DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Newsletter—July 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
As another busy and eventful academic year draws to a close, it is important that we
reflect on and celebrate everything that has been achieved together as a school
community, despite the obvious and ongoing challenges. It has not been an easy year
for any of us, especially our children. They have demonstrated immense resilience and
are inspirational in their determination to make the best of every situation. It is clear
how much the children love coming to school and how much we all love having them
here; we sincerely hope that this year’s disruption won’t continue for much longer.
Within this newsletter there are lovely entries from each class, including reports from
our three residential trips to PGL and Naturesebase. We also have a regular online
presence via Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and now a YouTube account where parents
and carers can keep up with the work going on at Dalmain. Please have a look at what
we have been up to – we hope that you enjoy it!
After many years at Dalmain, we will be saying a fond farewell to Miss Mann, Miss Grant, Ms Sousa and Mr Phillips at the end of this term.
They have given a lot to our school during their time with us, and we know they will go on to achieve great things in their future endeavours.
We also want to say a huge thank you to the support staff team members who are moving on and to recognise how brilliant they have all
been. We are sorry to see you go but are grateful for the enormous impact you wonderful members of staff have had on our children. Thank
you for your hard work and commitment to Dalmain – you will all be missed.
We are hugely grateful for the enormous contributions and fundraising efforts of the entire school community to raise money to resurface
the Pen, our wonderful sports facility. We are delighted to announce that (drum roll, please….) we have raised an incredible £6,477! Wow!
We had hoped to get the new surface installed over the summer holidays but, due to a worldwide delay in the production of the surface
material, we have now booked for this work to be completed in September. We cannot thank you enough and are so excited to get this new
surface installed!
As always, the Friends of Dalmain have worked tirelessly throughout the year to support the school through their fundraising and
community work. This year has been no exception, despite more lockdown disruption, and we would all like to thank them for giving their
time so generously and for their unwavering commitment to our community across the year. You have made such a difference to our
wonderful school and what we can offer the children – thank you. If you are interested in getting involved next year, there is some
information within this newsletter – please see Page 16 – or you can find out more on their website at https://www.pta-events.com/
friendsofdalmain
A big shout out for the annual Summer Reading Challenge which will run digitally again this year. If you would like more information, it
can be accessed here: https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ . It would be great if you could promote this with your children during the
holidays, and we look forward to hearing all about the books that they have read during the holidays in September.
We do not know exactly what the next school year will be like, but we do know our resilience
and determination will continue to drive us forward. It is our amazing pupils that motivate us
every day. I will write to you again before the start of the new term to confirm any new
arrangements as a result of what happens over the next few weeks, and as always, you can
find our most up to date Covid risk assessment on our website.
And finally, we wish you and your families a wonderful summer holiday! Thank you for
everything you have done to support the school. Please stay safe and we look forward to
welcoming you all back on Monday 6th September for the start of the 2021-22 academic
year.
Kind regards, Ms Eisele—Headteacher

Mobile Phones: Please may we remind everyone that mobile phones should not be used at any time while you are on school
premises, particularly not to take pictures. We take the safeguarding of all children extremely seriously and must ask that
this is adhered to at all times while at school.
School Contacts:
All other queries: Please email Ms Shez Edwards our Office Manager at admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Admissions, breakfast club, meal choices or attendance: Please email Ms Kirsten Welsh our Attendance Officer at attendendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Finance or clubs: Please email Ms Christina Bruce our Finance Manager at office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Covid 19 related issues: please use our new email address: covid@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
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N u r s e r y — Tu r t l e C l a s s
We have come to the end of a most productive and enjoyable year for the Nursery staff and children. It has been an absolute pleasure
watching the children develop into confident and keen learners despite the ever-present threat of Covid. They have grown accustomed
to the frequent hand-washing and sanitizing which has become a part of our daily routine, and they even remember to cough and
sneeze into their elbow.

The children have embraced the Forest School ethos and are thoroughly enjoying the experience. We have noticed that children who
are usually less vocal in the setting are becoming increasingly animated and eager to share their findings with adults and their peers.
The children who will join our Reception class in the autumn term have been visiting the Reception playground as part of their
transition. The climbing equipment is exceptionally popular and they are all able to use it independently and confidently. They are
enjoying the experience and look forward to our daily trips to the Reception playground.
We were keeping scores during the recent European football matches and were very disappointed at the end result, but we celebrated
the effort that went into reaching the Final. The Nursery children were thrilled to be a part of the Road to Tokyo Paralympic Games
workshop and thoroughly enjoyed it. Prior to engaging in this event, the children
learnt about the ways in which games and sports have been adapted so that
disabled people can participate fully. Well done Turtle class, you have really made
this term a most enjoyable one. Special thanks also to our class rep., Katie, for
her continued support, and to all the parents and carers for being so patient and
kind to us during these challenging times. We wish you all an enjoyable and
peaceful summer break.

Reception—Bee Class
What an amazing year we have had in Bee Class! Despite the
many challenges and the different situations we have found
ourselves in, I cannot be prouder of the achievements the whole
class have made in their Reception year. Every child has made
progress with their learning and it has been lovely to see their
confidence grow.
We have had a busy last term enjoying a range of activities and
learning opportunities. We have enjoyed stories such as ‘Willy the
Wimp’, ‘Supertato’ and ‘Katie and the Starry Night’, and in Maths
have applied our number skills to solve problems and consolidated our knowledge of 2D and 3D shapes. It has been great to be able to put into practice all the skills we have learnt
throughout the year and to continue to build on that foundation for learning. We have also been very creative this
term: the children have enjoyed designing and making their
own superhero vegetables, painting their interpretations of Van
Gogh’s ‘Starry Night’ and drawing their amazing self-portraits.
The children have continued to enjoy our Forest School
sessions and had a great time taking part in our recent
Paralympics activities session. We have spent time discussing
our successes and sharing our favourite activities. We have
also begun to prepare for year 1 in our circle times, sharing how
we feel about the changes and discussing the exciting
challenges ahead. Well done to Bee Class; it has been a great
end to the year!
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Reception—Hedgehog Class
Creativity has been at the forefront this half-term, whether we have been in the classroom or in the
wildlife garden. From celebrating the work of different artists, including Alma Thomas, Jackson Pollock,
Henri Matisse and Vincent Van Gogh to creating our own tie-dye t-shirts, to learning about the ‘The
Beautiful Game’ and more recently the Paralympics, we have covered a lot of ground. In Maths we have
been revising 2D and 3D shapes. As well as this, we have been trying to solve mathematical problems
using our sharing and halving knowledge. In English, the Evil Pea paid us a visit and trapped many of the
‘Super Vegetables’. The children had a lot of fun discussing how we could teach the Evil Pea a lesson!

This year has been tough, but I could not be prouder of all of the children
in Hedgehog class and of what they have achieved.
Thank you to the parents for being so supportive as it has made teaching your children a joy. Every single
child in the class has managed to overcome challenges and as a result they have become more resilient
learners, which will benefit them greatly in Year 1. Well done, Hedgehogs!
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Ye a r 1 — D r i l l C l a s s
Well done Drill class, for an amazing Summer 2 term! Everyone who works with Drill class comments
on their excellent behaviour and attitude to learning., not to mention all their incredible progress
throughout the year! It is definitely worth taking a moment to celebrate their marvellous first year in
Key Stage 1. We had a bit of an interrupted term, having to switch to online learning for a while, but
the children showed lots of resilience. Thank you very much for all your support at home; we couldn’t
have done it without you.
We had a very interesting visitor in week 1… a penguin! We were so
confused about who this penguin was and where he came from that
we decided to write some questions to help find his owner. We read
the story ‘Lost and Found’, and worked out that the penguin wass just lonely and wanted a friend.
Thankfully Drill class are so kind we took him in as one of our own. At the end of the unit, we used all the
skills we have learnt this year to produce our best pieces of story-writing yet!
In Science we have been learning about animals and their habitats. We sorted animals into different
groups based on key characteristics, and learnt about classification names. This culminated in a visit
from the amazing ‘Spirit of the Wild’. They brought lots of animals for us to look at, touch and even hold.
They taught us all about why animals are classified in different ways and their ideal habitats. Feel free to
ask us whether an animal is a mammal, bird, amphibian, reptile or fish- we are experts!
We have had a couple of sporting highlights this term, including Sports Day and the Road to Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic workshop.
The children showed excellent teamwork values on both of these days.
Isla Mae- ‘I have loved everything so it is hard to choose! Spirit of the Wild was amazing because I
love all animals’
Nina- ‘I loved the Paralympics because I learnt more about it. I love that disabled people can
participate in the Olympics.’
Miliana- ‘Sports day was my favourite because I got to be with all of my new friends. It was so fun’

Ye a r 1 — F o s s a C l a s s
What a half-term we have had in Fossa class! The children have shown true resilience and
dedication to their learning through two isolation periods. Despite a challenging year, the
children have made huge amounts of progress socially, personally and academically and
this was wonderful to witness this half-term.
One of the highlights of the half-term was our ‘Spirit of the Wild’ workshop. The children were ecstatic to meet a skunk, a
snake, a bat, an owl and so many more amazing animals! The workshop leader was extremely knowledgeable, but the
children still managed to find new facts to tell him about the different animal classifications they learnt about in class.
They also showed how sensible and brave they were when handling the animals.
We had another very interesting visitor to the classroom in the form of a 3 foot-tall penguin with a sign around his neck
saying that he was lost, miserable and lonely! The children immediately made themselves busy making posters, writing
letters and asking adults around the school if they could help to find the penguin’s home. Eventually, we discovered the
book ‘Lost and Found’, and wondered if this could answer any of our questions. This led to the children writing their own
versions of the story about different exotic animals returning to their natural habitats, including a tiger returning to India, a
panda returning to China and even an alien returning to outer space!
Another exciting event was Sports Day, organised by our specialist P.E teacher,
Mr Curtis. Beforehand, we learnt about the
different ways of being both a good winner
and a good loser, so it was lovely to see
the children cheering each other on and
congratulating one another. The children
enjoyed various games including
hula-hooping, sprinting, long jump and the
classic egg and spoon race!
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Ye a r 2 — Ly n x C l a s s
Despite the unfortunate end to our term, we have lots of new and exciting
learning to reflect on from our final term in Year 2.
In English, we read ‘The Dragon Machine’ a story about a boy called George
who discovers dragons and endeavours to return them home. After we read
the book, we wrote our own versions of ‘The Dragon Machine’ and drew our
very own front cover of the book- which we really enjoyed.
In Science we grew our very own bean plants, it was great to see how quick
they grew over the term, and we recorded this information in our very own
bean diary. In Geography we learnt about Somalia and compared its
landscape
to the UK.
It is really
hot
because it is near the equator. We found out that in
the prehistoric days people lived in caves because
it was so hot, and we painted our very own
pre-historic cave paintings using water paints.
All in all, it has been an absolute pleasure to teach
Lynx Class. They have all shown a fantastic attitude
to their learning and I am sure they will take this
positive attitude with them to Year 3!

Ye a r 2 — N a r w h a l C l a s s
We have had lots of fun during our last term in Year 2. We
have enjoyed learning about plants in Science. We have
spent lots of time in the Wildlife Garden identifying and
naming different plants. We loved planting our own beans
too, and kept an observational diary that we updated each
week. We couldn't believe how big they grew! We also
became detectives when we started to notice some green
dragon tails appearing around the school. After further
investigation, we discovered even more dragons hiding in the library, and even reading our books! To
understand more, we read the book 'The Dragon Machine' by Helen Ward which tells the story of George who,
just like us, discovers dragons and helps guide them back to their home. We designed our own dragon
machines, wrote letters of advice to George and created our own stories!

Ori- My favourite thing was making a picture with lots of
resources like crayons, felt tips and sugar paper.
Rosie- I have enjoyed writing 'The Dragon Machine' story.
Stanley- I liked growing the bean plants.
Hester- My favourite time this term was
when we found dragon tails in the
classroom and library!
Magdalena - This term I liked doing English
with Miss Grant every day.
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Ye a r 3 — W r a s s e C l a s s
In Summer 2, our topic was The Ancient Greeks. We enjoyed learning about Greek
myths, gods and inventions. In English, we read some of Aesop’s Fables, as told by
Michael Morpurgo. We identified the features of fables and wrote conversations
between characters using direct speech. We then planned and wrote our own
fables with our own animals and morals, such as: ‘Treat others the way you want to
be treated’. We then illustrated and published these stories in a class book,
Wrasse’s Fables. This will be left in the book corner for future generations to enjoy!
We really loved Sports Day this
year, even though it was not as
normal. We participated in events
like javelin, sprinting and the long
jump. The funniest event was the egg and spoon race! A few days
later, we also did a Road to Tokyo workshop, where we tried out
some of the events
that will be featured at
the Paralympics (the
Olympics for disabled
people) this year.
In Science, we learned
about forces and friction, testing how things move with different weights
and surfaces. We also drew graphs to help make predictions.
It has been a wonderful year and we look forward to a fabulous Year 4!

Ye a r 3 — S a o l a C l a s s
In English, we enjoyed reading the book ’Aesop’s Fables’ By Michael Morpurgo, where we had the opportunity to explore
different fables and the morals in them, and then we wrote our very own fables. We also read ‘Cloud Tea Monkeys’, which
allowed us to continue developing our writing skills. We had a tea smelling session, and then wrote our own tea adverts
and designed packaging for our tea.
In Maths, we have been busy with measurements, exploring money, telling the time and consolidating our addition and
subtraction skills. We have really enjoyed our Maths lessons because we have been able to develop our skills through
practical and hands on learning. We estimated and measured height, feet, length of jumps and hops using standard and
non-standard units of measurement such as cubes and palms. We even found out that Miss Sousa was 83 cubes long!
In RE, we continued to learn about Buddhism and their beliefs. We learnt about the temple, meditation and the four noble
truths. We used Art to do sketches of the Buddha and of different Buddhist temples around the world.
We have really enjoyed Sports this half term. In PE, we have been playing netball, dodgeball and bench ball. We loved
Sports Day with Graham, where we were able to complete a range of exciting activities. We also did our Road to Tokyo
workshop and competed in different Paralympic activities.
We have had an amazing year and have really enjoyed our learning.
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Ye a r 4 — Ta p i r C l a s s
In Tapir Class, we have had a term filled with adventure!
In Writing and Topic, we have been learning all about Ancient Egypt. We created
PowerPoint presentations about many different aspects of Ancient Egyptian life, such
as mummification. Did you know that they pulled the brains out of a dead person out
through their nose?!
In Maths, we have been learning all about shape. We even did a really cool computing
workshop where we used Scratch to create colourful shape patterns.
The best part of the term was of course, Naturesbase! Many of us went on this amazing trip to Wales. Whilst it
was a long journey, it was well worth it. We got to build dens, shear sheep, do team building activities, toast
marshmallows over a fire, take a hike to the beach and even have yummy ice-cream. Delicious! One of the best
things about the trip was making theme parks for crabs using anything we found on the beach. We enjoyed it
so much that when we returned to school, we made theme parks for ants in the Wildlife Garden!
As we had such a busy term, we were rewarded with a talent show at the end of term. We got to showcase our
talents to Vaquita Class. We called the show Tapir’s Totally Got Talent. It was so much fun! We enjoyed
performances of singing, dancing, rapping, beatboxing
and even drawing. What a talented class!

Ye a r 4 — Va q u i t a C l a s s
Some of our class went to Naturebase, and on the Thursday
we were all particularly excited because that was a day of
many momentous activities. We made fires and to do that we
had to gather 350 sticks- which took a lot of elbow grease.
We also roasted marshmallows when the fires started to
brew. After that, we built dens in our groups and then had
pizza and ice cream. We spent the rest of the day buying souvenirs and writing in our diaries. We had an amazing
time at Naturebase and enjoyed every minute of it.
The week some children went to Naturesbase others stayed at school and had
a packed week of activities. We watched optical illusions and did some
origami, making some very
noisy poppers!. After play,
we played on iPads and
watched a film called ‘Over
the Moon’. We spent the
rest of the week completing
fun science experiments
and then had an amazing
day playing in Blythe Hill
with a lovely ice cream on
our way back to school.
By Robyn, Miller, Hassan &
Leah
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Ye a r 5 — A l b a t r o s s C l a s s
Our last term in Year 5 has been beyond
amazing! We’ve had a two-week lockdown, a
Paralympic project, a brush with Shakespeare
and an amazing adventure in Wales.
Our much-postponed, week-long residential
trip to Naturesbase in North Wales was an
experience to remember. There were amazing
activities, like a scavenger hunt, marshmallowtoasting and the game ‘Puttocks’. We also
walked six and a half miles to a beautiful
beach, where we sampled the local ice-cream
which was made of honey!
For those of us who stayed at school, we had an awesome week, too, with activities like
putting Mentos in Coke to see a chemical reaction, and learning about the forces that propel
paper aeroplanes.
The rest of the term has been fun, too. We loved reading the script of William Shakespeare’s ‘The
Tempest’, imagining that we were the Duke-turned-wizard, Prospero or his daughter, Miranda.
One of the highlights of the term was the day we got to try out Paralympic sports, like wheelchair racing,
archery, seated volleyball, blindfolded hurdles and goalball, which is like football but you are blindfolded
and the ball has a bell in it. We reflected on the diverse range of disabilities, but also on all of the
incredible things that disabled people can do, rather thinking about what they can’t do.
In Art, we loved combining data with shocking images to illustrate climate change and pollution.
Year 5 might have been interrupted by COVID, but we’ve still managed to have some fun. We are really
looking forward to being in Year 6, and to becoming more independent as we will be the group of children
at the top of the school. Year 5 may have been beyond amazing, but Year 6 is going to be even better!

Ye a r 5 — K a k a p o C l a s s
In Kakapo class this term we had a great fun doing many different activities that we had not done before! The start of the term was a bit
tricky because again, we had to learn from home for over a week. Despite this, we worked hard creating our own sci-fi versions of the book
‘Robot Girl’, reading ‘Cogheart’, and learning more about earthquakes, angles and Buddhism. We were full of enthusiasm and ready to get
back into the swing of things when we returned to school! Upon our return to the classroom, we started studying and acting out one of
Shakespeare’s great plays: ‘The Tempest’! We learnt about the features of a playscript and enjoyed discovering Elizabethan words and
phrases.
We have enjoyed many different workshops this term. The first visitor we had was Harry from RAFT (Retrofit Action for Tomorrow). We learnt
how our school would be updated to reduce our carbon emissions by insulating the walls and using windows that are double/triple glazed,
amongst other things. There will be generators placed in our playground that will be decorated using birch patterns and these will also
function as homes for our precious bees! Our next workshop was called The Road to Tokyo where we had the experience of practicing the
games/skills that Paralympians compete in. Our favourite activities were wheel-chair racing, seated archery and seated volleyball. The most
difficult skills were boccia, goalball and the blindfolded obstacle course. The four values of the Paralympics are courage, inspiration,
determination and equality and we could really see how important
these were during the activities. We tried to bring these qualities
to our Sports Day later that day! Our final workshop was provided
by the Royal Opera House! We warmed-up our singing voices, we
learnt some famous opera arias in French about love and we
used movement to help the audience understand the lyrics.
The fun didn’t stop there- some of the Year 5s travelled to Wales
for the Naturesbase residential trip! During this week we made
fires, toasted marshmallows, walked to the beach, built dens and
fed the farm animals. Back at Dalmain, the children had a
wonderful time with Mr Clarke, carrying out explosive
experiments, creating origami and optical illusions. This was an
amazing week of fun for everyone! What an action packed term
we have had to end an epic, fun-filled year! We are so proud of all
we have achieved together as a class and we are already excited
to see what next year holds!
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Ye a r 6 — O k a p i C l a s s
Written by George, Donnie and William
Welcome to our last newsletter of primary school. This has a very high level of
significance for us as this is our last week of primary school, and for some of us
it’s also our first newsletter! We are very sad to be sitting here – our journey
throughout Year 6 coming to an end –typing our newsletter. We are really
thankful for those who have followed our great voyage through the outstanding
Year 6! We hope you enjoy our last adventure through this past term!
PGL!
Although this was technically last half term, we haven’t had the chance to tell you about it yet! PGL was by far the shining star of Year 6!
Everyone that went had a fabulous time, and shared a cabin with friends! Laughter was shared, happiness was shared, and now there
will be “never-forgotten” memories in our mind! There was trapeze, Jacobs’s ladder, Zip Wire, Giant Swing, Campfire, Beach Walk,
Sensory Trail and many more!
English: Suitcase project
In Summer Term 2, we have really enjoyed reading the book ‘Some Places More Than Others’. Based on the book, we made our own
suitcases out of shoeboxes. We painted them brown and added handles, and inside we decorated them with everything that
represented our identity. As part of the project, we created scrapbooks including poems, diaries, letters, maps and recipes. We also
added family trees, interviews and pictures. We have all really enjoyed this project!
Road 2 Tokyo
This was the best workshop I can remember as it was based around the Paralympics and we were able to try: seated volleyball;
wheelchair racing; seated boules; seated archery (the class favourite,); and blind football (another favourite). This was the highlight of
the week! There were two very nice instructors who were there to help (probably because a lot of people almost fell over on blind
hurdles!).
Sports Day
Sports Day was very unusual this year; due to Covid-19 we were not able to book a field and couldn’t even do Sports Day with the other
class! However, this didn’t wear us down! We still participated with smiles etched onto our faces, enjoying every second of it. We
particularly enjoyed the Egg and Spoon Race as it was quite different to the other races we had practised (which were relay & hurdles).
Okapi Class Blog
This year we have been working on a class blog and we were very excited to create a ‘Year 6 Survival Guide’! We worked super hard and
even made our own logo! We love the outcome and hope the Year 5s do too! There are many different pages, including: PGL, Year 6
Quiz, SATS, FAQs, Teachers, and all subjects!
Art
In Art this term we have learnt a lot, but I think everyone in Okapi will agree when I say that our Jill Pelto inspired art was best! We drew
a photo of either a room in the school or the actual building itself! Once we had done this, we added a graph incorporated with the
school’s solar usage.
Maths - planning a holiday to Sydney, Australia
Maths last week was super fun! We planned a holiday
to Australia for the Ramsey family. In groups, we
planned which hotel they would stay in, the car they
would rent, the flights they would take, the fuel they
needed, and the activities to do there. We enjoyed
developing our skills in adding sums of money,
converting currencies and working out the best value.
TOR – The explorer
In Teaching of Reading we have been studying a book
called ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell. The book is
about four children whose plane crashes in the Amazon
on the way to Manaus. There, they try to survive by
building shelter and finding food. We have enjoyed reading the book particularly loved the Epilogue. All of Okapi class would really
recommend reading it!
Thank you so much for sticking with us throughout this Year 6 voyage! We enjoyed writing a newsletter for you, and hope the next Year
6 newsletters are just as good and enjoyable, or maybe even more enjoyable then ours! See you on the other side!
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Ye a r 6 — P a n g o l i n C l a s s
Our final term at Dalmain Primary School and it has been a busy one. As a class, we have been feeling nostalgic as
we reflect on our time at Dalmain; there have been so many wonderful moments and experiences that we have
shared together over the last few years.
We were not fazed by the sudden return to lockdown learning in the middle of this term and we all showed great
determination and resilience to carry on with our work. In English, we have enjoyed reading Beowulf as part of our
history topic on the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings. We were all impressed with each other’s powerful descriptions and
creative writing that emerged from this unit of work.
As well as this, we have been working on our suitcase project, collecting a set of time capsule objects that explore
our past, present and future. Using ‘Some Places More Than Others’ by Renee Watson as a stimulus, the artifacts
within our cases represent where we are from and what our dreams for the future are. We have also created special
project books in which we published our work from this unit.
We are currently putting together our final touches to our end of year production; Ms Jackson was impressed with our
superb singing and poor Ms Lorraine needed a few hankies!

S P O R T S DAY 2 0 21 !
Sports day was really exciting; children in the whole school were all part of a team (Red,
Green, Yellow or Blue) and competed against each other in lots of races and activities.
We were in Green team and Yellow team, and we can’t wait to find out which team won!
Although it wasn’t our usual sports day it was still
really, really fun.
My first activity was speed bounce, which is very
challenging as I am not a very good jumper! After
that, I went on to the beanbag throw where you
had to sit behind a cone and throw a beanbag as
far as you could. When we were skipping we were
paired up so one of us could skip and one of us
could count. This was my favourite activity and I
managed 42 skips! After a circuit of activities, we
did sprinting races, which was really fun as I just
love running. By Leila-Rose
I didn’t have a favourite activity, I liked them all! With the long jump, we had to stand behind the line and jump as far
as we could, but if you stepped forward when it was your turn you had to start again! With the javelin, we had to hold
the javelin properly with one hand and when we were
all ready, we threw it as far as we could. Mine went
further than all the others did but it was a really close
contest. We even had an egg and spoon race, with
very wobbly eggs! It was really hard and I had to go
really slow so the egg didn’t fall off! By Silas

Art
This Term has been another incredible showcase of the children’s
ever-growing talent in art. Children across the school have been
continuing to learn about our school’s carbon footprint, creating works
from abstract tree paintings and Street Art Collaborations to
combinations of scientific data and watercolour painting.
Reception had an art week this term, giving them the opportunity to
learn about new artists and explore painting techniques. This included
the abstract pattern work of Alma Thomas.
In Y1 children completed their
collaborative designs using inks and
acrylics on giant clingfilm canvases.

Year 2 children created stunning
abstract tree paintings with
pallet knives inspired by the
early work of Jackson Pollock
and Mondrian. They completed
the term producing beautiful
mountain landscapes in chalk
and charcoal.
Children in Y3 explored line and form to complete stunning sgraffito,
using gold foiled card and acrylic paints to carve out patterns inspired
by circuit boards.
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In Year 4, children have been learning how to draw the features
of the face by layering shading with a pencil. Our focus on eyes
included the work of artist M. C. Esher. Inspired by his drawing,
children reflected the impact of humans on the natural
environment to create detailed drawings of the eye, using
highlighting to create a space within to draw reflections.

Year 5 were able to see the fruits of their hard work
in a collaboration with AeroartsUK, designing and painting a mural at Ewart Hall
Community Centre (see the front page of this newsletter). The final piece really is a
masterpiece! Year 5 and 6 completed their watercolours inspired by Climate Artist
Jill Pelto’s stunning landscapes this
term. Incorporating carbon footprint
data and some truly outstanding
application of washes and precision
painting they have produced
work of exceptional quality.
Children in Year 6 then used
their knowledge of
watercolour techniques to
produce some beautiful
micro landscapes that are
now part of our newly
updated gallery space!

Writing Laureate
Award
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Since the start of this school term, we have been absolutely astounded by the standard of writing
that our pupils have produced. The following children have been chosen to receive our Dalmain
Laureate Award for their exceptional progress, use of high-quality vocabulary and application of
literary skills across the curriculum. Unfortunately we can’t invite parents and carers in to see their
work, but the children are incredibly proud it, and rightly so. We are so impressed to see what they
have achieved despite this turbulent year.
Look out for these future authors!

Reception: Leyla & Savanna
Year 1: Toluwani & Lilia
Year 2: Hiba & Taylen
Year 3: Grace & Kairo
Year 4: Amalia & Harun
Year 5: Scarlett & Sayaka
Year 6: Hannah & Eva-Celeste
CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE!

Lewisham SEND Advice & Suppor t
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Dalmain School Newsletter

The London Academy of
Music and Dramatic Art starts
to Dalmain!
We are delighted to announce that LAMDA
classes will be available for all pupils at
Dalmain Primary School from September.
LAMDA is one of the UK’s oldest and
respected awarding bodies and its
qualification is extremely beneficial to
young children as it helps them develop
confidence, overcome nerves and gain a
range of life skills. The LAMDA classes at
Dalmain will be delivered by Armstrong
Speech and Drama- we have an excellent
track record with 78% distinction in
Primary Schools. The classes will take
place for 30 minutes at a set time on a
weekly basis
Pupils will follow the Speaking Verse and Prose syllabus which is a regulated
qualification designed to develop a strong speaking voice and memory skills,
designed for individual candidates.
In the Winter Term, pupils will have the opportunity to showcase their performances
at the School. In the Easter Term, pupils will have the chance to perform at the
Bromley Festival of Speech and Drama. Finally, in the Summer Term, LAMDA exams
will take place. These are, of course, all optional, but wonderful for confidence.
The cost is £10 per small group session and invoices will be sent at the start of each
term. If your child wishes to cease lessons, a full term’s notice is required.
If this sounds like something your child would like to do, then please email LAMDA at
info@armstrongspeechanddrama.com for a sign-up form. Please also feel free to
take a look at our website www.armstrongspeechanddrama.com and Instagram
page @armstrongspeechanddrama to find out more about the extensive benefits
that our LAMDA classes have to offer.

We will circulate more information in September but hope
that many of you will sign up to take part in this amazing
opportunity!

T h e Fr i e n d s o f D a l m a i n

Te r m D a t e s
Term

First Day

Last Day

Autumn Term 1

Monday 6th September Friday 22nd October

Half Term

Monday 25th October

Friday 29th October

Autumn Term 2

Monday 1st November

Friday 17th December

Christmas Holidays

Monday 20th December Monday 4th January

Spring Term 1

Tuesday 5th January

Friday 11th February

Half Term

Monday 14th February

Friday 18th February

Spring Term 2

Monday 21st February

Friday 1st April

Easter Holidays

Monday 4th April

Monday 18th April
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I n c l u s i o n Te a m

For other support you may need over the Half Term, we have a list of agencies and their contact details on our website under Home / Parents & Carers / Safeguarding & Wellbeing

Changes to WhatsApp that may affect your child’s safety
WhatsApp has changed its group settings to include ‘everyone’ by default. This means that people
you don’t know can add you to a group without your knowledge. These people may sent items that
include scam messages, inappropriate language, invitations to meet etc.
You can change the default settings as follows:
Go to WhatsApp
Go into settings
Go to account
Go to privacy
Go to groups
Change from ‘everyone’ to ‘my contacts’
There may be other settings that are also open to
‘everyone’ as well – please check this.
It is important that if your child has WhatsApp downloaded you look at the settings and change
them to ensure their safety and to stop people they do not know being able to contact them.
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Covid-Safe Agreement
In addition to all existing school policies, including Health & Safety and
Safeguarding, we will be making the following agreements between children,
parents and staff to ensure that Covid-Safe behaviours are consistent for the safety
of all within the Dalmain community.
By sending your child to school we will presume consent to this agreement and that you have agreed to follow
government guidance on staying alert and safe.

Parents & Carers
Daily Procedures
1. If my child, or anyone in my household, shows symptoms of COVID-19, I will not send them to school. We will
self-isolate for 10 days as a family; I will get them tested and I will let the school know as soon as possible via
telephone to ensure effective track and tracing within the school community.
2. When dropping my child off and picking them up, I will adhere to the 2 metre social distancing rules and refrain
from bringing siblings to school for drop off / pick up where possible.
3. I will be on time when dropping off and picking up.
4. I will ensure that only one parent or carer will drop off and pick up children and that there will be no alternating
arrangements for pick up and drop off between families/carers.
5. My child will not bring any additional items into school with them.
6. My child may have their temperature taken on arrival and during the day if they feel or present as being unwell
7. I will remind my child about social distancing rules but accept they are difficult to follow.
8. I will teach my child how to wash their hands properly and support the school’s Covid-Safe Behaviours.
9. I will remind my child about the importance of “Catch it”, “Bin it” and “Kill it” for coughing and sneezing.
10. I will not be allowed into the school without a pre- arranged appointment (please make appointments via telephone
or email as normal).
11. I need to support all staff in their efforts to create an ‘as safe as possible’ environment.
12. Read all letters/messages/emails that are sent home.
13. Follow the usual absence reporting procedures if my child is unable to attend school on a scheduled day.
14. Reinforce any Covid-Safe related additional behaviour expectations.
15. Ensure that all items of my child’s school uniform are washed routinely to avoid the spread of the coronavirus on
fabric.
Suspected Case
1. If my child is deemed unsafe, he/she will be sent home and cannot return to school until they are safe.
2. If my child, or another child in the group, shows symptoms of COVID-19 at school, I will collect my child from school
immediately.
3. I understand that if my child is unwell at school, she/he will be immediately isolated from other children and staff.
Emergency Contacts
1. I will provide up to date emergency contact details.
2. Ensure that I/we make reasonable steps to ensure an emergency contact can be reached at all times whilst my
child is on the school site to ensure that they can be collected or sent home immediately if showing symptoms of
the coronavirus.

Pupils
As pupils we will:
1. Follow social distancing guidelines at all times: in the classroom, in the dining area, in the playground and moving
around the school.
2. Tell a teacher if we develop coronavirus symptoms (high temperature, continuous new cough, loss of smell or taste)
whilst at school.
3. Wash and sanitise our hands regularly as instructed by the teacher.
4. Sit at our allocated seat in the classroom and not move without permission.
5. Only bring lunch boxes and water bottles (no school bags, pencil cases etc).
6. Only use the stationery kits provided by the school: do not share or lend any of it.
* There may be slight adjustments in EYFS to reflect the different guidance for these year groups. Teachers will go through
this with parents / carers.

CLUBS & MUSIC
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All clubs & instrumental
lessons will run for 10
weeks during the
Autumn Term. We will
write to you in
September with more
information.
We can’t wait to
get started again!

Look at our
amazing art
work...

Dalmain
School
Grove Close, Brockley Rise,
London SE23 1AS
Phone: 020 8699 2675
E: admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Twitter: @dalmainschool
www.dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk

