Newsletter—May 2021
Headteacher’s Repor t

Dear Parents and Carers
The sun is shining and we have completed a full half term of normal school life. As I said in my last newsletter, it is an absolute joy to have
the children back in school, but this term we have also been thrilled to reinstate our after school clubs in addition to offering the full range
of instrumental music lessons. We have been overwhelmed by the enthusiasm of our pupils to sign up for these extra-curricular learning
opportunities, and we are looking forward to expanding our offer even further in the new academic year. For example, classes from the
London Academy of Music & Dramatic Art (LAMDA), one of the UK’s oldest and most respected awarding bodies, will be available at
Dalmain from September 2021 in a programme that is extremely beneficial to young children, helping them develop confidence, overcome
nerves and gain a range of life skills. Take a look at page 13 for more information!
As I write, some of our Year 6 children are off at PGL on the Isle of White and we are looking forward to some of our Year 4 and 5 pupils
having the opportunity to go to Wales for their Naturesbase trips next term. Our staff have done an incredible job getting these trips
organised at extremely short notice and I know that you will hear more about these trips in the next newsletter. Thank you to all involved!
We are also expanding our social media presence so that our community can keep up to date with the exciting learning happening within
the school each day. You can follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram, and don’t forget to check out our Art and Reception accounts
too.
And finally, a huge thank you to all of you for your incredible support in fundraising for the Pen and its new multi-use surface, which we
hope to get installed this summer. It will make the most enormous difference to our sports provision here at Dalmain and we are extremely
grateful for every single donation received. At the time of writing, we are over 25% of the way to our target of £5,000 so please keep
clocking up those miles, children, and keep sharing our cause with family and friends so that we can
hopefully reach our target early next term!
We wish you all a wonderful Half Term break and look forward to seeing you on
Tuesday 8th June back at school from 8:45am. Best wishes, Ms Eisele—

Year 4 Podcast Project
This term in Dalmain Primary School, twenty Year 4 students have
come together to plan the making of a podcast for the school. We
have decided that we want to have a podcast to show how
amazing our school is. It will share direct news from our school
with our listeners. During our project lessons we planned ways
we can fundraise for the equipment. One of our ideas was an
‘Aspirational Dress Up Day’, when all of the children at Dalmain
dress up in the outfit of the career that they would like to be when
they are older. For example, if someone wanted to be a ballet
dancer, they could wear an outfit suitable for ballet.
We need your help to raise funds for our project and we would be
very thankful if you could donate a few pounds on the dress-up
day itself. None of the money will be wasted, as we will use all the
money raised for the podcast project equipment and resources.
Let’s aspire together. #DalmainAspirationalDay date TBC.
Co-written by podcast group Year 4 (Tapir & Vaquita Class)
Mobile Phones: Please may we remind everyone that mobile phones should not be used at any time while you are on school
premises, particularly not to take pictures. We take the safeguarding of all children extremely seriously and must ask that
this is adhered to at all times while at school.
Reporting a Covid 19 case: Please email: covid@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
School Contacts:
All other queries: Please email Ms Shez Edwards our Office Manager at admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Admissions, breakfast club, meal choices or attendance: Please email Ms Kirsten Welsh our Attendance Officer at attendendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Finance or clubs: Please email Ms Christina Bruce our Finance Manager at office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Covid 19 related issues: please use our new email address: covid@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
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N u r s e r y — Tu r t l e C l a s s

The Nursery children continue to be enthusiastic and motivated learners. This term we have been learning about
people who help us, and even participated in our very own mayoral elections to demonstrate the importance of
making informed choices. The elections resulted in a hung parliament (tie) so we now have a newly elected mayor
and mayoress. Look out for their photograph; we spared no expenses in creating their costumes. A huge thank you
to all parents for continuing to support your children’s learning at home. They are developing lifelong skills and
continue to enjoy their educational journeys.

Reception—Bee Class
This half term in Bee Class, we have been super busy learning lots- about how to care for chicks, what foods we like and
dislike and how it feels to be shy or confident. We have enjoyed a range of fantastic stories including Charlie and Lola’s ‘I
Will Never Not Ever Eat a Tomato’ by Lauren Child and ‘Halibut Jackson’ by David Lucas. We have also enjoyed reading
traditional tales and learning about story structures. Our writing continues to develop and we are working hard at writing
for a range of purposes but with less help from a grown up.
In Maths we have had lots of fun learning how to halve, double and share numbers equally as well consolidating our
number knowledge about the number 10 and beyond. This term, the children have thoroughly enjoyed our inside and
outside role-play activities including a fruit and vegetable stall and a fancy clothes shop, named ‘Clothes Mania’ by the
children. We have, as always, been amazingly creative and are developing our gross and fine motor skills through a range
of activities. In Forest School we have continued to learn about the importance of looking after our environment, and
spent time during World Earth Day focusing on the damage caused to the environment by waste .
I am so proud of all the Bee children this half term; they are really working hard and it is great to see how far they have
come. Have a lovely half term break and here’s to a great final half term in Reception!
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Reception—Hedgehog Class
What a busy half term it’s been! From a royal party with VIP guests to breaking and entering, the children have
had experiences which they will hopefully remember for a long time!
We learnt all about the character, ‘Halibut Jackson’ and discussed how we can blend in as well as what makes
us stand out from each other. We even made our own clothes using different types of materials.

The children also took on the role as Crime Scene Investigators, where they had to look at the clues left by an
intruder, take notes and discuss who it may have been. They made excellent detectives and worked out very
quickly that it was Goldilocks! As a result, children created ‘Wanted’ posters to help locate Goldilocks.

The children have been exercising various skills including measuring, mixing and
kneading by making our own playdough using the ‘Self Service station’. They
enjoyed this and problem-solved if their playdough was too sticky or too dry.
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Ye a r 1 — D r i l l C l a s s
Drill class have had an excellent Summer 1 and we are all so proud of the children. They come to school
ready to learn and thrive every day. All the children are so supportive of each other and they have grown
up so much this year. Well done, Drill class!
We had a very interesting visitor in week 3… a Yeti! None of us saw him, not even our teachers, but we
know he was here because he left a note for us, and a giant, snowy footprint on the floor! He wanted
some friendship advice, because sadly everyone in the forest is scared of him.
Thankfully, he came to the right place and we wrote him letters to encourage him to be kind, friendly and funny just like us.
In Science, we have been learning about plants and seasonal changes. We planted our very own beans. We
documented their growth throughout the weeks and noticed how important sunlight, water and space were for our
beans to thrive. The majority of beans grew very tall, the record bean reaching 96cm!
In Maths we have been learning to split 2 digit numbers over 20 into 10s and 1s. We have shown this using bead
strings, dienes, and Numicon. We have made huge progress towards this target!
Every week we have been running one mile round the Pen in a relay to clock up the miles for Dalmain’s Run to
Tokyo. It is safe to say that a few of us now understand how important it is
that the PEN gets resurfaced! Your support for this campaign is greatly appreciated!
Zachary: ‘My favourite part is writing sentences in phonics, especially silly sentences.’
Oliver: ‘My favourite part is doing subtraction in Maths. I love working out the answers with the
number beads.’
Joanie: ‘I loved planting the beans because I liked measuring my bean. It grew to 87cm!’
Toure: ‘I loved learning about the Yeti. I liked writing a letter to him because he had no friends
and I want to be his friend.’

Ye a r 1 — F o s s a C l a s s
We have settled nicely back into the swing
of learning in Fossa class. We have started
our ‘missions’ work again, where the
children independently complete work
throughout the week relating to current
topics and skills. We have also been busy writing ‘helicopter stories’ and acting them out, making
leaflets to instruct others how to look after Planet Earth and writing our own versions of ‘Yeti and the
Bird’. Additionally, we have continued our work on two-digit numbers in Maths, grown our own beans and
talked about the different parts and functions of a plant in Science, begun learning about Islam in RE
and practised our map reading skills in Geography. Here are some of the highlights from the children:
‘My favourite thing was the leaflet about saving the world. It was fun making it’ – Amberlie
‘I liked doing our missions because the missions were fun to do because there’s loads of different ones everytime’ – Margaux
‘I liked doing the laptops it was fun writing little messages’ – Azaliah
‘I liked planting my bean because I like runner beans and we make them into
lovely soup at home’ - Mirabelle
‘I liked the leaflet because I like to draw funny pictures’ – Lukas
‘I liked walking around the school because it was so fun searching around
stuff’ - Jasiel
‘I liked to do the running for the miles because it was fun’ – Mabel
‘I liked doing RE because I like learning about different gods’ – Robin
‘I liked looking at the maps because it was really interesting to see all the
places in the school’ – Ivy
‘I liked making my own version of yeti and the bird because I like making books’ – Eddie
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Ye a r 2 — Ly n x C l a s s
This term, Lynx class have learnt many new and exciting things. We really enjoyed
learning facts about The Great Fire of London. In our writing we wrote letters to King
Charles II warning him about the dangerous fire spreading through London. We used
lots of descriptive language to describe the Great Fire and our writing was turned into
a light-up display by Miss Kempster! In History, we compared London in 1666 and life
today. Lynx class are very happy we no longer have to worry about the Great Plague…
or the lack of toilets! In Teaching of Reading we have been reading ‘Rabbit and Bear’.
Lynx Class thought the friendship between Rabbit and Bear was hilarious and thoroughly enjoyed this book. In R.E we looked at meals that are significant to us and
learnt about Holy Communion and what this represents for Christians. Then we had
our own
re-enactment by
sampling some
bread and Ribena- just like Christians have during
the Holy Communion.
‘My favourite part this term was when we learnt
about The Great Fire of London’ – Lucas
‘My favourite part this term was running to Tokyo
and raising money for our school Pen’ – Jasper
‘I enjoyed learning about division and sharing
sweets between two groups!’ - Olan

Ye a r 2 — N a r w h a l C l a s s
Narwhal class have been very busy learning about lots of new
things! We thoroughly enjoyed learning about The Great Fire of
London. We were amazed by how different London was back in
1666 and we were all glad that we live in London now and not back
then! We have also had fun learning about food and special meals
in R.E. We thought about meals that are special to us and we
sampled some bread and wine (Ribena) just like Christians have
during Holy Communion.
Owen: We had fun learning about
Jesus and The Last Supper. We also read ‘Rabbit and Bear’ in Teaching of Reading. My
favourite part of the book is when Rabbit ate his own poo. Yuck!
Aoife: This term we have had fun
learning about The Great Fire of
London. The most interesting fact
about the Great Fire of London was
that Samuel Pepys buried his wine
and cheese.
Archie: In R.E we drank some Ribena
and we ate some bread because this
is what happens during Holy Communion.
Mona: My favourite part of this term was when we learnt about food
and special meals in R.E
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Ye a r 3 — W r a s s e C l a s s
This term, our topic has been The
Stone Age. In History, we learnt
about what ‘prehistory’ means
before ordering key events in
prehistoric Britain. We became
estate agents and tried to sell Mr.
Phillips ancient homes, such as a
hunter-gatherer’s cave. We also
made images of Stonehenge on the
longest day, using water-colours,
wax candles and collage.
In English, we read ‘The BFG’ and described our own invented giants. We then devised plans, using
imperative verbs, to help Sophie and the Queen capture the evil, ungrateful beasts. Two excellent
ideas were to spray them with water jets from helicopters and drop Snozzcumbers from Spitfires.
In French, we learnt songs to help us name body parts and
count to 20. In RE, we learnt about Buddhism. Buddhists believe
that greed makes you angry and unhappy. We also learnt about
the Four Noble Truths as a way to help people live their lives.
In Art, Mr Roberts taught us to use scruffito to make circuit
board images; in Science we made finger-puppet shadows to
learn about light. Our highlights of PE were basketball, football and cricket. We have
also been walking ‘to Tokyo’ contribute to the School’s campaign.
Written by Silas, Josiah, Chloe D., Noah and Grace

Ye a r 3 — S a o l a C l a s s
This half term our topic was ‘Stone Age.’ We explored the text ‘The
First Drawing’ and re-wrote the story form the point of view of the
little boy. We also read ‘Stone Age Boy’ to help us learn about life
in the Stone Age.
In English, we enjoyed reading the book ‘The BFG’ by Roald Dahl.
We had the opportunity to re-write the section ‘The Plan’ where the Queen, the head of the Army and chief of the Air Force make a plan
to capture the giants. We made some creative and clever plans and really enjoyed inventing these! This allowed us to develop our
Literacy skills and we worked hard on our Handwriting and Spellings.
In Maths, we have been busy using our knowledge of division and multiplication to help us find fractions of amounts, shapes and
quantities. We have made our own fraction wall and we are learning how to add and subtract fractions. We have been doing a lot of
exploring and investigating and so deepening our knowledge and understanding of the four operations.
In History, as part of our topic, we learnt about life in the Stone Age. We looked at the types of houses they lived in, the tools that they
made, the materials they had access to and how life was like for a child. We also enjoyed making our own sunset watercolour picture of
Stonehenge where we used black card to make the stones. We looked at cave paintings and discussed the stories we thought they
were telling. We really enjoyed learning about pre-historic Britain.
In PSHE, we learnt about keeping our body safe: online, in school and at home. We made posters
and came up with rules as a class to help us and others to stay safe.
In Religious Education, we started a brand new topic on the Buddha. We have learnt about the Four
Noble Truths, why Buddhists meditate, the importance of not hurting living things, about the
Sangha and we have read different stories in the Buddhist religion and looked at the moral and
meaning of the story. We made our own little booklets all about Buddhism and the Buddha.
We are very proud of everyone is Year 3. Well done, and keep up the amazing work! Written by
Melissa & Jasiri
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Ye a r 4 — Ta p i r C l a s s
In Year 4, we have been very busy learning all about the
Romans. We were given some holiday homework to use
recycled objects at home to create a model of the Colosseum.
In class, we’ve learnt so much about the Romans that we’re
creating our very own flashcard quizzes! We’re going to test
each other just to see how much we’ve learnt over the last half
term. How much do you know about the Romans?
We have been learning about multiplication and division in
Maths. We learnt some methods of how to solve these problems, using the column method for multiplication as well
as the bus stop method for division. Knowing our times tables has really helped us with this.
In Writing, we read about a girl called Cinnamon, who was deaf and mute until a tiger
came to help her to speak. It turned out that she didn’t speak because she had
nothing to say. We created our own stories
based on Cinnamon. Our characters were
given a range of disabilities to choose from
such as deaf, blind, mute, immobility and
Tourette’s syndrome! We ensured that we
used lots of expanded noun phrases,
fronted adverbials and inverted commas for
speech, so that our stories were really
interesting!

Ye a r 4 — Va q u i t a C l a s s
In Vaquita class, we have been watering the new trees that
surround our school to improve our air quality. It was fun to reuse
water bottles from home, as we needed to water each tree with
20 litres!
Although the Olympics in Tokyo may yet be postponed again, we
are still running to Tokyo to raise money for softer flooring for the
pen so we won’t hurt ourselves if we fall over. We are hoping to
raise £5000. In our Philosophy Lessons we have participated in
fun games and interactive role play. Who knew Philosophy could
be so interesting!
We have been
reading the story of ‘Cinnamon’, written by Neil Gaiman; the
main character is a princess in India who is blind and who has
also decided not to speak. She then meets a mysterious Tiger
who inspires her to talk. We wrote our own versions of the story,
changing the setting and the characters.
We felt very inspired from reading the texts ‘Cinnamon’ and
from our reading book ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’, and we
also feel happy with all of our learning this term. We are looking
forward to new books and new activities next term!
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Ye a r 5 — A l b a t r o s s C l a s s
In our wonderful class we have had all sorts of
things going on this term.
We have been reading the 1,000-year old epic
poem and legend, Beowulf, as re-told by former
Children’s Laureate, Michael Morpurgo. We loved
the fight scenes, all the monsters, and especially
the scene where Grendel had his arm torn off! It was very gruesome and we loved it… to
Beowulf!
Inspired by this Anglo-Saxon legend - and by our own favourite stories - we imagined
ourselves in the role of a bard, then wrote about ancient, gory battles as part of our own savage and timeless Saxon tales.
We were delighted to be the first class to visit the Horniman Museum, post-lockdown. We visited the Nature Trail (a former
railroad), where we searched for mini-beasts in the pond, the meadow and the woodland. We made sketches of the
animals we discovered, including a snail we called Tommy. Amazingly, as part of a new art project on street art, we will be
spray-painting our mini-beast sketches onto a wall at the Ewart Road Community Centre – that artwork will be led by Mr
Roberts and a professional street artist, called James. We can’t wait!
And that’s not all…. We have composed out own music with Miss Jackson and learned
to play non-stop cricket and highball. We’ve also settled into new Maths groups, begun
philosophy classes, planned a school magazine, animated Anglo-Saxon stories in our
History classes and practised our counting and holiday planning in French.
It’s been an amazing (and tiring!) term, but we’re looking forward to making the next
one even better!

Ye a r 5 — K a k a p o C l a s s
Hear ye and listen well, we are about to tell you about the many adventures Kakapo class have had over the
last few weeks! This term our Topic has been the Anglo-Saxons. We have read a grim and gruesome book
called Beowulf and this has helped us to understand what life was like hundreds and hundreds of years ago!
We have written fight scenes, celebratory speeches and epic stories inspired by this book. We can’t wait to
display all of our wonderful work! Every Friday afternoon, we have used laptops and iPads to further research
life during the Anglo-Saxon times, and we have designed props and scripts to create our own animation to
present our learning.
In Science, we have been learning about the life cycles of different animals such as birds, insects and
amphibians. We have been looking at their different features too, so that we can classify different creatures.
We also had the opportunity to visit the Horniman Museum and we enjoyed exploring their nature trail. Using
nets, we found many mini beasts such as blood worms, pond skaters and wood lice in the pond and
meadow. We examined and sketched these creatures carefully in order to identify and record our findings.
These sketches were used to design a new street art mural at the Ewart Community Centre. We are really
looking forward to working on this mural as we know the results are going to be fantastic! As well as this, in
Art, we have been drawing geometric shapes, practicing many different shapes and perspectives as well as
developing our painting skills, using different shapes and shades to create texture. Our paintings explore how we look after the environment.
In PE, we have been focusing on cricket and we have been chipping away at our miles to Tokyo! We have enjoyed playing
diamond cricket and practicing bowling and catching the ball. We have also played fun games like splat, dodgeball and high
ball! We have also really loved our dance lessons with Chloe from Trinity Laban. We like how creative you can be in dance, and
we have been learning to dance with different football skills as well as other sports that interest us.
Some children in our class signed up for Bikeability. During this week of lessons, we practiced cycling on the road. We learned
how to indicate with our hands and how to check behind us. We had to maintain a certain space between everyone and it was
hard to keep it! We enjoyed earning our certificates and badges that told us how well we did. Now we enjoy riding our bikes
confidently!
While some children have been attending Philosophy lessons, others have been busy at work creating a ‘Dalmaniac’ magazine.
When we had the opportunity to look at the school’s artefacts in the spring term, we loved seeing the magazines that pupils
had made in the 1940s and we thought we should try to recreate this type of magazine again. In teams, we are working on
different sections of the magazine, such as fun facts, puzzles, jokes and competitions. Watch this space!
In circle time we having been passing around a teddy and when we hold it, we share things that we like about everyone’s
personality. Everyone has personality traits that we value and appreciate and we have enjoyed celebrating and taking time to
recognize each other’s positive personality traits. It has been an action packed, fun-filled term and we can’t wait to see what
the next term brings! By Lina, Jaina and Hanad
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Ye a r 6 — P a n g o l i n C l a s s
It seems almost strange to have completed a full half-term of learning without
lockdowns! The children seem to have quickly found their way back into school
routines, but they (and their teachers!) have found the last few weeks tiring and
are ready for a break.
Our English studies this half-term have been based on old tales and legends, with
a particular focus on the story of Beowulf. The original poem was written in AngloSaxon, but the text we used was Michael Morpurgo’s narrative version in modern
English- this was much easier to get a grip on. We particularly enjoyed writing a letter to King Hrothgar, giving him some advice on
how to defend and protect his kingdom against the monster, Grendel. We had to learn how to use the subjunctive to do this! This
has linked well with our History topic, where we have been looking at how Britain was settled by the Angles, Saxons and Jutes
after the departure of the Romans at the start of the 5th century.
In Maths, we have focused on converting between fractions, decimals and percentages to find equivalents, compare and order
them. Our problem-solving activities are always fun, especially when we have to work as a team.
Team-building was also an important part of our well-being programme with Talmud this half-term: his workshops are always
enjoyable and helpful.
Jill Pelto was our inspiration for this term’s art; she is an artist who combines climate change data with landscape to produce
some fascinating images. We created our own versions of her work using the school as our inspirational landscape, and some of
our work can be seen on Twitter.
We finished off our Science topic on the circulatory system with an energetic investigation into how heart-rate is affected by
exercise. Running on the spot tended to produce the highest increase, and it was interesting to see how quickly our heart rates
returned to normal. We must be a very fit group of children!
Our fitness has also been tested in our continued efforts to run to Tokyo, and in
PE we have been enjoying playing cricket.
We are currently enjoying our long-awaited trip to the Isle of Wight (and those of us
still in school are enjoying our week as well. We had a sneak preview of next
term’s Science topic of Light– see the photograph.), and are looking forward to
next half-term- which will be our last at Dalmain.

Ye a r 6 — O k a p i C l a s s
This half-term has been a challenging and tiring one for us all, as we have completed a full half-term at school for the first
time since October. Nevertheless, we have all managed to keep on working hard and doing our best both academically
and socially.
We thoroughly enjoyed our studies of Michael Morpurgo’s narrative version of the epic poem, Beowulf, particularly the
drama aspects we used to deepen our learning. Grendel was certainly a fearful monster, and writing a letter to King
Hrothgar offering him advice on defending his kingdom against Grendel produced some excellent writing. Beowulf is a
famous Anglo-Saxon poem, and our History learning also involved the Anglo-Saxons as we looked at how and why Britain
was invaded by Angles, Saxons and Jutes during the 5 th Century.
Our Maths learning was based on fractions, decimals and percentages. We learned how to convert between them so that
they can be ordered, compared and equivalencies found.
In Science we finished off our topic on the circulatory system by finding out about why water is so important for human
health, and we also carried out an investigation into the effect of exercise on our heart-rates. Once we had all learned to
take our pulse a fine- and exhausting- time was had by all. We were surprised at how high our heart-rates could be after
some strenuous activities!
Our heart-rates have certainly been increasing as we continue our run to
Tokyo- the cricket lessons we have been having in PE have also helped our
fitness and hand/eye co-ordination.
In Art we looked at the work of Jill Pelto, who uses climate change data to fill
in and create landscapes. Our own efforts in this vein used the school as our
landscape, and some wonderful work was produced using a variety of media.
This also helped us to think about the efforts that the school is beginning to
make to reduce its carbon footprint.
Right now, most of us are at PGL in the Isle of Wight (you will hear more
about this, we are sure!) and having a fine time, as are those of us who have
stayed in school.

Art
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Children across the school have been learning about our school’s carbon footprint, so this term in Art we have made links
with the impact on the environment and our day to day lives. From conserving energy to
saving trees, the children have once again produced stunning work applying their painting,
drawing and sculpting skills!
Reception
Every child is an artist on a daily basis in Reception! This term
children have been reading ‘Charlie and Lola’ stories. They
learned about using shapes to build body outlines and even
used proportion to paint their own wonderful characters in
watercolour.
Year 1
In Y1 we have been studying patterns and shapes that can be found
in plants and insects, drawing them
in sketch books first, ready to create a year group project involving
painting and sculpting their designs using inks and acrylics on
giant clingfilm canvases. Children have learned how to blend colours and manipulate tricky materials to produce beautiful art. We
can’t wait to see their artistry hung from the walls of our school!

Year 2
Year 2 children have been
developing new sketching
techniques and learning
the first steps in creating
perspective and depth with
amazing results. The
children have been using a variety of media to capture
different tree species, drawing them in various
landscape settings.

Year 3
At long last, Y3 witnessed their wonderful volcanoes erupt with giant ash clouds and
lava flows- in the Pen at the beginning of the term. The children have also been learning
the art of sgraffito, using gold foiled card and acrylic paints to carve out patterns
inspired by circuit boards. As part of their Stonehenge Project the children also painted
glorious silhouettes using watercolours and wax relief.

Year 4
In Year 4, children have been
studying thermographic images
of the school, discovering about
the links we can make between
colour and temperature.
Children have used inks to
create their own thermographic
images based on anatomy and
abstract objects to
demonstrate heat transfer.

Year 5 & 6
Year 5 and 6 have
been inspired by
Climate Artist Jill
Pelto’s stunning
watercolour
landscapes this
term, they have
been developing organic and geometric patterns
to draw and paint images of the school using
different watercolour washes.
Incorporating other areas of our learning,
including Maths and Science, their
completed paintings will also include our
own carbon footprint data
and information. The final
week of term will also see
Year 5 working with street
art muralist AeroartsUK,
designing and painting a
mural at Ewart Hall
Community Centre. We
will be sharing images of
their Mural next term!

Writing Laureate
Award

Page 12

Since the start of this school term, we have been absolutely astounded by the standard of writing
that our pupils have produced. The following children have been chosen to receive our Dalmain
Laureate Award for their exceptional progress, use of high-quality vocabulary and application of
literary skills across the curriculum. Unfortunately we can’t invite parents and carers in to see their
work, but the children are incredibly proud it, and rightly so. We are so impressed to see what they
have achieved despite this turbulent year.
Look out for these future authors!

Reception: Arabella & Gabriel
Year 1: Naomi & Vincent
Year 2: Zia & Mahlik
Year 3: Thea & Melissa
Year 4: Renee & Iris
Year 5: Colette & Charles
Year 6: Lara & James
CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE!

Lewisham SEND Advice & Suppor t
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The London Academy of
Music and Dramatic Art starts
to Dalmain!
We are delighted to announce that LAMDA
classes will be available for all pupils at
Dalmain Primary School from September.
LAMDA is one of the UK’s oldest and
respected awarding bodies and its
qualification is extremely beneficial to
young children as it helps them develop
confidence, overcome nerves and gain a
range of life skills. The LAMDA classes at
Dalmain will be delivered by Armstrong
Speech and Drama- we have an excellent
track record with 78% distinction in
Primary Schools. The classes will take
place for 30 minutes at a set time on a
weekly basis
Pupils will follow the Speaking Verse and Prose syllabus which is a regulated
qualification designed to develop a strong speaking voice and memory skills,
designed for individual candidates.
In the Winter Term, pupils will have the opportunity to showcase their performances
at the School. In the Easter Term, pupils will have the chance to perform at the
Bromley Festival of Speech and Drama. Finally, in the Summer Term, LAMDA exams
will take place. These are, of course, all optional, but wonderful for confidence.
The cost is £10 per small group session and invoices will be sent at the start of each
term. If your child wishes to cease lessons, a full terms notice is required.
If this sounds like something your child would like to do, then please email LAMDA at
info@armstrongspeechanddrama.com for a sign-up form. Please also feel free to
take a look at our website www.armstrongspeechanddrama.com and Instagram
page @armstrongspeechanddrama to find out more about the extensive benefits
that our LAMDA classes have to offer.

We will circulate more information in September but hope
that many of you will sign up to take part in this amazing
opportunity!

T h e Fr i e n d s o f D a l m a i n

Super Sports Sunday—CONGRTULATION GO TO…...
Sohan from Kakapo Class: Sohan completed his 1st ever triathlon event, competing in Crystal Palace against 80
other athletes on the day. Sohan finished in the top 10 of the non-club affiliated athletes on the day and 37th overall
at the event.
Nayan from Narwhal Class: Nayan completed his Yellow Belt grading awarded by his club Kaigaishii Karate
Association. We are so proud of you both!

Te r m D a t e s
Term

First Day

Last Day

Half Term

Monday 31st May

Friday 4th June

Summer Term 2

Tuesday 8th June

Friday 23rd July

Summer Holidays

Monday 26th July

Friday 5th September

Autumn Term 1

Monday 6th September Friday 22nd October

Half Term

Monday 25th October

Friday 29th October

Autumn Term 2

Monday 1st November

Friday 17th December
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For other support you may need over the Half Term, we have a list of agencies and their contact details on our website under Home / Parents & Carers / Safeguarding & Wellbeing

Changes to WhatsApp that may affect your child’s safety
WhatsApp has changed its group settings to include ‘everyone’ by default. This means that people
you don’t know can add you to a group without your knowledge. These people may sent items that
include scam messages, inappropriate language, invitations to meet etc.
You can change the default settings as follows:
Go to WhatsApp
Go into settings
Go to account
Go to privacy
Go to groups
Change from ‘everyone’ to ‘my contacts’
There may be other settings that are also open to ‘everyone’ as well – please check this.
It is important that if your child has WhatsApp downloaded you look at the settings and change
them to ensure their safety and to stop people they do not know being able to contact them.

Lewisham Foodbank
We know that anyone can find
themselves at crisis point for a number of
different reasons. If you need help from
the foodbank you need to be referred;
this is now done as an online referral.
If you need a referral to access the
foodbank, please contact Mrs Woodhall
on admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk .
Mrs Woodhall will then contact you. She
will take some basic details from you to
complete the e-voucher. This will help her
to identify the cause of your crisis and
offer practical guidance.
It also means the foodbank are able to
prepare suitable emergency food for the
right number of people.
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Covid-Safe Agreement
In addition to all existing school policies, including Health & Safety and
Safeguarding, we will be making the following agreements between children,
parents and staff to ensure that Covid-Safe behaviours are consistent for the safety
of all within the Dalmain community.
By sending your child to school we will presume consent to this agreement and that you have agreed to follow
government guidance on staying alert and safe.

Parents & Carers
Daily Procedures
1. If my child, or anyone in my household, shows symptoms of COVID-19, I will not send them to school. We will
self-isolate for 10 days as a family; I will get them tested and I will let the school know as soon as possible via
telephone to ensure effective track and tracing within the school community.
2. When dropping my child off and picking them up, I will adhere to the 2 metre social distancing rules and refrain
from bringing siblings to school for drop off / pick up where possible.
3. I will be on time when dropping off and picking up.
4. I will ensure that only one parent or carer will drop off and pick up children and that there will be no alternating
arrangements for pick up and drop off between families/carers.
5. My child will not bring any additional items into school with them.
6. My child may have their temperature taken on arrival and during the day if they feel or present as being unwell
7. I will remind my child about social distancing rules but accept they are difficult to follow.
8. I will teach my child how to wash their hands properly and support the school’s Covid-Safe Behaviours.
9. I will remind my child about the importance of “Catch it”, “Bin it” and “Kill it” for coughing and sneezing.
10. I will not be allowed into the school without a pre- arranged appointment (please make appointments via telephone
or email as normal).
11. I need to support all staff in their efforts to create an ‘as safe as possible’ environment.
12. Read all letters/messages/emails that are sent home.
13. Follow the usual absence reporting procedures if my child is unable to attend school on a scheduled day.
14. Reinforce any Covid-Safe related additional behaviour expectations.
15. Ensure that all items of my child’s school uniform are washed routinely to avoid the spread of the coronavirus on
fabric.
Suspected Case
1. If my child is deemed unsafe, he/she will be sent home and cannot return to school until they are safe.
2. If my child, or another child in the group, shows symptoms of COVID-19 at school, I will collect my child from school
immediately.
3. I understand that if my child is unwell at school, she/he will be immediately isolated from other children and staff.
Emergency Contacts
1. I will provide up to date emergency contact details.
2. Ensure that I/we make reasonable steps to ensure an emergency contact can be reached at all times whilst my
child is on the school site to ensure that they can be collected or sent home immediately if showing symptoms of
the coronavirus.

Pupils
As pupils we will:
1. Follow social distancing guidelines at all times: in the classroom, in the dining area, in the playground and moving
around the school.
2. Tell a teacher if we develop coronavirus symptoms (high temperature, continuous new cough, loss of smell or taste)
whilst at school.
3. Wash and sanitise our hands regularly as instructed by the teacher.
4. Sit at our allocated seat in the classroom and not move without permission.
5. Only bring lunch boxes and water bottles (no school bags, pencil cases etc).
6. Only use the stationery kits provided by the school: do not share or lend any of it.
* There may be slight adjustments in EYFS to reflect the different guidance for these year groups. Teachers will go through
this with parents / carers.

CLUBS & MUSIC
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The children have been enjoying
their sessions so much!

9th June—Y3 Computing Workshop
10th June—Y4 Computing Work-

All clubs & instrumental
lessons start the week
beginning 14th June for
5 weeks.

shop
Week commencing: 14th June—
Clubs & Instrumental Lessons
start for 5 weeks

13th, 14th & 15th July—The Road
to Tokyo Sports Events

(no clubs or instrumental lessons the week of 7th June)

July—Dates TBC– Sports Day in

If your child missed a club / instrumental lesson due to Bank Holiday Monday
or teacher illness, we will inform you of
the extra date after Half Term.

School (separate dates for each
year group)
Friday 23rd July—End of Term

Look at our
amazing art
work...

Dalmain School
Grove Close, Brockley Rise,
London SE23 1AS
Phone: 020 8699 2675
E: admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Twitter: @dalmainschool
www.dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk

