
  

 

Headteacherõs report 

Dalmain School newsletterñFebruary 2020 

Newsletter Date 

 February 2019 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Although it has been a short 

term, we have still packed a lot 

in the past six weeks and are 

delighted with the progress our 

children are making as we 

approach the mid-year point.  

One of the biggest highlights 

since Christmas has to be 

Reading Week, during which 

the children enjoyed a visit 

from Liz Fost, another hugely 

popular after school bedtime 

story session and a hotly  

contested vote for Dalmainõs 

Top 100 books. A very big 

thank you must go to Miss 

Bissell for organising such a 

brilliant week and for her  

excellent leadership in this 

important subject area.  

At Dalmain, we are committed 

to improving our school  

environment and sustainability 

credentials, and have been 

working relentlessly behind the 

scenes to achieve this. Within 

this newsletter, you will find an 

update from our School  

Governors about some of the 

projects that we have been 

working on with local  

community  groups and  

Lewisham Council. Despite 

ever-increasing budget con-

straints, we have successfully 

secured funding to replace 

windows, to upgrade internal 

security and fire systems, to 

get solar panels for the roof, 

and hopefully to plant trees 

along Grove Close and the 

playground.  

None of this could be possible 

without the hard work and 

dedication of the school team, 

and we are also extremely 

grateful for the support that 

parents and carers are giving 

us with these projects.  

I am sure that you will have 

noticed our new wall mural in 

the KS2 playground which was 

painted this week after  

children submitted entries to 

create the design. School 

Councillors were overwhelmed 

with the amount and quality of 

entries, and finally decided on 

a design by Lois in Rapinoe 

class for our new Chill Out 

Zone.  

We are setting up this area so 

that children can have a quiet 

space to draw, paint, read a 

book or simply relax. We will be 

building this area over the 

coming weeks, and Miss 

Kempster and Miss Katie will 

be looking to appoint monitors 

to help them set up and  

maintain the area for the  

enjoyment of all pupils ð 

please let them know if you 

would be interested in this 

responsibility. 

Looking forward to Term 4, we 

are excited about Writing Week 

during which activities will be 

focused on the environment 

and how we can take action for 

the future, all inspired by the 

beautiful book òThe Promiseó 

by Nicola Davies. Preceding 

this, we will be hosting our first 

Climate Emergency Ar t  

Exhibition on Thursday 12th 

and Friday 13th March from 

2:45-4:00pm. During both 

exhibition days we will be 

showcasing the incredible art 

from across the school through 

a range of media, styles and 

techniques, and all parents 

and carers are warmly invited 

to attend. You will be so  

impressed by what the children 

have created! 

Also looking ahead, the Friends 

of Dalmain (FoD) will be  

organising coffee mornings 

every month, on the first Friday 

of every month, to update  

parents and carers on fundrais-

ing activities and things they 

have been working on with the 

school. Look out for FoDõs next  

newsletter which will have  

further details. We hope to see 

you at our first coffee morning  

on Friday 6th March at 9:00am. 

This half term, the following 

pupils have been chosen to 

receive our Dalmain Laureate 

Award for their exceptional 

progress, use of high-quality 

vocabulary and application of 

literary skills across the  

curriculum. Please come and 

have a look at our new Laure-

ateõs work on display by the 

main reception area! 

Reception: Azaliah & Wren  

Year 1: Taylen & Nayan  

Year 2: Simon & Thierry  

Year 3: Isla & Leah  

Year 4: Hanad & Tekifah  

Year 5: Logan & Donnie  

Year 6: Taiwo & Joelle  

Finally, we hope that all the 

parents and carers, pupils and 
staff have a wonderful half 

term holiday and we look for-
ward to seeing you all again on 

Monday 24th February 2020 
ready for more exciting learn-

ing opportunities at Dalmain. 

Best wishes, 

Ms  Eisele 

Headteacher 

Cashless payments: from September 2020 Dalmain will become a cashless school, to make paying for activities such as clubs and trips 

more convenient. We will be working towards this in the coming months and will send out a separate letter with all of the information 

needed. We are more than happy to support parents and carers as we transition to being cashless ð please speak to a member of the  

Office Team.  

Use of mobile phones: Please can we remind all who come on to the school premises that mobiles phones should not be used at any 

time, particularly to take pictures. We take the safeguarding of all children extremely seriously and must ask that this is adhered to at all 

times while at school. Thank you for your co-operation.  
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Yr 5/6 Sports Hall Athletics Pathway 
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On 13 January a group of Year 5 and Year 6 children took 

part in the Sports Hall  Athletics Pathway at Prendergast 

Ladywell Fields School, along with 20 other schools. 

Events included relay races, speed bounce, javelin, high 

jump, long jump and triple jump. Children all took part in 

one jump event, one throw event and a race. 

Dalmainõs team played really well and came fourth in the 

afternoon session. They  finished up in sixth place overall. 

We must give a special mention to Jaidah who was picked 

out by the judges on the day and given the òRespect the 

gamesó award for her exemplary attitude. 

Well done to all children that took part. 

By Graham Curtis, Community Sports Co-ordinator 

Year 3/4 Football Development Festival 

On 4th February the Year 3 and 4  

football team played in a tournament at 

St Dunstanõs Jubilee Ground. Dalmainõs 

team was put with six other teams. 

We played seven minute matches 

against the other teams and came third 

in our group. We also showed a lot of 

determination and sportsmanship. We 

showed resilience when something 

didnõt go our way and nearly made the 

final round. 

On 4th February some footballers from 

Year 3 and 4 went to St Dunstanõs to 

take part in a football festival. We 

played six-a-side in mixed teams and 

won two of our matches.  

Some teams were tougher than others, 

but I scored two goals and my team-

mates scored lots too. It was a great 

day out and lots of fun! I canõt wait to do 

it again. 

By Grace, Yousafzai class By Scarlet, Jemison class 

Match results: 

Dalmain 0ñ3-Tidemill (lost) 

Dalmain 5ñ1 Sandhurst (wonñMiller scored 4 & Dylan 1) 

Dalmain 3ñ0 Brindishe Manor (lost) 

 

Dalmain 3ñ1 St Georgeõs (wonñScarlet scored 2, Sohan 1) 

Dalmain 3ñ1 Rathfern (lostñDylan scored 1) 

Overall results tbc by ALPSñout of 33 teams Dalmain came 

 

 

 

Aggressive and Abusive Behaviour 

The Council does not tolerate violence or abuse towards its staff. Violence is not restricted to acts of  

aggression that may result in physical harm: it also includes behaviour or language (whether verbal or  

written) that may cause staff to feel afraid, threatened or abused; and it may include threats, personal  

verbal abuse, derogatory remarks and rudeness. 

In these instances, parents will be asked to desist from the behaviour, and/or leave the premises.  

In instances where parents refuse to leave when asked and their behaviour is still causing distress,  

the police may be called. 
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Year 1/2 Multiskills Festival 

Year 5 trip to the Science Museum 
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On 15th January we went to a multiskills festival. We walked 

to Sydenham Girls School and met the other children  

involved in the activities.  

Most of the children present joined in to do a warm up, in the 

warm up we did star jumps. We made sure that we brought 

water with us, to stay hydrated.  

We did many activities led by lots of fun adults. They told us 

exactly what to do. We really enjoyed playing many different 

games in teams and we felt encouraged and cool when our 

parents cheered us on! 

Thank you Graham for cheering us on too.  

By Thea, Connor & Cillian, Hawking class 

Yr 5/6 Girlsõ Football Team 

By Graham Curtis, football coach By George & Sophia, Weiwei class 
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Just before Christmas, Year 5 went on a 

trip to the Science Museum. We saw all 

sorts of things that built on our learning 

of topics like forces, space and the plan-

ets - and even the Victorians (we saw 

some massive engines). 

In forces we have been learning about 

friction, which is when surfaces move 

against each other. We did the friction 

slides which showed us that different 

types of friction make you travel at  

different speeds. The less the force of 

friction, the quicker we whizzed down 

the slides. One of our favourite things 

was a chair where you pulled on a rope 

to go up, which shows how pulleys work. 

Last term we learned all about space 

and there was lots to see in the Science 

Museum. We saw a model of the Eagle, 

which was the capsule of Apollo 11 that 

actually landed on the moon. We also 

saw how astronauts eat, drink, move 

around and go to the toilet! We learned 

all about the moon landings last term, as 

we had read ôHidden Figuresõ, a book 

about how four African American women 

helped America to win the Space Race. 

We also saw a massive model of the red 

moon, which showed us that the moon 

sometimes looks a bit like the sun but 

thatõs because the sun is partially  

shining on the moon (the moon does not 

produce light itself). 

We really liked the Science Museum and 

would totally recommend it to other  

children. 


