Newsletter—March 2021
Headteacher’s Repor t

Dear Parents and Carers,
It is an absolute joy to have the school full of vibrant young people again, to hear the excited chatter of children
down corridors and to see pupils back in school and learning. We cannot think of a better way to finish another
extraordinary term! Our pupils have settled back into the routines of school life exceptionally well, and we have
been overwhelmed by their energy, enthusiasm and engagement throughout this transition period. A huge thank
you to all staff for providing our children with the individualised care and attention needed to facilitate effective
learning, and to you, our parents and carers, for all of the incredible support you give to Dalmain as we have
adapted back to normal school life. It is hugely appreciated.
Unless rapid and decisive action is taken, today’s children will confront the immense challenge of climate
breakdown over the next few decades. At Dalmain, we are committed to educating our pupils about the climate
emergency and have started our journey to become a healthy, carbon neutral, climate-resilient community. We
have therefore been working with Retrofit Action for Tomorrow (RAFT), a community interest company committed
to providing education and retrofit advice to schools on the path towards this goal. RAFT’s mission is to help
school communities by combining a fun, active and educational programme with professional retrofit expertise to
improve thermal performance and so dramatically reduce carbon emissions. To give us an understanding of the
environmental challenges we face within our school, we have needed to develop our knowledge of the building we
learn in each day and about its history over the years. Thanks to the fascinating exhibition of documents collated
by Mr Woodhall, dating back more than 150 years, we have been given an enthralling insight into the Dalmain
Road Primary School (as it was called back
then) of years gone by! The children
examined the documents carefully and
learned an enormous amount about life at
Friends of Dalmain —thank you!
Dalmain, the people and the building. The
A very big thank you to all of the parents and carers who
have supported us by clearing out the allotment and the
next step in our eco-project will be to
wildlife garden. Your support makes all the difference and
spend the end of this term investigating
helps us to give the children the best learning
the school’s carbon footprint, following
opportunities possible.
which we will begin our planning to
And a HUGE thank you to Tonka, who supported us to get
the trees outside school sourced, funded and planted on
become carbon neutral. We are only at the
Grove Close and Brockley Rise. The children will be naming
start of this exciting project, but look out
them this week and each class has their own tree to look
for more information on what we have
after. These trees have already made such a difference to
the street and air quality, and we cannot thank you enough!
planned- including an amazing art
exhibition- next term!
If anyone is able to donate their time to finish organising
I wish you all a wonderful Easter holiday
and I look forward to seeing you on
Monday 19th April.
Best wishes,

the Library, we would love to hear from you —it is so close to
being finished and we are desperate for the children to
have access to a high quality library. We need volunteers
before the end of April so if you are able to give your time,
please contact FoD at friendsofdalmain@gmail.com
Thank you!

Ms Eisele - Headteacher
Mobile Phones: Please may we remind everyone that mobile phones should not be used at any time while you are on school
premises, particularly not to take pictures. We take the safeguarding of all children extremely seriously and must ask that
this is adhered to at all times while at school.
Reporting a Covid 19 case: Please email: covid@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
School Contacts:
Admissions, breakfast club, meal choices or attendance: Please email Ms Kirsten Welsh our Attendance Officer at attendendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Finance or clubs: Please email Ms Christina Bruce our Finance Manager at office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
All other queries: Please email Ms Shez Edwards our Receptionist at admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
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N u r s e r y — Tu r t l e C l a s s
Our eagerly awaited return to the Nursery
coincided very well indeed with the arrival of our
beautiful spring plants. Spring has certainly
sprung in our Nursery garden, and we have been
very busy watering and maintaining our outdoor
space.
We are pleased that our existing Nursery children are
readjusting to the learning environment and that our
new children are settling in very well.
We have been engaging in a wide range of activities
during the past week—have a look at our pictures to
see what we have been up to!
We were super-excited about the sport
challenges and the children exceeded all our
expectations by running, skipping and doing
lots of star jumps. Well done, Turtle Class.
The wellbeing of our children is very important
to us, and we thank Miss Mann for
demonstrating a variety of techniques
to keep them calm and happy.

Reception—Bee Class
We have had a busy time in Bee Class since returning to
school in March. We have all really enjoyed learning about the
new Spring season and reading a range of books and stories
on the topic, including our core book ‘The Tiny Seed’ by Eric
Carle.
The children have produced some lovely bird paintings and
stencil prints, and they have also written some excellent sentences using their phonic knowledge. We have enjoyed planting seeds, learning how to look after them and watching them
grow. We have spent time re-establishing our routines and getting the children used to being back at school altogether, and
we will continue to do this as the children gain more
confidence and become more independent in their
environment and when playing with their friends.
In Maths the children have learned how to estimate a
number of objects and have enjoyed making their own tally
charts. Thank you for your continued support during this
time; we hope that you are all healthy and looking forward to
enjoying a relaxing Easter break.
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Reception—Hedgehog Class
Over the last few weeks, Hedgehog Class have shown incredible resilience
and stamina in getting to grips again with routines and the school day. The
children have settled in well and rediscovered the different areas of
learning in the indoor and outdoor learning environments. The
deconstructed role play seems to be very popular with the children, and
many of them have been using their imagination and creativity to build
vehicles, ramps and even homes for animals!
As well as enjoying playing with friends, we
have also spent time playing circle time
games and discussing our feelings.
Using the story ‘The Tiny Seed’ by Eric Carle, Hedgehog class have
learned about what plants need to grow and have planted some
seeds themselves, which they have been looking after very well. We
have also visited the wildlife garden and started to notice some of
the signs of spring.
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Ye a r 1 — D r i l l C l a s s
Drill Class have come back to school full of smiles and laughter. We have been focusing
on getting used to our classroom environment again- and spending lots of time outside.
We have been reading ‘Beegu’ by Alexis Deacon and are completely in love with Beegu
the alien. We have been predicting where she came from, and writing instructions about
what you should do if you see her (keep an eye out- but don’t be scared, she is a friendly
alien!).
In Science, we have been learning about plants and flowers. We headed to the wildlife garden
to see how many wild flowers we could spot. We have also enjoyed being gardeners in our
small world area and look forward to planting our very own beans after Easter.
In week 4 we had a relaxing workshop with Miss Mann, who taught us lots of calming
strategies we can use when we’re feeling worried. Thank you, Miss Mann!
We have been impressing our teachers with how much reading we did at home during
lockdown. Our hard work at home also means
our Maths skills now include reciting our 2, 5
and 10 times tables!
Toure: ‘I loved running a mile around the pen!’
Logan and Oliver: ‘We like going to the wildlife garden because we
learn a lot there.’
Nina: ‘My favourite thing has been playing with my friends again.’

Ye a r 1 — F o s s a C l a s s
It has been a brief but eventful half-term! The children were so happy to
return to the classroom and see their teachers and friends. Year 1 have
been focusing on their playing and physical skills alongside Maths,
English and Phonics. In Fossa Class, we have been making good use of
the Pen, the wildlife garden and the outdoor area. We have also enjoyed
sewing, writing ‘Wanted’ posters for a missing alien, making board
games and playing different circle time games inside.
‘My favourite thing was running a mile in
the pen!’ – Elise

‘Running in the pen was good because I
was cold and then I got hot!’ – Ivy
‘My favourite thing was the toy dinosaurs
inside!’ – Vincent
‘I’ve enjoyed drawing and a little bit of
working.’ – Juliette
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Ye a r 2 — Ly n x C l a s s
Lynx Class have really enjoyed their return to school this term! In English we read ‘Tadpole’s promise’ and explored
the idea of what a promise really means. In Science, we learnt about habitats in Africa and this also led us to our very
own wildlife garden where we looked at the micro-habitats we found there. We also created our own wellbeing journals to share our feelings about coming back to school.
Here are some quotes from Lynx class members about their return to
school:
‘I felt scared because things were going to change, but then when I
came back I saw my friends and realized that nothing had changed.’
– Muriel.
‘I felt happy because I could go back to school and see all my friends.’
– Jasper.
‘I enjoyed Maths this term because I got to learn something I haven’t
learnt before.’ – Jackson.
‘I really enjoyed doing the
different sport challenges. It
made me very excited and tired!’ – Rhys
‘My favourite part of English this term was reading ‘Tadpole’s promise’. My
favourite part was when the two characters broke up because the Tadpole
turned into a frog!’ – Liam.
‘I enjoy sharing my feelings in my wellbeing journal.’ – Blossom.

Ye a r 2 — N a r w h a l C l a s s
In Narwhal Class we are all very happy to be back at school together! Miss
Grant is very proud of everyone for being so responsible and mature during
our return to school. We have been very busy catching up with each other
since we have returned. We have had lots of fun taking part in a sports
challenge and spending time in the wildlife garden looking for mini-beasts in
their micro-habitats. As well as looking after our physical health by doing lots
of activities, we have also spent time taking care of our minds. We started
our own wellbeing journals where we write about things that are important to
us. We are excited about doing lots of fun and challenging learning in the
Summer term.
Seb: ‘I really liked visiting the wildlife garden for the first time in a long time.’
Arabella: ‘I loved coming back to school because I get to see my friends and I get to
do some Maths which is my favourite subject.’
Hank: ‘I liked coming back to school because I get to see my friends and the
teachers are very nice.’
Stan: ‘I liked learning about how animals change when we were reading the book
‘Tadpole’s promise’.’
Nayan: ‘I want to thank all of the teachers and staff for helping us learn and keep safe.’
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Ye a r 3 — W r a s s e C l a s s
We were both unsure and excited about coming
back to school, but now we are overjoyed to be
playing and learning with our friends again. We
have completed some activities to help us
remember how to play and work well together. We
have also been doing the Dalmain sports challenge
on most days. On one day, we accomplished 3,000
star jumps between us!
In English, we read ‘Leon and the Place Between’ at home, which is about a magician called Abdul Kazam and
the mysterious place Leon visits. We wrote setting descriptions and diary entries pretending to be Leon. When
we came back to school, we wrote our own stories about a child who finds a mystical place– some of us chose
ourselves as the main character! It was great to be able to share our ideas with each other and to celebrate
our star writers, as this was impossible in lockdown.
In Maths, we continued to learn about 2- and 3- digit adding and subtracting. We have built up to doing column
addition and subtraction, where you have to exchange. For example, you can exchange ten tens
for one hundred.
We have also been
learning about the
Easter story in RE,
urban and rural
places in
Geography and
pets in French. Au
revoir!

Ye a r 3 — S a o l a C l a s s
This half term our topic has been ‘Magic and Wonder’.
As part of our topic, we studied places of wonder in the UK, their
physical and human features and compared urban and rural areas.
In English, we studied two books, ‘Leon and the Place Between’ and
‘The Heart and the Bottle.’ We started reading ‘Leon and the Place
Between’ whilst doing remote learning and finished it in school. We wrote our own version of the story in which our
main character went to a magical new place. ‘The Heart and the Bottle’ looked at a little girl who loses someone very
special and as a result she locks away her feelings. In class, we explored how important it is to talk about how we
feel. We helped the little girl to take her heart out of the bottle by writing her letters.
In Maths, we have been continuing to consolidate our place value knowledge and applying this to addition and
subtraction with numbers of up to three digits. We have used column addition and subtraction and learned about
exchanging and carrying. We are becoming more and more confident with our number skills.
In Science, we have been learning all about Plants and Forces. We have
carried out some fun experiments using magnets with Mr. Clarke and we
have enjoyed learning all about different forces and how they work.
We have focused on our wellbeing this term: looking after ourselves
physically and mentally. We have our own wellbeing journals which we
complete each day whilst listening to relaxing music. It has meant that we
are able to deal with our feelings and unwind each day. We’ve also enjoyed
doing the sports challenges, working really hard on our speed jumps and
star jumps!
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Ye a r 4 — Ta p i r C l a s s
In Writing, we have been studying Ernest Shackleton’s epic journey across the Antarctic. Our main activity (other than
reading the book) has been writing a newspaper article about his journey of courage, perseverance and most of all
endurance. A child in our class also brought in a book of Shackleton’s expedition that had real photos from their trip in it!
Recently, we were given the unique opportunity to look at some old artifacts from Dalmain School– some of which were
over 150 years old! These artifacts included log books (which we learned were exercise books with a padlock) where the
daily events of the school were recorded! We also came across pictures, newspapers, handwriting books and registers. We
were fascinated to learn that boys and girls had to be taught separately in the early years of Dalmain. This was similar to
what we learned about Shackleton’s journey to Antarctica, which happened in 1914-1916. Women weren’t able to apply
to be crew members because of their gender. On International Women’s Day, we learnt about some amazing women who
have made history by breaking boundaries. They included Michelle Obama, J.K. Rowling, Mae Jemison and many more.
We have been focusing on teamwork this term, as teamwork is crucial for many tasks. This week we have been doing
many lessons as a team. We have enjoyed having the opportunity to work collaboratively as that is one of our Dalmain
school values. This included creating
performances in Teaching of Reading for
a poem that we learned called ‘River
Runs Free’. We had to accompany the
words with actions and some sounds that
reminded us of being near a river. We
visited the wildlife garden in order to do
this so that we were close to nature.
By Walter, Imogen & Amelia

Ye a r 4 — Va q u i t a C l a s s
At home we were often unhappy since we could not see our friends
until our home school was over. Some of us had mixed feelings of
joy and upset, as we felt happy because we could see our families
more often, but at times we didn’t get the help in our learning we
needed. Fortunately, now we are back at school. Being back at
school did feel weird but nice. It felt weird because at home school
we only saw our class mates on Microsoft Teams meetings and
nice because we could talk to our friends and our teachers.
In outdoor PE, we have enjoyed playing basketball with Graham. In
indoor PE we have focused on stretches and team sports like
bench ball.
We have had fun participating in a school sports challenge. In the sports challenge, there were many activities
that were hard and some that were easy. We did star jumps, running and shooting hoops and many others.
In PSHE we have really focused on our breathing and feelings. At the back
of our class, we use a feeling chart to allow us to express our emotions.
We put a card with our name on it next to a current emotion: there is
green (ready to learn), which is where we all want to be, and there are
other colours associated with other feelings. We have spent time talking
about and practising wellbeing and mindfulness as a class, and were
lucky enough to have Ms. Mann teach us some more techniques, which
we have added to our wellbeing booklet.
By Miller, Leah, Seren & Christopher
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Ye a r 5 — A l b a t r o s s C l a s s
After months of online learning, we are so happy to be back at school and in Albatross Class.
Learning on Teams in January and February was okay, but we’d had enough of just staring at a
screen, so it’s great to be back at school and playing with our friends.
The whole class was asked to sum up our feelings about being back at school in a word. These are some of our words: happy, cool,
nervous-at-first, fun, ecstatic, middle-ish, overjoyed, over-the-moon and supercalifragilisticexpialidocious! So we hope you can see that
we’re feeling good about being back at Dalmain, even though all the changes in the last year have been a lot to deal with!
In class, we have been learning about all sorts of amazing things since we got back. We read the book, ‘Freedom Bird’, a story of two
young people’s escape from slavery, inspired by a mysterious bird. We then learned about Harriet Tubman, once enslaved herself, who
escaped slavery. Amazingly, once she was free, she decided to go back and help free hundreds of other enslaved people through the
‘underground railroad’, a network of houses which – interestingly – was neither underground nor a railroad!
We’ve also been doing lots of work on fractions. This was tricky at first, but as we learned the right method, we found we could add and
subtract fractions brilliantly! As well as this, we have been reading an eerie book called ‘Skellig’, and we also finished our class book,
‘Boy Overboard’, which told the amazing story of Jamal and Bibi, two refugee children desperate to dazzle all of Australia with their
football skills.
One of the most fun things about coming back has been learning about the history of the school. Ms Eisele showed us some of the
school’s records (or ‘archives’), which dated back 150 years to the 1870s. We also saw pictures of how
boys and girls were educated in different buildings (although they came together sometimes), and we
saw where - in olden times - children had to scrape the horse dung off their shoes before going into
school! It was amazing to think of children coming to our school 150 years ago. We wondered what
children might think of us in 150 years.
We are also really excited about helping the new trees outside the school to grow. We chose the name
for one of the trees ourselves. We had a vote and (in a very strong field) we plumped for Mallow.
By Colette and Takumi (with help from the rest of the class and Mr O’Donovan)

Ye a r 5 — K a k a p o C l a s s
This term has brought many smiles to Kakapo class. We have been able to see friends again and learn new things. From staying in
lockdown to coming back to the classroom has been a big change, but we have still had fun! Year 5 is a critical year to learn but our
teacher has kept the learning interesting. Our safe learning environment has lead the class to so many joys. The class has enjoyed
writing a biography about Harriet Tubman. We learnt about the life cycle of many extraordinary animals. Did you know there is such
thing as an immortal jellyfish? Neither did we until that lesson! We have also enjoyed PE with Ms Katie and our brilliant sports
challenges! This week we have already done 125 laps of the Pen, 1,737 speed bounces and 3,211 skips!!
In Maths, we have been learning about all types of proper and improper fractions and we have become more confident adding and
subtracting mixed numbers. In Art, we have been painting galaxies and using thinned out white acrylic paint to create the effect of
stars. We have started a new project on carbon footprints and are studying Jill Pelto’s art and using the medium of watercolour.

In RE we learnt about Christianity and the story of Easter, which is very relevant for this time of year (unfortunately there was no
chocolate)! In Teaching of Reading, we have been reading a book called ‘Skellig’- it’s a mysterious book that is both creepy and
astonishing! We are already up to Chapter 36 and we are eager to know how it ends! In Writing, we’re reading a book called ‘Freedom
Bird’ which is all about two children who escape from slavery. From these books we also learned about the American Civil War and
human rights. We thought it was atrocious how people forced children and adults to work all day until their hands were raw.
We have also been growing trees outside our building and we came up with some great ideas for naming them. We have been bringing
in empty 2 litre bottles so that we can water them and help them grow into beautiful trees that can benefit our environment.
Now for our most exciting news! We were given the opportunity to look at many artifacts from the history of Dalmain! The books were
old and musty and, brown from age. The pictures were old- black and white; we were in awe of the beautiful handwriting! Thank you for
reading, and we hope you enjoyed finding out about our learning this term! By Lina, Olive, Sayaka & Thisumi
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Ye a r 6 — P a n g o l i n C l a s s
During the Spring term, Pangolin Class have been having a fun yet confusing time. For starters, half of the term was
spent learning on Teams at home before we were finally allowed to come back to school after the lockdown
restrictions were eased. Despite this, we have been very busy both at home and at school.
We started this term finishing our fractions unit in Maths, and in English we been reading the ‘The Princess
Blankets’ by Carol Ann Duffy. From this learning, we made our own fraction games and in English we have been
writing our own modern fairytales. In Teaching of Reading we have been in awe of the remarkable journeys that have
been included in Levison Wood’s book ‘Incredible Journey’s’. We have also created some fantastic anatomical
drawings in Art.
We celebrated World Book Day at home. The mysterious Mr Peabody set us a task to create a book review of our
favourite book, which we then presented to the rest of the class via a Teams video call. It was great to see everyone
and to hear about their favourite book. James won the prize for Pangolin class – for his book review he created a
stop motion movie!
Back at school, we have continued with the learning that we had begun at home, and we were also set some exciting
new challenges! Ms Rose has set a Sports Challenge – we have been busy speed bouncing, skipping, hooping and
running in the hope that we can be the most energetic class in the school! Ms Eisele has asked us complete a project about making the school eco-friendlier and to consider our carbon footprint. Year 6 have been given the task of
waste management- how can we as a school reduce this? We are busying investigating this and will be reporting our
findings soon. As part of this project, there was an exhibition in the hall – the history of old Dalmain! Artifacts from
the past relating to the school and ex-pupils that had been found and kept
by Mr Woodhall were on display; some of the records dated back to 1871!
It was informative and interesting to read and learn about Dalmain and the
pupils that were here before us. We have also had well-being workshops
from Talmud, which are fantastic and fun!

Ye a r 6 — O k a p i C l a s s
Even though this term has been a challenge for all of us, in Okapi Class we
have all persevered. It’s now time to reflect on our fantastic learning and
what we’ve enjoyed this term. During lockdown, we enjoyed many of the
activities prepared for us whilst working at home. We finally finished our South America Encyclopedia projects which
were all amazing and unique. Whilst working on our projects, our independence has grown greatly. We also had
many events to look forward to and motivate us, including returning to school, and we were delighted that World
Book Day took place even though we couldn’t celebrate it in person. We enjoyed completing book-themed activities
involving arts and crafts – the results turned out amazingly well – and sharing our book presentations in a Teams
call.
Returning to school has probably been the highlight of our term. Last week, we looked at artifacts from our school’s
history – we had to wear special gloves before touching these major historic finds. Our class favorites were ‘The
Dalmainiac’ – a school magazine created by pupils – and the log books. In English, we finished reading ‘The
Princess’s Blankets’ by Carol Ann Duffy, and now we are writing our own modern-day versions and adaptations of
traditional fairytales. Ms. Rose also set us a sports challenge for the next few weeks. There were different activities
that we could pick from including basketball hoops, running, walking and skipping. At the end of the challenge, one
class from the school will be declared the winner depending on how many of each activity they have completed. We
are really proud of ourselves for already running 38 miles collectively (that’s more than a marathon!) and completing
over 3,000 skips in just 10 minutes – considering there’s only 16 of us it’s very impressive!
Art is definitely one of our favourite subjects in Okapi class, and in school and in lockdown,
we have really enjoyed the Anatomy project we have been working on. We produced hearts,
bones and plants throughout the home school period, and now we have face-to face
lessons again we have been creating different types of cell compositions, using techniques
such as shading, hatching and blending.
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Ye a r 6 h a v e b e e n h a r d a t w o r k … . !

Writing Laureate
Award
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Since returning to school, we have been absolutely astounded by the standard of writing that our
pupils have produced. The following children have been chosen to receive our Dalmain Laureate
Award for their exceptional progress, use of high-quality vocabulary and application of literary skills
across the curriculum. Unfortunately we can’t invite parents and carers in to see their work, but the
children are incredibly proud it, and rightly so. We are so impressed to see what they have achieved
despite this turbulent year.
Look out for these future authors!

Reception: Elia & Anaiah
Year 1: Rufus & Megan
Year 2: Lola & Bonnie
Year 3: Thierry & Daniela
Year 4: Ivo & Leila
Year 5: Edie & Carlton
Year 6: Josue & Joe
CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE!

M e n t a l H e a l t h & We l l b e i n g

During the spring term, Dalmain pupils became
wellbeing experts. Many children created their
own mini self-care kits, wellbeing books and
self-regulation resources.

BE KIND TO YOUR
MIND

Each class had a bespoke wellbeing workshop
where children
learnt different ways of self-regulating, co-regulating and talking about their
feelings.
They explored different breathing exercises
to calm the nervous system, activities to
wake the brain up as well as lots of fun
ideas to use at home and at school. We also
sent out the Wellbeing Wednesday
newsletter on Parentmail, which gave
families tips to support their self-care during
lockdown.
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Art

It has been wonderful to have the children back in the Art Room this term. In Year 1 children have
been flexing their drawing and painting skills to produce beautiful moons based on Georges Miélès
‘Trip to the Moon’. They demonstrated excellent blending and shading skills in art pencil and oil
pastel, mastering a shading grip. Children then painted moons inspired by Eric Carle illustrations in
watercolour, wax and salt!
In Year 3 children were tremendously excited to continue work on
their volcano models from our DT topic, building a village and trees
ready for the final eruption.
In Year 4, children have begun looking at
the environmental art of Jill Pelto.
They have used a mixture of watercolour
washes, developing colour blends to fill
organic and geometric shapes in preparation for final paintings based on our
carbon footprint!
In Upper KS2 Year 5 created beautiful mixed
media space paintings using acrylics, inks and
chalks, while Y6 studied abstract images of
cells. They produced beautiful, vibrant drawings,
choosing their own medium to apply the
drawing skills they have been learning
throughout the year.

Look at our incredible
work, inspired by the
ar t of Jill Pelto.

T h e Fr i e n d s o f D a l m a i n

Easter Art Competition
This spring FoD ran an Easter art competition and
invited all children to draw their best and most
colourful Easter drawings. There was one winner
per year group (see below), and our friends at
Sebastian Roche donated a lovely chocolate egg for
each of them (those who didn't win got a chocolate
bunny to say thank you). Some of the artwork also
features on the SR advertising boards you'll have
seen around the streets, and in the windows of their
houses over the Easter Trail weekend. Teddy from
Nursery sent this fantastic feathered Easter chick,
and Elizabeth from Yr5 this happy scene!
WINNERS!
Nursery - Teddy
Reception - Lola
Yr1 - Joanie & Anna
Yr2 - Stanley
Yr3 - Arthur
Yr4 - Iris
Yr5 - Elizabeth

Te r m D a t e s
Term

First Day

Last Day

Summer Term 1

Monday 19th April

Friday 28th May

Half Term

Monday 31st May

Friday 4th June

Summer Term 2

Tuesday 8th June

Friday 23rd July

Summer Holidays

Monday 26th July

Friday 5th September

Autumn Term 1

Monday 6th September Friday 22nd October

Half Term

Monday 25th October

Friday 29th October

Autumn Term 2

Monday 1st November

Friday 17th December
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I n c l u s i o n Te a m

For other support you may need over the Easter Break, we have a list of agencies and their
contact details on our website under Home / Parents & Carers / Safeguarding & Wellbeing

Lewisham Foodbank
We know that anyone can find themselves at crisis point for a number
of different reasons. If you need help from the foodbank you need to
be referred; this is now done as an online referral.
If you need a referral to access the foodbank, please contact Mrs
Woodhall on admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk .
Mrs Woodhall will then contact you. She will take some basic details
from you to complete the e-voucher. This will help her to identify the
cause of your crisis and offer practical guidance. It also means the
foodbank are able to prepare suitable emergency food for the right
number of people.

The Athena service, run by Refuge, provides confidential, non-judgmental support to those living in
the London Borough of Lewisham who are
experiencing gender-based violence. Our services
support women and girls aged 13 and over, and
men aged 16 or over – including those who are
lesbian, gay, bisexual, or are unsure of their
sexuality. The Athena service also supports transgender clients who identify as male, female, as another
gender, or are questioning their gender identity.
To contact them in confidence: Telephone: 0800 112 4052 or Email: lewishamvawg@refuge.org.uk

The last year has been hard for everyone in many different ways. Covid has touched everyone’s lives. Due to
Covid, many people have lost their jobs or are on reduced incomes. This can bring many anxieties with it,
including how to pay the bills while juggling limited money.
Debt Free London is a partnership of charities led by Toynbee Hall and funded by the Money and Pensions
Service, that provides free, expert advice to Londoners with problem debt.
The advisors support Londoners with all types of money worries - from rent and council tax arrears, to credit
card and catalogue debt. They work with clients to prioritise their bills & debts, helping them to write letters
and advocating on their behalf.
The most common types of debt they help with are council tax bills, rent arrears, and credit or store card
loans. Both council tax and rent arrears are ‘priority debts’ which can have serious consequences for the
ndividual – including the threat of bailiffs and homelessness. To contact Debt Free London, call 0800 808
5700. This is a free call and helplines are open 24hrs a day.
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Covid-Safe Agreement
In addition to all existing school policies, including Health & Safety and
Safeguarding, we will be making the following agreements between children,
parents and staff to ensure that Covid-Safe behaviours are consistent for the safety
of all within the Dalmain community.
By sending your child to school we will presume consent to this agreement and that you have agreed to follow
government guidance on staying alert and safe.

Parents & Carers
Daily Procedures
1. If my child, or anyone in my household, shows symptoms of COVID-19, I will not send them to school. We will
self-isolate for 10 days as a family; I will get them tested and I will let the school know as soon as possible via
telephone to ensure effective track and tracing within the school community.
2. When dropping my child off and picking them up, I will adhere to the 2 metre social distancing rules and refrain
from bringing siblings to school for drop off / pick up where possible.
3. I will be on time when dropping off and picking up.
4. I will ensure that only one parent or carer will drop off and pick up children and that there will be no alternating
arrangements for pick up and drop off between families/carers.
5. My child will not bring any additional items into school with them.
6. My child may have their temperature taken on arrival and during the day if they feel or present as being unwell
7. I will remind my child about social distancing rules but accept they are difficult to follow.
8. I will teach my child how to wash their hands properly and support the school’s Covid-Safe Behaviours.
9. I will remind my child about the importance of “Catch it”, “Bin it” and “Kill it” for coughing and sneezing.
10. I will not be allowed into the school without a pre- arranged appointment (please make appointments via telephone
or email as normal).
11. I need to support all staff in their efforts to create an ‘as safe as possible’ environment.
12. Read all letters/messages/emails that are sent home.
13. Follow the usual absence reporting procedures if my child is unable to attend school on a scheduled day.
14. Reinforce any Covid-Safe related additional behaviour expectations.
15. Ensure that all items of my child’s school uniform are washed routinely to avoid the spread of the coronavirus on
fabric.
Suspected Case
1. If my child is deemed unsafe, he/she will be sent home and cannot return to school until they are safe.
2. If my child, or another child in the group, shows symptoms of COVID-19 at school, I will collect my child from school
immediately.
3. I understand that if my child is unwell at school, she/he will be immediately isolated from other children and staff.
Emergency Contacts
1. I will provide up to date emergency contact details.
2. Ensure that I/we make reasonable steps to ensure an emergency contact can be reached at all times whilst my
child is on the school site to ensure that they can be collected or sent home immediately if showing symptoms of
the coronavirus.

Pupils
As pupils we will:
1. Follow social distancing guidelines at all times: in the classroom, in the dining area, in the playground and moving
around the school.
2. Tell a teacher if we develop coronavirus symptoms (high temperature, continuous new cough, loss of smell or taste)
whilst at school.
3. Wash and sanitise our hands regularly as instructed by the teacher.
4. Sit at our allocated seat in the classroom and not move without permission.
5. Only bring lunch boxes and water bottles (no school bags, pencil cases etc).
6. Only use the stationery kits provided by the school: do not share or lend any of it.
* There may be slight adjustments in EYFS to reflect the different guidance for these year groups. Teachers will go through
this with parents / carers.

MUSIC LESSONS
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D a t e s fo r y o u r D i a r y

Please look out for a separate letter
about instrumental music lessons
from the Summer Term 2021. We are
delighted to be in a position to offer
piano lessons on an individual basis
and the letter will also include
information about the cost of lessons
from April 2021.

10th May – Bikeability – Year 5

Please sign up for instrumental
lessons by TUESDAY 20th April 2021
for tuition at school during the
Summer Term!

ometry – Y5

27th April – Philosophy x 10 weeks –
Year 4 & 5
April/May – Street Art project, Ewart
Road – Y5
Mon 24th May – Scratch Maths
(Shapes) – Y3
Tues 25th May – Scratch Maths
(Shapes) – Y4
Thurs 10th June – Scratch Maths – GeWed 9th June – Visualising London:
past and present – Y5
TBC – Programming music with Sonic Pi
– Y6

H av e a l o o k a t s o m e o f
our fantastic ar t work...

Dalmain School
Grove Close, Brockley Rise,
London SE23 1AS
Phone: 020 8699 2675
E: admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Twitter: @dalmainschool
www.dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk

