Newsletter—December 2020
Headteacher’s Repor t

THANK YOU!

Dear Parents and Carers

After another extraordinary term, this newsletter is a celebration of the wonderful learning and
progress happening within school, despite the ongoing impact of the pandemic. Inside, you will find pictures and reports from our wonderful pupils plus more of the
beautiful art work from across the school. We hope that you enjoy it all.
With everything that has happened since September, my end of term letter has to say THANK YOU to so many people! It has been an exceptionally challenging 14
weeks, and I cannot express my gratitude enough to all within our wonderful community for your exceptional support, hard work and good will during this period of
continual change. Without everyone’s commitment to our covid safe behaviours, resilience and flexibility, and sheer determination, we would not have been able to
remain open and to have had such a successful term. Thank you.
We have been overwhelmed by the support of the Friends of Dalmain and for their backing with covid related communications, computer hardware donations, virtual
fundraising, organisation of the library and of course our wonderful new virtual tour of the school (see the website homepage: www.dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk) which
captures our commitment to providing a creative curriculum alongside educational excellence so perfectly. We cannot thank you all enough! We are also extremely
humbled by the amount of generous donations received to support the vulnerable within our community. All donations were distributed this week and were received
with gratitude. Thank you to the team who collected, sorted, packed and delivered these Christmas hampers.
I could gush all day about the exceptional staff and governors at Dalmain, a group of professionals who have shown immense resilience, courage and dedication
throughout this term. It really is a privilege to work with them. We have remained fully open because of them, and I cannot thank the team enough for providing our
children with the very best educational experience every single day. Teaching is a calling and you choose this career to make a difference to the lives of children, and
never has there been a staff body who personifies this passion more than the entire team at Dalmain Primary School since September. Everyone has gone above and
beyond in school this term, and we are so thankful for them.
As we look towards the new term, please can I ask that all parents and carers go through the
Covid Safe Agreement with your children before the start of the new term. We have included a
reminder of these expectations on page 13 but I will send out a further reminder in January.
After 2 weeks off, it will be important to keep up our high expectations in this area to prevent
infection in the new year.
There has been some speculation about potentially having a week or two of online learning at
the start of the Spring Term. This has been circulating in the press but, at the time of this
newsletter going out, nothing has been confirmed by the Department for Education – at this
stage, we expect all children to be in school as normal from Tuesday 5th January 2021. If we
do have to move to remote learning, children would be provided with online lessons from Tuesday 5 th January covering the curriculum as normal. However, and as with
all information received by schools since the start of the pandemic, we would not expect any instruction to be communicated until closer to the time giving schools and
communities very little time to prepare. As soon as we have any updates, we will write to you again.
And finally, despite all that has been thrown at the education sector, Dalmain has continued to thrive whilst providing stability and exceptional learning for our children
during this time of turbulence. There is no doubt that being able to stay open since September has taken the combined efforts of every single member of our school
community and the heroic efforts of our staff. Thank you to all.
I wish you all a very safe, happy and restful holiday, and we look forward to welcoming you all back on Tuesday 5th January 2021 for the start of the Spring Term.
Best wishes, Ms Eisele—Headteacher
Reporting a Covid 19 case: please email: covid@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Clubs – updated information: we are still hoping to run all clubs as advertised in our letter of 8th December 2020. However, they can
only run if there is an 80% or more uptake in each. We have not had as much uptake as we had hoped so some clubs are at risk of
not running in the Spring Term but we are extending the time in which parents/carers can sign their child up in the hope of generating
more interest – please sign up by the end of Tuesday 5th January 2021 at the very latest. We will then confirm if each club is running.
Payments need to be made up front for the whole term (10 weeks total) to secure your child’s place. We are only accepting card payments (please do not pay via ParentPay) and will be available on the following days and times from the KS2 playground (entry through the Main Gate) to facilitate this:
Thursday 7th Jan – 8:45-9:15 & 3:00-3:30 or Friday 8th – 8:45-9:15 & 3:00-3:30
Living Wall on Brockley Rise: parts of Dalmain’s external walls date back to when the school was first built in 1873. You will have seen the barriers up by the junction
of Grove Close and Brockley Rise as we complete maintenance works on them. The Living Wall has been trimmed back to facilitate these works and will be reinstated
as soon as we possibly can. In the meantime, thank you for utilising the nearby crossings and walking carefully around the barriers that are in installed on the pavement for everyone’s safety.
School Contacts:
Admissions, breakfast club, meal choices or attendance: please email Ms Kirsten Welsh our Attendance Officer at attendendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Finance or clubs: please email Ms Louise De Mornay our School Administrator at office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
All other queries: please email Ms Shez Edwards our Receptionist at admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Covid 19 related issues: please use our new email address: covid@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
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N u r s e r y — Tu r t l e C l a s s
I cannot believe that we are nearing the end of this most extraordinary year.
The Nursery children continue to grow in confidence and are beginning to
show an increasing level of maturity, we are so proud of them! The children
have been super busy in the Nursery learning exciting facts about the solar
system, they have immersed themselves in our Space topic and frequent
imaginary trips to Mars and Mercury have become common place!
They have also enjoyed spending time outside learning together in our
garden. Don’t just take my word for it, here is what the children have to say!
“I like playing with my friend Laura. We do painting, computer games, going
outdoors and drawing. My favourite is the computer games.” Emmeline
“I learn lots of things in Nursery, I like it when Mrs. Jackson does music.” Kit
“I like playing soccer with Kit.” Simeon
“I like to play in the garden with my friend Teddy.” Nathaniel
“My best thing in Nursery is climbing up the slide and swishing my ribbons in
the wind.”
“I like to play what’s the time Mr. Wolf?” Sacha
We are now in the throes of Christmas and there is a definite buzz in the air.
The children have learnt a number of carols and are looking forward to
sharing their performance with you - we hope that you enjoy it as much as
the children have. We wish you a merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Reception—Bee Class
This term in Bee Class, we have had lots of fun learning about Africa,
Diwali and Space. We have read a range of inspirational stories such as
Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain, The Story of Rama and Sita, Henry
Finch, Look Up! and The Way Back Home. We were all amazed when we
discovered part of a meteorite had crashed and landed in our
playground! We talked lots about where it had come from and thought
about what it might be like in space. We particularly enjoyed telling and
writing our own space stories. We have also enjoyed spending time in
our wildlife garden, produced some lovely artwork and made fantastic
models. It has been a busy term!
We are very proud of all the children’s achievements, they are making
great progress with their learning. They are becoming more
independent when applying their phonics knowledge during a writing
activity and when using their number skills to solve problems. Well
done Bee class!
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Reception—Hedgehog Class
Hedgehog class have had adventures galore this half term. We
have been on safari in Africa, celebrated Diwali in India,
zoomed into space and even been to our very own Wild life
garden!
As part of our Diwali celebrations, we made rangoli patterns
inside and out, the children tried Diwali food and learnt about
the story of Rama and Sita.
“I liked making Diwali lamps with glitter.” Sanako
“I liked eating the Diwali biscuit. It was yummy.” Savanna
For our Space topic,
the children created
large scale rockets, wrote rocket adventure stories and even
programmed Cubetto (the robot) around the solar system!
“I liked going to Mars in the Spaceship.” Howie
In Maths we have been learning about different types of
measures including weight (mass). The children discussed what
they thought was heavy and light as well as investigating how they
could balance the scales.
Forest School has also been a great success this half term. The
children have been in search for bears, climbed trees and
collected sticks for our forthcoming Christmas decorations.
“I like climbing trees at forest school.” Elia
“I like hunting for bears.” Milo
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Ye a r 1 — D r i l l C l a s s
Drill class have had an excellent term and have really enjoyed finding new learning opportunities in
our classroom and outside.
We have started ‘learning missions,’ where every week we can show how much we have been
learning in class. Once we complete one we can put a button next to our name.
Betty: ‘I loved doing learning missions and putting the buttons on my name chart when I finished
them.’
Nina: ‘I really liked learning missions because they make me feel really into learning, and made me
want to do more and more, and I would like to do four a day!’
We read ‘I Want My Hat Back’ by Jon Klassen and then wrote our own stories about animals that had lost their favourite items too. We
are now reading ‘The Magic Bed’ by John Burningham, which has taken us on many different adventures, and made us wish our beds
were magic too!
We have been thinking a lot about materials and what things are made of. We have been on a scavenger hunt of our classroom,
identifying different materials that are used. We even became inventors for a day and worked out the best materials to make a North
Pole Explorer’s hat to keep them warm!
During Maths Week we set up a shop in our classroom. Our hardworking shopkeeper volunteers made sure they were giving the correct
change! Our mathematics investigations have helped us to discover lots of new facts. Did you know that every odd number can be split
into an even part and an odd part?! We even tested our hypothesis on really large numbers!
Here are some of our personal highlights:
Zachary: ‘I enjoyed seeing myself as a baby in my picture in our science
lesson. And playing the game of guessing who was who as a baby.’
Joanie: ‘I really liked the maths learning game, when we flipped over the
coloured counters to partition our numbers.’

Ye a r 1 — F o s s a C l a s s
It’s been another busy half-term for Fossa Class! We have enjoyed reading ‘I Want My Hat Back’ and ‘The Magic Bed’,
which we have based our writing around. As a class, we adapted ‘I Want My Hat Back’ for our Winter performance and
have been rehearsing this as well as our songs, we are excited to share this with you. The windy weather inspired an
interest in kites by the children, and lots of them have been designing and making kites in the provision. There has also
been a lot of interest in book writing, and we have seen the children using their choosing time to make books of many
different genres, from horror to non-fiction! Well done to Fossa Class for another half-term of hard work and creative play.
Here are some highlights from the children:
Amberlie: ‘I enjoyed making and flying my kite. And practising the Christmas play. I am a snowman.’
Ivy: ‘I have enjoyed making a car with Mr Roberts in D.T. I loved colouring my car.’
Lukas: ‘We read a book called I Want My Hat back. We made our own game called I Want My Hat Back which I enjoyed.’
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Ye a r 2 — Ly n x C l a s s
We have had a fantastic half term in Lynx class!
Here are some quotes from members of the class
about the things they have enjoyed the most this term.
This term it has been great to come back to school and
see our friends after half-term away. I feel very excited
to come school now and I feel like it is going to be
‘EVEN’ better than a normal term – Bonnie.
This tem I really enjoyed practicing my handwriting in
class, I tried my best and now my handwriting looks a
lot clearer! – Jackson
This term in English we have read The Journey Home which is a story about endangered
animals. In our classroom we saw the footprints of endangered animals such as; elephant,
dodo, orangutan, polar bear and pandas. We saw a
poster about poachers who wanted to buy ivory tusks! We thought this was very wrong!
So we made our own poster finding the poachers who hurt elephants!
In R.E, I have enjoyed learning about Christianity and my favourite story from the bible
is the prodigal son. – Liam.
In Maths, I have enjoyed adding two digit numbers to
a one digit number and bridging 10. This is really
challenging but we all believe we can achieve if we
try our hardest! – Rhys

Ye a r 2 — N a r w h a l C l a s s
What a busy half term of learning we have had, here are the children’s thoughts on what
they have enjoyed learning about the most.
Aoife: This term in R.E we have been looking at Christians and how different people in
other countries celebrate Christmas.
My favourite activity this term was listening to stories of God in R.E
We have been learning about what cooperating means and we have been talking about
how to be a good friend to people. Also, we have been practicing our songs for the winter
performance. We are singing songs about friendship like ‘count on me’ and we have been
having fun with paper boats.
Lev: In D.T this term we have been looking at pulleys and levers and my favourite part was
watching the Bec Hill video because it was really funny. I liked making the pulleys and
levers because we had to do three funny stories and I did Cakes in Space.
Owen: This term we have been reading ‘The Owl and the Pussycat’ which is a poem
and we wrote our own version. We also found some animal footprints on each table
and we found out they were endangered animals from the book ‘The Journey Home’.
We decided to pick one of the animals and write about their dreams.
We did a fun activity in Science this term. We
made paper boats and we put them into water
and then added marbles. After a while they all
sunk! It was really funny. We called them Mini
Titanics!
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Ye a r 3 — W r a s s e C l a s s
This term, our topic was ‘Our Erupting Earth’ and we did lots of learning about
volcanoes and fireworks. In Geography, we learnt about how volcanoes are formed.
We even designed out own planets, complete with tectonic plates, fault lines and
volcano hot-spots.
In English, we read ‘Escape from Pompeii’, we really enjoyed the illustrations and
writing in this book, they helped us to pretended that we were the children escaping
from the eruption of Vesuvius! We wrote newspaper reports using headlines like
‘VICIOUS VESUVIUS ERUPTS’. We then moved on to
the book, ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’. For this, we described our own fireworks
using powerful verbs and adverbs, as if we were persuading people to buy them.
In Art, we sketched and painted a volcano before designing and making a 3D volcano
model, including miniature houses. We can’t wait to finish them. For indoor PE, we
made a volcano sequence to ‘Mars’ by Gustav Holst. We tried to change the levels and
tempo to show the lava pouring over the mountain. We really enjoyed creating a sense
of explosion in groups. In outdoor PE we played Basketball. We learnt to bounce pass,
chest pass, dribble and shoot. Luckily, it is a non-contact sport!
In Maths we learnt to subtract using different methods such as bridging to multiples of 10 and counting on to find the
difference. During Maths Week, we invented board games with Maths questions. It was great fun playing them!
In RE we learnt about peace in different religions. We made origami birds and put them up in the classroom to remind us
of the importance of peace. In PSHE, we investigated our feelings, for example by matching feelings to facial expressions.
In French we learnt to say how old we are and to describe classroom objects using colours.
It was an interesting and explosive half-term! By Lucien, Thea and Thierry

Ye a r 3 — S a o l a C l a s s
This half term our topic has been ‘Our Erupting Earth.’
As part of our topic, we studied volcanoes, primarily the Great Mount
Vesuvius in Pompeii. In Geography, we looked at how volcanoes are
formed and the places around the world, which are affected by
volcanoes. We looked at the damage that volcanoes can cause and at
some well-known volcanoes around the world.
In English, we have studied two books, ‘Escape from Pompeii’ and ‘The
Firework-maker’s Daughter.’ ‘Escape from Pompeii’ is about a boy
named Tranio and a girl named Livia who lived in the city of Pompeii. It follows the two children through the
city and during the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. We became reporters for the Dalmanian Times and visited Pompeii where we found the
city destroyed and unrecognisable. We spoke to some survivors and made notes on the damage done to the city. We then returned to
our office in Forest Hill and wrote newspaper reports. ‘The Firework-maker’s Daughter’ is a book about a young girl called Lila who is a
firework-maker’s daughter. She wishes to become a firework maker but her dad is not happy about this. Lila goes on a quest to find the
secret of being a firework maker. She stumbles upon many adventures. In class, we studied where fireworks come from, designed our
very own firework and advertised it and we were inspired to write firework poetry.
In Maths, we have been continuing to consolidate our place value knowledge and applying this to addition and subtraction with
numbers with up to three digits. We have used number lines to support us with this and we have been crossing tens and hundreds
bridges to visually see numbers and help us solve problems. We also took part in Maths Week England, where we made our own Maths
board games.
In Design and Technology with Mr Roberts, we have made our very own volcanoes using masking tape and newspaper. Once our
volcano models are finished they will be detonated using compressed air to imitate an eruption.
In Science, we have been learning all about rocks. We have carried out some fun experiments with Mr. Clarke and we have enjoyed
learning all about different rocks and their properties. We also looked at the rocks, which are formed after a volcano.
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Ye a r 4 — Ta p i r C l a s s
In writing, we were learning about play scripts.
We have read a book called Tar Beach, which is
about an 8 year old girl who can fly! At night time
she flies over buildings so she can own them!
We wrote play scripts based on the theme of this
text and were excited to be able to act out our
class version . Did you know play scripts have
certain qualities such as no inverted commas,
stage directions, when someone is speaking you put their name in the left of the speech
and speech directions that tell the speaker how to say their lines?
In Maths, we played a really cool game called Mathopoly to practice our addition skills. The
aim of the game is to get the most points by rolling a dice and moving around the game
board to answer sums e.g. 1452+1542. If you get the answer right you get points, some sums are harder and worth more
points. There are also challenge and chance cards that you might lands on. With chance cards you could get an extra 10
points of loose 10 points! With challenge cards you get extra points if you get the challenge correct. It is technically
monopoly but with maths questions! We are also doing addition and subtraction using different methods for example
column addition and subtraction, number line and place value charts.
In our topic work, we are learning about friendship. We have learnt about what
makes a good or bad friend, for example a bad friend would harm you or hurt your
feelings where as a noble friend will stick up for you if someone was bullying you
and they will also be kind and trustworthy. A good friend will always be fair, caring,
nice, fun, plays with you, doesn’t make fun of you and is always on your side.
By Younes and Anton

Ye a r 4 — Va q u i t a C l a s s
In Year 4, we have been learning about how to write play scripts from our
current text Tar Beach. We really enjoyed reading this book, the illustrations
were beautiful and really captured the story. This half term we have learned
how to use inverted commas in speech and dialogue. This was enjoyable to
learn about because now we can write full stories with dialogue.
In math’s, we have enjoyed learning new interesting equations and solving them with column method and by using
expanded addition and subtraction. We have also played a few games like Mathopoly and Roman numerals which are
really fun and help us practice the skills we have learnt in class.
We really been working hard on our Christmas performance practising three songs, Must Be Santa, 12 Days of Christmas
and Celebration. We are really looking forward to performing them and recording it for you to watch. Our Winter Concert
also includes some people were acting, you’ll have to watch it to find out who!
For PE, we have been dancing to African music and outside in the PEN we have been learning how to play netball.
In our circle time we have recently been watching the film ‘Hair Love’, a film based on a girls love for her afro hair, we have
been thinking about what we would say to the producer about what we liked about Hair
Love and maybe how he could make a part two.
We have been a really hard working class and we have
been encouraged by our wonderful intelligent and
fascinating teachers Miss Udoyen and Miss Brown. We
have been taught to love ourselves and in each and every
way this has helped us learn to be grateful and proud of
ourselves.
Written by Robbie, Shayla and Esther from Vaquita Class
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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Ye a r 5 — A l b a t r o s s C l a s s
Have you ever heard of the Hidden Figures? They are four African-American women, whose Maths and
Engineering expertise helped put John Glenn in space and Neil Armstrong on the moon. We found their story
inspirational – they teach us that you can work hard to achieve anything in life. Their stories remained hidden
until recently, but last year they won America’s Congressional Medal, so we wrote and performed acceptance
speeches on behalf of Dr Christine Darden, the one surviving Hidden Figure.
In history, we’ve learned about one of South London’s own ‘hidden figures’, Olive Morris. She protested
against poverty and racism in the 1970s. We also learned about the ‘Battle of Lewisham’ in 1977, when local
people marched on the streets because they were angry about racism.
In Science, we loved learning about the planets in our solar system. Fun fact:
did you know that, while a day on Earth takes 24 hours, a day on Venus
takes 5,832 hours – that’s 243 earth days. We’ve also made our own flying
rockets in DT!
On the subject of space, we read a hilarious book called Cosmic, written by
Frank Cottrell-Boyce. It tells the story of a tall 12 year old, Liam, who accidentally ends up flying to space with his funny
friend, Florida (who pretends to be his daughter).
In Maths, we’ve learned about interpreting data and drawing information onto line graphs. We also interpreted facts
about space, as well as studying negative numbers, addition and subtraction – we did lots of creative things that made
it fun.
For our Winter show, we wrote and performed a class poem, which we read to
go with our Winter dance – a journey from Winter on earth, through the
Northern Lights, up into space, then back to Earth.
This term, Year 5 had to spend two weeks at home to self-isolate, which was unexpected. We had lots of work to
do on Microsoft Teams, and we learned more about those Hidden Figures, Space, Maths, History, French, Art
and all the usual stuff. We were VERY glad to get back to Dalmain though!

Ye a r 5 — K a k a p o C l a s s
This term Kakapo class have become experts in all things linked to teams! During the self-isolation period, the class worked relentlessly on Microsoft
Teams to complete their learning at home. We were all delighted to return to school and work together again. In class we have been focusing on
improving our teamwork skills: listening to each other, choosing kind and encouraging words, compromising and taking turns. We were thrilled (and
surprised!) when we heard that we had won a prize at the balloon race and as our prize was to have some ‘treat time’. For our treat, we decorated our
class windows with chalk pens and linked the decorations to our theme on team work!
Writing and Reading
This term we have read two contrasting books linked to our Science topic on Space. We have written several impressive pieces of
writing based on Hidden Figures including formal letter of advice, diary entries, Apollo 11 reports, opinion pieces and of course,
inspiring acceptance speeches on behalf of Christine Darden. Each child in Kakapo class practiced their speech at home, carefully
edited their work and read their speech aloud as if they were truly speaking at the White House! They were good. They were
REALLY good. Each child spoke clearly, confidently and with great passion. Their messages of equality and resilience were
heartfelt and powerful. It was so wonderful to see all the children supporting and encouraging each other when they were reading
their speeches aloud.
Maths
In Maths, we have covered a range of topics such as, reading and understanding different representations of
data, Roman numerals, and negative numbers. We have also done a lot of number crunching using addition
and subtraction! We have played games, cracked codes and explained our work using fancy words such as
addend, minuend and subtrahend and we have applied our understanding by solving two-step word problems.
But wait…there’s more!
The learning does not stop there! We have been busy
preparing our winter dance performance and we can’t wait
for you to see it! With Graham, we have been enjoying playing netball and football. In Computing, we
have been working on our programming skills using Minecraft and Scratch. In DT, we have been
designing and creating flying machines and in Art we have finished our ‘Lost Thing’ masterpieces! In
History, we have been looking closer to home and discovering our own ‘Hidden Figures’ such as Olive
Morris and have learned about the ‘Battle of Lewisham’.
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Ye a r 6 — P a n g o l i n C l a s s
In Pangolin class, we have been very busy this term. We have created an acrostic poem to show all
the amazing learning that we have been doing.

An unforgotten coat appeared in our classroom!
Utterly cool science experiments. Our topic this term has been electricity and we have been
creating circuits.

Trinity Laban winter performances, sensational snowflakes we were.
Ultimate team – Pangolin class are a very talented bunch!
Marvelous art landscapes and cool urban art on our classroom windows to give 2020 the heave ho!
Netball has been our focus sport in outdoor PE.
Teaching of Reading, we love reading and have enjoyed our book this term: Fly Me Home by Polly
Ho-Yen.

Eco- friendly designs. In Design Technology, we were planning and creating innovative products
-coming to a store near you in the future (watch this space!)

Rockets! In English, we made Alka-Seltzer rockets and then wrote excellent explanations on
how they were propelled upwards – to infinity and beyond!

Ye a r 6 — O k a p i C l a s s
Written by the pupils

Another term draws to a close; Okapi class celebrate their successes:
Unforgotten Coat – our English text about Mongolian brothers Chingis & Nergui – will
they escape the demon?

Terrific Computing; Coding is fun!
Understanding and challenging stereotypes in our PSHE lessons – we can be whoever
we want!

Maths brains whizzing; our methods using the ‘four operations’ improving
Never a dull moment, not forgetting our Winter dance performance in Laban – the
“snake” routine!

Twitter fame: sensational paintings of galaxies and nebulas using acrylics
Even when it’s cold, P.E. beats all – team building and playing many different sports
Rocket experiment – the Alka-Seltzer made our rockets fizz & soar and caused a commotion!

Making outfits out of recycled materials in D.T. – many memories made!

Art
It has been a busy term for Art and DT across the school. In KS1 children have been focusing on DT, with Year 1 children building their
own vehicles as part of their topic on wheels and axles. We had some Wacky Racers, flying machines and a wonderful 8 wheeled HGV!

In Year 2 children made their own delightful moving pictures using levers and sliding mechanisms as part of their DT topic, based on
the children’s books ‘Cakes in Space’, ‘The Journey Home’ and ‘The Owl and the Pussycat’.
In Year 3 children have been busy drawing and constructing their own exploding volcanoes using tubing and compressed air to create
their own erupting ash clouds! Year 4 children have been developing their observational drawing skills, learning new shading and
sketching techniques to draw incredible microscopic images.

Author and illustrator Shaun Tan’s book ‘The Lost Thing provided inspiration to Year 5’s drawing focus, who explored 2 and 1-point
perspective to add depth to their beautiful illustrations. In DT, they have been busy designing and building their own aeroplanes,
rockets and helicopters!

In DT, Year 6 children have been building and designing some ingenious prototype machines to solve the impact of plastic pollution,
ranging from recycled plastic fashion to giant ocean filters!
After painting fantastic landscapes last term our attention was turned to above and beyond, recreating galaxies and nebulas in acrylic
with dry brush blending. Their beautiful and dramatic paintings received an incredible response on our art twitter page, receiving over
1000 likes, a staggering achievement!
This term Dalmain School was also chosen as the national school ambassadors for Edding’s window drawing campaign ‘Give 2020 the
sling’, providing window murals for their competition to create the world’s longest window sling! Our participation will provide us with
some wonderful art equipment for the school.
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Science
Years 1 and 2 have both been investigating materials this
half-term.
Year 1 have been sorting and grouping materials according to
their properties: they have also been naming them and using
adjectives to describe their properties.
In Year 2 they have also been thinking about what materials
might be used for, and how materials can be shaped by bending and
folding, for example. They found out that you can make a paper boat!
Year 3 have been learning about rocks and their properties. They have found out how the three types of
rocks (igneous, metamorphic and sedimentary) and fossils are formed and have made a close study of
practical examples of each. They are currently learning about weathering and soil formation.
Year 4 have started their studies on the three states of matter- solids, liquids and gases- and the particular properties of
each state. They are learning about how those states can be changed by heating or cooling and the relevance of this to
the water cycle, and have planned and carried out an experiment to discover how various factors can affect the rate at
which water evaporates.
Year 5’s studies have focused further afield- on the Earth and its place in the Solar System. They have learned the
definitions of days and years and how these apply to the different planets, on Earth in particular terms of its rotation and
the apparent movement of the Sun.
Year 6 have completed their classification work (see two fine
examples here) and are currently working on electricity and
learning to associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a
buzzer with the number and voltage of cells used in the circuit.
They have devised and constructed their own circuits, and have
also learned how to draw circuit diagrams to enhance the
explanations of their investigations.

Virtual Coffee Morning: Lewisham Wellbeing Service
All parents and carers are welcome!
Online every Thursday and Friday@ 10am to 11am
We understand that this is a challenging time for parents and carers, so in partnership with the school, Lewisham
School Wellbeing Service are facilitating a virtual parent/carer coffee morning.
It is a safe space for you to:
• Hear about the new service and connect with others
• Share and/or listen to experiences
• Think about challenges during this time
• Discuss ideas
We would also like to hear what support might be helpful to you over the next few
months.
Due to the demands of the current situation, where children are at home during the day, we appreciate that you may
need to leave the virtual session. Please do feel free to sign-out, return or leave if you need to at any point.

If you would like to attend, please email:
lewishammhst@slam.nhs.uk and someone from the service will be in touch with you.
We look forward to speaking with you.
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Suppor t During Christmas

A number of support services including emergency food for those in need are
available during the Christmas period, please check the Lewisham Local website for
updates: https://www.lewishamlocal.com/
For Mental Health Support call the Crisis Mental Health Line on: 0800 731 2864 to
speak to the South London and Maudsley 24-hour mental health support line.

For other support you may
need over the Christmas
Break, we have a list of
agencies and their contact
details on our website
under Home / Parents &
Carers / Safeguarding &
Wellbeing

Online Safety over Christmas
Over Christmas children may receive presents
that enable them to access the internet –
phones, consoles, tablets etc. Please make sure
you set parental controls to keep your child safe.
Help doing this can be found here: https://
www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/onlinesafety/parental-controls/

Advice Lewisham can provide information,
advice and guidance on bills, work, renting or
family matters. Call Advice Lewisham on 0800
231 5453, Monday-Friday 9.30am -12.30pm and 1.30pm – 4pm.
They can help with: - Multi-Lingual support
- Applying for Benefits or Food vouchers
- Specialist Immigration advice
- Specialist Debt advice
- Housing or Employment issues

London Borough of Lewisham run a help service for people who are experiencing gender-based violence (domestic violence) their contact details are: The Athena Service on 0800 112 4052 or email: lewishamvawg@refuge.org.uk

Writing Laureate
Award
This half term, we have been absolutely astounded by the standard of
writing that our pupils have produced. The following children have been
chosen to receive our Dalmain Laureate Award for their exceptional
progress, use of high-quality vocabulary and application of literary skills
across the curriculum. While we can’t invite parents and carers in to see
their work in the Office area, the children are incredibly proud of their work
and we are so impressed to see what they have achieved already this year.
Look out for these future authors!
Reception: Blake & Alexander

Year 1: Isla Mae & Jasiel
Year 2: Hester & Olive
Year 3: Olivia & David
Year 4: Walter & Seren
Year 5: Patrick & Adam
Year 6: Joe & Grace
CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE!
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Covid-Safe Agreement
In addition to all existing school policies, including Health & Safety and
Safeguarding, we will be making the following agreements between children,
parents and staff to ensure that Covid-Safe behaviours are consistent for the safety
of all within the Dalmain community.
By sending your child to school we will presume consent to this agreement and that you have agreed to follow
government guidance on staying alert and safe.

Parents & Carers
Daily Procedures
1. If my child, or anyone in my household, shows symptoms of COVID-19, I will not send them to school, we will
self-isolate for 10 days as a family, I will get them tested and I will let the school know as soon as possible via
telephone to ensure effective track and tracing within the school community
2. When dropping my child off and picking them up, I will adhere to the 2 metre social distancing rules and refrain
from bringing siblings to school for drop off / pick up where possible
3. I will be on time when dropping off and picking up
4. I will ensure that only one parent and carer will drop off and pick up and that there will be no alternative
arrangements for pick up and drop off between families/carers
5. My child will not bring any additional items into school with them
6. My child may have their temperature taken on arrival and during the day if they feel or present as being unwell
7. I will remind my child about social distancing rules but accept they are difficult to follow
8. I will teach my child how to wash their hands properly and support the school’s Covid-Safe Behaviours
9. I will remind my child about the importance of “Catch it”, “Bin it” and “Kill it” for coughing and sneezing
10. I will not be allowed into the school without a pre- arranged appointment (please make appointments via telephone
or email as normal)
11. I need to support all staff in their efforts to create an ‘as safe as possible’ environment
12. Read all letters/messages/emails that are sent home
13. Follow the usual absence reporting procedures if my child is unable to attend school on a scheduled day
14. Reinforce any Covid-Safe related additional behaviour expectations
15. Ensure that all items of my child’s school uniform are washed routinely to avoid the spread of the coronavirus on
fabric.
Suspected Case
1. If my child is deemed unsafe, he/she will be sent home and cannot return to school until they are safe
2. If my child, or another child in the group, shows symptoms of COVID-19 at school, I will collect my child from school
immediately
3. I understand that if my child is unwell at school, she/he will be immediately isolated from other children and staff
Emergency Contacts
1. I will provide up to date emergency contact details
2. Ensure that I/we make reasonable steps to ensure an emergency contact can be reached at all times whilst my
child is on the school site to ensure that they can be collected or sent home immediately if showing symptoms of
the coronavirus

Pupils
As pupils we will:
1.Follow social distancing guidelines at all times: in the classroom, in the dining area, in the playground and moving
around the school.
2.Tell a teacher if we develop coronavirus symptoms (high temperature, continuous new cough, loss of smell or taste)
whilst at school
3.Wash and sanitise our hands regularly as instructed by the teacher
4.Sit at our allocated seat in the classroom and not move without permission
5.Only bring lunch boxes and water bottles (no school bags, pencil cases etc)
6.Only use the stationery kits provided by the school: do not share or lend any of it
* There may be slight adjustments in EYFS to reflect the different guidance for these year groups. Teachers will go through
this with parents / carers.

Dalmain School Newsletter
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Attendance
Our target for this year is 97%
This week’s attendance is 95%
Year to date is 96.2%
We will continue to monitor absence and punctuality very closely, and we hope that parents and carers will work with us to
continue to improve our attendance rates.
If you have any questions about attendance or punctuality please email attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Every lesson counts and not attending school or being late can place your child in unsafe situations or impact on future life
choices.
Punctuality ensures that you will arrive to class on time and so will not miss any part of the lesson. Punctuality will also help you
to manage your working and personal life. Please can parents ensure that children are on time to school as being late is very
disruptive to the teacher, other students and the office.

USEFUL NUMBERS:

Mind: 0300 123 3393

Childline: 0800 1111

Age UK: 0800 169 6565

Samaritans: 116 123

La Leche League: 0345 1202918 (for mums struggling to get formula milk)

Domestic Violence Hotline: 0808 2000 247

ABSENCES
Please can you let us know ASAP if your
child will not be in school and always
BEFORE 9:00am. Please email us via
ParentMail under ‘Absences’ or
attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk

All the children should be so proud of themselves for the remarkable attendance figures
they have achieved since returning from lockdown., especially considering all the new rules
we have to follow! I know from speaking to the
few Parents and Carers of children who have
had to self-isolate, how much they missed
school and couldn’t wait to return! Let’s keep it
up in the New Year and make Spring Term 1 our
best attendance figures ever!
Best wishes from Miss Kirsten

School meal & Breakfast Club costs –Summer term
BREAKFAST CLUB
Period

SCHOOL MEAL COSTS
No. of days

Total cost

First half term
05/01/21 – 12/02/21

29

£87

Second half term
22/02/21 – 31/03/21

28

Whole term
05/01/21 – 31/03/21

57

Period

No. of days

Total cost

First half term
05/01/21 – 12/02/21

29

66.70

£84

Second half term
22/02/21 – 31/03/21

28

64.40

£171

Whole term
05/01/21 – 31/03/21

57

£131.10

C O N F I R M E D T E R M DAT E S 2 0 2 0 - 2 0 21
2020

Monday 7 September

Friday 23 October

Monday 26 October

Friday 30 October

Monday 2 November

Friday 18 December

Tuesday 5 January

Friday 12 February

Monday 15 February

Friday 19 February

Monday 22 February

Wednesday 31 March

Spring Term

Half Term

2021

LAST DAY

Autumn Term

Half term

2021

FIRST DAY
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Summer Term

Easter Holidays
Monday 19 April

Friday 28 May

I day closure for May Bank Holiday on Monday 3 May 2021
Half term

Monday 31 May

Friday 4 June

Tuesday 8 June

Friday 23 July

I N S E T – Te a c h e r Tr a i n i n g D a y s
Monday 4 January
Monday 7 June

C l u b d a t e s — Te r m 2 2 0 2 0

Music Lessons—Term 3 2020
As per the letter dated Thursday
15th October, instrumental
lessons will continue from Week 1
of Term 3 with our Covid safe
adjustments in place.

We are delighted to announce that we are extending our extra-curricular activities and that, from
Monday 11 January, children in Key Stage 1 and 2 will be able to attend a range of clubs before
and after school. As always, we have carefully risk assessed our arrangements in line with the latest guidance and will continue to review them so that all pupils, staff and families can remain safe.
To sign up for a club, please email office@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk.

Spring 1

Spring 2

1. Monday, January 11, 2021

1. Monday, February 22, 2021

2. Monday, January 18, 2021

2. Monday, March 1, 2021

3. Monday, January 25, 2021

3. Monday, March 8, 2021

4. Monday, February 1, 2021

4. Monday, March 15, 2021

5. Monday, February 8, 2021

5. Monday, March 22, 2021
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P r o v i s i o n a l d a t e s fo r y o u r d i a r y
5th January—First day back at school for children
27th and 28th January—Parents Teacher Meetings—online meetings
5th February—FOD monthly coffee morning
9th February—Safer Internet Day
15th to 19th February—HALF TERM
23rd February—school phots TBC
4th March—World Book Day
5th March—FOD monthly coffee morning
31st March—Easter Celebrations—TBC
31st March—Last day of term

Dalmain
School
Grove Close, Brockley Rise,
London SE23 1AS
Phone: 020 8699 2675
E: admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
Twitter: @dalmainschool
www.dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk

HAPPY CHRISTMAS
E V E R YO N E !

