Dear Parents & Carers

DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Newsletter—December 2021

Welcome to Term 2’s newsletter and a celebration of another fabulous 7 weeks at Dalmain. We have
been delighted to get back to normality with different sports and music events outside of school and
cannot wait for these to continue in 2022! Look out for the celebrations within this newsletter of our
Choir’s performance plus incredible results from our sports team, including our Basketball Team who
are extremely grateful to an anonymous donor for their new kit. The team wore it with pride and
played exceptionally well! We cannot wait to participate in more group events in 2022, both in and
outside school, when it is safe to do so!
Bravely facing the arctic conditions on Saturday 27th November, our wonderful Friends of Dalmain put
on this year’s School Fair and what a fantastic afternoon it was. Such a huge amount of work goes on
behind the scenes to make these events successful and this year was no exception. It felt ‘normal’
again and so many people enjoyed the afternoon immensely – have a look at page 19 for a full report.
FoD give their time generously to support the school and we are very grateful to have such a
dedicated group of parents working with us. Thank you for bringing our community together for this
year’s fair!
I will believe it when I see it but it is looking positive for the new Pen surface to be installed over the
Christmas holidays. The materials are arriving on Monday and so, weather permitting, these works
should be completed by January. After such a long wait and so many delays, we cannot wait to see
this project completed and for our children to start benefitting from this improved school facility.

Exciting News for 2022!
We are looking forward to starting up our
themed whole school events again next term
– please make a note of the below dates – we
can’t wait to share and showcase our work
with you all as part of these events!
Writing Week: Monday7th—Friday 11th
February
Reading Week: Monday 28th February—Friday
4th March (don’t forget World Book Day on
Thursday 3rd March!)
Art Exhibition: week beginning 23rd May

Another project currently underway are the retrofit works being completed in the Y3 & Y4 area of the
school to improve our air quality and sustainability. The project is going well and we have exciting
news to share – we have secured further funding to improve the roof over this part of the building. This is a huge win for the school and you can find further
information about this and the positive impact of these works on page 2. Although this will mean that the scaffolding stays up for just a few additional weeks
(the end of February being the scheduled conclusion of the project), we feel that the benefits are clear for our school, both in the short and long term future.
A huge thank you to the team at Retrofit Action for Tomorrow and Lewisham for all of their work!
We continue to respond to the evolving covid situation and are directed by the Local Authority if any additional measures need to be implemented. National
guidance has started changing again recently and, as always, as soon as we know more, this will be communicated to the staff team and parents and carers
as soon as possible. Our most recent covid risk assessment remains available on the school website and we would like to thank children and the parent
body for their support and flexibility with any last minute changes we have had to make in response to covid at Dalmain. You support has helped to keep the
community as safe as possible and for the school to run normally. Please remember to report any positive cases to the school as soon as possible at
covid@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
We hope that you enjoy reading our lovely newsletter, and that you all have a safe and restful winter holiday. See you all on Wednesday 5th January 2022!
Kind regards, Ms Eisele—Headteacher

General school email: admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Other Contacts
For specific queries, please use the below contacts:
Admissions incl Nursery & Reception intakes, attendance, meal choices, breakfast or after school
clubs: attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Finance, curriculum clubs, instrumental lessons, trips, medicines or allergies: office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Covid 19 related issues incl. reporting a positive case: covid@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Afterschool club: please note the After School Club number is 07710 362 100, operating from 3:15 - 6pm. This
number should be used for pickup arrangements for the school's after-school club only.

Retrofit Action for Tomorrow

UPDATE on BUILDING WORKS
As shared in a previous newsletter, the
retrofit and de-carbonisation works to
Block B are currently in progress. These
works include the installation of a
ventilation system (mechanical
ventilation with heat recovery, or MVHR),
cavity wall insulation in the walls,
electric water heating for the WCs and
an air source heat pump (ASHP) to
replace our gas boiler.
The combined effect of these measures
will reduce the annual carbon emissions
of Block B by about 60-70% at the same
time as improving air quality and
comfort in the classrooms.
Behind the covered scaffolding all the
brickwork is being repointed to both
improve the appearance of Block B and
to protect the cavity wall insulation from getting wet.
During the works our team was able to inspect the roof and discovered
that it was in urgent need of replacement. Over the coming months the
whole roof will be replaced with new insulation, triple glazed roof lights (to
replace the single glazing) and new roof finishes.
Whilst this was an unforeseen extra
which has delayed completion to the
project by 2-3 months this does
mean we are getting improved
insulation and a brand new roof,
which is absolutely brilliant news for
our school now and in the future!
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Nur ser y—Lakwena Class
Our Nursery was a hive of festive activity as we
frantically added the final touches to our Christmas
performance and prepared for our end of term party.
However, our expectations were cut short by reasons
beyond our control, but despite this major setback, we
remain in celebratory mood in acknowledgement of the progress that the children
have made throughout this term.
They have displayed high levels of engagement with our focus stories and have been
fully immersed in their learning. It is particularly pleasing to see the development of
their in depth collaborative play and team building activities. Evidence of which can
be seen in their elaborate constructions and models, of which they are immensely
proud.
We are truly excited at the prospects of continuing their educational journey in the coming term and cannot thank you enough for your
continued support and encouragement. We hope that you will enjoy their performance as much as we have. They all had a lot to learn
in a short time and handled it very well. We look forward to seeing you all after a well-deserved break. We wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Reception—Hadid Class
Hadid class have had adventures galore this half term. We have celebrated Diwali, zoomed
into space and even been to our very own wild life garden!
The children have continued to love reading, both our story times throughout the day and
their individual reading books.
“I like reading books.” Quinn. “I liked reading Doctor Duck, it was super fun!” Hila
We read ‘The Jolly Postman’ and wrote letters to our friends, families and some important
people!
“I liked writing letters to Santa.” Kit
In Maths we have been learning about numbers 1-10. The children experimented with all
the different ways you can represent the number and build the number by partitioning.
Forest School has also been a great success this half term. The children have been in search for bugs, climbed trees and searched for
sticks to make their own creations.
“I like climbing trees at forest school.”Julius
“I like playing with my friends in the wildlife garden.” Roxanne
The children have also been playing team games and taking part in activities and games that involve turn-taking like riding bikes or
basketball. “I’ve really liked playing football.” Fionn
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Reception—Gaudi Class
‘I liked reading Halibut Jackson’ - Zoe
This term we read a beautiful book called Halibut Jackson which
was all about a boy who was very shy and designed exquisite
suits to blend into any place. This led to some interesting conversations about feeling shy and what we can do to overcome
this. We set up our own clothes shop, making shop signs, tags
and receipts. We had brilliant shopkeepers and some very keen
customers too!
‘Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune
are the planets in the solar system’ – Jedidiah
Reading has really taken off this term. The children have
been working hard in phonics and are becoming much more
confident segmenting and blending words. Another book we
read was called Look Up which was about a girl called
Rocket who dreamt of being an astronaut. We made up our
own space stories, learnt about the planets that made up the
solar system and created our
own space station.
‘I enjoyed playing Snakes and
Ladders’ – Emmeline
‘I like playing with the
counters’ - Lockie

In Maths, we have been learning about the numbers 6-10. We have explored
different ways to make and represent each of the numbers. We have started
recording our basketball scores using a tally chart and have designed our own board
games like Snakes and Ladders.
Now…can we tell you a secret? This term was rather magical! One afternoon, a magic
cupboard appeared! When we opened the
cupboard we found a beautiful green
feather and then some music started to play
in the distance! We had to look all around the school to find more feathers
like the one in the cupboard. When the music stopped we placed all the
feathers we
found and put
them inside the
magic cupboard.
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Ye a r 1 — S h o n i b a r e C l a s s
Well done Shonibare class for another successful term! We are
so proud of the children this term because they have shown so
much resilience and determination with their learning. We have
been doing a lot more whole class teaching and have been very
impressed with how the children have risen to the challenge
and made such good progress.
In Week 1 our teacher’s hat went missing… Can you believe it?!
We made missing posters to help her find it. Our teacher read us ‘I Want My Hat Back’ by Jon Klassen where the same thing happens to
a bear. He asks everyone if they have his hat! We absolutely loved the story so we wrote our own sequels, where our favourite animals
lost something important. Then, we went to the theatre (in our classroom) to watch the National Theatre production of ‘I Want My Hat
Back,’ we had our own tickets and everything!
In Maths, we learned a new very important skill- completing part-whole models to
represent partitioning! Ask us to draw a part-whole model with your favourite number
under 10 as the whole- you will be amazed!
Another highlight was our History topic this term, where we learned about the changes
in transport over time. We had to think
about what was the most important
invention- the train, the car or the
aeroplane. What do you think?
A final mention has to go to the children
for their amazing work in the Nativity
Christmas show. They did so well and we are incredibly proud. It looks amazing and we
hope you enjoy it as much as we enjoyed making it for you!
Thank you to all parents and carers for your support this half term and Merry Christmas!

Ye a r 1 — B a s q u i a t C l a s s
It has been an extremely busy and productive term in Basquiat Class. In literacy, we have enjoyed the wonderful stories, I Want My Hat
Back and The Magic Bed. Both stories have inspired the children’s writing and we have learnt to incorporate adjectives, verbs and
Proper Nouns in our sentences! We also thoroughly enjoyed our virtual trip to the theatre to see the National Theatre’s production of I
Want My Hat Back. In maths, we have continued to develop our number skills, solving problems using part whole and bar models. We
have explored 2D shapes and learnt how to describe their properties and to rotate them to make different shapes and patterns.
We have also enjoyed learning all about Christian beliefs and traditions during our Religious Education lessons and exploring the
properties of materials through a range of exciting investigations and experiments in science. In addition, this term the children have
had a fantastic experience with Mr Roberts learning how to make cars using an axle in our design & technology sessions.
Finally, the children have loved taking part in our Christmas performance. The children learnt and performed the songs beautifully and
it has been lovely to see their joy at taking part. Thank you for your continued support during this busy time, we hope you all remain
healthy and are able to enjoy the holiday season. We look forward seeing you all back at school in 2022!
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Ye a r 2 — A l c o r n C l a s s
It has been a long Autumn term and Alcorn class have been working hard up until the last minute. Autumn 2 has been
busy with learning about materials and boat-building in Science, beginning to look at multiplication in Maths, writing about
endangered species and how to save them in English and lots more! Here are the children’s highlights:
Oliver: ‘I have enjoyed writing investigation sentences in Maths. It was really fun!’
Tom: ‘I liked learning football in PE’
Naomi: ‘I enjoyed PE because we learnt different football techniques’
Jaaziah: ‘I enjoyed English because we wrote about The Journey Home’
Isla Mae: ‘I liked Geography, especially about the seven continents and five oceans’
Logan: ‘Football because football is my favourite sport’
Nina: ‘I liked doing R.E because I loved learning about Christianity and the Christian
values’
Ivo: ‘I liked handwriting because we learnt connected letters ch and th’
Charlotte: ‘I liked PSHE because we get
to do some nice fun pictures’
Toure: ‘My favourite thing was Science
and Maths. Science was my favourite
because I loved testing the boats and
floating them’
Toluwani: ‘PE because I learnt how to tackle’
Livia: ‘Writing because we got to learn how to write properly’
Isla D: ‘PE because I like learning football’
Celia: ‘RE because I like learning Christian stories’

Ye a r 2 — Z i m m e r m a n C l a s s
We have really enjoyed our learning this term in Zimmerman class. In English, we read two books this term. The first book
was The Journey Home which is about endangered animals and Ocean Meets Sky which is about a boy who misses his
grandfather. We have really enjoyed this and have published our own version of Ocean Meets Sky. In Maths, we have
introduced multiplication to our class. It is our first time doing multiplication and we have really enjoyed this! In Geography,
we have been learning about the 7 continents and 5 oceans. We love to perform our continents song. We also learnt how
to point out the different continents on the map. In PSHE we have been learning about conflict resolution. This has helped
us explore our feelings and resolve disagreements in the playground. Here are some quotes from Zimmerman class about
the things we have enjoyed this term.
‘I liked learning about the continent Australia’ – Eleri
‘In English I really enjoyed writing a letter about saving endangered animals to the Horniman Museum’ – Rosie
‘I have really enjoyed reading with Mr Alasow this term’ – Mae
‘I have enjoyed making and inventing our own
materials in science to help people now’ – Pawel.
‘I enjoyed Geography this term and I enjoyed learning
about the different continents’ – Charlotte
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Ye a r 3 — B a z a l g e t t e C l a s s
Have you ever wondered where tea comes from? This term, we read an amazing book called Cloud
Tea Monkeys, which tells the story of a young girl called Tashi, whose Mum is sick so Tashi has to
work on a tea plantation. However, astonishingly, she makes friends with some monkeys who pick
the most amazing tea for her. The tea is so good that the Royal Tea Taster buys it, so Tashi is able to
buy medicine for her mum. We really enjoyed writing our reports about ‘The Magic of Tea’, and we
liked it when we got to smell all different sorts of tea. We’re not sure if cloud tea monkeys really
exist, but wouldn’t it be cool if they did? We have also read the book Tin Forest, which tells the story
of an old man who recycles grey and dreary junk, turning it into a colourful and magical forest. And
in Teaching of Reading, we read the book, ‘Two Weeks with The Queen’, a touching book about a
boy called Colin’s battle to save his younger brother’s life.
In Maths, we have been learning about the metric system. We have been learning about
how to measure length, mass, volume and capacity. We have also been adding and
subtracting amounts, including the use of column addition and subtraction. The most fun
bit was when we got the scales and measuring jugs out to record the mass and capacity of
all kinds of objects – see the photo!
In History, we have learned all about the Ancient Greeks. We learned how Ancient Greek
theatre inspired modern British theatre – although in those days, no women were allowed
to play any parts on stage. Men played the parts of all female characters, which we
thought was very unfair! We also learned about how the Ancient Greeks invented
democracy. Did you know Democracy means ‘people power’? Cool fact!
Having learned about the Ancient Greeks, we have also learned about one aspect of modern Greek life: food. We loved making flat breads,
dakos and tzatziki with Mr Roberts. Delicious!
That’s not all we’ve been doing. We’ve learned about recording information in Science, we’ve learned numbers and colours in French. In PE, we
have been learning basketball skills and gymnastics. We also learned about relationships in PSHE and the importance of peace to Christians in
RE.
In RE, we learned about the story of Christmas, which we are looking forward to! We loved doing our Christmas
performance, and we hope everyone enjoyed the video we shared. It was great fun, learning and performing
our lines and singing all those great songs! We are so grateful to Miss Jackson for teaching us the songs.

Ye a r 3 — Va n G o g h C l a s s
Can you believe we have finished our first term in year 3! This term we have been working really hard. Our
topic this term was the Ancient Greeks we learned all about how Ancient Greek theatre inspired modern British
theatre. Did you now that only men were allowed to play parts on stage and only the narrator was allowed to
speak! We did not think that this was fair because we thought everyone should have been able to take part. In
DT we have also learned about one aspect of Modern Greek life: food. We loved making flat breads, dakos and
tzatziki with Mr Roberts. Delicious!
In writing we have read two books Cloud Tea Monkeys and The Tin Forest. Cloud Tea Monkeys is a beautiful book about a little girl called Tashi
who mother is very ill and is unable to go to work and unable to earn money so Tashi has to go to work on a tea plantation. While she is picking
tea she makes friends with some Monkeys who help her to pick tea, the tea is so good that the Royal Tea Taster buys it, so Tashi is able to buy
medicine for her mum. We wrote a report on tea called ‘The Magic of Tea’ and we were able to smell different teas. The Tin forest is a story of a
lonely old man who is sad about his pile of junk outside his home and he has an idea to turn it into a magical and colourful forest. We really
enjoyed designing our posters to persuade people to recycle their rubbish. We hope your recycling your rubbish!
Our teaching of reading book was Two weeks with the Queen which was a story about Colin’s battle to save his brother Luke.
Maths has been really fun we have been learning all about the Metric system and learning about measure length, mass, volume and capacity.
Converting was really tricky but we kept practicing. We also have been adding and subtracting different units of measure. Our favourite lesson
was when we was able to measure out different volumes of water in different containers.
In RE we have be learning all about peace and Christmas. We really enjoyed doing our Christmas performance and we hope that everyone enjoyed our video. We are so grateful to Miss Jackson for
teaching us those amazing songs.
That’s not all we’ve been doing. We’ve learned about
recording information in Science, we’ve learned numbers
and colours in French. In PE, we have been learning basketball skills and gymnastics. We also learned about
relationships in PSHE. We’ve been busy!
As we sang in the video, We Wish You a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
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Ye a r 4 — H e p w o r t h C l a s s
This term has been a very exciting time for Year 4!
We started off the term by reading a book called, 'The
Story of Tutankhamun'. As Ancient Egypt was our
topic, we learnt about all aspects of life in Ancient
Egypt as well as the world-changing discovery of
Tutankhamun's tomb. Whilst reading the book, we
learnt that Egyptians believed in many different gods.
This was a contrast to what we were learning about
Christianity in RE, as Christians believe in the Holy
Trinity - the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. We
also learnt about other things such as what they wore,
what they ate and what they did to entertain
themselves. Did you know that it was very common for
children to drink beer in Ancient Egypt! It was safer to
drink beer than to drink water from the River Nile!
We created some non-chronological reports (fact files)
to record all the information we researched. Then we
concluded our topic by writing a newspaper report
about Howard Carter's discovery of King Tut's tomb.
We time-travelled back to November 1922 to report the news! We also learnt how to use the Puppet Pals App to create our own movie trailer of
the discovery!
The second book we learnt about is Harvey Milk's story about Pride! We learnt all about Harvey Milk's journey into fighting for the rights of the
LGBTQ+ community. We learnt that it is not okay to discriminate against anyone for who they choose to love. He created the rainbow flag as a
symbol of unity and equality. We created our very own speeches, based on the one that Harvey Milk gave at one of the many protests he spoke
at. We shared them with the year group so we could try to recreate the moment. It was so inspiring.
Finally, we have been very busy in Maths, learning various methods for Addition and Subtraction. We learnt how to do the compact column
method, the expanded column method, the number line method, the place value chart method and other efficient strategies. As we continue
our journey to becoming times table champions, we can't wait to learn about multiplication next term!

Ye a r 4 — W r e n C l a s s
We have been extremely busy in Wren Class this half term learning about important people
who have made a difference in society today. We have also loved learning about Egypt in
Writing, History and Computing!
In Writing, we have enjoyed learning about Ancient Egypt, especially the discovery of
Tutankhamun’s tomb and the life of Howard Carter. We didn’t know a lot about Egypt before
but now we know loads! We also loved reading the book ‘Pride’ and the history of Harvey
Milk and the rainbow flag. It has been really interesting learning about equality for LGBTQ+
rights. It was so much fun to perform our speeches that Harvey Milk would have said at a
protest in the hall with the other Year 4 class!
In Maths, we used column methods and number lines to solve addition and subtraction calculations. We have completed lots of word problems
and used bar models to find the answers. We have tested our times tables and getting really fast at remembering the correct answers.
We have been loving the book in Teaching of Reading, ‘The Polar Bear Explorer’s Club’ and we cannot wait to find out how the story ends before
the end of term! We have answered lots of questions including predictions, summarizing and inference questions about the story.
We have also learnt about Ancient Egypt in History and learnt about the process of mummification and how disgusting it was that the Egyptians
kept all their body parts in jars, even if it was to help the people in the afterlife. We really want to visit Egypt on a school trip!
In RE we are learning about Christianity and Jesus. We loved acting out the story of the Good Samaritan and figuring out the meaning to the
different parables that Jesus told. We have also learnt about
places Christians pray and important parts of the world
where Christians visit.
PSHE has been very interesting learning about democracy
and human rights. We have had interesting conversations
about which rights are the most important to us.
In Computing, we have been making our own trailers about
the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb! By Vera, Sophie and
Taylor
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Ye a r 5 — G u c c i C l a s s
It has been such an interesting term in Gucci’s class!
In Maths, at the beginning of Autumn 2 term, we have been learning about
negative numbers.
We placed them on number line, compared them and tried to solve different
calculations. We also looked at how negative numbers are used in everyday
life. After that, we were talking about area and perimeter of 2D shapes. We
have been calculating area of rectilinear shapes. Do you know what rectilinear
shapes look like? To calculate the area and ensure we knew the method to do
it, we were given answers to different questions and we had to check if they
were correct. We also decided which strategy was more efficient and why.
In English, we have been reading a book “Curiosity” by Markus Motum.
It linked to our Science topic and we really enjoyed learning about space. We explored books “Hidden Figures” by
Margot Lee Shetterly and “Curiosity” by Markus Motum. We learnt about human computers and Mars Rover’s journey to Mars. We
used different ways to describe characters and settings. Our final writing was about creating a narrative piece, based on “Curiosity”.
In Teaching of Reading, we have been exploring a book “Cosmic” by Frank Cortell Boyce. We looked at
comprehension skills for reading and learnt new symbols, then we applied them during our lessons.
We also reflected on what bullying is and how it affects others. To show the importance of
understanding this subject, we created posters and displayed them in our classroom.
In History, we have been learning about Battle of Lewisham. We used varied strategies to learn: through
drama, writing, drawing and discussion. It is so important to learn about local historical events. Do you
know why?

Ye a r 5 — M i y a z a k i C l a s s
Hello and welcome to Miyazaki class. We have had a great term in all subjects. We have completed
many fun activities and projects in lessons and we have all enjoyed it greatly. We would like to tell you
a little bit more about this term…
We have enjoyed learning many cool parts of Maths. We started with learning about co-ordinate grids.
After spending a few lessons learning how to find them, we played a fun game. We hid ten crosses on
a grid and took it in turns to guess our opponent’s co-ordinates. It was like playing Battleship. Then
we moved on to learning area and perimeter. A few days ago, we played a game and in the game we
rolled two dice and multiplied the digits, then we created a four-sided shape with that area. The
winner was the person with the highest total area.
In DT, we made some incredible moon rovers this was linked to our topic this term about space exploration. In our early lessons, we worked together to sketch our moon rovers in our books. Then we
used cardboard, glue guns, saws and plastic bottles.
We have really enjoyed learning about space and exploration this term, and have read so many
incredible books on this topic. Our first book was Hidden Figures, for this book we heard the incredible
story behind the space race that included 4 Black women who worked as ‘computers’ and without their
contribution the Apollo 11 would not have reached the moon and back safely. Our next book was
Curiosity – The story of the Mars Rover, we loved learning about the technology behind the mission to
Mars and then we created our own narrative stories based on the book.
For our reading lessons we have been reading the comical chapter book ‘Cosmic’ and discussing word
choices, summarizing what we have read and character personality traits. This term in our computing
lessons, we have been learning all about blogging and have begun creating our own Year 5 class blog.
We cannot wait to continue with this in January.
Overall, this term we have worked incredibly hard and discovered that we can do anything we put our
minds to. We have used our school value perseverance a lot as the work has continued to challenge
us. We are looking forward to the New Year and we hope you all have a lovely holiday. See you in 2022!
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Action Tutoring
Year 5—starting Thursday
20th January
Year 6—resuming Tuesday 11th January
We are really excited to have started Action Tutoring this term with Year 6. This has been an
opportunity for pupils to learn different Maths skills and methods from tutors, who give up
their time every week to help us. Every week children have the same tutor who works with two
or three of them before school even begins! Tutoring helps us to develop different skills in
Maths, developing our confidence as well as getting us ready for secondary school.
Congratulations to Julya, Adam, Carlton, Husni and Hanad for 100% attendance. It’s really
nice to be able to work with different people who care about our Maths and we are so excited
about starting this offer with Year 5 next term!

Ye a r 6 — E i f fe l C l a s s
Written by Shaheem, Scarlet, Luka & Isla.
In Eiffel class we have thoroughly enjoyed Term 2 and our learning throughout the
curriculum. One subject we all enjoyed this term was D.T, where we designed and
made our own Eco cities. We also enjoyed choreographing our winter
performances with Miss Chloe – our amazing Laban Dance teacher who has sadly
now left Dalmain.
We’ve also had a great experience in English; reading the story of Floodland (by
Marcus Sedgwick) we were inspired to write setting and character descriptions as
well as suspense writing using ‘show not tell’ techniques. The second book we
have been reading this term is called Fly Me Home by Polly Ho-Yen. It is a story
about a family who have migrated to London but we don’t yet know why, we’ve
enjoyed adding to our character profiles as we learn more about each character
(using our inference and retrieval skills).
In PSHE we haven’t just been learning (even though we LOVE learning), we
have also been thinking about our own mental wellbeing, as well as studying
human and children’s rights. Possibly our ‘highlight’ moment of this term was
with our music teacher, Mrs Jackson – we have learnt the song Blinded by your
Grace by Stormzy and it’s amazing!
Last but not least, in Outdoor PE we have been working on our hockey and
netball skills with Graham, and both of these team sports have been really fun
to learn. We hope the rest of Year 6 is
like this as it’s been a great term leading up to Christmas.
Here are some photos of our learning in
class – our RE project on Life and
Death beliefs and our “role on the wall”
activity in English, studying the
character Dooby.
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Ye a r 6 — G i u g i a r o C l a s s
It has been another busy term in year 6 - we have continued
to work hard and have enjoyed the variety of topics that we
have been studying.
As a class we have loved our ART/DT topic that is
linked with the RAFT project. We have enjoyed
working collaboratively to design and create our
own Eco-friendly building and cities. We were
also very impressed to receive a message from
Dell Camargo, who stated that our work was
imaginatively creative and transported her to
different worlds.
In Laban it was sad to say goodbye to our dance
teacher Chloe, however before she left she
helped us create our Winter Dance performance.
We then performed our dance to the other
classes in year 5 and 6, it was great to have a
live audience and to watch the other classes.
In English, we have been reading Floodland. It is a dystopian novel about a girl called Zoe, she lives
in England, which is covered by water. Zoe lives alone in the island of Norwich, lost by her parents in
the rush to escape. We have written character
and setting descriptions and we have also carried out some interesting research about cathedrals and produced a report.
Some of us have stated a debating club –
Debate Mate. This has been amazing because
it has shown us how we can be more confident and develop our public speaking skills. It
also helps us to make clever decisions and to
justify our choices in a sensible way.

CONGRATULATIONS!
A huge well done and congratulations to Ella
from Year 6 who passed her Grade 6 piano with
Distinction recently. She has worked so hard
and we are incredibly proud of her amazing
performance! Well done Ella!

Art
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This Term, we have seen some excellent examples of
drawing not only in art, but as a tool to develop ideas and
create blueprints for their own work. Children across the
school have been planning, designing and constructing all
manner of models and prototypes as part of a Design and
Technology focus.
In Y1 children this Term have been
learning about wheels and axles as
part of DT. Children learned about
their purpose and practical uses,
learning about a large array of
vehicles that require them, from
tricycles to trains. The project
culminated with the children
designing and building their own cars
using various construction
techniques. Children have ended the
term by learning a shading grip to
draw winter snowman scenes!
Year 2 children
created stunning
designs based on
the book ‘Ocean
Meets Sky’ to
create their own
moving pictures
using levers and
sliding mechanisms to enable
hot air balloons,
sailing ships,
whales and
castles to float through the sky.
Children in Y3
flexed their culinary
muscles to make
Greek street food
from
scratch.
Children
began by
learning
about
ingredients
in Greek
cooking, including herb taste testing before
researching recipes for Tzatziki, Flatbreads and
Dakos before making the dishes and sharing them
with their peers.
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In Year 4, children have been learning about great artists from The
Harlem Rennaisance, learning about artists including Aaron
Douglas and Elizabeth Catlett. Children have been studying an
array of new sketching techniques to recreate famous examples of
their work depicting power
through pose and the huge
contributions Black people of the
period made in music, civil rights
and building the infrastructure of
America.

Year 5 Have been designing
and constructing their own
Lunar Rovers. Children
designed their vehicles in
groups to a set design brief
and used this to build
prototypes.
Children in Year 6 children
have been learning about Eco-Cities. They have created their own incredible designs, inspired
by world renowned architects. Groups have collaborated to design and build architect’s
models of self-sustainable localities that create a city people can live and work in that has as
low a carbon footprint as
possible, taking sustainable
building materials and green
energy sources and green
space maximisation into
consideration. Our models will
be finished complete with
interior lighting and
vegetation at the beginning of
next term!
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Spor ts at Dalmain
Blackheath Football League

After a long break, it has been absolutely amazing to represent Dalmain Primary School in the Blackheath Football League. Matches
are on a Saturday morning, usually in the freezing cold on the Heath. We are ok but our poor parents have to wrap up like a pig in a
blanket!
Year 5 and year 6 boys have played four matches so far this season, we are playing well with a whopping eight goals scored. It has
been lots of fun to play against other local schools to test our ability and to develop our thinking as a team. We know we will have a
great season and hope to be crowned the winners, but the most important thing is that we
play as a team and have fun. Here are the scores from last weeks matches.
Yr5 V Horniman won 4-1 & V Launcelot won 3-0
Yr6 V Horniman won 2-0 & V Edmund Waller lost 2-1
The girls team is looking forward to starting their season in the new year. By Miller & Harry
An extra special well done for Dylan and Noah who both scored amazing goals, and to Sohan
and Harry for their hard work throughout the games!
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Music at Dalmain

Turning of the Year Concert at Blackheath
Halls
Tuesday 30th November
Our wonderful Dalmain School Choir had the opportunity to participate in the Turning of
the Year concert at Blackheath Halls, the first time in 2 long years. It was an absolute
privilege to see and hear our choir performing and below are a few accounts from our
fabulous performers!
The 30th November 2021 was a time that Dalmain will surely never forget. Early in the morning, choir headed to Blackheath halls on
the bus, simply buzzing with excitement!
When we got there we had out temperatures checked and our hands sanitised. The whole choir were over the moon. When we
entered the large, dark theatre space I had a sudden sense of appreciation mixed with excitement. You see this wasn’t the first time I
had done this, Dalmain has done many shows before this and this is all thanks to the wonderful Miss Eisele. After that we headed up
on stage to practise. ( Dalmain were right in the middle) Clare, who was the host of the whole thing announced that whoever she saw
the most into it and did all her actions would get special bells. Dalmain, out of all the schools, especially wanted these bells because
during parts of “I wish it could be Christmas everyday” you could ring them. So as usual, Dalmain tried their hardest.
The hard work payed off and I got the bells. After all the rehearsals, we ate our lunch whilst listening to the other schools sing. Lunch
ended and we headed back to school to enjoy the rest of the school day. At 7:00 that evening Choir met at Blackheath halls. Before
anyone was allowed in, all the schools lined up and got ready for the turning of the year concert. We first sang sing sing, then many
other followed. At the end, we sang one of our favourite songs “I wish it could be
Christmas every day” and I rang the bells. Sadly Ms Jackson will not be joining us for the
next chapter of out Choir life. But we have the amazing lovely Hayley with us. By Olive

All the rehearsing came down to this moment…. As we walked through the double doors
of the prestigious venue: Blackheath Halls, we were oblivious to the fun that was
waiting for us just around the corner.
The overwhelming excitement eased any negative and nervous thoughts we may have
had. We all clambered into our places on stage as we anticipated entering the
room. Alongside six other schools, we sang our festive carols so heart-warmingly and
joyfully that by the end all the crowd were on their feet dancing. I am sure, that in the
corner of my eye I noticed Miss Eisele smiling from ear to ear beaming with pride.
As the evening concluded, we all felt so lucky to have had such support from each other and all the staff at our school; especially
Miss Jackson, our singing teacher and Nick, the pianist! By Sohan

I can honestly say Dalmain choir was a delight to be a part of. and to be able to have the experience of sinning wonderful songs
amongst other schools is quite the opportunity! Sadly we haven’t been able to do these sorts of performances during covid-19, but it
is great to be back at black heath performing again!
At this stage I am in year 6, and I won’t be able to take part in this again, but I will remember my time as a part of Dalmain choir, and
I hope to do something like this again sometime in the future. Thank you for taking time to read this article. By Aurelia
The Dalmain choir has been coming together every week: we have been practicing songs such as Firefly and Ally Bally Bee (our two
solo’s). we also sang 5 additional songs with Claire as the amazing conductor. The week before the concert Claire came to practice
with us for 2 hours; this shows our dedication and hard work. But without our FANTASTIC singing teacher…Ms Jackson, we would
have never been as good as we were. She took much time and care in making sure that the Choir group was the best it could be.
Later making our performance at Blackheath hall the best it could have been.
As we stepped onto the stage the lights went out, the feeling of excitement was inside us. Then the first soundtrack started and we
sang, our rehearsals unfolded and the energy of the hall bought everything alive. By Sayaka

Our LAMDA pupils continue
to flourish in Term 2!
We have had a fantastic second half of
the term with our LAMDA pupils at
Dalmain! All of the children from
Reception to Year 5 have been working
on some fun seasonal poetry in the build
up to Christmas. The Year 1’s have
enjoyed exploring the poem ‘Chubby Little
Snowman’
and
made up
some
very creative actions to this while the
Year 5’s enjoyed group discussion
around the poem ‘A Week to Christmas’.
Our Year 6 pupils have now chosen their
exam Prose piece from their favorite
books
and have
started
the
challenging task
of learning one whole page and bringing it
to life using their acting skills and vocal
expression. They
have made some
brilliant progress
over the past few
weeks and we can’t
wait to see their
work develop
further in January.
We hope all the pupils at Dalmain have a wonderful
Christmas and we look forward to seeing you in the
New Year.
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Writing Laureate
Award
Since the start of this school term, we have been absolutely astounded by the standard of writing
that our pupils have produced. The following children have been chosen to receive our Dalmain
Laureate Award for their exceptional progress, use of high-quality vocabulary and application of
literary skills across the curriculum. Unfortunately we can’t invite parents and carers in to see their
work, but the children are incredibly proud it, and rightly so. We are so impressed to see what they
have achieved!
Look out for these future authors!

Reception: Kyron & Rome
Year 1: Kayla & Rohan
Year 2: Ivo & Freddie
Year 3: Nina & Dita
Year 4: Oskar & Zoe
Year 5: Aaliyah & Jahvid
Year 6: Leonardo & Masi
CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE!

Te r m D a t e s
Term

First Day

Last Day

Christmas Holidays

Monday 20th December Tuesday 4th January

Spring Term 1

Wednesday 5th January Friday 11th February

Half Term

Monday 14th February

Friday 18th February

Spring Term 2

Monday 21st February

Friday 1st April

Easter Holidays

Monday 4th April

Monday 18th April

Summer Term 1

Tuesday 19th April

Friday 27th May

Half Term

Monday 30th May

Monday 6th June

Summer Term 2

Tuesday 7th June

Friday 22nd July

July 2021
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Attendance
Your child’s attendance at school every
day is vital for their progress and
attainment, both academically and
socially. Poor attendance can affect
children’s ability to make and keep
friendships, which is a vital part of
growing up, and of course we don’t
want any child falling behind
academically at this crucial time in their
educational careers.
We have high aspirations for every
child, and we are committed to enabling
all of our pupils to achieve and sustain
the highest level of attendance,
believing that every lesson counts. We
encourage good attendance for these
reasons and to fulfill our statutory
safeguarding responsibilities.
90% Threshold for Absences
We work directly with families to support
good attendance and punctuality. When
a child has 20 or more days off school
during the year, their attendance will
be 90% or below.
Attendance Letters
If your child’s attendance falls to 90% or
below, you will receive a letter regarding
this. If your child’s attendance does not
improve in four weeks you will receive
another letter, and if your child’s
attendance still fails to improve then you
will be invited into the school for an
attendance panel meeting.
Sessions Missed
Each ‘session’ equates to half a day; if your child has missed 10 sessions for example, this means that
they have missed 5 days of school.
Covid Absences—DfE changes since September 2021
Unfortunately, when your child has Covid this will now affect your child’s attendance as per the DFE
guidelines which changed at the start of the academic year.
How to Contact Us
When your child is off school, please confirm this in writing via email. You will be asked to provide proof
of any appointments your child may have to the School Office either in person, so that the school can
retain a photocopy, or you can attach any relevant documents via email.
Please email attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk by 9:00am (when registers close) if your child is
not going to be in school, indicating the specific reason for their absence
Alternatively you can report absence via ParentMail under Absences.
Thank You For Your Support
We know that you, as your child’s parent/carer, want your child to get on well in life. Children only get
one chance at school, and your child’s chances of a successful future may be affected by not attending
school every day on time, and we thank you in advance for your support with this matter.

T h e Fr i e n d s o f D a l m a i n
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I n c l u s i o n Te a m

For other support you may need over the Half Term, we have a list of agencies and their contact
details on our website under Home / Parents & Carers / Safeguarding & Wellbeing

Christmas Facebook Live on keeping
children safe, offline and on phones,
games & devices
Some of our students will be lucky enough to receive new
devices, games consoles and phones for Christmas. Many of
the rest will have access in one way or another to
internet-enabled devices. We all want to ensure that
everyone in our school community has a safe Christmas
holiday, online and beyond.
We encourage the positive use of technology at school and often talk about the fun that goes on in lessons,
but we also discuss the scary things too throughout the year. As we approach the holidays, why not find out
about you parents can help – whether by setting parental time and age controls (before you wrap new ones),
or simply by finding out more about what’s going on?
There will be a Facebook Live drop-in for parents on Monday 20 December 7pm on the @LGfLDigiSafe
channel talking about staying safe online and offline too – what to worry about and what not, and how to
have tricky conversations at home. There will also be discussion of how parents can help with bullying,
relationships, criminal and sexual exploitation and simply starting tricky conversations!
Sign up now by heading to facebook.com/LGfLDigiSafe/posts where you can click ‘Interested’ / ‘Going’ on
the post to receive a reminder when it is about to go live.
Please also remember before buying Christmas presents that games,
series and films (including on Netflix!) have age ratings linked to their
content, not their difficulty (we often forget for games that they are also
rated 18 for the same reasons as films - language, sex and violence).
You may wish to visit the parentsafe.lgfl.net website where you will find
many of the resources that will be presented to you on the evening.

Drumbeat (ASD Outreach) Parent Drop-ins
Join specialists from Drumbeat every Monday on Zoom to discuss any concerns or
challenges you may be facing or gain a deeper understanding of some of the
difficulties being experienced and talk through practical strategies to support at home.
EYFS : Every Monday 20:00-21:00
Primary Age : Wednesday afternoons (fortnightly)
To join their mailing list and book your space call Alexandra Cronin on 020 7635 9022
Coffee Morning Drop-ins
How have things been for you and your families after the pandemic?
Come and have a chat with other parents and carers.
Monday 10th January 10:00-11:30am at Catford Mews
Thursday 24th February 10:00-11:30am at Catford Mews

I n c l u s i o n Te a m
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Inclusion Team Workshops—starting Term 3
Next term, the Inclusion Team will be running some workshops for parents. We will
discuss and share strategies to support families on topics such as
children's emotional regulation, use of visuals and speech and language
development.
Look out for more details in the New Year! We look forward to welcoming you to these
workshops in 2022!

CLUBS & MUSIC
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All clubs & instrumental
lessons will resume from
the week beginning 10th
January for a further
5 weeks this half term.
All dates can be found on
the school website.
We can’t wait to
see you next term!

Dalmain
School
Grove Close, Brockley Rise,
London SE23 1AS
Phone: 020 8699 2675
E: admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Twitter: @dalmainschool
www.dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk

