Autumn Term 1

Information
By sending your child to school we will presume consent to the Covid-Safe Agreement and that you have
agreed to follow government guidance on staying alert and safe.
Any plans communicated below will be for Autumn Term 1 only. We will review and refine them as needed and publish an
updated version before Half Term.
However, all plans are subject to change at short notice should there be any local or national changes in the Covid 19 situation. If
so, we would communicate as soon as possible with parents and carers

Essential Information
Attendance

All children are expected in school every day – it is the law and it is compulsory from Monday 7th
September. The Government have been very clear that they will issue fines for non-attendance.
The only exception is for Reception and Nursery pupils who will follow a staggered start timetable
for the first few weeks, after which they are also expected in school promptly every day.

Punctuality

With eight different year groups, we are very conscious that some parents/carers have children
across a range of year groups and will need to drop off children at different points. We will keep this
under careful review and will accept children arriving slightly later within reason to accommodate
the time it takes to move from one drop off place to the next.

Staggered Start & Pick
Up Times

In order to keep everyone safe, including the adults dropping off and picking up, we are going to
start the term with staggered drop-off and pick-up times, limited to either:



8:45am drop off – 3:00pm pick up
9:00am drop off – 3:15pm pick up

Please see accompanying Autumn 1 Timetable document for further details and drop off / pick up
locations for each year group.
Please can we ask that parents respect social distancing outside of the school gates for the safety of
all within our community.
New Starters RECEPTION

Parents and carers will have received information from the School Office before the end of the
Summer Term with details about their child’s group for a staggered start. This documentation
includes information about their start date and timings. If you need another copy of this, please
contact the School Office at admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk
1:1 Meetings with Class Teachers
We have arranged for 1:1 meetings with your child’s class teacher, specific details of which have
been emailed individually, and we are very much looking forward to getting to know you all during
this meeting.
Please enter the school via the Main School Gate (yellow), after which you will be directed to your
meeting by a member of staff.
We are offering time slots of 20 minutes for children who have not attended Dalmain’s Nursery and
15 minute slots for children who did attend our Nursery. Please check the timetable carefully and
arrive on time for the meeting. We will be operating to a very tight schedule and will not be able to
accommodate additional time if you are running late. Thank you for your co-operation with this.

Staggered Start – from Wednesday 9th September – Reception Only
Following the 1:1 meetings, we have a staggered start to the new term for our 2020-21 Reception
Cohort. Details of when your child is expected in school, including arrival and pick up times, and
whether or not they will stay in school for lunch have been sent individually to families.
New Starter Information
All information required for the start of the new term plus the information covered during the Open
Mornings last term can be found on our website under Parents & Carers – New Starters – Reception.
If there are any changes to the information posted here, we will write to you separately as soon as
we can.
Pupil Information
Parents/carers can bring their child’s birth certificate and proof of address to the school office on
any day from Monday 7 September between 2-3pm, or by emailing
attendance@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk to arrange an appointment.

Daily Life in School
Uniform

From September, we will be expecting all children to be in full school uniform every day. The
Government guidance now states that children’s clothes do not need to be washed more than
normal but we would recommend sending your children in to school in clean clothes each day.
Please avoid bringing any additional items of clothing to school.
If any families need support with school uniform, please contact the School Office know as we have
some spare uniform and lost property available.
School uniform consists of:








PE Kit

Maroon sweatshirt or cardigan with school badge
Trousers / skirt / shorts – grey or black
Plain white shirt, or white polo shirt (with or without school badge)
Summer dresses – yellow & white or red & white check (can be worn in the Autumn Term if
you wish)
Footwear: plain, flat, dark coloured shoes or dark coloured trainers (no heels or open toes)
Tie (optional)
No logos or designer labels are permitted

On your child’s PE day, your child should come into school in PE kit and then wear it for the day. This
means we will not have PE kits being stored in school and you can wash them each week. Your child
will be told their day for PE on Monday 7th, there will be no PE on the first day.
PE kit consists of:




White T-shirt (school badge optional)
Dark blue, grey or black shorts / jogging bottoms
Dark coloured plimsoles or trainers

Face Masks

Please see below under PPE – Staff & Pupils

Lunchtime

What will happen at lunch time?
Children will remain in their bubbles at lunch time. Playground areas will be cordoned off to ensure
social distancing and lunch times will be staggered to ensure all children can access outside areas.
What will happen with school dinners?
We have been working closely with AiP (our meal providers) to make sure we provide a balanced
and nutritious menu in a safe environment. Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will receive hot
meals in their classroom which will be provided in biodegradable boxes with biodegradable cutlery.
Teachers will assist children to select their menu options each morning when the registers are taken.

Key Stage 2 children will have a staggered lunch service in the main hall with a one-way system in
place to ensure social distancing, with no more than one year group in the hall at any time.
The three week menu is on our website: https://www.dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk/school-meals
We strongly encourage children to have school meals this term. We are keen to avoid a large
number of packed lunch items being brought into school and taken home again – any reduction of
belongings that need to be brought into school makes the school environment safer for all children.
If your child does need to bring in a packed lunch, please ensure that any waste is biodegradable (i.e.
paper bags that can be put in the food waste).
We will review this at October half-term.
I’ve paid for school dinners last year…. what happens to the money in my ParentMail account?
Any school meal payments will be carried over.
Safeguarding

Please follow the usual procedures for any safeguarding concerns or if you need support.
A directory of support for safeguarding and wellbeing can be found on our website under Parent &
Carers – Safeguarding & Wellbeing.
If you have contacted Mrs Woodhall with non-urgent safeguarding concern, she will be responding
upon our return to school on 7th September.

Wellbeing

Within our Recovery Curriculum, we have prioritised wellbeing of children at all levels. Dalmain is a
Wellbeing Hub leader across Lewisham and the expertise we have within our staff team is
exceptional. Miss Mann, one of our Assistant Headteachers, will be leading this and she will work
closely with class teachers, the Inclusion Team and Senior Leadership to ensure that the needs of our
pupils are met, particularly during this time of transition back to formal school learning.

SEND

All SEND needs will be met through quality first provision and the support dedicated to individual
needs, as in a normal school year. We do not know if external agencies will come in to school as they
would have but we will support them if they do and liaise promptly with these agencies and
children’s families where needed.
With approximately 400 children returning to Dalmain in September after so long away, we expect
there to be an increase in SEND needs and will focus our provision based on the priorities of
individuals, our school resources and the personnel available. Please be assured that we have an
exceptional team of experienced and dedicated practitioners who are skilled at supporting a wide
range of needs in their classrooms to ensure that individuals make accelerated progress.

Medical Needs
including Medically
Vulnerable

Please bring all relevant medication back in to school as you would under normal circumstances. All
medicines should be clearly labelled. Parents / carers need to deliver this to the School Office by
Monday 7th September at the latest – no child who needs medication should be in school until this
has been received by the School Office.
The local authority and DfE wish for all children to return to school in September 2020. We know
that some parents with children who are considered medically extremely vulnerable will be worried
about returning to school. Where this is the case, please contact the school who will be able to
advise parents/carers what to do.
We will not provide distance learning while the school has been directed to open. In the event of a
local lockdown, we will reinstate our home learning approach and will be working to develop this in
more detail

Bubbles

Each year group will be a single bubble. We have staggered lunchtimes and playtimes with the
playground being sectioned into different areas so that we can limit the amount of mixing between
year groups.
We are working hard at developing measures to separate classes within year-group bubbles as much
as possible and will continue to monitor how we can improve this provision.

Assemblies

In line with Government guidance, we will not be running any assemblies, including singing
assembly, during Autumn Term 1.

Equipment in School

Pupils should bring in their own water bottle for their individual use. These must be labelled and can
be refilled during the day.
Pupils should not bring any unnecessary equipment into school. We will be giving pupils their own
equipment to use while they are at school and these will be dedicated for their personal use. Any
equipment shared across a year group e.g. sports equipment will be fully disinfected before each
class uses it.

Walking Home Alone

From September, Y6 & some Y5 pupils will be allowed to walk to school by themselves, if parents so
choose, as long as we have been given written parental permission and this arrangement has been
agreed by the school first. It will be the individual parent’s responsibility to discuss with their child
the importance of social distancing and the necessary precautions to take to keep themselves and
others safe on their journeys to and from school.

Extra-Curricular Activities
Breakfast Club

We are planning to continue with Breakfast Club as normal. However, the children will possibly need
to be separated into phase groups in order to maintain the consistency of separating year group
bubbles.

After School Clubs

Please contact Acorn Club or Rainbow Club for more information.
Acorn Club: 020 8291 3181
Rainbow Club: 07963 515218

Clubs

We will not be running any clubs in school for Autumn 1 but will keep this under review and
reinstate them as soon as we can.

Individual & Small
Group Music Lessons

We are still working on our plans for individual and small group music lessons from September. As
with all decisions, these will only be made after careful consideration of the latest Government
guidance and a thorough risk assessment taking into account our specific building and staffing
circumstances.
Our music teachers are very keen to resume lessons and are working with us to facilitate this safely,
and we will communicate with you again in September with our final plans. Please note, however,
that there may be a slight delay to the expected commencement of lessons while we finalise
arrangements.
Looking ahead, we have been reviewing our individual and small group music offer to ensure that it
is the best that we can offer, and will communicate with you in the Autumn Term about any changes
that we may make from January 2021.

Trips

Will the residential trip go ahead for Year 6?
We have managed to postpone the Year 6 residential and this has been rescheduled to he 24-28
June 2021. This will depend on any local/national lockdown measures in place at the time.
Will the residential trip go ahead for Year 5?
Year 4 were unable to attend their Naturesbase camping residential last term, so this has been
rescheduled to 7-11 June 2021. This will depend on any local/national lockdown measures in place
at the time.
Will the residential trip go ahead for Year 4?
We have a Year 4 Naturesbase residential trip booked for 28 June-2 July (dependent on any
local/national lockdown measures in place at the time). We will write to Year 4 separately about
this.
I’ve already paid for a school trip. What happens to that money?

Any money paid for the June 2020 Naturesbase or the September 2020 PGL trip will be carried over
to the new trips. In the event that the trip doesn’t go ahead, you will be refunded everything you
have paid except the deposit.
I’ve paid for school trips via ParentMail. How do I get that money back?
If any trips/school journeys have been cancelled your money will be refunded (not deposits) via the
ParentMail account.
Will you still run school trips for all the children?
School trips are an important part of the curriculum at Dalmain and we will look at ways we can
reintroduce school trips as soon as possible, but because we don’t want to use public transport, trips
will be very difficult in the short term. For the moment, we will be focusing all our efforts on getting
back to as normal a routine as possible for the children.
Swimming

Because the swimming pools have been closed, we have not been able to organise swimming
lessons for the Autumn term as in previous years. We will monitor the situation, and if the pool
reopens and we feel it is safe to deliver swimming lessons we will write to parents/carers of children
in the relevant year groups.

Academic Subjects
Academic Recovery

First of all, please don’t worry. We are in a very challenging situation that we would never have
wished for our children and the reality is there will have been a wide variety of learning experiences
for all our children over the last few months.
Our full Recovery Curriculum is ready for September and staff have received additional training to
address the different starting points that children will return to us with. We will continue to provide
an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects. We will focus on all elements of the national
curriculum, with an emphasis on practising basic skills and addressing gaps in knowledge.
Our provision will be focused on filling any educational gaps and to bringing all children up to the
expected level of attainment. However, wellbeing will be the primary focus of our curriculum when
the children return.
Our Recovery Curriculum will last as long as needs to ensure that the children are happy, settled and
back up to the expected attainment levels. The Government announced a large funding package to
support this which we will be utilising in a variety of ways to close as many gaps as possible.
In the event of a bubble having to isolate, or a partial or complete lockdown, we will revert back to
home learning packs being posted on the home learning page of the website, class teacher calls,
messages and printed packs for those on our list. We continue to look into different ways of
providing remote education should this situation occur again and will keep our home learning
strategy under review.

Assessments

No pupils will be tested more than any previous academic years and we will continue to follow our
Assessment Policy as normal.
Unfortunately, the Government has decided to proceed with the Year 2 & Year 6 SATs tests next
Summer. This is not the decision that we had hoped for, and we will be supporting both the
wellbeing and academic health of our pupils on their return in response. We will not be testing these
pupils any more than any other year and will be extremely sensitive to their individual needs, paying
particular attention to anxiety and mental wellbeing.
We intend to provide a programme of additional support for our Year 6 pupils to ensure that they
are “secondary ready” and we will write to you as soon as we have solidified these plans once we
have the term underway.

Transition

We are exceptionally privileged to have such a skilled, dedicated and aspirational team of teaching
staff at Dalmain, and we are extremely confident that all of our children will thrive under the
tutelage of their 2020-21 teachers. We are also very excited about learning about an amazing range
of animals next year too!
Children were provided with books to read over the summer, a transition pack with the welcome
letter from their new class teacher and their holiday homework packs, including a range of engaging
activities to support children with their learning between the end of last term and September.
Parents will also have received their child’s end of year report with information about progress and
areas for development as of March 2020. If you were unable to collect your child’s report in July
please email admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk to arrange a suitable time to pick it up.
We recognise just how extremely unsettling this period has been for pupils and that it was not
possible to facilitate the normal transition activities. However, we have instead incorporated them
into our Autumn 1 plans to ensure that pupils can adjust to being back in school quickly.
These activities will vary from class to class and may last for different lengths of time depending on
the individual needs of pupils. Additionally, all staff have received additional training to support
pupils to settle into their new classes and will take appropriate action where needed so that children
can feel confident to learn and excel.
If your child is missing last year’s teacher there will be times in the day when staff will be able to say
“hello” on duty and will no doubt will take the opportunity to make contact with their previous
pupils. This will happen in a safe and socially distanced way, of course.

2020-21 Class Teachers
& Class Names

Below is a reminder of the new class names and teachers for the 2020-21 academic year.

Keeping Safe
Risk Assessments

All decisions are made after a thorough risk assessment process involving the Local Authority, School
Governors, the Staff Team and Unions.
We keep all risk assessments under constant review.

Hygiene Measures to
Prevent Transmission

We will:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

use the COVID-19: cleaning of non-healthcare settings guidance to inform our schoolspecific risk assessments
ensure that sufficient handwashing facilities are available; all classrooms have access to
sinks, soap, paper towels; hand sanitiser will be available in areas without access to
soap and water
clean surfaces that children and young people are touching, such as toys, desks, chairs,
doors, sinks, toilets, light switches, more regularly than normal
have additional cleaners, responsible for cleaning touch points, who will work
alongside the premises team throughout the day and follow a specific timetable
ensure that lidded pedal bins for tissues are emptied throughout the day
where possible, ensure spaces are well ventilated
prop doors open, where safe to do so (bearing in mind fire safety and safeguarding), to
limit use of door handles and aid ventilation
follow our updated Covid Safe Agreement and speak regularly with children about the
expectations within
adjust teacher movement in class to ensure that we fit within safety guidelines
strongly encourage children to walk / cycle to school wherever possible

All adults and children will:
•

frequently wash their hands with soap and water for 20 seconds and dry them
thoroughly with disposable hand towels

•
•
•
•
•
•

PPE – Staff & Pupils

clean their hands on arrival at school, before and after eating, and after sneezing or
coughing
be encouraged not to touch their mouth, eyes and nose
use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins for tissue waste (‘catch it, bin it,
kill it’)
ensure that help is available for children and young people who have trouble cleaning
their hands independently
encourage young children to learn and practise these habits
move around school using the spacers that have been positioned around school to
encourage distance between individuals

Public Health England does not recommend the use of face coverings in schools. Primary aged
children are not required to wear masks while on public transport or in public places. When pupils
arrive in their class they will be required to wash their hands immediately.
If your child needs to wear a face-mask at school due to health reasons, you will be required to
provide written confirmation from your child’s doctor before your child will be allowed to wear a
mask in school.
We continue to have a stock of PPE within school, including face-masks, disposable gloves,
disposable aprons, hand sanitisers and soap, if required for close first aid for example.
We will follow the Government guidelines which state:
The government is not recommending universal use of face coverings in all schools. Schools that
teach children in years 7 and above and which are not under specific local restriction measures will
have the discretion to require face coverings for pupils, staff and visitors in areas outside the
classroom where social distancing cannot easily be maintained, such as corridors and communal
areas and it has been deemed appropriate in those circumstances. Primary school children will not
need to wear a face covering.
In particular, schools that teach years 7 and above may decide to recommend the wearing of face
coverings for pupils, staff or visitors in communal areas outside the classroom where the layout of
the schools makes it difficult to maintain social distancing when staff and pupils are moving around
the premises, for example, corridors.
In primary schools where social distancing is not possible in areas outside of classrooms between
members of staff or visitors, for example in staffrooms, headteachers will have the discretion to
decide whether to ask staff or visitors to wear, or agree to them wearing face coverings in these
circumstances.
Based on current evidence and the measures that schools are already putting in place, such as the
system of controls and consistent bubbles, face coverings will not be necessary in the classroom
even where social distancing is not possible. Face coverings would have a negative impact on
teaching and their use in the classroom should be avoided.

Child Showing
Symptoms

We will follow the Government guidelines which state:
If anyone becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature in an education or
childcare setting, they must be sent home and advised to follow the COVID-19: guidance for
households with possible coronavirus infection guidance.
If a child is awaiting collection, they should be moved, if possible, to a room where they can be
isolated behind a closed door, depending on the age of the child and with appropriate adult
supervision if required. Ideally, a window should be opened for ventilation. If it is not possible to
isolate them, move them to an area which is at least 2 metres away from other people.
If they need to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, they should use a separate
bathroom if possible. The bathroom should be cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning
products before being used by anyone else. PPE should be worn by staff caring for the child while
they await collection if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained (such as for a very young child or
a child with complex needs). In an emergency, call 999 if they are seriously ill or injured or their life is
at risk. Do not visit the GP, pharmacy, urgent care centre or a hospital.
If a member of staff has helped someone who was unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high
temperature, they do not need to go home (although this will be offered to any member of staff if the

case arises) unless they develop symptoms themselves (and in which case, a test is available) or the
child subsequently tests positive (see ‘Confirmed Case’ below). They should wash their hands
thoroughly for 20 seconds after any contact with someone who is unwell. Cleaning the affected area
with normal household disinfectant after someone with symptoms has left will reduce the risk of
passing the infection on to other people. See the COVID-19: cleaning of non-healthcare settings
guidance.
Testing

The Government advice is:
When settings open to the wider cohort of children and young people, all those children and young
people eligible to attend, and members of their households, will have access to testing if they display
symptoms of coronavirus. This will enable them to get back into childcare or education, and their
parents or carers to get back to work, if the test proves to be negative. To access testing
parents/carers will be able to use the 111 online coronavirus service if their child is 5 or over. Parents
/carers will be able to call 111 if their child is aged under 5.
Alternatively, follow this link: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
Access to testing is available to everyone but will only be done either via the NHS or GOV.UK.

Confirmed Case in
School – What We Will
Do

If Dalmain was to experience an outbreak (2 or more confirmed cases of coronavirus among pupils
or staff within 14 days, or if there is an increase in pupil or staff absence rates due to suspected
cases of coronavirus), we will contact our local health protection team. This team will advise any
additional action.
Where an outbreak in a school is confirmed, a mobile testing unit may be dispatched to test others
who may have been in contact with the person who has tested positive. Testing will focus on the
person’s class, then their year group, then the whole school, if necessary. If our local area sees a
spike in infection rates that is resulting in localised community spread, we may be advised to
implement further measures.
The Government guidance states:
When a child, young person or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they
should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow household members should
self-isolate for 14 days. All staff and students who are attending an education or childcare setting will
have access to a test if they display symptoms of coronavirus, and are encouraged to get tested in
this scenario.
Where the child, young person or staff member tests negative, they can return to their setting and
the fellow household members can end their self-isolation.
Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class or group within
their childcare or education setting should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. The
other household members of that wider class or group do not need to self-isolate unless the child,
young person or staff member they live with in that group subsequently develops symptoms.
As part of the national test and trace programme, if other cases are detected within the cohort or in
the wider setting, Public Health England’s local health protection teams will conduct a rapid
investigation and will advise schools and other settings on the most appropriate action to take. In
some cases a larger number of other children, young people may be asked to self-isolate at home as
a precautionary measure – perhaps the whole class, site or year group. Where settings are observing
guidance on infection prevention and control, which will reduce risk of transmission, closure of the
whole setting will not generally be necessary.

Daily Temperature
Checks

In light of Government advice, we will no longer be undertaking thermometer testing upon arrival,
so children can head straight in to their allocated entrances. However, we may use a non-invasive
thermometer which points to the forehead if we suspect a child of having symptoms.

Parents & Carers Information
Parents On Site

To reduce contact between individuals, maintain the safety of pupils and staff, we will not be
allowing parents on to the school site unless specified in the Autumn 1 Timetable document.
However, we will keep this position under review.
We do appreciate that this will feel strange and may feel like contact with teachers is more limited
but we must ensure that we are doing everything that we can to maintain as much distance as
possible. Senior Leaders may be available every morning and evening, depending on their
commitments across the school, and you can also make contact through the School Office at
admin@dalmain.lewisham.sch.uk or complete the meeting request form on the school website as
normal.
We plan to run Parent Teacher meetings during Autumn Term 1 with the appropriate social
distancing measures in place. A separate letter will be sent out to you with further details.
You may only come in to the school building to drop off medication or for a pre-arranged meeting.
All meetings must be confirmed prior to arrival and we will ask that you follow our Covid-Safe
Agreement and social distancing measures while in school.
As we continue to find our way through this situation together, we appreciate your feedback or
suggestions about how we could improve contact with parents / carers while prioritising safety, and
the education and wellbeing of our pupils.

Cashless Payment &
ParentMail

From 1st September 2020, Dalmain will no longer accept cash payments. We ask that payments are
made via ParentMail, but we do also have the facility to accept credit/debit card payments in the
school office. You can also pay via PayPoint at selected shops.

2020-21 Class Names and Teachers
Class Teacher

Miss Reid

Mr Rodrigues

2020-21 Year
Group

2020-21 Class Name

Nursery

Turtle

-

Reception

Bee

Marley

Hedgehog

Marley

Drill

Obama

Fossa

Ali

Narwhal

Brunel

Lynx (Iberian & Arctic)

Bocelli

Wrasse

Hawking

Saola

Rowling

Tapir

Kamkwamba

Vaquita

Kahlo

Albatross

Yousafzai

Kakapo

Jemison

Pangolin

Turing

Okapi

Wei Wei

Miss Robinson

Miss Hill

Year 1

Miss Rowse

Miss Grant

Year 2

Mr Alasow

Mr Phillips & Ms Ricote

Year 3

Miss Sousa

Miss Brown

Year 4

Miss Udoyen

Mr O’Donovan

Year 5

Miss Joyce

Miss Biggs

Miss Bissell

Year 6

Picture

2019-20 Class

