to
look at the different countries in Europe, identifying them and their bordering countries on maps. We have looked at different physical features of
countries and undertaken research projects on different countries, presenting them to the class.
In RE, we have looked at Judaism and the celebrations of Hanukkah and Yom Kippur. We have created and played games with dreidels, and debated
which aspects of the celebrations are the most important. We have also compared the similarities and differences between both celebrations and how
they are important times of the year for Jewish people.
Science has involved lots of
experimenting this term! We have
looked at the states of matter, and
sound. We have experimented seeing
the effects of the melting point of ice
and how this can be changed by adding
something else to it (salt). We have also
had lots of fun investigating sound by
hitting a drum to see the rice on it vibrate and listening to coat-hanger
gongs. We promise we have not been
making too much noise!
By Melissa, Lakeland and Toby.
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Ye a r 5 — G u c c i C l a s s
It has been a fun term for Year 5, Gucci class. We have learnt so much over this term! In
English, we have been learning about Philippe Petit and his amazing adventure. Can you
believe he walked on a half-inch thick wire between the two towers of the World Trade
Center (Twin Towers)?
We read the book “The Man who Walked Between the Towers” by Mordicai Gerstein. We learned about the
key features of newspaper articles that we then used to write our own article about this remarkable feat.
We then went on to identify key features of a biography, and wrote a biography of Philippe Petit as our main
piece of work. It was an interesting term of English in Gucci class and we learnt a lot!
In Teaching of Reading, we have been reading a book called “Cogheart” by Peter Bunzl. We have been
taking part in many fun activities, including drama. At the beginning, we were all getting into the “Cogheart
Zone”. Later, we focused on our comprehension skills. We then worked on the words that we found difficult
and used different strategies to find their meaning.
In Maths, it was all about multiplication and division. We learnt mathematical vocabulary, for example:
dividend, divisor, remainder, and quotient. We worked on our reasoning skills as well as on our fluency. We
completed investigations and enjoyed lots of fun activities such as a treasure hunt, where we had to solve
division problems to find treasure. We also had a competition based on estimating the number of marbles
in a jar! Many of us took part in it and we learnt why estimation is so important in Maths.
In Geography, we have been learning and sharing our knowledge about New York City and New York State. We have learnt so many
interesting facts. Did you know that more than 800 languages are spoken in New York City? Yes, 800! As a result, it is the most
linguistically diverse city in the world.
We also took part in a very interesting workshop called ‘Spirit of the Wild’. We learnt about adaptation. Living things are adapted to their
habitats. This means that they have special features that help them to be better suited to the environment in which they live. Can you
guess what adaptation features animals on the picture have? It was an incredible feeling to touch some of
the animals and learn about their fantastic features!

CONGRATULATIONS!

Ye a r 5 —
Miyazaki Class

Congratulations to Leila-Rose who has been invited to the Royal School
of Ballet to have a private lesson with one of their Ballet teachers. She
was chosen out of 60 children, and as you can imagine, is very proud
to have been selected. We are incredibly proud of you—well done!

We’ve had such a busy term in Miyazaki class! We started off the New Year with a teacher who is brand new to Dalmain.
We made a lovely card to welcome Ms. Sadler to Dalmain and to Miyazaki class.
In writing we focused on the life of Philippe Petit, a French tightrope walker, who crossed between the Twin Towers. We
read his story in ‘The Man Who Walked Between the Towers’ by Mordicai Gerstein, and wrote newspaper articles
imagining we were writing for the New York Times that fateful morning of 7 th August 1974. After this, our focus turned to
the dauntless Petit as we wrote a biography of him. During writing week, we took words
from a deconstructed poem and rearranged them to make our own poems about Change!
Our English learning has linked to our Geography unit as we have been learning about
New York City and New York State. We’ve been able to compare New York City to London
and examine the factors that lead to a city changing and growing over time. We have
looked at a wide variety of maps of New York and what different types of maps can tell us
about physical and human geography.
Our Design and Technology lessons have also been linked to New York and have been a
favourite of everyone in the class this term. Mr Roberts taught us about
booms, jibs, and pulleys and we were able to combine these to build our
own model cranes.
We loved having Spirit of the Wild visit! They taught us about how animals
are adapted to survive in different climates and how some are adapted to
avoid becoming someone’s dinner! We had a chance to see (and hold!)
three different birds, an iguana, a skunk, different kinds of snakes and
even a tarantula!
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Ye a r 6 — G i u g i a r o C l a s s
In Giugiaro Class, we have had a busy half term.
In English, we have enjoyed writing and publishing our sequel to ‘Foodland’ and in Maths, we have started our topic on fractions.
We have also thoroughly enjoyed the Rap and Lyricism Workshop day, with the tutor Joshua Oladipo and Ms Jackson. For some of us
who have never rapped before it was a really interesting skill to learn, and in our music lessons we have continued the theme and
written our own amazing raps.
Some of the children in our class are in the Debate Mate club and they took part in their very first urban debate league last week. The
Debate Mate club were split into smaller debating teams and had to battle against other schools on a range of thought-provoking topics.
A few first debate nerves did not stop this resilient bunch from delivering some powerful points to support their arguments.
Our highlight of the term was the visit from The Spirit of the Wild team; we enjoyed seeing the wide
range of animals including a golden eagle, a toxic toad and a python. We even learnt about
ecosystems and habitats!
In our Art, we have been capturing our magnificent smiles in our topic on self-portraits. We have
been trying out different drawing materials and techniques to create an image which is in proportion,
and enhancing it with shades, tones and an awareness of how
light and shadow affects the subject.
Many of us in Year 6 have just completed our first half-term as
young leaders. The role has helped us develop skills in leadership,
communication and team working, and we have enjoyed helping
the children at playtimes by organising games and other activities.

Action Tutoring
Year 5 & Year 6—both starting straight after Half Term!
We are really excited to have had Action Tutoring up and running with both Year 5 & Year 6—
this is the first time Dalmain has had this and it is already making a huge impact on the
children’s learning! It has been an opportunity for pupils to learn different Maths skills and
methods from tutors, who give up their time every week to help us. Every week children have
the same tutor who works with two or three of them before school even begins! Tutoring helps
them to develop different skills in Maths, developing their confidence as well as getting them
ready for secondary school.
Congratulations to Adam, Carlton & Itzel for 100%
attendance. Well done to all, and we are so excited
to see what progress you will make next term!
Keep up the superb work!
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Ye a r 6 — E i f fe l C l a s s
By Husni & Jude
So far in Year 6, there has been lots of learning in different subjects. For
example, in Maths, we have studied division and multiplication followed
by some mock SATs to prepare us for our real ones. We have just finished
a book named ‘Fly Me Home’ by Polly Ho-Yen in Teaching of Reading
where we discussed the emotions of the characters and gave our
opinions on the ending – it was a mixed reaction! In English, we were
inspired by a book called ‘Floodland’ and wrote our own dystopian
sequels to the story. We have also been working on our balance of
Description, Action and Dialogue, which we call ‘DAD’.
During our Art & DT lessons Mr Roberts has been teaching us how to build our own
eco-city. Now, we are drawing self-portraits in different styles. In RE, we have been
learning about Judaism; we wrote a diary entry to explain how we would feel if we
were in a Jewish child’s shoes when they have their Bar/Bat Mitzvah! Not only that,
we have been learning about the history of Shabbat and thinking about the purpose
of celebrating Shabbat for Jewish people. Recently in outdoor PE, we have been
practising hockey, including taking long corners, hit-outs, and playing games where
you have to be the last one standing!
Music has also been fun for us, as we have worked on making raps about our
personalities. We were fortunate to take part in a Rap & Lyrical workshop this term,
where we played rhyming games and created our own raps! This term, we have also
started our role as Young Leaders – we are really enjoying leading games for
different year groups at lunchtimes. It definitely has its challenges, but we are
learning lots about how to be a good leader! Last but not least, one of our highlights
was having ‘Spirit of the Wild’ visit, where we were able to hold animals such as
eagles, skunks, snakes, bats and lots more!
I am really proud of all the
children who took part in the
Debate Mate debating competition last Thursday. They
overcame their nerves, spoke passionately and eloquently,
made relevant points, and worked fantastically as a team.
To take part is such an achievement, but to also win some of
the debates (even against adult teams!) is amazing. They
have made Dalmain School very proud! – Miss Bissell
Jaina said: “It was really fun as we got to compete against
other schools. It has really helped to challenge me and
become a quick-thinker!”

Sayaka said: “Although the team I was in lost the
debate, we all tried our hardest and came up with
good points; we helped each other out! I can’t wait for
the next debate!”
Kaylen and Lina said: “We loved the Rap workshop –
we never thought we’d be able to write our own raps
about ourselves and we thought that Josh was
brilliant!”
We are looking forward to our next term a lot!
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Art

It has been an incredible start to the Spring Term in Art and DT. The new
term has seen some of the most stunning art children have produced!
Children in Year 1 classes have been
studying towers and structures this half
term and learning how engineers use
certain shapes to make them stronger.
Children have designed their own towers,
learning how to use a ruler to draw
shapes. Classes were then challenged to
work in teams to build their own class
tower out of triangular prisms.
Year 2 have been learning about the
architectural art of Anastasia Savinova to
create their own collage of landscapebased structures. The children have developed their sketching techniques
to create bold contoured mountains, valleys and oceans in soluble ink and
painted them in watercolour. The results are staggering.

Year 3 children have been studying the organic,
nature inspired sculptures of Tony Cragg and Yoyoi
Kusama to design and craft their own sculptures from clay. Children
explored vocabulary such as twist, bend, stretch, smooth and ripple to build
their own structures, some of which seem to have
inherited Yoyoi’s polka dots!

Dalmain School Newsletter
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A huge thank you to parents for your contributions of nuts and bolts for our Year 4 sculptures!
Children have been designing and building their own Iron Men and Women based on the Ted Hughes
story, recreating their own designs from clay. Children added screws, craft wire, nuts and bolts to
reinforce their models and add details to dramatic effect!
Year 5 have been learning about pulleys
and levers this term in DT and developing
an understanding of how some of the
world’s most complex cranes work.
Children completed designs and diagrams
of how cranes work and then constructed
their own fabulous working models.

Year 6 began the term by completing their eco-city models before focusing
their attention to portraiture, studying the wonderful portraits of artists Jonathan Yeo, Chuck Close
and Diane Edison. Children are building on skills previously learned in Year 5 to draw the features of
their own faces by mapping out the eyes, nose, and mouth before constructing their faces with layers
of shadow. The results are incredible!
Drawing Club have started the term by focusing on endangered species. Here are some superb
examples completed by children in KS2.

Page 17

Writing Laureate
Award
Since the start of this school term, we have been absolutely astounded by the standard of writing
that our pupils have produced. The following children have been chosen to receive our Dalmain
Laureate Award for their exceptional progress, use of high-quality vocabulary and application of
literary skills across the curriculum. Unfortunately we can’t invite parents and carers in to see their
work, but the children are incredibly proud it, and rightly so. We are so impressed to see what they
have achieved!
Look out for these future authors!

Reception: Teddy & Elsie-Blu
Year 1: Sam & Baxter
Year 2: Shukraan & Malcom
Year 3: Alara & Fiyin
Year 4: Olivia & Amaka
Year 5: Imogen & Dora
Year 6: Isla C & Grace
CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE!

Te r m D a t e s
(*pending final approval)

Term

First Day

Last Day

Half Term

Monday 14th February

Friday 18th February

Spring Term 2

Monday 21st February

Friday 1st April

Easter Holidays

Monday 4th April

Monday 18th April

Summer Term 1

Tuesday 19th April

Friday 27th May

Half Term

Monday 30th May

Monday 6th June

Summer Term 2

Tuesday 7th June

Friday 22nd July

Summer Holidays

Monday 25th July

Friday 2nd September*

Autumn Term 1*

Monday 5th September*

Friday 21st October*
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Clubs at Dalmain

Our Clubs Are Getting Better & Better!
Our new Pen surface is being put to great use with the sports clubs on offer at Dalmain.
We have been really pleased to welcome back Netball club, introduce a morning Multiskills club and, of course, to be running our very popular football sessions with Graham.
We feel strongly at Dalmain that exercise not only promotes a healthy lifestyle but also
boosts energy and improves the mood. For this reason, we have introduced clubs before the start of the school day so our children can feel the positive effects in the
classroom.
Our most popular morning club is Karate, a new club on offer at Dalmain. We are really
pleased that the children are enjoying it so much and thank Sensai Bethany for all her support.
‘Karate club is really fun. First, we start with training which helps us with our agility and stamina. Then we practise
our moves; we are really good at roundhouse kicks! It really wakes you up to do a club in the morning and gets us
ready for the day – we have enough energy to do our school work!’ Nnamdi & Noah
Of course not all children like sports clubs so we were really pleased to be able to extend our offer of creative clubs
this term. The children are really enjoying Mindfulness club, Reading club and of course Arts and Crafts – where
monster cups were very popular!
‘We got a cup and made it into a monster! It was really fun because we coloured the eyes and we made eyelashes!
We enjoyed blowing it up and surprising our families at home’ Emre and Martha

Debate Mate is the Place To Be
Every Friday Night!
‘News flash … Debate Mate is really fun and the best club EVER! Debate
Mate allows you to think quickly, be open-minded and creative.’ Jaina Year
6
We have been so overwhelmed with the positive response to the
introduction of Debate Mate at Dalmain. Without fail, 48 children stay
behind on a Friday night to practice their debating skills. It is an absolute
pleasure to walk around and hear the articulate and confident speaking of our children. However as Jaina
explained, it’s not just about speaking!
Some of our year 6 children took part in their first ever debate challenge last week and we are pleased to
announce that Dalmain won four out of the six debates. An amazing performance for all involved; we are
eagerly waiting to hear if we have secured a place in the next round!
However, it’s not all about winning. All the teachers involved in the event were so impressed by the children’s
ability and confidence to prepare their speeches in just 15 minutes and deliver them to an audience. There
were definitely some nerves on the night but the children did themselves proud.
‘Debate Mate gives you an opportunity to go out of your comfort zone and try your best.’ Aurelia, Year 6
‘I really love Debate Mate. It helps you create a different person inside of you who will come out every time
you have a debate. It also gives you the chance to take part in a really fun tournament.’ Kaylen, Year 6

Page 19

Clubs at Dalmain

The LAMDA pupils have had a wonderful start to the year and have been
working on their own individual poems with Ms Ward. They are each
getting to explore a variety of emotions and themes, with each pupil now
able to give helpful feedback (stars and wishes) to their classmates.
Our Year 6 pupils have made excellent progress on the prose section of
their exam, which involves reciting a page from their favourite book. This is
such an exciting time of the year for them but also a very challenging one,
with each pupil having to remember two minutes worth of writing. In March
there will be a number of Dalmain pupils involved in the Bromley Festival of
Speech and Drama. We can't wait to see them performing their poems.
Watch this space for updates on how they did. Good luck!
Well done to all of the children who
have been representing Dalmain at
the Lewisham schools football
league at Blackheath on Saturday
mornings. The children, from Years
3, 4, 5 and 6, have been playing
against other Lewisham primary
schools. We are very proud of how
our children represent the school
through their
behaviour,
attitude and
excellent
football
skills.

T h e Fr i e n d s o f D a l m a i n

FoD needs your help!
There’s so much enthusiasm among us parents to make Dalmain a better place, but we need people to get involved to do this. If
we don’t fill the two roles below we won’t be able to do a summer fair this year so read on...
Firstly, we need a new chair for next term. This is someone to lead the FoD committee, who needs to be able to direct, delegate,
and run efficient meetings. Our current chair Natacha needs to step down very soon to direct her energy elsewhere, so we are in
desperate need of someone to take over. Could that be you? Or could you and a like-minded friend do it together? Pairing up with
someone else can work really well!
The current secretary and treasurer are also stepping down at the end of this school year. So if your forte is finance or if you’re
good at writing comms for emails and newsletters, come talk to us at the coffee morning on Friday. Good at planning and
organising? Love to see people having fun? If so, could you be our fair co-ordinator? It’s hard work, but fun and really rewarding,
and is a great way to raise money for the school.
We also welcome anyone to come join the committee and help with running events, dreaming up and carrying out fundraising
projects, helping decide where the money gets spent now that we can finally start trips and workshops up again, posting on social
media, and anything else at all that you can do.
Drop us a line with any questions on friendsofdalmain@gmail.com

Eco FoD
...is a group of parents dedicated to eco-initiatives. We are raising funds for the maintenance of the natural areas on the school
grounds, in the Wildlife garden and the allotment, improving air quality and making the school playground greener. If you’re
interested in finding out more, click to join the EcoFoD whattsap group or visit the EcoFoD Justgiving campaign page.

Dates for your diary
We hope to hold regular uniform sales, bake sales and coffee mornings from now on. Email us on friendsofdalmain@gmail.com or
let your rep know if you can volunteer.
Coffee Mornings:
Where: Food tech room
When: First Friday of each month. Upcoming dates are March 4th, 1st April, 6th May, 10th June, and 1st July. No need to tell us
you’re coming, just come and join in. You should find some FoD members, and also teachers and governors depending on
availability.
Uniform Sales:
Where: Front playground (weather permitting)
When: First Friday back after a break, so upcoming dates are Feb 25th, April 22nd, June 10th.
Please bring your (washed, folded, and labeled with size) donations to school reception in the week running up to the sale to help
us be organised. Items are £1, shirts and trousers are free. There may even be biscuits!
Bake Sales:
Where: Front playground (weather permitting)
When: Last Friday before a break, so upcoming dates are Feb 11th, April 1st, May 27th and July 22nd
Donations to school reception the morning of the sale, no nuts please, and please label your tupperware.

O f f i c e Te a m

Page 21

Self-isolation - Positive Results
If your child tests positive for COVID-19 they must self-isolate for 5 days. If they have had two consecutive
negative lateral flow tests on the 5th and 6th day with no high temperature they can return to school on the
6th day. Test must be taken at least 24 hours apart. If your child remains positive on day 5, then a negative
test is required on both day 6 and day 7 to release from self-isolation, or positive on day 6, then a negative
test is required on days 7 and 8, and so on until the end of day 10.

Medical Evidence for Absences
If your child cannot attend school, will arrive late or needs to be collected early due to a medical
appointment, you will need to provide proof of the appointment. This can be a letter, appointment card or a
screenshot of the text message. If medical evidence is not provided, their absence will not be authorised. We
do ask that medical appointments could be planned outside of school hours whenever possible, so that your
child does not miss out on their learning.

School Communications via ParentMail
Just a reminder that Dalmain tries to operate in as paperless way as possible to help reduce our impact on
the environment. We send school communications via ParentMail and also request that payments are made
using the same platform. ParentMail is the fastest and easiest way to register and pay for clubs, trips, meal
payments etc.
If you do not have a ParentMail account please let us know and we will assist you in setting this up.

Thank you to all parents and carers for your support every day!

I n c l u s i o n Te a m
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I n c l u s i o n Te a m

For other support you may need over the Half Term, we have a list of agencies and their contact
details on our website under Home / Parents & Carers / Safeguarding & Wellbeing

Safer Internet day - 8th February 2022
Top Tips for Parents and Carers
Have a look at the tips and links below with some suggestions on how to get you started and help you to stay safe
and positive online. You and your family can #PlayYourPart in creating a better internet by…

Having conversations without judgement.
Whether by playing games, watching videos, or doing things your child enjoys, spending time together online is a
great way to start conversations about the online world and how they’re finding being a part of it.
It is important to ask questions and take an interest in what your child enjoys online.
An essential part of having this open dialogue is to not judge, even if their behaviour or life online isn’t what you
wanted or expected. This ensures that your child feels they can come to you if ever they make a mistake or
experience a problem online.

Knowing where you can learn more about their favourite apps and games.
Websites like Common Sense Media or The Family Gaming Database can be invaluable sources of information.
When your child starts talking about a new game or app, why not do some research into the reporting and
blocking options available? Then you can help your child if they come to you with an issue.

Getting support if things go wrong.
There are lots of organisations who are there to support you and your family if something has gone wrong.
The Report Harmful Content website can help you with issues such as cyberbullying, impersonation and threats.
You can report worrying behaviour towards children to CEOP. Find out more on Childnet’s Get Help page.

Reassuring your child that whatever
happens online, you are there to
support them.
Let your child know that the best way to address any
problem they have online, is to tell a trusted adult
immediately. For example, this might include
someone sending them a friend request; an online
message; telling them to visit a specific website, or
app; or asking them for their personal information.
Reassure them that if anything happens online that
they are unsure about, or makes them feel worried or
upset, they can come to you for help.

Resources and Advice
There are some great resources and advice available
at The safer internet centre – see link below. Some
downloadable activities that you can do with your
child will be useful for you to check your child’s
knowledge on keeping themselves safe online.

July 2021
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Attendance
Your child’s attendance at school every
day is vital for their progress and
attainment, both academically and
socially. Poor attendance can affect
children’s ability to make and keep
friendships, which is a vital part of
growing up, and of course we don’t
want any child falling behind
academically at this crucial time in their
educational careers.
We have high aspirations for every
child, and we are committed to enabling
all of our pupils to achieve and sustain
the highest level of attendance,
believing that every lesson counts. We
encourage good attendance for these
reasons and to fulfill our statutory
safeguarding responsibilities.
90% Threshold for Absences
We work directly with families to support
good attendance and punctuality. When
a child has 20 or more days off school
during the year, their attendance will
be 90% or below.
Attendance Letters
If your child’s attendance falls to 90% or
below, you will receive a letter regarding
this. If your child’s attendance does not
improve in four weeks you will receive
another letter, and if your child’s
attendance still fails to improve then you
will be invited into the school for an
attendance panel meeting.
Sessions Missed
Each ‘session’ equates to half a day; if your child has missed 10 sessions for example, this means that
they have missed 5 days of school.
Covid Absences—DfE changes since September 2021
Unfortunately, when your child has Covid this will now affect your child’s attendance as per the DFE
guidelines which changed at the start of the academic year.
How to Contact Us
When your child is off school, please confirm this in writing via email. You will be asked to provide proof
of any appointments your child may have to the School Office either in person, so that the school can
retain a photocopy, or you can attach any relevant documents via email.
Please email attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk by 9:00am (when registers close) if your child is
not going to be in school, indicating the specific reason for their absence
Alternatively you can report absence via ParentMail under Absences.
Thank You For Your Support
We know that you, as your child’s parent/carer, want your child to get on well in life. Children only get
one chance at school, and your child’s chances of a successful future may be affected by not attending
school every day on time, and we thank you in advance for your support with this matter.

CLUBS & MUSIC
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All clubs & instrumental
lessons will resume
straight after Half Term,
from 21st February until
Friday 25th March.
All dates can be found on
the school website.
We can’t wait to
see you next term!

Grove Close, Brockley Rise,
London SE23 1AS

Dalmain
School

Phone: 020 8699 2675
Email: admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Twitter: @dalmainschool
www.dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk

